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On 22 May, Rick & Anne Wright attended the Distinguished Graduate Award 
Ceremony and Review at West Point and 
witnessed Rick’s Dad, LTG (Ret) John M. 
Wright, Jr. (’40), receive one of the five 2007 
awards.  Infantry classmates may recall LTG 
Wright was the CG of the Infantry School when 
we went to IOBC, Airborne and Ranger Schools.  
Those who served in the 101st in Vietnam may 
recall he was the CG from May 1969 to May 
1970. 
[Photo #1 – “Rick, Rick’s Dad, and Anne Wright 
at the Distinguished Graduate Award Ceremony 
last May”] 

Chuck Vehlow checked in from Scottsdale, AZ with lots of classmate news.  He reports 
that Jim Locher continues to serve the country by heading the Project on National Security 
Reform.  Jim is lining up folks from his ASD-SOLIC days at the Pentagon as well as Washington 
DC area think-tanks and universities from across the country.  There will be a book published 

this month of the project's first ten case studies of interagency 
operations over recent decades.  Chuck heard from Ralph 
D'Alessandro who retired from the lawyer-stress of San 
Francisco to take up happy and relaxed living in Colorado.  
Chuck & Katy visited John & Gail Westerlund in Flagstaff, AZ 
over the Labor Day weekend to catch up, play some tennis, see 
where part time Forrest Rangers go to get away from it all, and 
enjoy the cool climate of northern Arizona.   
[Photo #2 – “Former Tennis Team Teammates Chuck Vehlow 
and John Westerlund”] 

Leo Norton and Jock Merriam work for The Shaw 
Group and are able to get together frequently.  They were playing in a Society of American 
Military Engineers golf tournament in Jacksonville, FL when Jock hit his ball into a swampy 
waste area.  After walking over to look for his ball, Jocko said, “There are five balls right there!”  
Just as Leo started to say “don’t go in there,” he heard a scream and a splash (may not have been 
in that order, but I’m sure it was a manly scream).  Jocko had stepped into about 5 feet of 
primordial muck – wish I could show you the cell phone picture.  What is it about Rangers and 
swamps in Florida?  While Leo didn’t mention the odor, he did tell Jocko that if he needs a golf 
ball in the future, as his classmate, Leo would gladly give him one! 
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Speaking of Engineers, Henry Riser recounted an “Extreme Engineering” feature on the 
Discovery Channel that addressed the current construction of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge and 
showed numerous interviews with the undertaking’s project manager, Russ Fuhrman.  The 
show was quite interesting even though Russ never noted the importance of mooning traffic on 
the old bridge, as he had learned to do in the Zoo. 

Once again Dwight & Donna Lee took first place at the annual USNA Class of '58 "Hit 
and Giggle Golf CLASSIC" at Tantallon Country Club in Fort Washington, MD.  Displaying the 
form Nancy Hoblit would be proud of, Donna and her Navy wife teammate, Roxanne Kessler, 
made the two saving putts for birdies to bring in the win for the team that included Dwight Lee 
and USNA '58 grad Ed Kessler.  Dwight & Donna are probably the most published Army Couple 
in the Navy publication, 
SHIPMATES, because of this 
tournament.  But, the really 
important news is the arrival of 
grandchild #5, Samantha Madison 
Lee-Reid, last June 18th.  
[Photo #3 – “Dwight & Donna Lee 
with grandkids Kinsey, “Sam”, 
Michael, Matthew, and Jensen”] 

Mike & Rachel Potter continue to mix business with pleasure.  This time, they were in 
San Diego for a meeting and visited Larry 
& Diane Van Horn in (smoky) Carlsbad, 
CA.  The Van Horns sold their avocado 
farm, are truly retired, and are looking to 
move away from the land of riots, fires, 
earthquakes, and mudslides.  Mike also 
noted that Diane has recovered quickly 
from hip surgery – but, not fast enough for 
Diane’s tastes. 

[Photo #4 – “Mike & Rachel Potter with Larry & Diane Van Horn”]  
 The Army – Wake Forest football game in Winston-Salem brought Vic & Pat Hiatt out 
of Florida.  Dan &Gwynne Taylor (Dan is a Wake Forest Law alum and Gwynne is a prominent 
Winston-Salem arts fund raiser) hosted an apres game gathering for the class at their home in 
Winston-Salem, which drew Elwood & Mary Lou Cobey (drove in from Roanoke, VA to see 
the game and family), Walt & Kay Curl (they’re back from Augusta and are in the Winston-
Salem area where Walt does his orthopod stuff), Surry & Dorothy Everett (drove up from Bath 
to sample the B&B scene in Old Town W-S), Vic & Pat Hiatt (doing a great job at enjoying 
retirement and reconnecting after years of Air Force affiliation), John, Margie, and Marcia 
Hedley (always up for a classmate gathering), Dutch & Megan Hostler (both are Wake Law 
alums with kids in med school at nearby Duke), Howard & Heidi McElroy (he’s an attorney in 
Abingdon, VA and they had a Cadet son who made the trip section to the game), Gary & Cookie 
Roberson (Gary is a Wake Forest Law alum with family in Asheville), and Bill (William E – the 
architect in Tennessee) Robinson.  After the game and party, we convoyed back to Lake Norman 
with the Hedleys, Hostlers, and Hiatts in three cars – a procession choreographed by the 
Keystone Kops.   



[Photo #5 
– “The 
Wake 
Forest 
gathering 
at Dan & 
Gwynne 
Taylor’s 
home”] 

Two days after the game, the 68 mini reunion continued with Nick & Barbara Dienes 
rolling into the Hedley compound as part of their “North American RV Really Retired” tour, and 
the Hedleys and Dieneses joining the 
Hiatts, Hostlers, and Gerards for some 
intense company, poopschool, SAIC, and 
classmate catching up. 
[Photo #6 – “John Hedley, Dutch Hostler, 
Dumbo the Elephant, Vic Hiatt, and Nick 
Dienes at Lake Norman”] 

[Photo #7 – “Art & Pat Coogler with Marcia & 
By Shields in Apex, NC”] 

Art & Pat Coogler traveled to Apex, 
NC to attend the marriage of By & Marcia 
Shields’ daughter, Tamara.  Not surprisingly, 
Marcia was regal and dignified at the reception; 
however, By impressed everyone with his 

enthusiastic combination of dance steps he learned from Mrs. Holland and his first detail squad 
leader – called “the dying cockroach does the fox trot.”  Tamara and By are both attorneys with 
the NC Attorney General’s office, and Marcia is an HR exec with one of the companies in the 
area.  Art was By’s Best Man when he married Marcia in 1968 at Andrews AFB.  By and Marcia 
were Best Man and Matron of honor when Art and Pat were married at Ft Bragg in 1987.  As 
mentioned in the last Notes, Art & Pat still work in dentistry at Ft Jackson, but I didn’t mention 
that they just welcomed their 7th grandchild into the family.  Art recommended publishing the 
class gift stats for each company to foster competition.  While it’s a good idea, space does not 
permit; however, those stats are listed on our web site.  Generally, here’s the Regimental 
breakdown of in-hand contributions as of the end of September: 
1st Regt $783,503.90  
2nd Regt $762,607.50  
3rd Regt $406,413.63  
4th Regt $434,349.49  



The Class Gift Committee and Cadet ORSA-pod extraordinaire, Pat Toffler, have 
anguished over these numbers to understand the disparity in regimental contributions 
(Regimental leaders killed in Vietnam? Two Regiments new to the Corps?), given a rather even 
distribution of generous classmates, but all we can agree on is there is a significant disparity that, 
if evened out, would allow us to easily reach our goal. 

I know a lot of you proud parents and sponsors are conflicted with torment and pride over 
kids in harm’s way.  An illustration is that Mike & Kit Havey’s “YoungSon Michael,” a Redleg 
converted to Infantryman (the reverse is rarely achieved) has survived another Iraq tour of 
patrols, ambushes, and IED attacks and set foot on American soil in mid-December as a birthday 
present to his Dad and sedative to his mother.  As a minority in this country, we know and 
understand the duty of service implications of carrying out unaccompanied and hazardous 
missions.  We know that life is a gift – even if it isn’t tied with a bow.  Keep our new generation 
of warriors in your thoughts and prayers because there are fewer and fewer Americans that 
understand the concept and YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.   
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In October, we barged in on Andy & Betty Shaffer two days after they flew from Beijing 
to Midland – and that after a 20 day cruise/tour of Asia that took 
them from Korea through Japan and to China.  They were happy to 
have stayed in shape so they could climb on the Great Wall and 
make it look easy in front of the hosts of the next Olympics.  While 
in Midland, we all got to see and hear from Ken Burns regarding his 
making of The War – an event held in a local Junior College 
auditorium that was only about half full – which speaks volumes 
regarding the interest current citizens have about the defense of 
their country.  
[Photo #1 – “Andy & Betty Shaffer in China”] 

We then dropped in on Dick & Kathy Shipley, who also 
were spending a rare interlude together in San Antonio.  They 
reported that Hal & Donna Timboe have moved from San Antonio 
to Arkansas to be closer to grandkids.  Since we couldn’t mooch off 
of the Timboes, we killed time ‘til the NASCAR race by visiting 
local wineries and being the only folks not on a motorcycle to visit 
Luckenback. 
[Photo #2 – “Dick & Kathy Shipley wailing in Luckenback, TX”] 

The best thing we found to like about Army football this 
season was visiting classmates.  In early November, John Hoffman and his bride, Jody Mathie, 
hosted a USMAPS reunion.  This was the first time Art Ackerman, Nick Dienes, Jon Dodson, 
John Hedley, John Hoffman, Don McLane, George Shoener, and I have all been together in 
over 43 years.  George & Andrea, Jon & Aj, John & Margie, and Barbara and I flew in from the 
East Coast to stay at John’s and Jody’s home, while Don & Lydia and Nick & Barbara drove in 
from their local homes for both gatherings.  Art was passing through from hanging satellites in 
LA to killing birds in Kansas.  He’s still never in doubt – with a full range of techie toys and war 
stories.  Nick’s right arm was in a sling after rotator cuff surgery that he swears is not from 
patting himself on the back for retiring.  George & Andrea say they still enjoy working in the 
same Eastern Shore Health Care Center.  Although he couldn’t make it to the Poopster reunion, 
look for Tom Margrave to lead us in prayer at our 8 June gathering at the Vietnam Memorial 
Wall in Washington, DC. 
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[Photo #3 – “The class before the Air Force game:  (l-r, f-r) Bob Stroud, Gary Halstead, Bill 
Flowers, Jack Bussa, Chuck Jones, Dick Shipley; Dave Gerard, Jon Dodson, Ross Irvin, Nick 
Dienes, Joe Henry, Robby Robinson, Don McLane, Earl Newsome, Joe Mance, Les Krohnfeldt; 
George Shoener, Chuck Vehlow, John Hedley, John Hoffman, and Larry Stevenson”] 

The next night, John & Jody hosted a sit-down filet mignon dinner for 50 classmates and 
their families.  Chuck Jones rallied the class.  Joe Henry brought his original yellow 68 Vette 
convertible as a landmark for classmates to home (won’t use “zoom”) -in on.  It was great to see 
Chuck & Kate Vehlow, who had flown up from Arizona to visit Gary & Patti Halstead.  I’m 
amazed that Gary & Patty stay so well connected since they see no reason to have anything more 
than dial-up email – guess it must be bonds formed at the Academy, Ranger School (Gary & 
Robbie Robinson were Ranger Buddies), and weddings (the Halsteads are related to Jim & 
Rene Orahood through their kids’ marriage)…  The Halsteads hosted the tailgate at the Air 
Force game, and Chuck & Gayle Jones hosted a soup-based warm-up after the let down of the 
game.  Gayle was helped by Ross & Margaret Irvin (up for the E-3 reunion from Texas), Carla 
Henry, Cheryl Stevenson, and Becky Fellows – all who made the wise choice not to watch the 
game.  Mike Hart says he’s still “doing” real estate, but it’s not as fun as grandkids.  With all his 
big talk about settling down with a B&B, Bob Clarke is back in the Defense business – this 
time, with NORTHCOM.  Since the weekend was also an E-3 reunion, we had lots of 
opportunity to gather gossip – which mostly got swilled out due to single malt and cigars around 
the Hoffman fire pit.  Joe Mance swore that his electronics company, DEI, has nothing to do 
with Dale Earnhardt, Inc.   

