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Jack & Meg Miller Return to High School 

Jack & Meg Miller recently attended a Grandparents' Day at their granddaughter’s high 

school -- Alabama School of Cyber Technology and Engineering (ASCTE) – the first Cyber and 

Engineering school in the nation – in Huntsville. Huntsville was chosen as the site of this magnet 

school because of its proximity to so many corporations. At ASCTE, 100% of the students 

participate in an industry internship before graduation. Jack reported that the unusual aspect of 

the visit was that the campus was a far cry from the 3 Rs days of ours back in the late late‘50s 

and early ‘60s.  Since all ASCTE courses are taught at the Honors level, besides typical courses 

like Math for Engineers, Chemistry, and Foundations of English, there are unique courses like 

Technical & Analytical Writing, Offensive Security & Assurance, and Drone Racing, to name a 

few.  Out of the enrollment of 254 students (from all over Alabama), 103 are boarded at the 

school, including their granddaughter.  While touring the facility, Jack noted that the shop area 

had all the tools that he remembered from his high school days but were supplemented with 

devices like computers, laser cutters, and 3-D printers.  Although he did not get to see all of the 

classrooms, Jack said he was impressed by the number of high tech learning tools everywhere he 

looked.  He did recall not seeing any books – just (desktop and laptop) computers everywhere. 

Their last stop on the tour was a visit to their granddaughter’s dorm room. Her bed was made and 

the room was spotless – a situation that our alma mater may not meet. Jack & Meg left with a 

“mission accomplished” feeling. Jack said his white glove inspections long ago of his daughters’ 

rooms on Saturday mornings paid off. 

[Photo #1 – “Jack & Meg Miller flanking their grand 

daughter  

 

Rick Wright Wraps up 2022 

Rick Wright mailed a late Holiday letter because he and Anne “had” to take an 11-day 

cruise of the Western Caribbean to rest up from their third year relaxing at their villa in the Army 

Residence Community they moved into in San Antonio, Texas. They had visited all the ports in 

the past; however, they took new excursions and viewed the cruise through the eyes of retired-



retired travelers. That’s right – in April, Rick flew to Alexandria, Virginia to finally retire from 

working at the Institute for Defense Analyses after 27 years. While in the area, Rick also had 

time to visit his two sons and their families. Back in San Antonio, he and Anne enjoy activities 

with their new friends at the ARC and lunches with Dick & Kathy Shipley at their winter home. 

He confesses that he has not been bored for one minute and does not have time to do all the 

things he would like to do in retirement.  

 

Jim & Keaw Carmen’s Adventures in Thailand Continued 

A couple of days after I hit the Send Button for our last Notes, Jim Carmen sent an 

update to their exploration vacation and family visit in Thailand to share reality news. Kaew had 

tested positive for COVID. After bouncing back to normal, they were on the road again. He sent 

photos from a visit to the Tharnthong Resort in the Mae Oe District of Chiang Mai. They enjoyed 

the serenity and natural beauty of the area and, once again, the incredible food. Jim tries hard to 

break the gourmandizing with trips to the gym four (maybe two) days a weeek. Because of the 

last post, Jim Greenberg contacted Jim via Megan Hostler. Jim Greenberg has several friends 

and colleagues (two of which were professors at Rutgers and the husband was also a civilian P at 

West Point) living in Chiang Mai and an adjacent district. They run the Warm Hearts 

Foundation, which is affiliated with Jim Greenberg’s organization, that provides a number of 

different programs to help the people of the area. After that visit, Jim & Kaew went on an 

excursion to Kanchanaburi and Chanthaburi Provinces before returning to Chiang Mai. We may 

know Kanchanaburi as the site of The Bridge on the River Kwai. The movie was great and based 

on an actual event, but the grim reality of “the Death Railway” was brutal and not at all romantic. 