While Joe & Maureen Guignon couldn’t make the E-3 reunion in Colorado, they did get 
to see an Army football game in late September when they had Ken 
Cummings’ daughter, Kim Page, and her children up to West Point to see 
a parade, parachute demonstration, the game, and visit the pool where 
Kim’s dad had helped lead Army swimmers to so many victories back in 
our day.  Don’t the kids look like their grandfather? 
[Photo #4 – “Ryan, Connor, and Molly Pate – Ken Cummings’ grandkids 
in front of a picture of their grandfather”] 



[Photo #5 – “The SMSS bozos – Dutch 
Hostler, Tom Beierschmitt, Mike 
Mears, Dave Gerard, John Hedley, Dale 
Hansen, Henry Riser, Peter Wallace 
Gary Roberson, and Vic Hiatt finding 
something to smile about after the A-N 
Game”] 

Classmate visiting continued 
into December in Baltimore, where 
Megan Hostler and Tom Beierschmitt 

helped AAA place 68 as a consolidated force at the Army-Navy Game.  We not only got to see 
Tom & Mary and Dutch & Megan but also Bob Beahm (dropped in from nearby Joppa, MD), 
Bob Brown (traveled a little further – like from Texas), Joe & Barbara Fowler (who shared 
crucial advice on where to eat since they live in a community close to Baltimore), John & 
Margie Hedley (still can’t get enough of classmates after all those years in Japan), Gary 
Halstead (a glutton for punishment after the AF game – but, as a retiree, he can and does travel – 
I didn’t see Pattie), Dale & Joyce Hansen (Dale is the new 68 Class Advisor to the AOG now 
that Dutch is an AOG Board Director), Vic & Pat Hiatt (up from Tampa to get re-grayed), Fred 
& Nancy Hoblit (they took some great pictures of people they think are classmates at the game, 
but, like the Hiatts, they’re getting re-grayed after years of AF blue – Nancy has recently retired), 
Steve Marcuccilli (still living in Hawaii), Mike & Pat Mears (Mike is continuing to fail 
miserably at retirement), Henry & Karen Riser (came over 
from Annapolis to join Dutch’s Single Malt Sipping Society – 
Karen has also recently retired), Gary & Cookie Roberson 
(by the end of the 2nd quarter, Cookie left to go museum 
exploring), Peter & Barbara Wallace (Pete endured the game 
with his son, Steve, and Steve’s bride, “Rocky,”the cutest 
master blaster I’ve ever met, while Barbara went with Cookie), 
and Jim & Lucile Swinney (they’ve relocated from Lake 
Anna, VA to Boynton Beach, FL). 
[Photo #6 – “Jim & Lucile Swinney at A-N in Baltimore”] 

Jeff Rogers dropped a note from the Space Coast of 
Florida to report that he and Carlie had a good time with 
Claude & Tina Johnson at the local Army-Navy WPS gathering despite the game outcome.  
Claude showed up in his B-robe – complete with turnout stars.  Jeff has been busy with the local 
WPS since he was leaned on to be President.  By way of family update, Jeff’s and Carlie’s oldest, 

Carter (’91) returned from Iraq earlier in 2007 
and is at HQ EUCOM in Stuttgart; 2nd oldest, 
Bryant (’94), is in the Florida Army guard and 
is headed for his 2nd deployment – this time to 
Afghanistan; and youngest son, Spencer (’01), 
is on his 2nd deployment in Iraq. 
[Photo #7 – “Claude & Tina Johnson with 
Carlie & Jeff Rogers at A-N on the Space 
Coast”] 



n December, Warren Bowland’s bride, MG Carla G. Hawley-Bowland, took 
command of North Atlantic Regional Medical Command/Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 
 There are already six classmates at WRAMC who are volunteers for the West Point Wounded 
Warrior Mentor program:  Bill Dickerson, Jon Dodson, Chuck Giasson, Jerry Hansen, Dave 
Hatcher, Bo Horn, Lyle Pirnie and.  All the guys live in the Washington, DC area except for 
Lyle, who lives in Massachusetts and feels that this is such an important program that he travels 
to WRAMC at his own expense to serve.  They are assigned soldiers at WRAMC with serious 
wounds like traumatic brain injury or amputees.  These "Mentors" pick up the soldier and their 
family and assist them in maneuvering the bureaucracy of the Army medical and VA disability 
system and in many other ways that the overburdened medical/VA system simply cannot handle. 

You get a stay-back from my rant on our Class Gift Fund because most of the folks who 
subscribe have already given.  But we still have more to do.  If you haven’t already, make your 
reservations for the reunion – rooms are limited.  Aside from having one of the largest 
contribution rates for Class Funds, we also have one of the largest reunion participation rates.  
It’s only right that we come and give together to honor those who gave so much when they were 
so young.  The rest of you are not auditing life – you’re showing up and making the most of it 
because YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.   
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SON��4IM������AND�DAUGHTERS�!SHLEY�AND�+IM
BERLY�THE�DAY�BEFORE�THE�-ARCHBACK�

�����"OB� "ROWN�� (ENRY� 2ISER�� AND� 'ARY�
(ALSTEAD�AT�!n.������

�����0AUL� *OSEPH� AND�
#HUCK� 6EHLOW� ON� #HUCK�S�
DECK�IN�3COTTSDALE�

�����4HE� %LWOOD� �� -ARY,OU� WITH� -ARY�
'RANADE��,ILY�4URMAIL��#HRISTOPHER�AND�7ILL�
#OBEY��!NNA�AND�'EORGE�4URMAIL�� AND�+ATE�
#OBEY�
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DOCTORAL�PROJECT��ESTABLISHMENT�OF�A�HOSPITAL�
CHAPLAINCY�IN�A�RURAL�HOSPITAL	��AND�IS�DOING�
FULL�TIME�MINISTRY�AS�RECTOR�OF�3T��-ATHEW�S�
#HURCH�AND�IS�THE�CHAPLAIN�FOR�THE�'LASGOW�
HOSPITAL�IN�-ONTANA��3AMAR�SINGS�AND�ACTS�
IN�A�PLAY�THAT�RELATES�REAL�STORIES�ABOUT�HOME
STEADERS�� IS� STILL� THE� EDITOR�OF� THE� LOCAL�PA
PER��AND�THE�BUTTONPUSHER�IN�CHARGE�OF�THE�
DIGITAL�ORGAN�AT�CHURCH��)F�YOU�WANT�TO�VISIT��
CONTACT�THEM�FOR�MAPS��BUT�BRING�YOUR�OWN�
PEMMICAN��JERKY��AND�LONG�JOHNS��9ES��THEY�
WILL�BE�AT�THE�REUNION�

3PEAKING� OF� 3OUTHERN� #ALIFORNIA�� *OE�
'UIGNON� DROPPED� A� NOTE� TO� LET� US� KNOW�
THAT��SOMEHOW��THE�PARTICIPANTS�OF�THE�%��
GOLF� TOURNAMENT� HELD� AROUND� 6ALENTINE�S�
$AY�IN�0ALM�3PRINGS�SURVIVED�YET�ANOTHER�

YEAR��4HE�EXERCISE�IS�MAINLY�JUST�A�WAY�TO�SEE�
HOW�MUCH�WIVES�WILL�TAKE�AND�TO�FUND�*ACK�
"USSA�S�RETIREMENT�SINCE�HE�IS�THE�ONLY�ONE�
WHO�WINS�ANYTHING��-AYBE�THAT�S�BECAUSE�
*ACK� IS� THE�ONE�WHO� TALLIES� THE�HANDICAPS��
SELECTS� THE� TYPE� OF� GAME�� AND� DETERMINES�
THE� lNAL� WINNERS�� 4HEIR� WEEK� WAS� lLLED�
WITH� GOLF� ON� BEAUTIFUL� COURSES�� PLENTY� OF�
)TALIAN� FOOD� �*ACK� ALSO� PLANS� THE� MENUS	��
LOTS�OF�WINE��MARVELOUS�WEATHER��AND�SUPERB�
CAMARADERIE��4HE�ONLY�PRAISEWORTHY�THING�
THIS�GAGGLE�INSTITUTED�WAS�TO�WEAR�SLACKS�TO�
PREVENT�BLINDNESS�OR�SHEAR�SHOCK�TO�ANYONE�
LOOKING�AT�THEIR�LEGS�

!LLAN� #RECELIUS� REPORTED� IN� WITH� THE�
�����#OMRIE#RECELIUS�FAMILY�FUN��TRAVEL��
AND�ADVENTURES��SURELY��YOU�REMEMBER�&4!�
OF� DAYS� OF� OLD	�� &UN� CONSISTED� OF� FAMILY�
QUALITY�TIME��GOLF��AND�POKER��4RAVEL�WAS�TO�

(AWAII�AND�,AS�6EGAS�FOR�FUN��SEE�ABOVE	��
HOWEVER�� !LAN� hMAXEDv� ARRANGING� A� ��TH�
ANNIVERSARY�hSECRETv�TRIP�TO�A�BEACH�SUITE�IN�
-EXICO�AND�A���DAY�CRUISE��IN�CELEBRATION�
OF�3ANDY�S�BIRTHDAY��TO�.EW�%NGLAND�AND�
#ANADA�� !DVENTURES� INCLUDED� EMERGENCY�
SURGERY�FOR�A�DAUGHTER�AND�EVACUATION�FROM�
THEIR� 3AN� $IEGO� HOME� AS� A� RESULT� OF� WILD�
lRES��4HE�lRE�EVACUATION�UNDERSCORED�WHAT�
hSTUFFv� WAS� IMPORTANT�PHOTO� ALBUMS��
HARD�DRIVES��AND�'RAY�'OOSE��

!LLAN�ALSO�REPORTS�THAT�IT�IS�POSSIBLE�THAT�
OUR�hFAIR�SHAREv�CLASS�COINS�MAY�HAVE�SOME�
MAGIC� IN� THEM�� /NE� GOLFRAINEDOUT� 3AT
URDAY�IN�$ECEMBER��HE�WENT�TO�AN�)NDIAN�
CASINO�TO�PLAY�POKER��USED�HIS�CLASS�COIN�AS�
A�CARD�PROTECTOR�FOR�THE�lRST�TIME��AND�CAME�

HOME� A� WINNER�� !�
MONTH� LATER�� HE� EN
TERED� A� .O� ,IMIT�
(OLD5M� TOURNA
MENT� IN� ,AS� 6EGAS��
USED� THE� COIN� AGAIN��
AND� MADE� THE� lNAL�
TABLE�� 4WO� FOR� TWO��
*UST� BECAUSE� WE�RE�
WITHIN� STRIKING� DIS

TANCE� OF� OUR� CLASS� GIFT� GOAL�� DOESN�T� MEAN�
THAT�WE�ALL�CAN�T�SHARE�THE�CLASS��AND�!LAN�S�
LUCK��4HERE�ARE�A�FEW�COINS�LEFT�AND�WILL�RE
MAIN�AVAILABLE�UNTIL� THEY�RUN�OUT�BECAUSE�
THE�GOAL�CONTINUES�TO�BE�TO�MAKE�OUR�DONA
TION�A�CLASS�OFFERING�� THERE�ARE�
LOTS�OF�USES�FOR�CLASS�GIFT�FUNDS��
WE�ALL�CAN�USE�ALL�THE�LUCK�WE�
CAN� GET�� 7HILE� WE� HAVE� SET� A�
RECORD� FOR� PERCENTAGE� OF� CLASS�
PARTICIPANTS�� WE�RE� STILL� SHOOT
ING�TO�MAKE�IT�TO�THE�����LEVEL��
!S� ALL� YOU� MATH� HIVES� KNOW��
THERE� ARE� TWO� WAYS� TO� MAKE�
THAT� GOAL�INCREASE� THE� NUM
BER�OF�CONTRIBUTORS�OR�DECREASE�
THE�TOTAL�NUMBER�OF�THOSE�ABLE�
TO�DONATE��3INCE�WE�VE�ALREADY�
LOST�MORE�THAN�WE�WANT��MAKE�
ANOTHER�GUT�CHECK�AND�CONSIDER�
JOINING�MOST� OF� THE� CLASS� AS� A�PARTICIPANT��
2EGARDLESS��WE�HAVE�TWO�MAJOR�EVENTS�THIS�
YEAR�THE�GATHERING�AT�4HE�7ALL�IN�$#�IN�
*UNE� AND� AT� OUR� ALMA� MA
TER� IN� 3EPTEMBER�SO�� GET�
UP��DRESS�UP��AND�SHOW�UP�
BECAUSE� 9/5�2%� !,,�
7%�6%�'/4��

����
-2��2/"%24�-��+)--)44
�����.ORTH�&ILLMORE�3T�
!RLINGTON��6!����������
�������������(	
�������������7	
+IMMITT�� AOL�COM
WWW�WESTPOINT�ORG�CLASS�USMA�����
3UBSCRIBERS�

4HIS�COLUMN�IS�BEING�WRITTEN�ON���-ARCH��
COVERING�NEWS�RECEIVED�SINCE���*ANUARY��-Y�
NEXT�DEADLINE�IS����*UNE�FOR�THE�3EPTEMBER�
/CTOBER�!33%-",9��

7E�START�THIS�TIME�WITH�THE�SAD�NEWS�OF�
THE�DEATHS�OF�*OHN�0EDERSEN�ON����-AY����
IN�.ORTHERN�#ALIFORNIA��(UGH�h2OCKYv�&LY�
ON���$EC����IN�'EORGIA��AND�*AY�7HEELER�
ON����*ANUARY�IN�3AN�$IEGO��!NITA���2OCKY�
WERE�MARRIED�ON���.OV����AT�7EST�0OINT�
AND� SPENT� YEARS� TOGETHER� IN� THE�!IR�&ORCE�
AND� !IR� &ORCE� 2ESERVES�� !NITA� CHRONICLED�
THE� LAST�MONTHS�OF�2OCKY�S� LIFE�AT��HTTP���
FENCEHOPPER�BLOGSPOT�COM����

4HE� FOLLOWING� CLASSMATES� JOINED� !NN�
7HEELER� AND� THEIR� CHILDREN� IN� REMEMBER
ING� *AY� AT� A� STIRRING� SERVICE� OFlCIATED� BY�
!NN�S� FATHER�� "ORNHOFT�� 3IOBHAN� �� "ILL�
"URKE�� $UFFY�� ,INDA� �� $UTCH� (ARMEL
ING�� (ELSEL�� (OLBROOK�� (ORNE�� ,ODER��

!LICE� �� 'ARY� -AR
SHALL��-AYER��#AROLE���
*IM� -C#ALL�� -C'UE��
/�4OOLE��"RIAN�/WENS��
1UINN�� 2HYNE�� 2OUN
TREE�� 3EILER�� 7ALLESTAD��
-ARIE� �� "OB� 9AAP��
:AIS��AND�OUR�HONORARY�
CLASSMATE�"OB�"ERRY��

*UST� BEFORE� GOING� TO�
PRESS�� WE� ALSO� LEARNED�
OF� THE� PASSING� ON� ���
&EBRUARY� IN� #OLORADO�
OF� *OHN� 0ETERS�� WIFE��
*O,YNN��$EMI���4OM�

(ENDRICKSON� REPRESENTED� THE�CLASS�AND�&
�� AT� THE�MEMORIAL� SERVICE�ON���-ARCH� IN�
0UEBLO�� !ND� #LAUDE� !LEXANDER� WAS� LAID�

�����4HE� #OMRIE#RECELIUS� CLAN� IN� SUNNY�
3OUTHERN� #ALIFORNIA�� 3HANNON�� #ASEY�� /LD�
#LASS�OF�@���'UY��3ANDY��!LICIA��AND�#OLLEEN�

�����%��GOLFERS�AT�$ESERT�&ALLS�##�IN�0ALM�3PRINGS��"ILL�&LOWERS��
*ACK�"USSA��*OE�#REEDEN��%ARL�.EWSOME��AND�*OE�'UIGNION��

�����(OLLY�+IMMITT��-IKE�,ANDRUM��"ILL�&OSTER��0EGGY�,OVE��$AN�
#OX��"ETH�&OSTER��,INDA�#OX��*IM�,OVE��AND�3HARON�,ANDRUM�

�����,OS� !NGELES�� 3IOBHAN�
��"ILL�"URKE�
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As previously reported, Dave Clemm retired as President & COO of Harris Interactive, 

Inc, a small market research firm he built into a major publicly-traded company that 
revolutionized the market research industry with its early Internet research offerings.  Since his 
retirement, Dave worked at his own pace as a management consultant and an advisor for private 
equity firms investing in the market research industry.  He got to spend more time with Jean and 
their family, and travel.  But, David may be failing retirement.  Last year, e-Rewards, an online 
market research panel provider, announced that Dave joined its Board of Directors, as a designee 
of Polaris Venture Partners, a Boston-based venture capital firm. 