While there, they saw artifacts, documents, and other items which were a grim reminder and 

tribute to the thousands of allied soldiers and indigenous people who died as forced labor under 

the Japanese as they rushed to build a railroad to supply their forces in Burma (after Midway, sea 

resupply was impossible). They also visited the beautiful Erawan National Park and Waterfall – 

filled with stunning sights and local wildlife including a Komodo Dragon. They then toured 

Chanthaburi and the Gulf of Thailand. Swimming and relaxing in the warm clear water during 

the day was wonderful, with salinity so low it never irritated their eyes. They stoped in Bangkok 

on the return trip where they stayed with relatives. 

 

[Photo #2 – “Kaew & Jim Carmen waiting for a train to take them to 

their next adventure at the sight of the original Bridge on the River Kwai”] 



[Photo #3 – Kaew & Jim Carmen at the falls in Erawan 

National Park and Waterfall”] 

 

John & Frances Dallen Teachable Adventures Continue  

The latest and first excursion of the New Year took John & Frances Dallen to Ecuador 

and the Galapagos Islands. Their blog (https://dallen.posthaven.com/) is filled with descriptive 

and useful information and photos. If these islands are on your bucket list, take heed. The unique 

varieties of tortoises, iguanas, seals, fish, and birds are there, but it might be challenging for 

seventy somethings to get to see them for any extended period. The island terrain is not 

conducive to flip-flops. The 7AM zodiac landings in rough cold surf onto rocky craggy beaches 

require a degree of balance to get ashore. Snorkeling in swift currents and cold water can put a 

strain on endurance. For our Air Force brothers, all meat to be served has to be pre-cooked and 

the amount of ice cream available on smaller cruise ships may not be upto standards you have 

become accustomed to. Plus, once you get home and want to share your experiences, working 

“blue-footed booby” into any conversation isn’t as easy as it used to be. But John & Frances 

survived, shared great memories, and don’t have to do it again. 

[Photo #4 – “Frances & John Dallen with an iguana and cactus 

in rocky terrain on a Galapagos Island”] 

 

Jim Greenberg’s Side of 2022 

Jim Greenberg reported that 2022 started off with about 18 inches of snow at his and 

Lisa’s home in Severna Park, so he promptly went skiing with his ski group to Snow Mass, 

Colorado where he discovered that his days of skiing are over. Now that he has given up skiing, 

https://dallen.posthaven.com/


and his orthopedist has given him a choice between his sailboat (remember his 28 foot trimaran?) 

and his right shoulder; he has totally immersed himself in a start-up called Biochar Life (see 

https://biochar.life/ and Jim Carmen’s post above). Biochar Life is the first company in the world 

accredited to train smallholder farmers to biochar their crop wastes per exacting verification 

standards, get paid for the resulting CO2 equivalent removal credits and use the biochar for soil 

amendments. Jim’s first year goal was to remove and sell 100 metric tons of CO2. The 

organization did 2,100 metric tons resulting in over $100,000 distributed to the smallholder 

farmers and local team members. Way to go, Jim! Unfortunately, the only photo of him I could 

find was locked down. 

 

Jim & Rene Orahood Help Bill McCauley Celebrate His 80
th

 Birthday 

Jim Orahood sent an email with a photo as proof that he and Rene had a wonderful time 

with Bill & Cindy McCauley in Key West for Bill’s birthday. Bill is our first classmate to 

celebrate his 80
th

 in 2023. They finished the celebration at Louie’s Backyard restaurant, which is 

in the house that our classmate Sam Brooks grew up in! Cindy & Bill had a B&B in the Truman 

Annex, where President Truman used to vacation. Since the day before Bill’s big day was Jim’s 

& Rene’s” anniversary, the McCauleys opened a $900 bottle of Moët Chandon for all to enjoy. 

Jim mused that this was one of those rare times – perfect weather, perfect place, great friends, 

and wonderful memories – that can be cherished forever. By the way, in case you were 

wondering, last fall. Bob Hunt was the first in the class to celebrate his 80
th

 – followed a month 

later by Fred Johnson. 

[Photo # 5 – “Jim Orahood, Bill & Cindy McCauley and Rene 

Orahood in Key West”] 

 

Our Colorado Contingent Celebrates Christmas with a Lunch 

Larry Stevenson took it upon himself to share names and photos of the annual Christmas 

lunch celebration gathering of classmates who live in Colorado. This year, the lunch was held at 

the Bear Dance Golf Club in Larkspur which is conveniently located mid-way between Denver 

and Colorado Springs. Twenty classmates, brides, and significant others attended and 

participated. As it did last year, the club opened just for this special event and provided its 

usually great buffet lunch – a feast of which everyone took full advantage.  

https://biochar.life/


[Photo #6 – “Chuck & Joyce Canella, Ann Wooten, Dick 

& Paulette Steiner were first in line and readied themselves for seconds and the Colorado 

Christmas lunch”] 

[Photo # 7 – “Mike Fellows, Nancy & Joe McCaffrey”] 

 

More Colorado Christmas Lunch Photos and News 

Ever the ones to make lemonade out of lemons, Gary & Patti Halstead shared that Gary 

has been diagnosed with early stages of dementia. No classmates could notice any difference. As 

the keeper of institutional memory, Patti said that he’s fine and they are both enjoying their new 

independent living digs where she has been relieved of cooking and house cleaning chores. They 

still travel – in 2022 to Washington, DC to see son, Scott, and his bride in Fairfax, Virginia and 

to bury Gary’s brother, Bruce (’61), at Arlington National Cemetery, and to Breckenridge, 

Colorado for Thanksgiving with daughter Kari and her family.  

[Photo # 8 – “The RED Table Starting with far side of 

the table: Tom Martin, Carla Henry, Gayle & Chuck Jones, Joe Henry,and  Patti & Gary Halstead 

enjoying the Colorado lunch”] 

 [Photo # 9 – “The NOT RED  Table with guest Tamara Hannaway 

and Larry Stevenson not showing their plates at the Colorado lunch”] 



 

Last Photo of the Colorado Lunch 

The morning day after the Colorado lunch, Larry Stevenson left on a Caribbean cruise. 

If he had had more time at lunch, Larry could have gotten a shot of Greg Johnson who was 

getting seconds while everyone else was mugging for photos.  

[Photo #10 – “The PARTIALLY RED Table with Gary Halstead 

(again) with Cindy & Les Krohnfeldt”] 

 

2022 – Not a Good Year for Classmate Brothers 

In his and Nancy’s Holiday Letter, Fred Hoblit mentioned that he lost his brother, Jerry 

(’58), in the spring. There was a very moving memorial ceremony in Houston (where Jerry 

lived); however, his final resting place will be Arlington at a time to be determined. Jerry likely 

was the most decorated person in his class with an Air Force Cross and four Silver Stars for 

starters. Fred & Nancy did make their annual pilgrimage to Michigan, but it was delayed by 

nearly two months due to a device implant to preclude strokes for Fred and pneumonia for 

Nancy. 

 

Gus & Diane Lee Send Christmas Wishes 

Gus & Diane Lee sent a Holiday letter full of old pictures and current good wishes: 

“May this find you in wholeness of spirit and health!” Their reference to family: “We joyfully 

embraced our four kids (who inspire and selflessly serve), and eight Grands (who read and 

happily thrive), in Estes Park and Grand Junction, Colorado, Boston, Seattle, Palm Springs, and 

Catalina Island, California. Gus lost his sister this year – Ying was 90. He mentioned that: in 

“Colorado’s frosty high elevation, my one lung went south so Diane and I moved west to soft, 

sea-level Northern California,” after selling their  Rockies dream house.” Consequently,” he says, 

“it’s good to breathe.” 

 

John Cruden Shares Friends and Family and Sends Good Tidings  

John Cruden’s Christmas card contained a pictorial summary of 2022 that was filled 

with family and love. Previously, he sent a photo of him kayaking in open water in Alaska. From 

the looks of the ship that he and his family were on, he might have chartered the entire vessel 

which is why they were all able to get into areas that bigger ships could not. A couple of weeks 

into the new year, he forwarded a photo taken at a restaurant in Virginia horse country of himself 

with M-1/F-3 originals Dennis Manske and Bill Kunzman. Besides some obvious reminiscing, 

the main topic was celebrating Bill’s new granddaughter born just this side of 2023. Since John 

and Dennis live in the Northwestern Virginia area and Bill still lives in a Seattle suburb, I’m 

guessing the new granddaughter’s parents live in Virginia. On January 24
th

, John posted the 

following on FaceBook: “Today would have been my beloved wife Sharon’s 77th birthday. I put 



a picture of her on the bench dedicated to her, which looks onto the Potomac River from Oranoco 