[Photo #1 – “Dave Clemm, Terry Holland, Mike Palone, Dave Ohle, and Rich Carlson at Dan 
Kaufman’s retirement at WP”]  
 

Speaking of failing retirement, Gary Roberson dropped a note and picture noting Mike 
Mears was the guest speaker for the WPS of Western Pennsylvania (so far west that Terry 
Holland and Lamar Ratcliffe drove over from Cleveland) Founders Day celebration.  In his 
"retirement", Mike is writing, consulting and speaking.  Using some of his CIA experiences, 
Mike spoke on the key characteristics and principles of outstanding leaders.  In an effort to 
demonstrate that he has too much free time on his hands, he presented an amalgamation of 
chemistry and sociology, and converted the Periodic Table of Elements to a table of leadership 
and management attributes, which is also presented in his book to be released this month.  How 
many classmates have even LOOKED at a Peroidic Table since graduation? 
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[Photo #2 – 
“Steve Rogers, Terry Holland, Mike Mears, Gary Roberson, and Lamar Ratcliffe at the Western 
Pennsylvania WPS FD celebration”] 
 

Jim Orahood seems to be handling retirement well.  He says he loves to watch Rene 
work.  They saw Jim’s old roomie, John Gonzales, and his friend, Clara, in San Antonio in 
February when Rene had to attend a USAA panel meeting.  John is still in practice as a 
Dermatologist, has two sons (a doctor and an actor), and one granddaughter who gets most of 
John’s attention. 

 
Stott & Bobbie Carleton dropped a note to catch us up on their 2007 adventures.  Stott 

fished about 400 lobster traps and (in true cadet style) got the last one put away for the winter 
just before it snowed.  He still enjoys being on the lobster or sail boat almost every day.  Bobbie 
is steering clear of association with lobster fishing and devotes as much time as possible to being 
with grandkids. 

 
Dwight & Donna Lee announced their early transition plans for retirement since 

daughters Debbie moved to Connecticut, Dana got married and moved to a three acres “spread” 
in Southern Maryland, and Delinda is now dealing with military wife issues in the civilian world 
while her hubby is in the recruiting business in Dwight’s home state of North Carolina.  They 
checked out all the golf Meccas in California and Nevada, and gravitated to Pawley’s Island, 
South Carolina.  While on a fact-finding trip there, a member of the class of ’70 facilitated the 
introduction of prospective neighbors – Bob & Carol Fabrey and John & Jane McDonald.  
Although the Fabreys were in the process of moving to Farmington, NM, the three classmate 
couples got together for a hail and farewell dinner. 

 
Jon Dodson has been appointed to the Congressionally directed “Traumatic Brain Injury 

(TBI) Caregiver Panel” to survey current care and develop consistent training curricula to be used 
in training and educating TBI injured soldiers and their family members.  Jon is one of the 15 
panel members appointed from both military and civilian health care professionals from across 
the Nation.  His appointment is because of his 38 plus years of recovery from a Severe 
Penetrating TBI that merited his VA 100% disability. 

 
Ross Irvin reported on a small but enthusiastic turn out among classmates to listen to the 

Superintendent at the WPS of North Texas Founders Day dinner.  Besides Ross & Margaret, 
Phil Samuel (Linda was tending to mother, who recently had a stroke), and recent arrival Fr. 



Mike Cerrone attended. Mike brought along a couple with whom he had recently served, SFC 
Brian Foote and his wife Beth.  SFC Foote was reporting for duty at A Company, 2/8 Cavalry at 
Ft Hood, which 35 years ago was commanded by Captain Ross Irvin.  Classmates in the area 
continue to wait for Phil to announce that he has finished the patio he began work on when he 
retired from EDS two years ago. 

[Photo #3 – Margaret & Ross Irvin, Mike Cerrone, and Phil Samuel at the North Texas WPS FD 
celebration”] 
 

Next to report on Founders Day activities was Tom Beierschmitt, who clings to 
activities in Michigan.  As a man of few words – and many of them are not printable – not much 
news came with the pictures, so I don’t know why Lee O’Reilly was there (few move north to 
retire) or when Dick McClelland got his PhD and what he’s using it for, if Steve Nyquist is still 
running marathons, and what Tim Fisher is doing these days.  

[Photo #4 – 
“Lee O’Reilly, Tim Fisher, Steve Nyquist, Dick McClelland, and Tom Beierschmitt at the 
Michigan WPS FD celebration”] 
 



Allan Crecelius reported that the FD in San Diego was a hit, with T. Boone Pickens and 
his bride, Madeline, "donating" (underwrote) the dinner and two golf foursomes at the Del Mar 
Country Club to entice the Supe to come and speak.  Allan was invited to play, had a great time, 
and managed not to embarrass us.  At the dinner, Allan got to say hi to Rich Scaglione briefly as 
he was trying to "herd cats" in his role as Admissions Advisor for the region.  

 
Bob Shaw forwarded a picture of he and Dan Adams at Founders Day celebration in 

Baton Rouge.  Joel & Janice Pigot were in Scotland at the time.  

[Photo #5 – “Bob Shaw, Coach Brock, and Dan Adams at the LA FD celebration”] 
 
Chuck Jones reported a banner Founders Day for the Denver WPS with 9 classmates and 

their spouses/dates to help Chuck & Gayle celebrate his swan song as the WPSD President.  

[Photo #6 – “Robby & Cathy Robinson, Mike & Janean Hart, Mike & Becky Fellows, Carla 
Henry (in front), Cheryl Stevenson (in back), Joe Henry, Patti Halstead, Larry Stevenson (in 



back), Gary Halstead, Gayle Jones, Lydia McLane, Chuck Jones, Don McLane, Judy Spuler, and 
Chuck Canella at the Denver WPS FD Celebration”]  
 

George Shoener sent a picture Andrea had taken with her cell phone of George with Joe 
Fowler, Dick Steiner, Henry Riser, and Mark Barnett at the Annapolis WPS Founders Day 
celebration.  While we all could recognize these guys, the picture was not up to Assembly 
standards.  Please, the more pixels the better.  Dick Steiner has produced what I believe to be the 
best CD so far for our 40th reunion in September – 27 songs from our four years at The Rock.  To 
meet legal requirements, only seven CDs are authorized to have identical playlists.  So, the 27th 
“bonus song” varies from CD to CD, but each is a Top 40 song from July 1964 to June 1968.  
Founders Day was the first time George had seen Mark Barnett since graduation.  Mark is 
having fun doing consulting work for NSA, has a home in Virginia and rents an apartment in 
Annapolis.   

 
Joe Fowler sent a picture of he and Barbara with Russ & Marjorie Fuhrman and Tay 

& Rebecca Yoshatani out together for a night on some town (DC, Baltimore, Annapolis…).  
Russ is still in charge of the new Wilson Bridge construction, and Tay has returned to Maryland 
from California. 

[Photo #7 – “Joe & 
Barbara Fowler, Marjorie & Russ Fuhrman, and Rebecca & Tay Toshatani gathered for the good 
times”] 
 

While Bill Jeffries is keeping an international tempo with his family to impress upon 
them that the world is their oyster, they are eating more oysters at home.  He has been picked up 
on the Graduate Business School faculty of Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar as well as the 
Executive Education faculty at Georgia Tech, and University of Pittsburgh.  His book, Hannibal, 
Hummers, and Hot Air Balloons, is being translated into Mandarin, and he is shopping for a 
translator for his MBTI books to introduce them in France. His company, ESI, has partnered with 
a new firm in China.  Although Bill, Cheryl, Austin, and Paul spend time in Europe, the Arabian 
Peninsula, and Asia, they vacation in the USA – skiing at Deer Valley and para-sailing, 
helicopter riding over volcanoes, and snorkeling with giant sea turtles in Hawaii.  His book, Trap 
Door to the Dark Side – a fictional memoir of a captain thrust into an unconventional secret war 
along the border of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia is doing well and critical reading for anyone 



wanting to understand our role in Iraq today.  No, the main character is neither “Jarrison Hack” 
nor “Jill Befferies.”  The closing paragraph to his holiday letter is too good to not share:  “We 
truly have so much to be thankful for in this great country.  It is too easy to forget that we sit in 
comfortable homes, watch American Idol, complain about imaginary junk science such as global 
warming, and fret about the dearth of political candidates with any moral compass.  Thank God 
some of our numbers are still willing to fight for what is right and decent! They are called 
soldiers.”  

 
By the time you receive these ramblings, many of you will have already attended the class 

gathering at the Vietnam Memorial.  Your reunion bio update should already be in to Frank & 
Michele Lynch, your earnest money and souvenir orders should be in to Dutch & Megan 
Hostler, and your football ticket orders should be in to AAA as part of your preparation for the 
reunion in September.  Why are we going – except to laugh again with one another? Because 
we’ve learned to put a premium on those few people who can appreciate us for what you are.  
YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT  
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+NAPP�IF�YOU�WANT�TO�PAR
TICIPATE�v

/KAY��)�VE�GOT�TO�ADMIT��
THIS�REPORT�IS�PRETTY�BORING��
BUT�AS�*OHN�SAYS��YOU�LL�GET�
MY�FULL�REPORT�IN�THE�NEXT�
0OOPER�3COOPER�

���*UN�����$OUG�h&AT�
$ADDYv�0RINGLE�CONTINUES�
TO�DO�MARVELOUS�WORK� FOR�
OUR� 7OUNDED� 7ARRIORS��
(IS� COMPANY�� $ISABLED�
3PORTS�53!�&AR�7EST�WILL�BE�
HOSTING����3OLDIERS�RECENTLY�
DISABLED� IN� )RAQ� AT� A� SPORTS�
CAMP� IN� 3ACRAMENTO�� #!��
NEXT� WEEK�� !LL� EXPENSES� FOR� THEM� AND� THEIR�
SPOUSES�ARE�PAID�FOR�BY�$OUG�S�ORGANIZATION��
/NE�HIGHLIGHT�OF�THE�WEEK�WILL�BE�ON����*UNE��
WHEN�THE�7OUNDED�7ARRIORS�WILL�ATTEND�A�
BASEBALL�GAME�AT�THE�MINOR�LEAGUE�BALLPARK�
IN� 3ACRAMENTO�� WHERE� THEY� WILL� BE� INTRO
DUCED� AND� WILL� THROW� OUT� THE� lRST� PITCH��
$OUG�EXPECTS��������PEOPLE�WILL�BE�THERE�
TO�WELCOME�THEM�HOME��5NSURPASSED�

���*UN�����$READFUL�NEWS�FROM�4OM�
0ARR�TODAY��"OB�-ILLER�LOST�HIS�HEROIC�BATTLE�
WITH�CANCER�THIS�MORNING�AT�������,ILA�WAS�
AT�HIS�SIDE�WHEN�HE�PASSED��!S�MOST�OF�YOU�
KNOW��THIS�WAS�"OB�S�THIRD�BATTLE�WITH�CAN
CER�OVER�THE�PAST�TEN�YEARS��ALL�OF�IT�CAUSED�
BY� EXPOSURE� TO� AGENT� ORANGE� IN� 6IETNAM�
0LEASE�KEEP�"OB���,ILA� IN�YOUR� THOUGHTS�
AND�PRAYERS�

���*UN�����!LRIGHT��MORE�(IGH�2OLLER�
2OLL�#ALL�HONORS��AND�THIS�ONE�IS�WAY�ALSO�
WAY�COOL��7OODY���$EBBIE�3PRING�S� SON�
*USTIN�HAS�MADE�THE�5�3��/LYMPIC�GYMNAS
TICS�TEAM��(E�MADE�THE�TEAM�COMPETING�ON�
THE�HIGH�BAR�AT�THE�5�3��/LYMPIC�TRIALS�THIS�
PAST� WEEKEND�� -AKE� SURE� YOU� WATCH� AND�
CHEER�FOR�HIM�IN�"EIJING��5NSURPASSED�

��� *UN� ���� (AVE� LEARNED� THAT� TWO�
CLASSMATES�NOW�WORK�AND�LIVE�DOWN�UNDER��
$OUG���*OANNE�3TARR� ARE� IN�-ELBOURNE��
!USTRALIA��WHERE�$OUG�HAS�WORKED�THE�PAST�
FOUR�YEARS�IN�CONJUNCTION�WITH�THE�!USSIE�S�
ACQUISITION�OF� THE�-��!BRAMS� TANK��0AUL�
(ASEMAN�IS�'ENERAL�#OUNSEL�FOR�2AYTHEON�
!USTRALIA�� h-Y� ASSIGNMENT� HERE� IS� FOR� AT�
LEAST�A�YEAR�AND�LIKELY����MONTHS��'OT�HERE�
IN�-AY��SO�)�M�JUST�SETTLING�IN��7ITH�DAUGH
TER����*ANELLE�MARRYING�IN�3EPTEMBER�AND�
DAUGHTER����,YNN�HAVING�A�BABY�THE�SAME�
DAY�AS�THE�WEDDING�AND�ALSO�BEING�THE�-A
TRON�OF�(ONOR�AT�*ANELLE�S�WEDDING��6IVIAN�
DECIDED�TO�STAY�BEHIND�FOR�A�FEW�MONTHS�TO�
ASSIST�WITH� SOME�OF� THE�GOINGSON��3O� )�M�
BATCHING� IT� HERE� IN� #ANBERRA� FOR� AWHILE�v�
4HIS�APPEARS�TO�BE�AN�EXCELLENT�OPPORTUNITY�
FOR�US�ALL�TO�VISIT�/Z��SINCE�WE�NOW�HAVE�TWO�
FREE�PLACES�TO�STAY�FOR�AS�LONG�AS�WE�LIKE�

���*UN�����4WO�MORE�CLASS�HEROES� TO�
REPORT� ON�� "ILL� &RECCIA� PARTICIPATES� IN� A�

PROGRAM�AT�4HE�0ECHMAN�
&ISHING� %DUCATION� #ENTER�
IN�&AYETTEVILLE��.#��TEACH
ING� 7OUNDED� 7ARRIORS�
HOW� TO� mY� lSH� FOR� TROUT��
(ART� ,AU� SENT� ME� A� GREAT�
UPDATE� ON� THE� MAGNIlCENT�
ACTIVITIES�OF�#!53%��#OM
FORT�FOR�!MERICA�S�5NIFORMED�
3ERVICES�%LITE	��(ERE�S�A�BRIEF�
PART�OF�(ART�S�REPORT��h/N����
-AY�� WE� OPENED� THE� LATEST�
BRANCH�OF� THE�#AUSE�DIGITAL�
ENTERTAINMENT� LIBRARY� �#
$%,	�FOR�PATIENTS�RECUPERAT
ING� AT� ,ANDSTUHL�S� -EDICAL�

4RANSIENT�$ETACHMENT�IN�'ERMANY��#$%,S�
OFFER�8BOX������0LAY3TATION���AND�7II�GAM
ING� SYSTEMS� ALONG� WITH� THE� ASSOCIATED� VIDEO�
GAMES�AND�THOUSANDS�OF�$6$S��#$%,S�GIVE�
3OLDIERS�SOMETHING�TO�DO�AT�NO�COST�WHILE�
WAITING�FOR�THE�NEXT�MEDICAL�OR�PHYSICAL�THERA
PY�APPOINTMENT��OR�TO�HELP�THEM�lLL�THE�LONG�
EVENING� AND� WEEKEND� HOURS� WHEN� THERE�S��
TOO�MUCH�TIME�TO�THINK�ABOUT�ALL�THAT�HAS�
HAPPENED�AND�WHAT�THE�FUTURE�MIGHT�HOLD��
"UZ�!LTSHULER�REPRESENTED�����AT�THE�,AND
STUHL�LAUNCH�AS�OUR�REMAINING�'/�ON�ACTIVE�
DUTY��)T�WAS�GOOD�TO�HAVE�HIS���+ATHI�S�SUP
PORT��SINCE�#AUSE�IS�BASICALLY�A�������WIVES�
INITIATIVE�$ICK� 7ATERMAN� �� $EBBIE�
7ENNER��0AUL���6IVIAN�(ASEMAN��"EACH�
��*OYCE�$OHENY��AND�"ARBARA���ME�AT�THE�
BEGINNING�BUT� SINCE� THEN� JOINED� BY� LOTS�
OF�OTHERS��*OHN���*UDY�#ALDWELL��2ON���
3UZANNE� .APLES�� -ARY� !NN� AND� -ONTY�
-IEGS�� %D� �� -ARY� 3ULLIVAN�� 'EORGE� ��
*ANE�.EWMAN��(ARRY�*ORGENSON��AND�&RED�
(ARTMAN�COME�READILY� TO�MIND�v�7AY�TO�
GO��CLASSMATES��YOU�MAKE�US�ALL�PROUD�

��*UL�����/KAY��)�M�LATE�AGAIN��AS�USU
AL��)T�WILL�BE�FOOTBALL�SEASON�WHEN�YOU�GET�
THIS��KEEP�THE�FAITH��.EVER�FORGET�OUR�MAG
NIlCENT�TROOPS��AND�REMEMBER�ESPECIALLY�
YOU�� $EWEY�NEMO� MORTALIUM� OMNIBUS�
HORIS�SAPIT��"%!4�.!69�

����
$!6%�'%2!2$
�����(ARBOR�#IRCLE
4ERRELL��.#������
�����������
GERARDD CHARTER�NET
WWW�WESTPOINT�ORG�CLASS�USMA�����
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4HE�LAST�&OUNDERS�$AY�PHOTO�FOR�THE������
SEASON� CAME� FROM� &T�� ,EAVENWORTH� AND�
SHOWED� $AVE� �� )RENE� $RUMMOND� WITH�
THE�"ELGIAN�COUPLE�THEY�SPONSORED�LAST�YEAR��
!FTER� ��� YEARS� OF� FEDERAL� SERVICE�� $AVE� IS�

�����"ILL� &RECCIA� TEACHES� A�
7OUNDED�7ARRIOR�HOW�TO�mY�
lSH�FOR�TROUT�

NOW�RETIRED�AND�DEVOTING�HIS�TIME�TO�THEIR�
+ANSAS�HORSE� RANCH�� FOX�HUNTING�WITH� THE�
&T�� ,EAVENWORTH� (UNT� #LUB�� AND� DOTING�
OVER�THEIR�SIX�GRANDCHILDREN�

.ELLIE� ,AUGHTON� FORWARDED� THE� NEWS�
THAT�HIS� SON��+EVIN����WIFE� *EN�HAD� THEIR�

lRST�LAST�-ARCH��.ATHAN�IS�GRANDSON�NUM
BER�THREE�AND�GRANDCHILD�NUMBER�FOUR�FOR�
.ELLIE�� 7HILE� .ELLIE� ADMITS� THAT� HE� CAN�T�
KEEP� UP� WITH� THE� #OBEYS�� *IM� �� +AEW�
#ARMAN�S�KIDS�ARE�POPPING�OUT�GRANDKIDS�
AT�AN�ALARMING�RATE��3ON�3EAN���WIFE�4IF
NEY�HAVE�JUST�PRESENTED�*IM���+AEW�WITH�
GRANDSON� NUMBER� lVE� AND� GRANDCHILD�
NUMBER�TEN��

)N�-AY��6IC���0AT�(IATT��$UTCH���-E
GAN� (OSTLER� �ALONG� WITH� SONS� $AVID� AND�
#HRISTOPHER	�� AND� (ENRY� �� +AREN� 2ISER�
CONVERGED�FROM�&LORIDA��#ONNECTICUT��AND�
-ARYLAND�ON�,AKE�.ORMAN� TO� JOIN� *OHN�
��-ARGIE�(EDLEY�AND�"ARBARA�AND�)�FOR�A�
3-33�MEETING��4HIS�WAS�THE�LAST�TIME�THE�
(OSTLERS�HAD�FOR�A�BREAK�BEFORE�THEY�HAD�TO�
SET�TO�WORK�SHIPPING�$AVID�TO�(AWAII��HIS�
lRST�ASSIGNMENT�AFTER�GRADUATING�FROM�$UKE�
-EDICAL	��PARTICIPATING�IN�THE�CLASS�GATHER
ING�IN�$#�AT�THE�6IETNAM�-EMORIAL��FUR
THER�COORDINATING�OUR�3EPTEMBER� REUNION��
GOING�TO�(AWAII�TO�CLOSE�ON�$AVID�S�CONDO��
PREPARE�IT�FOR�HOUSEHOLD�GOODS��OVERSEE�IN
SIDE� OUT� CONSTRUCTION� AND� REDECORATION� OF�
THE� CONDO�� CONSIGN� FOR� THE� SHIPMENT�� AND�
HELP�WITH�CONDO�SETUP��)F�YOU�WONDER�WHY�
THE�(OSTLERS�ARE�DOING�ALL�THIS��THEY�lGURE�
THAT�$AVID���HIS�BRIDE�+IM��WHEN�SHE�RE
TURNS�FROM�!FGHANISTAN	�WILL�LIVE�THERE�FOR�

�����&$� AT� &T�� ,EAVENWORTH�WITH� "ELGIAN�
-!�GRAD�3TEVEN�6AN�DEN�"OGAERT��HIS�BRIDE�
4AMARA�,AVRIJSEN�WITH�THEIR�SPONSORS�)RENE���
$AVE�$RUMMOND�

�����4HREE�GENERATIONS�OF�,AUGHTON��5NCLE�
*EFF��+EVIN�HOLDING�.ATHAN��AND�.ELLIE�
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THE�THREE�OR�FOUR�YEARS�OF�HIS�INTERNSHIP�AND�
RESIDENCY� AND�$UTCH���-EGAN�WILL� KEEP�
THE�CONDO�AS�A�FAMILY�VACATION�HOME�ONCE�
THE�KIDS�HAVE�MOVED�ON�TO�THE�NEXT�!RMY�
POSTING��!S�FOR�THE�REST�OF�US��IT�WAS�JUST�AN
OTHER�DAY�IN�PARADISE�AND�AN�EFFORT�TO�SAVE�
3COTLAND�FROM�lNANCIAL�COLLAPSE��

-EMORIAL� $AY� WEEKEND� AT� THE� 2OCKY�
6ERSACE�-EMORIAL�0LAZA�IN�!LEXANDRIA��6!��

BROUGHT�A�PRELUDE�TO�OUR���*UNE�GATHERING�
AT�THE�6IETNAM�-EMORIAL�IN�7ASHINGTON��
$#��!MONG�THE����!LEXADRIANS�WHO�WHERE�
+)!�-)!�IN�6IETNAM�AND�ARE�REMEMBERED�
AT� THE�0LAZA� IS� CLASSMATE�(ENRY�3PENGLER��
!S�FATE�WOULD�HAVE�IT��"ETTE��(ANK�S�WIDOW�
WAS�SCHEDULED�TO�BE�IN�THE�$#�AREA�AT�THAT�
TIME��AND�WAS�ABLE�TO�ATTEND��ALONG�WITH�HER�
SON�AND�HIS�FAMILY�

4HE�#OLORADO�3PRINGS�AND�$ENVER�GANG�
ASSEMBLED�AT�A�LOCAL�WATERING�HOLE�FOR�LUNCH�
TO�WISH�ITSELF�HAPPY���TH��4HE�VENUE�CON

SISTED�OF� INVOCATION�� LUNCH�� SINGING�OF� THE�
h!LMA�-ATER�v� AND� A� CAKE�BAKED�BY�0AUL�
"AERMAN�HIMSELF�

)N�EARLY�*UNE��WHILE�WE�WERE�PULLING�IN�
TO�VISIT�THE�2ISERS�IN�!NNAPOLIS��*OE���-AU
REEN� 'UIGNON� HOSTED� A� DINNER� PARTY� FOR�
���%��CLASSMATES��THEIR�BRIDES��*EFF�2IEK�S�
FAMILY� OF� ���� AND� THE� #UMMINGS�� FAMILY�
NEXT�OF�KIN��&RANKI�"ENNETT��+EN�S�WIDOW	��

AND�THE�0AGE�ENTOURAGE��*EFF�S�SISTER��.ATALIE��
AND�HIS�BROTHER��*USTUS��WITH�THEIR�SUPPORT
ING�CREW�SHOWED�UP�FOR�SOME�STORY�TELLING�
AND�MEMORIES��4HE�STORY�OF�*EFF�S�FAMOUS�!4
,!3��THE�PARACHUTING�TURTLE��WAS�RETOLD�WITH�
LAUGHS�� 4HE� 2IEK� CONTINGENCY� WAS�
THE�LARGEST�GROUPING�OF�NEXT�OF�KIN�FOR�
THE���*UNE�MEMORIAL��)N�ADDITION�TO�
THE�SIX�%��CLASSMATES�TO�ATTEND��EIGHT�
OTHERS� FROM� THE� COMPANY� SENT� IN�
STORIES�AND�NOTES�THAT�WERE�RELAYED�
TO� THE� FAMILY�DURING� THE�EVENING��
4HE�CAPTAIN�HANDING�OUT�THE�ROSES�
TO�THE�NEXT�OF�KIN�DURING�THE�3UN
DAY�MORNING�CEREMONY�WAS� *EFF�S�
NIECE��.ATALIE�(OFFMAN��

3IMULTANEOUSLY��2AND���!NNE�
!LLEN� HOSTED� A� COCKTAIL� PARTY� FOR�
THE� CLASS� AT� THE� #ONGRESSIONAL�
#OUNTRY�#LUB�IN�"ETHESDA��2AND�
IS� A� PARTNER� WITH� +� 3TREET� GIANT�
7ILEY�� 2EIN� ,,0�� RECOGNIZED� AS�
ONE� OF� THE� TOP� GOVERNMENT� CON
TRACT�LAWYERS�IN�!MERICA��AND�WAS�
INSTRUMENTAL�IN�GETTING�"OEING�REIN
STATED�AS�A�$EFENSE�CONTRACTOR�AFTER�IT�
HAD�BEEN�SUSPENDED�FOR�OVER�FOUR�YEARS��AND�
GETTING� THE�!&�4ANKER� CONTRACT� AWARDED� TO�
A�FOREIGN�DOMESTIC�TEAM�OVERTURNED�BY� THE�
'!/��

$EPUTY�!SSISTANT�3ECRETARY�OF�THE�!RMY�
�3TRATEGIC� )NFRASTRUCTURE	� AND� .ATIONAL�
-USEUM�OF�THE�5�3��!RMY�0ROJECT�%XECU
TIVE�/FlCER� *ERRY�(ANSEN� NOTED� THAT� THE�
-AY*UNE������-ILITARY�2EVIEW�CONTAINED�
AN� ARTICLE� ENTITLED�� h4HE� -OST� )MPORTANT�
4HING��,EGISLATIVE�2EFORM�OF�THE�.ATIONAL�
3ECURITY�3YSTEM�v�BY�*IM�,OCHER��*IM�IS�%X

ECUTIVE�$IRECTOR�OF�THE�0ROJECT�ON�.ATIONAL�
3ECURITY� 2EFORM�� A� NONPARTISAN� INITIATIVE�
SPONSORED�BY�THE�NONPROlT�#ENTER�FOR�THE�
3TUDY�OF�THE�0RESIDENCY��(IS�PIECE�POINTED�
OUT� THAT� THE�NATIONAL� SECURITY� SYSTEM�CRE
ATED�BY�THE�.ATIONAL�3ECURITY�!CT�OF������IS�
IN�NEED�OF�ENTERPRISELEVEL�TRANSFORMATION�TO�
PROVIDE� THE�RESPONSIVENESS��mEXIBILITY��AND�
INTERAGENCY�COORDINATION�REQUIRED�BY�CUR
RENT� THREATS��"OTH�*ERRY�AND�*IM�ATTENDED�
THE�GATHERING�AT�THE�7ALL�ON�*UNE��HOWEVER��
*ERRY� MISSED� THE� BRUNCH� BECAUSE� HE� TOOK�
"ILL�2EICHERT�S�BROTHER�BACK�TO�HIS�HOTEL�SO�
HE�COULD�CATCH�A�mIGHT�BACK�TO�&LORIDA��

4HE�CLASS�GATHERING�AT�THE�6IETNAM�-E
MORIAL�IN�7ASHINGTON��$#��WAS�ONE�OF�THE�
MOST�MEMORABLE��PROFESSIONALLY�ORCHESTRAT
ED��AND�TENDER�EVENTS�)�HAVE�EVER�ATTENDED��

!S�THE�FOCAL�POINT�FOR�THE�CLASS�IN�THE�$#�
AREA��'ORDON�4ILLERY�ASSEMBLED�A�TEAM�THAT�
SPARED�NO�AMOUNT�OF�CARE�AND�ENERGY�TO�CRE
ATE��2ALPH�4ILDON��WITH�THE�HELP�OF�CLASS
MATES�THROUGHOUT�THE�5�3���MANAGED�TO�LO
CATE�NEXT�OF�KIN�FOR�MOST�CLASSMATES�KILLED�IN�
6IETNAM�AND�ARRANGED�FOR�NEXT�OF�KIN�OF����
OF�OUR�DEPARTED�CLASSMATES�TO�ATTEND��)T�WAS�
ALL�SPECTACULAR�AND�MADE�EVER�SO�PERSONAL�
FROM�THE�YELLOW�ROSES�FOR�EACH�OF�OUR�FALLEN�
CLASSMATES��THE�BEAUTIFUL�WREATH��THE�MOVING�
WORDS�BY�$AVE�/HLE��*ERRY�(ANSEN��#HUCK�

�����-ARGIE� (EDLEY�� "ARBARA� 'ERARD��
+AREN���(ENRY�2ISER��6IC���0AT�(IATT��-EGAN�
(OSTLER�� $AVID� (OSTLER�� /RCA� THE� 3HRINKING�
7HALE��*OHN�(EDLEY��AND�$UTCH�(OSTLER�SIP
PING�AT�,AKE�.ORMAN��.#�

�����"ETTE� 3PENGLER�� HER� SON�� FAMILY� AND�
FRIENDS�INCLUDING�*IM�,OCHER��*OHN�+EANE��AND�
"OB�"ALOG�AT�THE�!LEXANDRIA��6!��-EMORIAL�
$AY�#EREMONY��

�����(APPY���TH�FROM�#OLORADO��-ARV���!NN�7OOTEN��,ARRY���#HERYL�3TEVENSON��#HUCK���
'AYLE�*ONES��'ARY���0ATTI�(ALSTEAD��*AY���,YN�&RANCIS��.ICK���"ARBARA�$IENES��#HUCK�#ANNELLA��
0AUL���+ERRY�"AERMAN��,ES���#INDY�+ROHNFELT��3TEVE���%LLIE�7ILLIAMS��AND�"OB���!NNELIESE�
#LARKE�

�����4OM� 6OLLRATH�� "OB� 3TROUD�� +EN� .ICHOLSON��
2OSS�)RVIN��*ESS�'ATLIN��AND�*OE�'UIGNON�WITH�*EFF�2IEK�S�
FAMILY�THE�NIGHT�BEFORE�OUR�GATHERING�AT�THE�WALL�



� ��� !33%-",9���3%04%-"%2���/#4/"%2�����

(AWKINS��$UTCH�(OSTLER��*OE�&OWLER��AND�
*OHN� +EANE�� THE� PHOTOGRAPHIC� RENDERING�
BY�$AVID�4AYLOR��TO�THE�EMOTIONAL�RENDER
ING�OF�h4APSv�BY�$ICK�-C#LELLAND��)T�WAS�
A�LOVING�TEAM�EFFORT��THE�PERFECT�PRELUDE�TO�
3EPTEMBER� IN�.EW�9ORK�� AND�UNDERSCORES�
THE� HEARTRENDING� TRUTH�9/5�2%� !,,�
7%�6%�'/4��

7HILE� WE� WERE� REMEMBERING�� OTHERS�
WERE�lGHTING��*OHN�&RINAK�WROTE�TO�WARN�
US� THAT� *OHNNIE�-ILLER�WAS� SLIPPING� AWAY�
FROM�US�DUE� TO�HIS�lGHT�
WITH�CANCER��)T�IS�MY�SAD�
DUTY� TO� INFORM�YOU�THAT�
3HARON�� *OHNNIE�S� BRIDE�
OF����YEARS��CALLED�TO�IN
FORM�US�OF�THE�PASSING�OF�
OUR�DEAR�CLASSMATE�ON����
*UN�����3HARON�SAID�THAT�
*OHNNIE�SHOULD�HAVE�BEEN�
A�BIRD�BECAUSE�HE�LOVED�TO�
BE�IN�THE�AIR�SO�MUCH��(E�
HAD� BEEN� ON� THE� 7EST�
0OINT� 0ARACHUTE� 4EAM�
AND� AN� AVIATOR� FOR� ���
YEARS��(E�mEW�HELICOPTERS�
IN�6IETNAM�AND�TO�OIL� RIGS� IN� THE�'ULF�OF�
-EXICO�UNTIL�HE�WAS�GROUNDED�ABOUT� TWO�
YEARS�AGO�WHEN�HE�WAS�DIAGNOSED�WITH�KID
NEY�CANCER��7HO�WILL�STEP�UP�TO�REMEMBER�
HIM�WITH�A�-EMORIAL�!RTICLE���7%�!2%�
/.%�,%33��

����
-2��2/"%24�-��+)--)44
�����.ORTH�&ILLMORE�3T�
!RLINGTON��6!����������
�������������(	
�������������7	
+IMMITT�� AOL�COM
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4HIS�COLUMN�IS�BEING�WRITTEN�ON����*UNE��
COVERING� NEWS� RECEIVED� SINCE� �� -AY�� -Y�
NEXT�DEADLINE�IS���.OVEMBER�FOR�THE�*ANU
ARY�&EBRUARY������!33%-",9��

7E�START�THIS�TIME�WITH�THE�SAD�NEWS�OF�
THE�DEATH�OF�"ILL�2ICE�ON����*UNE�IN�!TLANTA��
"ILL�WILL�BE�INTERRED�AT�!RLINGTON�.ATIONAL�

#EMETERY�ON���3EPTEMBER��WITH�A�SERVICE�AT�
THE�0OST�#HAPEL��3UZANNE�ASKS�THAT�CONTRI
BUTIONS�BE�SENT�TO�THE�!RCHDIOCESE�FOR�THE�
-ILITARY�3ERVICES�������-ICHIGAN�!VE��.%��
7ASHINGTON��$#��������/UR�PRAYERS�AND�
CONDOLENCES�GO�TO�3UZANNE�AND�ALL�OF�"ILL�S�
FAMILY�AND�FRIENDS�

/UR���TH�2EUNION�IS�NOW�SET�FOR���n���
3EP�����THE�WEEKEND�OF�THE�$UKE�FOOTBALL�
GAME�� ,OOK� FOR� LETTERS� FROM� THE� 2EUNION�
#OMMITTEE� �+�#�� "ROWN�� "LAKE�� #O

LACICCO��*OHNSMEYER��+OHN��
,ASH��*OHN�,UCAS��-OELLER��
AND�"RUCE�7HEELER	��AS�WELL�
AS� THE� ��TH� 2EUNION� #LASS�
'IFT� #OMMITTEE� HEADED� BY�
7AYNE� -URPHY�� &OR� NOW��
MARK� YOUR� CALENDARS� AND�
START�SPREADING�THE�WORD�

7E� WILL� ALSO� CONTINUE�
OUR� 2EUNIONYEAR� TRADITION�
OF�HONORING�FALLEN�CLASSMATES�
AT�THE�6IETNAM�-EMORIAL�IN�
7ASHINGTON��"OB�3EITZ�HAS�
ARRANGED�A�MORNING�CEREMO
NY�ON���*UN�����AFTER�WHICH�

WE� WILL� GATHER� FOR� BRUNCH� AT� OUR� FAMILY�S�
HOME�IN�!RLINGTON��6!��-ORE�DETAILS�TO�FOL
LOW�

*IM�"LAKE�OPENED�MAIL� THIS� TIME�WITH�
WORD�THAT�+�#��"ROWN�PRESENTED�THE�#04�
(ARRY�,��4HAIN�!WARD�TO�-ARK�%SKEW������
THE�0ISTOL�4EAM�-60��*IM�AND�)�SAW�EACH�
OTHER�AT�70�FOR�THE�!/'�,IFETIME�$ONOR�

$INNER��ALSO�ATTENDED�BY�*ODIE�'LORE�AND�
&RITZ�,ASH�

-IKE� (EALY� CONTINUES� HIS� GREAT� WORK�
WITH�WOUNDED�WARRIORS�AT�7ALTER�2EED�AND�
THEIR� FAMILIES�� 2USS� -ILNES� LED� THE� lRST�
TWO� SUMMER� EVENTS�� 7OLF� 4RAP� CONCERTS�
FEATURING� THE�.ITTY�'RITTY�$IRT�"AND�AND�
4HE� 4EMPTATIONS� AND� &OUR� 4OPS�� �(OPE�

THESE� YOUNG� HEROES� APPRECIATE� THE� MUSIC�
OF�OUR�ERA�	�0AT�3PANN� CELEBRATED� IN�*UNE�
HIS�RETIREMENT�AFTER�MORE�THAN����YEARS�OF�
OUTSTANDING�MILITARY�AND�CIVILIAN�SERVICE�TO�
OUR�COUNTRY��'EORGE�!LBRECHT� SAW�!RLENE�
�� 3TEVE� 6ITUCCI� IN� #OPPERAS� #OVE�� 48��
WHILE�HE�AND�$OUG�#RAFT�WERE�AT�&T��(OOD�
FOR�A�7ARlGHTER�%XERCISE��'EORGE�ALSO�SAID�
)NESSA���*ERRY�-ORELOCK�HAD�VISITED�!NTIE
TAM�"ATTLElELD�IN�-ARYLAND�WITH�THE�BOARD�
OF�!RMCHAIR�'ENERAL�MAGAZINE��

! N N�
-ARIE� ��
*AY� (ARPER�
IN� 9ORK
TOWN�� 6!��
PROUDLY� AN
N O U N C E D�
THE�BIRTH�OF�
"AILEY�)RENE�
( A R P E R�
TO� $R�� *AY�
�� "ECCA�
(ARPER� ON�
�� -AY� ����
'RANDSON�
. O R W E L L�
TURNED� TWO�
SHORTLY�THEREAFTER�ON����-AY�THAT�WILL�BE�
A�BUSY�WEEK�IN�THE�YEARS�TO�COME��#ONGRATS�
TO�ALL��$EBBI���*IM�.ELSON�HAVE�RETURNED�
FROM� 3PAIN� TO� THEIR� RETIREMENT� HOME� ON�
,AKE� .ORMAN� IN� -OORESVILLE�� .#�� !ND��
FROM� -URFREESBORO�� .#�� 3UE� �� $ENNY�
(ELSEL� REPORTED� ON� THEIR� TRIP� WITH� ���
#HOWAN�5NIVERSITY�STUDENTS�TO�%GYPT�AND�
)SRAEL�IN�-AY�

-ICHY���+#�3CULL�WERE�IN�TOUCH�FROM�
,OUISVIL LE�
WITH� WORD�
OF� DAUGH
TER� 2YLA�S�
W E D D I N G�
IN� !PRIL� IN�
!USTIN��48��
)N� ATTEN
DANCE� WERE�
-ARILYN� ��
3TEVE�(AM
M O N D ��
-ARIANNE�
)VANY�� AND�
+#�S�2ANG

�����*OHNNIE� �� 3HARON�
-ILLER� DURING� THEIR� LAST� CRUISE�
TOGETHER�

�����4HE�CLASS�GATHERING�AT�THE�6IETNAM�-EMORIAL�IN�7ASHINGTON��$#��

�����!/'� ,IFETIME� $ONOR� $INNER�� ,ASH��
'LORE��+IMMITT��AND�"LAKE�

�����7EST�0OINT��*ONATHAN�
(ARMELING�AND�-IKE�+RZYZE
WSKI� AT� #HARACTER� !WARD�
PRESENTATION�

�����&T�� ,EAVENWORTH�
&OUNDERS�$AY��-ICKEY���*OE�
3EBES�
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I’m compiling these Notes between the Memorial gathering at The Wall in DC in June 
and our official 40th Reunion gathering in September knowing there’s no hope to lose weight in 
time for the Reunion.  Classmates from most companies and states in the US were represented in 
DC in June, as well as a foreign country.  Manny Diamante came the farthest – from his home 
in the Philippines – with male members of his family.  The gathering prodded Manny to 
coordinate with Ray Rhodes to sponsor Bob Dance, a Poopschool Classmate selected to attend 
the Philippine Military Academy as an exchange student, to become an Honorary Classmate.  
Bob was commissioned in the US Army in Armor, taught in the English Dept, and retired.  
Dutch Hostler, in his normal swift and efficient manner, gathered the required essentials and 
quorum to ensure Bob’s induction at our reunion in September.  The old E1 and H2 guys 
matched E3’s attendance.  Joe Fowler reminded us that the familiar wet feeling we experienced 
was just another Shower Formation.  Fred & Sally Shahid not only escaped from Georgia for a 
while to attend the memorial and brunch but to visit with their daughter, Kathleen, who has been 
in DC for 2 years working for Condaleesa Rice and has moved to the Embassy in Paris.  Again, 
kudos to Gordie Tillery, Ralph Tildon, and the entire classmate crew – the escorts, 
coordinators, bearers, and other participants – for putting on a magnificent event that meant so 
much to all who attended. 

[Photo #1 – “Dick McClelland after playing Taps at the Memorial”] 
[Photo #2 “Manny 
Diamante and his 
family with Joyce 
Hansen at the Memorial 
Brunch”] 
 
 

[Photo #3 
– “The 
old E1 

crowd (minus Tony Ambros) – 
Mike Hart, Gordon Zophy, Bill 
McCauley, Fred Hoblit, Bob 
Sweeney, Rand Allen, and 
Chuck Hawkins at the 
Memorial”] 
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[Photo #4 – “George & Julie 
Heckman at the Memorial”] 
[Photo #5 – “Kathleen, Sally & Fred Shahid, Gordie & Elsie Tillery, Cathy & Jerry Cobb, Craig 
O’Connor, and Henry Riser at the Memorial Brunch”] 

[Photo #6 – “Ed Thal, Chuck Witchonke, and Ross Nagy at 
the Memorial Brunch”] 
 [Photo #7 – “Dick Shipley Loaded for 
Bear in Alaska”] 

While Kathy Shipley managed a 
lay-over in DC for the Memorial, Dick was 
roughing it in Alaska, bear hunting (The 

consensus among the guys at the table was that we’d 
rather see Kathy hunting bare).  Also not present 
because they were out of country were Andy & 
Betty Shaffer who were busy distributing AOG’s 
inheritance to the needy folks of the British Isles.   

[Photo #9 – “Andy & Betty Shaffer on the Thames by Tower 
Bridge in June”] 

Just after the Memorial gathering at The Wall, Rob & Becky 
Broderick took off on an AOG sponsored tour and cruise from 
Milan, through Switzerland, up the Rhine from Strasbourg to 
Rodesheim, and through the Lorelei Passage – with all of the 
splendid castles along the way.  Rob has volunteered to coordinate 
and write Jess Nickols’ Memorial Article.  Jim & Kaew Carman 
departed for Cambodia to visit Kaew’s family about a month after 
the Memorial gathering at The Wall.  This was their first visit in 
about 10 years and Jim found his Thai language skills – especially 
speed reading road and other detailed signs – pretty rusty. 

[Photo #10 – “Becky & Rob Broderick cruising the Rhine – Photo courtesy of Dennis Coll, the 
65 Scribe”] 
[Photo #11 – “Kaew’s sister and nephew with Kaew 
& Jim Carman at the Temple of Dawn in Bangkok”] 

Prior to the gathering at the Wall, Fred & 
Nancy Hoblit joined Fred’s brother and sister-in-
law, Jerry (58)& Rosalie, for the WPSof DC annual 
golf outing.  The Hoblit brothers and their brides 
(AKA the Dedicated USAF Foursome) won the 



mixed year division and Fred won the Long Drive Contest (for the over 60 set).   
[Photo #7 – “Jerry, Rosalie, 
Nancy, & Fred Hoblit doing 
what the USAF does best – 
cool their heels after golf”] 

As part of their 
retirement tour Frank & 
Michele Lynch drove out to 

DC for the Memorial gathering from Las Vegas and continued 
down along the east coast.  While Michele retired earlier, Frank 
punched out of a Bechtel SAIC venture and is enjoying golf in 
the morning and Black Jack when it heats up during the day.  
After their tour, Frank returned to the West and went bonkers 
trying to accommodate all the last minute, late, and resubmitting 
reunion Bio Book participants. 
[Photo #12 – “Michel & Frank Lynch in NC during a retirement 
victory lap”] 

Since the Colorado contingent couldn’t make it to the DC gathering, Chuck Jones 
reported that many of them congregated at Joe & Carla Henry’s mountain cabin.  It's obvious 
they enjoyed the beautiful summer weather in the mountains with great fishing close by.  You 
can bet we’ll see more of them at the reunion. 

[Photo #13 – “Larry & Cheryl Stevenson, Becky 
Fellows, Gayle Jones, Joe Henry, Chuck Jones, and 
Mike Fellows at Joe’s & Carla’s cabin near Grand 
Lake, CO”] 

As a reminder that some of us are still 
contributing to national defense and the economy, Chuck Vehlow dropped a note to report that 
he and Pete Swan have served on the Army Science Board for a number of years, and they ended 
up on the same study team this year.  After 
two grueling weeks in Newport Beach, CA, 
they completed their study, conducted an 
outbriefing and celebrated with a final study 
dinner. 
[Photo #14 – “Pete & Cathy Swan with Katy 
& Chuck Vehlow after wrapping up their ASB 
task”] 

While we were giddily preparing for our reunion, Ralph Tildon forwarded the sad news 
that Fred (Chuck) Parker called from Brussels to report that his bride, Linda, died on August 4.  
Chuck related that he went to work in the morning, shared endearments with Linda via phone in 
the afternoon, played a league baseball game, and return home to find her on the floor.  She 
suffered from asthma.  Our prayers and thoughts go out to Chuck and his family at this time. 

Apologies for the dearth of text, but I figured you’d like to see classmates before they 
went on their crash diets rather than wade through ponderous prose.  If you want to know what 
these folks are doing when they’re not mugging for Assembly, more and more are retiring or 



cutting back on work – and they’ll tell you that they are enjoying life and classmates.  I’m not 
sure I can guarantee much text next time either.  I feel like a little kid anticipating Christmas as 
embark for our reunion.  With certain dreadful exceptions, this has been a good year for the class 
with meeting gift goals, mini-reunions, the Memorial gathering at The Wall, and a spectacular 
Reunion in New York.  Live the dream, savor your $22 continental breakfast, and participate 
because YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.   



Dave Gerard 
DAVE GERARD 

8822 Harbor Circle 
Terrell, North Carolina 28682 

828-478-9813 
gerardd@charter.net 

www.west-point.org/class/usma/1968 
 

Among the unfinished issues of what was the best attended reunion ever (should be 
known as the Dutch & Megan Hostler extravaganza) are who our five oldest and youngest 
classmates are.  Both ends of the spectrum were well represented.  Of the five oldest (Bob Hunt 
is THE oldest), Credit Union Executives Society Pres Fred Johnson, lawyer Bill McCauley, 
and real estate development, design and construction management entrepreneur Skip Greeby 
attended and contributed to the fun.  Frank Audrain missed out again.  Interestingly, of the five 
youngest, only the very youngest, Pediatrician Vic Garcia, attended.  The next oldest, 
orthopedist Art Sands, surgeon Jared Florance, scientist and author Pete Bonasso, and 
architectural master planner Paul Baerman – all no more than a month and a half behind Vic – 
couldn’t make it.  I’m sure Jesse Gatlin is proud to know that the third most asked question was 

how many wives he has had – four, and he 
admits that it took a long time to find Ann, 
but they just celebrated their 10th anniversary 
by taking a cruise through the Greek isles.  
Another question I heard from classmates 
who had not attended previous soirees was, 
have all the other reunions been this much 
fun.  No – each one keeps getting better.   
[Photo #1 – “Fred Hoblit and Bill McCauley 
at the Memorial Brunch in June”] 

 
[Photo #2 – “Eleanor & Mike 
Peters, Carol Fabrey, Jim 
Jennings, and Bob Fabrey (Jim 
introduced Carol and Bob) at our 
40th Reunion”] 

Another open issue is that 
over 15 classmate couples 
attended the Friday night gala and 
inadvertently forgot to pay for it.  

That tallies out to over $2,500 that the class is trying to scrape together.  If you think that you 
may not have paid, please contact Dutch or Megan and they can help.  The only good news to 
this incident is that classmates used the time to get some great company pictures while the staff 
rolled out three extra ten-person tables and found and prepared more food. 
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[Photo #3 – “The old 
A2/D2 (new G2/H2) 
gang: F-R/L-R:  Bob 
Alexander, John 
ONeal, Dutch Hostler, 
Mike Mears, Larry 
Hart; Gary Roberson, 
Rick Wright, Orca the 
Clown, Andy Shaffer, 
Phil Samuel, Tom 
Simmons, Rich 
Witherspoon; Carl 
Woessner, Joe 
Fowler, Steve Winsor, 

Jim Bodenhamer, Dave Drummond, Chris Ohlinger, Peter Wallace, Dick Shipley, and Vic Hiatt 
filling in while everyone else got some food”]  
 

[Photo #4 – “D3 – “F-
R/R-L: Bob Shaw, 
Steve Caldwell, Jim 
Furr, Jim Madora, Rick 
Rhoades, Tom 
Burnette, Gary Grant, 
Chuck Giasson; Sam 
Brooks, Myles Crowe, 
Claude Johnson, Mike 
Dauth, John Kruger, 

Bob Swedock also filling the food void”] 
[Photo #5 – “Chick James, Dick Steiner, and Tom 
Wantuck at our 40th Reunion”] 

Our thanks to Dick Steiner, who not only 
provided a super CD of memorable hits during our cadet 
years, and regaled families with his illusionist slight of 
hand from the Friday night gala to the Sunday brunch, 
but also for providing another collection of rock n roll 
hits for our enjoyment in the class hospitality room 

(Snuffy’s).  Fortunately, Dick created these CDs prior to switching over to i-pod technology.  
Wonder what format next reunion music will be in?  Maybe, it’ll all blend together with Frank 
Lynch’s bio book and Bob Merritt’s Google Map location projects.  Thanks, again guys. 

On September 3, Rich & Julie Cliff were in NYC, planning to attend our reunion.  Since 
there was a hurricane heading toward their home in Charleston, they opted to return home to care 
for their pets and prepare for the storm.  As it turned out, the storm missed them, but their 
decision enabled them to be present on the day of their first grandson’s, Richie, birth at the Fort 
Bragg AMC.  Their son Richie Jr, was allowed to spend a week with Stacy, his bride, and his 
new son before deploying to Afghanistan to take command of a Special Forces "A" Team in the 



7th Special Forces Group.  This was his third deployment.  Within a month, the Cliff’s son, 
Richie Jr, was killed by an IED, with two of his comrades.  Rich & Julie thank the class for its 
generosity in contributing to their grandson’s education fund.  In case you missed the email, a 
college fund has been set up for Rich’s & Julie’s grandson – make your check out to, “Stacy Cliff 
FBO Richard Sanders Cliff,” and send it to Yadkin Valley Bank, PO Box 1865, West Jefferson, 
NC 28694. 

The reunion was like a dream – familiar faces, voices, and war stories that picked up right 
where we left off the last time.  And laughter – lots of laughter.  A tour of new West Point 
facilities – including the Corps Squad weight room and year-around football facilities that have 
made the Army Team the powerhouse it is today.  There’s no doubt that the Jefferson Hall 
Rotunda dedication, our Class Gift, with the spectacular statue of Thomas Jefferson created by 
James Muir was one of ourfavorite activities – I loved watching the Dean cook in his blues in 
direct sunlight.   
 

[Photo #6 – “Poopschool classmates and 
first time reunion attendees (Honorary Classmate) Bob & Claris Dance with Paul & JoAnn 
Pedrotti sailing in lieu of football game”] 
 

 [Photo #7 – “Gordie Sayre and Mike Havey – a reunion 
unto itself”] 
 

[Photo #8 – “Jan & Bob Swedock with Tina & 
Claude Johnson at our 40th reunion”] 



Tay Yoshitani brought me up to date since he left the rigors and stress of being the 
Executive Director of the Port of Oakland and decided to retire back in Maryland.  Like Mike 
Mears, Tay failed in retirement and is currently running the Port of Seattle while the family 
remains in Maryland.   

 [Photo #9 – “Retirees Vic Hiatt and Andy Shaffer 
at our 40th Reunion”] 
 

 [Photo 10 – “Becky & Rob Broderick, 
Huong & Dale Nelson, and Kitty & Steve Rodgers before the football game”] 
 

 [Photo #11 – “Seated: Sue 
Nagy, Nadine Rebovich, Alix Sayre, Pat Coogler, Marcia Shields; Standing: Ross Nagy, Gordy 
Sayre, Ed Thal, Peggy Thal, George Rebovich, Art Coogler, By Shields still at Happy Hour”] 
 

Jack Mayer concedes that BMWs are no longer the only car he will drive.  Last year, 
Booze Allen Hamilton presented him with a new Porsche Boxter, associated maintenance and 
insurance, and a place to park it in McLean for his work on the BAH Leadership Committee.  
Jack says it’s fun to go to work… 



While Mike & Becky Fellows were displaying Quilts Of Valor examples, Pat Jonas was 
offering the 2007 Reunion Glee Club CDs and DVDs for sale.  If you didn’t get at least a CD, 
consider it – it not only has Pat, Jesse Gatlin, Bruce Korda, and Dick McClelland 
participating, it also has the original The Corps and Alma Mater.  John Wing also asked all who 
ever sipped on a Sam Adams at any reunion to consider mentoring a returning wounded warrior 
by helping them navigate through the DoD and VA red tape in search of getting them the best 
care possible for some horrific injuries.  His program is Operation Grateful Nation and more info 
is at http://www.operationgratefulnation.org/mentors.htm. 

Thanks also to the folks who volunteered to keep the Memorial Article and NOK contact 
projects going.  John Keane is supporting Gordon Tillery and Ralph Tildon in 54 the search 
for more NOK.  Since regiments and companies expanded differently while we were cadets, 
Lamar Ratcliffe is researching how it was done to trace our original company beginnings in an 
effort to get more support in creating future Memorial Articles.  Mark Hansen re-dedicated 
himself to finishing JJ Clark’s Memorial Article, and Steve Nyquist has volunteered to take on 
Keith Quinney’s.  Ralph Tildon is teaming with Charlie Beckwith to finish Jim Baird’s 
Article and Ed Lorentzen volunteered to work with Steve Frushour to finish Ken Knit’s. For 
those who have volunteered and not quite followed through, define what’s holding you up and 
expect a call from Greg Camp, who will work to find you what you need. 

The No Task Too Great award was proposed by D3 when it was announced that Mike 
Simonich, after allegedly adopting a wife in Albania is now the daddy of a less than one year old.  
Not to be outdone, Tom Banks email to change his email address and inform us that he is 
retiring from his VP for Operations, Capability and Training position at Frito Lay in the midst of 
the stock market cratering.  On a more sane venue, Lee Norton dropped a note to let us know 
that he is now with Tetra Tech as the VP of DOD Programs.  

The down side to the reunion was that it was either not long enough or too concentrated.  
I missed cigars with Bob Alexander, Dick Shipley, Jon Dodson, and everyone else.  If you have 
read through our class memoir, Both Sides of the Wall, and desire to contribute to a new/2nd 
edition, get your thoughts/stories on paper or into electrons now and stand by.  An update is in 
the works.  Since we’re concerned about the stock market tanking and soaring gas prices, next 
time, we’ll carpool, take smaller bites, visit longer, and laugh even more because YOU’RE ALL 
WE’VE GOT. 
 
 



DAVE GERARD 
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Apologies to Leeda Allen and Kaew Carman for my reporting of erroneous stuff 

pertaining to them.  You all know that I rarely let facts get in the way of a good story; however, 
getting a name or country of origin wrong is indefensible.   

 

[Photo #1 – 
“The 2008 Cobeys: Mary & Dawson Granade, Alex, Whitney & Chris Cobey, Sally Granade, 
Mary-Lou Cobey, George, Brian & Eve-Lyn Turmail, Kate & Will Cobey, Lily Turmail, Elwood 
& Margaret Cobey, and Anna Turmail”] 
 

Another major topic of conversation at the reunion wasn’t too surprising given our age 
and background.  Hearing aids.  Who would have ever thought that one of our most important 
organs would be our ears after all the abuse we heaped upon them?  Steve Bowman has been 
wearing them for decades – since before earning his PhD in History, and closing out his Army 
career as the Director of the Army Military History Institute.  If you saw him at the reunion, you 
could see that he has graduated from “innies” to “outies” and noted that he still needs rugged 
models because of the dampness he encounters leading tours for private groups and individuals 
and as deputy director for the Army’s Historical Battlefield Staff Ride contract in Europe.  You 
can hardly see Dave Ohle’s; however, his also have to be sturdy to endure inadvertently 
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swimming with them in his pool (beats dropping them in the commode like another class officer 
I know).  Bob Shimp was especially interested in types and durability with all the traveling he 
and Carol do.  When not cleaning up after hurricanes, visiting their son, and opening their home 
to cancer patients, within the last year, they’ve been throughout Europe and South America.  
Fred Hoblit just yielded to a pair of high tech aides to help him keep at his air sensors duties for 
Future Combat Systems and to define the sound of hitting the sweet spot on the golf course.  A 
piece of advice from all who wear the devices is that, when asked what frequencies you have 
trouble hearing, just ask you wife to speak.  