Park in Old Town Alexandria.  She walked along the path where the bench is located almost 

daily.  One of our neighbors brought beautiful flower pedals to place around the bench. Sharon’s 

indomitable spirit still shines brightly in the eyes of our daughters and grandchildren. She will 

live forever in our hearts. 

Photo #11 – “John Cruden (second from right) 

and family on the high seas of Alaska”] 

 

[Photo #12 – “Original M-1/F-3 mates John 

Cruden, Dennis Manske, and Bill Kunzman together again”] 

 

Dutch & Megan Hostler Visit the Mainland 

Dutch & Megan Hostler planned and executed a very worthwhile trip from their home 

on Oahu to the mainland between Thanksgiving and New Years. They spent most of their time 

on the East Coast – Georgia for Nine Line Foundation meetings, fund raising, motivational 

advices, and on-site up-dates; North Carolina for John & Margie Hedley’s Mediterranean 

(Italian) wine tasting and visiting their sons’ families for the holidays; and New York for on-site 

(Terrytown Marriott and West Point) 55
th

 Reunion coordination – so they could experience an 

entire four seasons of weather. Fortunately, Megan put herself in charge of packing for the 

expedition so they had all the clothes they needed for all conditions. While visiting the Hostlers 

with the Hedleys, I felt how lucky our class is to have dedicated classmates who continue to 

serve the class and veterans. 



[Photo #13 – “Dutch Hostler and John Hedley at Richard’s 

Coffee Shop and Military Museum in Mooresville, NC”] 

 

Bill & Cheryl Jeffries Transitioning Well From Hoosiers to Lovers 

As they all are, the Bill & Cheryl Jeffries Christmas Letter celebrated their move from 

Indiana to Northern Virginia (NOVA). Indiana was home for 22 delightful Hoosier years, but 

they are very happy to have become Virginians. Bill feels that it is as advertised – the place for 

lovers. When many associate NOVA with the DC suburbs, the Jeffries are a bit beyond that on 

(another) Lake Frederick tucked under the shadow of the Shenandoah Mountains. Between 

surgeries, European trips (remember The Passion Play and Checkpoint Charlie?), new business 

emphases, frequent physican therapy, church changes, book signings, ball games, teaching gigs at 

Carnegie Mellon, and beach visits, they have been delightfully busy all year. They live far 

enough away from the DC area that Bill joined a more rural West Point Society and enjoyed the 

Army Navy watch party with its members.  

[Photo #14 – “Cheryl & Bill Jeffries at an Army-Navy watch 

party at the base of the Shenandoahs”] 

 

Friendship Trumps Army Navy Rivalry – Sort of 

Kathy Shipley sent a photo of her hubby, Ricardo, and a long time Navy grad friend 

taken at the Shipley hacienda in San Antonio while watching the Army Navy Game. The 

expressions in this photo show that there is a real and deep friendship there – and one might be 

smiling a little more than the other. 



[Photo 15 – “Dick Shipley with long time good friend Jack 

Cosgrove (USNA 68) at the Shipleys’ for Army-Navy Game” 

 

The Army Football Team has Friends in High Places  

Right after Army’s win over Navy, Brian McKenna sent a couple of photos of how good 

weather can be on Sunday mornings in Tucson, Arizona and one of Brian & Karen with their 

parish priest, Fr. Chris, celebrating Army’s win over Navy. Fr Chris is a big fan as his Dad, 

Uncle, and Godson are all grads. Brian also sent a photo of a statue of St Francis at Corpus 

Christi Church in Tucson – wearing an Army baseball cap. It's nice to have your Parish priest 

rooting for the right team. 

[Photo #16 – “Brian & Karen McKenna with 

their parish priest, Fr, Chris, celebrating Army's win over Navy”]  

 

Another Army-Navy Gathering 

Jack & Bobbi Munson reported that they gathered with Bill & Patty Marriott, Bub & 

Angela Younts, and Ralph & Sandy Tuccillo at the home of Bob & Eileen Stroud in Bethany 

Beach, Delaware for their traditional Army-Navy watch party and pot luck. Jack also dropped a 

note that their daughter, Erin has been reassigned to the Council on Foreign Relations awaiting 

the promotion list to Brigadier General – a first for our class. 

 

Charlie & Janet Lieb Keep Traveling – No Matter What 

Charlie & Janet Lieb sent a photo Christmas card and a post-it saying that they have 

done a lot of traveling since we saw them at the Class Remembrance weekend in June. Part of 

the traveling related to family, golf, and Green Bay Packers (in addition to other games, they 

attended the Giants vs. Packers game in London). The big news was unscheduled due to 



Hurricane Ian. Their Florida condominium got hit by the 12-14 foot storm surge that has made it 

uninhabitable. They also lost a car, bikes, golf clubs, and other items stored in their garage. The 

fire-suppression system and elevator are still off-line and not projected to be operational until 

March or April. The condo was being remodeled when Ian hit, but no work can be done until the 

elevator is working. Sadly, the Liebs might miss hosting their annual gathering with Vietnam 

buddies; however, they will find parts of the world in need of economy bolstering.   

[Photo # 17 – “Charlie & Janet Lieb in London for the Packers-Giants 

game in October”]  

[Photo #18 – “Charlie & Janet Lieb at a private Green Bay 

Packers Board of Directors tour of Kennsington Palace”] 

 

Sandy Cohn’s Ukrainian Excellent Adventure Continues 
For those of you who use the Draft Notes a CliffsNotes version, you really missed the 

first part of Sandy Cohn’s initial latest blog. Following Sandy’s & Kathy’s opera sojourn to 

Vienna and Budapest, he struck out on his own to Ukraine. For those who read the “record” 

Notes and clicked onto his CNN video (that was available for a short time) most wanted to 

nominate him for Secretary of Defense. He gave military briefings to the NY Times, Washington 

Post, NBC, BBC, London Times, German media, Ukraine media and he was interviewed by the 

Ukrainian Army Press. At the DC area classmate and guest Holiday luncheon, he took a speaker 

call from Major General Volodymyr Havrylov, the Deputy Defense Minister of Ukraine so all 

could hear. The trip was dangerous, arduous, very cold, and exhausting (no water, heat, or 

electricity). He bluffed his way through checkpoints, slipped into Kherson just hours after the 

Russians retreated, and he had to trek on a long night walk after curfew avoiding Ukrainian 

patrols in search of Russians. He did this solely out of a sense of duty because he knew the 



reporting was inaccurate and the Ukrainian Army was failing to exploit its successes. No task too 

great for '68, even at 76 years old. 

 

Bursts of Classmates who sent Holiday Greetings 
As expected, classmates sent Holiday letters with news mostly about their kids, 

grandkids, and great extended family adventures. Steve Frushour and Bob Shimp are still 

blessed to have living parents. Steve & Mary are carrying on a tradition instituted by Jon & Aj 

Dodson of family and friends gatherings on the Outer Banks of North Carolina. Bob & Carol are 

keeping the travel industry solvent by traveling (the longest was a five-week trip to Australia, 

Tasmania, and New Zealand) and finding ways to contribute to worthy causes. All who are 

afflicted or in discomfort give thanks to Jim & Jinny Furr who operate our class Prayer Team 

email, and to Ralph & Sandy Tuccillo who reach out to classmates to ensure they are being 

taken care of and report to the Prayer Team. Speaking of families, the Holidays wouldn’t be the 

same without a family photo of the Cobey clan with Elwood & Mary Lou nestled into what 

appears to be a small town in Maryland who seen to resemble one another.  

[Photo #19 – “Ladies and 

gentlemen, (part of) the 2022 Cobey clan – minus the Sonduck branch – which appeared on the 

other side of the Christmas card”] 

 