[Photo #2 – “Fred & Nancy Hoblit in Scotland 
– Royalty or Colonial Pretenders?”] 

 
The big news for Dave & Susan Ohle last year was not Dave’s move from VP positions 

from CSC to Alion but the US wedding of the century of their daughter, Amanda, to Richard 
Phillips.  Given Dave’s limitless bank account and Susan’s ability to find a limit, the wedding 
weekend was spectacular with behind the scenes tours of the Capital and Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier, rehearsal dinner at the Army-Navy Country Club, wedding at the National Cathedral 
(complete with a bell peal), and reception at the DAR HQ.  The celebration was a great 
opportunity to hear how Dan Kaufman is dong with Georgia Gwinnett College (colors are OD 
and gray and the mascot is a bear named Dan because Smokey and Yogi were taken).  Robby 
Robinson is the right guy to be the Deputy Director of the Colorado Dept of Military & Veterans 
Affairs job because the troops are in good hands with Robby closely overseeing how agencies are 
dealing with them.  Ralph Tuccillo has moved on from CACI to an undisclosed location, and he 
and Sandy still enjoy their home on the 8th hole of the Old Hickory Golf Course in Northern 
Virginia.  Leave it to Henry & Karen Riser to get kicked out of the DAR library stacks for PDA 
– which added zest to a club noted for wearing Lane Bryant prom dresses and cornering the 
market on talcum powder to reduce sweat. 



[
Photo #3 – “Karen & Henry Riser, Kathryn & Dan Kaufman, Sandy & Ralph Tuccillo, Amanda 
and Richard Phillips, Dave & Susan Ohle, Robby & Cathy Robinson, and Dave & Barbara 
Gerard after Amanda’s & Richard’s wedding at the National Cathedral”] 
 

Speaking of stacks, it was reported that Charlie & Janet Lieb snuck off to the new 
library to renew a fond memory during the last night of our reunion.  They figured that if they 
didn’t get caught, so much the better and they had not lost their touch.  If they did get caught, 
their kids would be mortified.  Again, so much the better.  While there, they ran into John & 
Frances Dallen because this was Frances’ first trip to West Point and John was showing her all 
the important spots.  John has taken on more responsibility at Nolte and, after four times under 
the knife in twelve months for back problems, he has taken slouching in chairs to a new level. 

 
Charlie Lieb is another classmate who seems to be flunking retirement.  Since retiring as 

the President and CEO of PDQ Manufacturing Corp, he is now serving on the Board of Directors 
of the Green Bay Packers.  However, the biggest piece of news for them in 2008, was the 
wedding of the international century.  Their middle offspring, Brandon, married Giovanna 
Paramo on Nov 8 in Guadalajara, Mexico.   



[Photo #4 – 
“Kristine, Matthew, Giovanna, Brandon, Janet & Charlie Lieb after Brandon’s and Giovanna’s 
wedding”]  

 
Kudos to Army for winning the march on and conserving victory cannon ammunition at 

the Army-Navy fiasco.  Thank goodness for classmates and conversation at times like this.  Ross 
& Sue Nagy report that they saw Ray Puffer (another Vermonter), Bob Balog and John Cullen 
make their customary pilgrimage to the game.  John & Angie Calabro were there stumping for 
the AOG, but happily found time for classmates.  Tom & Mary Beierschmitt made sure Jocko 
Merriam and Jim & Lucile Swinney had seats.  Jocko wowed Malena by bringing her from 
Florida with him to sit in the cold and watch the shutout for her birthday.  As another current 
Floridian, Lucile’s response to the cold was, presumably, to walk like a penguin.  As usual, 
thanks to Dutch & Megan Hostler for arranging for tickets for Joe Fowler, Gary Roberson, 
Vic Hiatt, and me while our brides wisely went shopping and museum touring. 

[Photo #5 – “Dwight & Donna Lee fit for golf at 
Pawleys Island”] 



December newsletter bursts follow.  Jack & Bobbi Munson discovered that they are 
both allergic to gridlock and have subsequently broken camp in the DC area and headed to 
Bethany Beach, “DelaWHERE, ” where they have been spotted frolicking in many restaurants, 
bars, beaches, and boardwalks.  They are currently in a rental house while they look and wait for 
a REALLY good deal in a buyer’s market.  Dwight & Donna Lee are still planning to retire on 
the “Heritage” golf course on Pawleys Island, SC.  Dave & Pat Carraway remain in Savannah, 
GA where Dave is the Project Manager for his environmental services contract at Ft Stewart and 
Pat continues to operate the local United Way call center when they’re not traveling to NC to see 
kids and grandkids or taking time to them selves in Europe.  Gary Halstead seems to be 
weaning himself of substitute principal duties as he and Patti discover how much fun it can be to 
travel and visit classmates.  Within the last year, besides our reunion, they have been to 
Disneyworld with their family, Utah skiing with Steve & Sherry Harper and Don Johnson, 
skiing and partying some more in Colorado with Robby Robinson, Paul Baerman, Chuck 
Jones, and the rest of the Colorado classmate contingent, and Georgia to visit Greg & Joanie 
Camp and Steve & Sherry Harper again.  Stott & Bobbie Carleton are almost the only folks I 
know who retired to the North – if you can call lobster fishing in Maine vs. an oral surgery 
practice in Maryland retired.  With the price of boat fuel and bait up, and the boat price of lobster 
down, Stott figures in the love of the job and getting to eat lobster when the rest of us can’t into 
his profits.  Bill Jeffries has a new novel out – Shadow of the Oryx – a terrorist plot to destroy 
the Arabian Gulf set in Virginia Beach and Qatar. Earlier, Bill and Executive Strategies 
International, Inc., the international consulting and training company he founded, were awarded 
the prestigious Keeping America Strong Award, "for his entrepreneurial efforts at enhancing 
American business since 9/11."  He was featured on the The Heartbeat of America TV show 
focusing on Bill's background in the military, graduate education, approach to creating Business 
High Performance and Executive Coaching, some of the 6 books Bill has authored. 

[Photo #6 – “Pat & David Carraway on the Ponte Vecchio in Florence, Italy”] 
 



[Photo #7 – “Patti & Gary Halstead preparing to go on the road 
while their home is fumigated”] 
 

[Photo #8 – “Paul and Bill Jeffries in Alaska looking at Mt Dinali”] 
 
We finally have a Standing Committee.  They are: Class VP Dutch Hostler as Chairman; 

Vice Chairman is Joe Fowler; Secretary Treasurer is John Calabro; and Members include Alan 
Aker, Paul DeCoursey, John Hedley, Pres Miller, and Gordon Tillery.  They have already 
taken on needed issues regarding use of our Class Colors, how to respond to loss of classmates 
and our next of kin, criteria to become an Honorary Classmate, and an amended/new version of 
our class memoirs/memories currently published as Both Sides of the Wall.  With all the stories 
going around at the reunion and during smaller classmate gatherings, we need to get those tales 
into written form.  Like most folks our age who relied on 401(k)s and IRAs to fuel our 
retirements, our plans may require some alteration.  No sweat!  With our class and our constant 
interaction, we have lots to do and fun to have that doesn’t cost much because – thankfully – 
YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT. 
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)�M�NOT�MAKING�THIS�UP�FOLKS��A�MEMBER�OF�
THE�5NSURPASSED�/LD�&ARTS�#LASS�HAS�BEEN�
DEPLOYED�BY�THE�!RMY�TO�THE�WAR�ZONE� IN�
!FGHANISTAN�AND�HE�S�NOT�EVEN�ON�ACTIVE�
DUTY�BUT� HE� IS� !RMY� 3TRONG�� /UR� OWN�
*OHN�*AMES��RETIRED�/��AND�6ISITING�0RO
FESSOR�IN�THE�$EPARTMENT�OF�%LECTRICAL�%NGI
NEERING�AND�#OMPUTER�3CIENCES��THAT�GIVES�
ME�EVEN�MORE�STOMACH�PAIN�AND�REALLY�BAD�
MEMORIES�THAN�2AY�7INKEL�S�$EPARTMENT�
OF�0HYSICS�AND�/THER�/BSCURE�AND�5SELESS�
)NFORMATION	�HAS�BEEN�DISPATCHED�TO�TEACH�
AT�THE�mEDGLING�!FGHAN�.ATIONAL�-ILITARY�
!CADEMY�FOR�THE�NEXT�SIX�MONTHS��*OHN�LEFT�
7EST�0OINT�ON����&EBRUARY�FOR�A�WEEKLONG�
ORIENTATION�REINFANTRY�BLUING�COURSE�AT�&T��
"ENNING�WHERE�HE�ONCE�AGAIN�LEARNED�HOW�
TO� THROW� HIS� PISTOL� AT� THE� ENEMY� �MUCH�
GREATER� CHANCE�OF�HITTING� THEM� THAT�WAY	��
AND� ON� ��� &EBRUARY� BOARDED� A� PLANE� FOR�
!FGHANISTAN� AND� THE� ��TH�#ENTURY�� �2AY�
7INKEL� HAS� ALSO� BEEN� DEPLOYED� TO� BOTH�
)RAQ�AND�!FGHANISTAN�DURING�HIS�TENURE�AS�A�
h0v�	�)�ASKED�*OHN�TO�SEND�ME�A�GOOD�PHOTO�
OF�HIM�IN�FULL�BATTLE�RATTLE��WITH�THAT�COLD��
STEELYEYED�KILLER� LOOK�IN�HIS�EYES�THAT�ONE�
EXPECTS�FROM�A�JUICE�h0v��INSTEAD��)�GOT�THIS�
PHOTO�FROM�'AEL��)�M�SURE�
THE�4ALIBAN� ARE�QUIVERING�
IN�THEIR�BOOTS�NOW�

��� &EB� ���� -AJOR�
TRANSITIONS� DEPARTMENT��
7HILE�THE�!RMY�HAS�SEEN�
lT� TO� SEND� ONE� OF� OUR�
BROTHERS� OFF� TO� THE� WAR�
EVEN� THOUGH� HE�S� NOT� ON�
ACTIVE� DUTY�� THEY�VE� SEEN�
lT�TO�RETIRE�ONE�OF�OUR�LAST�
ACTIVE� DUTY� CLASSMATES��
-'�"UZ�!LTSHULER�lNALLY�
HUNG�UP�HIS�UNIFORM�AT�A�
CEREMONY� IN� LATE� *ANUARY�

�����#OLD��STEELYEYED�KILLER�
*OHN� *AMES� SHOWS� OFF� HIS� SE
CRET� WEAPONS� AS� HE� mIES� TO�
!FGHANISTAN�� !FTER� OBSERVING�
HIS�PERFORMANCE�ON�THE�RANGE��
THE�!RMY�WOULDN�T�LET�HIM�HAVE�
A�GUN�

�����0AM�$IALS�SHOWING�OFF�A�PEN
CIL�SHE�DREDGED�FROM�THE�DEEP�

�����3TEVE� -ARCUCCILLI�� *OHN� (EDLEY�� 4OM�
"EIERSCHMITT��AND�2AY�2HODES�IN�(AWAII�

�����2ANDY�+INNARD�AND�2ICH�!DAMS�POS
ING� FOR�A�GRIP�AND�GRIN�AT�THE�SUMMIT�OF�-T��
$EMOCRAT� IN�#OLORADO�� )� THINK�THE�,:�THEY�
LANDED�ON�IS�JUST�TO�THE�LEFT�OF�THE�PHOTO�
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OF�THE�2OGERS��lRST�&IRSTIE�CLASS�RIGHT�AFTER�
THE�CEREMONY��

*OHN���-ARGIE�(EDLEY�HAVE�BEEN�GOING�
TO�(AWAII� AROUND� THE�HOLIDAYS� SINCE� THEY�
CRAVED�BEING�ON�5�3�� SOIL�WHILE� *OHN�WAS�
A�60�WITH�2AYTHEON� IN�*APAN��4HEY�USU
ALLY�MET�UP�WITH�!��COMPANYMATE�4OM�
�� 3TEPHANIE� +URKJIAN�� A�60�WITH�.OLTE�
IN� 3AN� &RANCISCO�� 4HIS� YEAR�� THE�(EDLEY
+URKJIAN�TRADITION�CONTINUED�AND�GREW�WITH�
ANOTHER�COMPANYMATE��2AY���-ARY�*ANE�
2HODES�� WHO� OPTED� TO� SPLIT� THE� DISTANCE�

BETWEEN�THEIR�HOME�IN�4EXAS�AND�MOST�OF�
2AY�S�SECURITY�CONSULTING�WORK��4HEN�CAME�
4OM� "EIERSCHMITT�� WHO� WAS� LOOKING� TO�
GET�AWAY�FROM�ICY�TEMPS� IN�-ICHIGAN��!S�
A�RESULT�OF�AN�EARLIER�!RMY–.AVY�GAME�AND�
THE�REUNION�HOOK�UP��3TEVE�-ARCUCCILLI�AND�
0AM�&ERN�HAD�4OM��THE�2HODES��AND�(ED
LEYS�OVER�TO�THEIR�HOME�FOR�A�LUAU�AND�SPEC
TACULAR�VIEW�OF�$IAMONDHEAD��!FTER� THAT��
THE�(EDLEYS�AND�2HODES�CRASHED�A�53.!�
3OCIETY�HOLIDAY�PARTY�HONORING�-IDS�IN�THE�
AREA��AND�THEN�WENT�TO�HIDE�OUT�ON�-AUI��
/N�-AUI��THE�(EDLEYS�MET�UP�WITH�$UTCH�
�� -EGAN� (OSTLER�� WHO� WERE� WINDING�
DOWN�FROM�ENGAGEMENT�AND�RECONSTRUCTION�
ACTIVITIES�ON�/AHU��
)N� THE� MEANTIME�� WE� COMMANDEERED�

TIMESHARE�CONDOS�ON�THE�/UTER�"ANKS�TO�
CELEBRATE�.EW�9EARS�WITH�*ON���!*�$OD
SON��6IC���0AT�(IATT��AND�(ENRY���+AREN�
2ISER�� 7HILE� THE� CAMARADERIE� AND� SINGLE�
MALT� WERE� GREAT�� WE� COULD� HAVE� PICKED� A�
WARMER� AND� LESS� WINDY� AREA�� 4HE�(IATTS�
CAME� FROM� 4AMPA� IN� THE� BIGGEST� VEHICLE�
AND� BROUGHT� THE� MOST� STUFF�APPARENTLY�
0AT� WAS� UNAWARE� THAT� THEY� HAD� KITCHEN�
SINKS�IN�TIME�SHARE�CONDOS��(ENRY�AND�*ON�
LOOKED� TIRED�MAYBE� BECAUSE�(ENRY� HAD�

JUST� COMPLETED� A� SUCCESS
FUL� BUSINESS� PROPOSAL� AND�
*ON� WAS� CATCHING� HIS� SEC
OND�WIND�AS�A�KEY�PLAYER�IN�
THE�7ALTER�2EED�7OUNDED�
7ARRIOR�-ENTOR�0ROGRAM��

*OHN� �� 3HARON�
#RUDEN� COMPLETED� �����
IN�7ICHITA�&ALLS��48��WITH�
THEIR� ENTIRE� FAMILY�� 3ON
INLAW� 3COTT� �� DAUGHTER�
(EATHER�MOVED�THERE�AFTER�
A� TOUR� IN�/KINAWA�� 3HARON� SPENT� TIME� AT�
*OHNS�(OPKINS�HOSPITAL�LAST�YEAR�WHERE�SHE�
RECEIVED�MORE� SUCCESSFUL� CARDIAC� ATTENTION�
�WE�PRAY� FOR�HER�CONTINUED�HEALTH�AND�VI
TALITY	��*OHN�REMAINS�AT�$O*�AND�CONTINUES�
TO�COACH�A�SPECIAL�/LYMPIC�SWIM�TEAM��(E�
TRAVELED�TO�3OUTH�!FRICA�WHERE�HE�GAVE�THE�
KEYNOTE�SPEECH�AT�AN�INTERNATIONAL�ENVIRON
MENTAL�CONFERENCE��7HILE�HE�COMPLETED�HIS�
$#�"AR� RESPONSIBILITIES��HE�HAS�NOW�BEEN�
SELECTED�AS�#HAIR%LECT�OF�THE�!"!�3ECTION�
ON�%NVIRONMENT��%NERGY�AND�2ESOURCES��
&ORTUNATELY��THE�2ISERS�AND�'ERARDS�HAD�

A�0LAN�"�AFTER�THE�/UTER�"ANKS�4AHITI�AND�
&RENCH�0OLYNESIA� IN�*ANUARY�ON�AN�!/'
SPONSORED�TRIP�WITH�#HARLIE���*ANET�,IEB�

AND�$ALE���*OYCE�(ANSEN��4HE� TRIP�WAS�
PAR�FOR�THE�COURSE�FOR�THE�,IEBS�SINCE�THEY�
WENT�ON�THEIR�HONEYMOON�AND�2�2�WITH�
THE�2ISERS�AND�TRAVEL�EXTENSIVELY�DURING�THE�
ELEVEN�MONTHS�OF�WINTER�IN�'REEN�"AY��0RIOR�
TO� mYING� TO� 0APEETE��WE� STAYED� AT� A� HOTEL�
NEAR�,!8�WITH�THE�2ISERS�AND�RAN�INTO�2USS�
��-ARGE�&UHRMAN�WHO�WERE�ATTENDING�A�
WEST�COAST�ASSOCIATION�OF�HEAVY�CONSTRUCTION�
CONTRACTORS�AND�ENGINEERS��CALLED�h"EAVERSv	�
BANQUET��4WO�YEARS�AGO��2USS�WAS�PRESENT
ED�WITH�THE�"EAVERS��,IFETIME�!CHIEVEMENT�
!WARD��#URRENTLY��2USS�IS�$IRECTOR�OF�0ROJ
ECTS� FOR� 0ARSONS� "RINCKERHOFF� AND� SPENDS�
MUCH�OF�HIS�TIME�IN�EITHER�IN�.9#�OR�COM
MUTING�TO�INTERNATIONAL�JOB�SITES�
4HE�4AHITI�TRIP�WAS�EXCELLENT�PARTLY�DUE�

TO�GOOD�WEATHER��CRUISING�ON�A�FOURMASTED�
CLIPPER�� AND� KNOWING� THAT� THE�MONEY�WE�
SPENT� FOR� THE� TRIP�WOULD�HAVE�BEEN�WORTH�
HALF� ITS� VALUE� IF� LEFT� IN� THE� STOCK� MARKET��
BUT�MAINLY�BECAUSE�OF�THE�COMPANY��0RIOR�
TO�LEAVING��$ALE�(ANSEN�SLEUTHED�THROUGH�
RECORDS��FOUND�NEXT�OF�KIN�AND�RELATIVES�FOR�
ALL� OF� OUR� DECEASED� CLASSMATES� WHO� HAVE�

NOT�HAD�-EMORIAL�!RTICLES�
PUBLISHED�� AND� SENT� THAT�
INFO�TO�ALL�OF�OUR�CLASSMATES�
WHO� HAVE� VOLUNTEERED� TO�
WRITE� THE� ARTICLES�� 4HANKS�
TO�$ALE�S�NOBLE�EFFORTS��WE�
ARE� NOW� DOWN� FROM� ���
REPORTED�AT�THE�REUNION�TO�
LESS� THAN� A� DOZEN� ARTICLES�
THAT� STILL� HAVE� TO� BE� WRIT
TEN��$ALE���*OYCE�TRIED�TO�
KEEP�US�IN�SHAPE�DURING�THE�

CRUISE�WITH�MORNING�04�AND�AFTERNOON�MAST�
CLIMBING��BUT�WE�QUICKLY�FELL� INTO�SLOTHFUL�
WAYS�WITH�BOAT�DRINKS�AND�SHIPBOARD�CUI
SINE��+AREN� 2ISER� IS� RELATED� TO� A�4AHITIAN�
PRINCESS� AND� KEPT� US� ON� THE� STRAIGHT� AND�
NARROW� REGARDING� 0OLYNESIAN� HISTORY� AND�
HERITAGE��)�VE�NEVER�SEEN�(ENRY�2ISER�HAPPI
ER�ON�A�SAILING�SHIP�WITH�HIS�OWN�4AHITIAN�

PRINCESS��(E�EVEN�SAVED�ME�FROM�GETTING�A�
VASECTOMY�BY�A�MORAY�EEL��*ANET�,IEB�TAUGHT�
US�THAT�WE�ALL�HAVE�DIFFERENT�NAMES�DEPENDING�
ON�OUR�LEVEL�OF�SOBRIETY��AND�#HARLIE�CONTINUED�
HIS� VAIN� PURSUIT� OF� KEEPING� *ANET� CALM� AND�
AWAY�FROM�BLACK�PEARL�BOUTIQUES��5PON�OUR�RE
TURN��WE�ALL�WENT�BACK�TO�OUR�RESPECTIVE�FRIGID�
ABODES� WHERE� WE� VACUUMED� SKIN� PEELING�
OUT�OF�OUR�BEDS��
7HILE� WE� WERE� IN� SEARCH� OF� FUN� AND�

WARMTH��$ICK� 3TEINER� WAS� WORKING� FOR� A�
LIVING�PLYING�HIS�MAGICAL�SKILLS�AT�THE�3A
LUTE�TO�(EROES�)NAUGURAL�"ALL�ATTENDED�BY�
���-EDAL�OF�(ONOR�RECIPIENTS�AND�$AVE���
3USAN�/HLE�

7ALT� -EINSHAUSEN� WROTE� TO� LET� US� ALL�
KNOW�THAT�HIS�LAST�DAY�AS�A�$!�CIVILIAN�WAS�
��*AN�����(E�IS�NOW�A�hDOUBLE�DIPPING�RETIR
EEv�BOTH�MILITARY�AND�CIVILIAN�AFTER����YEARS�
AND�SIX�MONTHS�SERVICE��HE�GOT�TO�CLAIM�HIS�
FOUR�YEARS�AS�A�#ADET	��)N�THE�MEANTIME��HE�
IS�INVESTIGATING�HOW�TO�hTRIPLE�DIP�v�!LL�THIS�

�����3TEVE���%LIZABETH�,YONS�AND�#OOKIE���
'RAY�2OBERSON�AT�"ARKER�(OUSE�

�����.EW�9EARS� IN� THE�/UTER�"ANKS��6IC�
��0AT�(IATT��(ENRY���+AREN�2ISER��*ON���!J�
$ODSON��AND�/RCA���"ARBARA�'ERARD�

�����3HARON� �� *OHN� #RUDEN� WITH� GRAND
KIDS�,AUREN��+ATELYN��2YAN��AND�*ONATHAN�

�����(ENRY���+AREN�2ISER��#HARLIE���*ANET�
,IEB�� "ARBARA� AND�#HUNKY�-ONKEY�'ERARD��
AND�*OYCE���$ALE�(ANSEN�CHEATING�'LOOM�0E
RIOD�IN�THE�3OUTH�3EAS�

�����"UD�"UCHA�����AND�$ICK�
3TEINER�AT�THE�3ALUTE�TO�(EROES�
)NAUGURAL�"ALL�

�����#HUCK�*ONES��*OE�'UIGNION��%ARL�.EW
SOME��*ACK�"USSA��"ILL�&LOWERS��AND�*ESS�'ATLIN�
CHEATING�'LOOM�0ERIOD�IN�0ALM�3PRINGS�
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TACT�+�#��AT��"ROWN+# VERIZON�NET���7E�
ARE� STILL� MISSING� ADDRESSES� FOR� THE� FOLLOW
ING�CLASSMATES��4IM�"ROWN��&REY��(AGAN��
(ANSON��(ILBURN��3TEVE�(UNT��+ITHCART��
-YERS��/LNER��AND�3TEVENSON��0LEASE�PASS�
ANY�ADDRESSES�YOU�HAVE�TO�4AMMY�&LINT�AT�
�ADDRESSES AOGUSMA�ORG��
/F�THE����CLASSMATES��OUT�OF�����GRADU

ATED	�WE�HAVE�LOST�SINCE���*UNE�������THE�FOL
LOWING�ARE�STILL�WITHOUT�MEMORIAL�ARTICLES��
!LEXANDER��#�	��!NDERSON��&�	��"RENNAN�
�$�	��#OLE��&�	��#RAIG��%�	��&ITZ(ENRY�
�!�	��&LY� �'�	��'IACOMINI� �$�	��(AL
LORAN��"�	��(EATH��%�	��)LLINGWORTH��!
�	��*ORDAN��&�	��+ARSTENS��(�	��+ARWAN�
�$�	��+IRBY� �"�	��,OWRY� �(�	��-C+
ELVEY��"�	��.EWMAN��"�	��0EDERSEN��"
�	��0ETERS� �%�	��2ICE� �'�	��2OSE� �"�	��
2OSETA��#�	��3CHAAF��$�	��4INKER��$�	��
7ALKENBACH��#�	��AND�7HEELER��$�	��)�
HAVE� LISTED� COMPANIES�BECAUSE� )� THINK�WE�
NEED�TO�DISCUSS�AMONG�OUR�CLOSEST�GROUPINGS�
HOW�TO�REMEMBER�THESE�FRIENDS��7E�OWE�IT�
TO�THEM��THEIR�FAMILIES��AND�OURSELVES�
-AIL�BEGAN�WITH�SOME�HOLIDAY�CARDS�THAT�

JUST�MISSED�THE�DEADLINE�LAST�TIME��+APPY���
'EOFF�0ROSCH�WERE�IN�TOUCH�FROM�!RLINGTON��

RETIREMENT� AND� LIFE� TRANSITION� GOT�7ALT� TO�
MUSE�OVER����YEARS�AND�HOW�HE�MOST�OF�ALL�
CHERISHES�HIS�LOVELY�BRIDE��!NN�-ARIE��WHO�
HE�MET�AT�A�MIXER�ON����/CT�����7ALT��!NN�
-ARIE��AND�MOST�OF�THEIR�FAMILY�WERE�ABLE�TO�
CELEBRATE�THEIR���TH�ANNIVERSARY�OF�MEETING�
AT�7EST�0OINT�DURING�0LEBE�0ARENT�WEEKEND�
IN������

*OE�'UIGNION�REPORTED�THAT�THE�%��GANG�
MADE�ITS�ANNUAL�TRIP�TO�0ALM�3PRINGS��#!��
FOR�A�WEEK�OF�GOLF��EATING��AND�ADULT�BEVER
AGE�CONSUMPTION��4HIS�YEAR��THEY�MANAGED�
TO�GET�*ESS�'ATLIN��#HUCK�*ONES��"ILL�&LOW
ERS��%ARL�.EWSOME��*ACK�"USSA��AND�*OE�TO�
PARTICIPATE�� 4HE� VERY� lRST� NIGHT� THE� JINKS�
WAS�ON�AS�*ACK�WON�ALL�THE�MONEY�AND�NEVER�
LET� UP� FOR�lVE�DAYS��.O�ONE� YET�HAS�BEEN�
ABLE� TO� lGURE� OUT� HOW� HE� KEEPS� SCORE� SO�
THAT�HE�ALWAYS�WINS�EXCEPT�ALL�BEGRUDGINGLY�
AGREE� THAT� HE� PLAYS� SMART� CONSISTENT� GOLF��
4HEY� TOO�NOTED� THAT� IT�WAS� SO�NICE� TO�GET�
AWAY�FROM�WINTER��7HILE�THE�COURSES�WERE�
IN�PERFECT�CONDITION��OUR�CLASSMATES�ADMIT�
THAT� THEY�PLAYED� JUST�A� LITTLE� LESS� THAN�PER
FECT�GOLF��#HUCK�HAS�A�WICKED�THREE�WOOD�
THAT�MOST�OF�THE�GANG�WOULD�LIKE�TO�BREAK��
%ARL�STILL�HITS�MASSIVE�DRIVES�RIGHT�DOWN�THE�
MIDDLE��WHILE�*ESS�CAN�LINE�UP�AND�EXECUTE�A�
PUTT�PERFECTLY��AND�"ILL�IS�TOTALLY�RELAXED�AND�
IN�CONTROL�THE�WHOLE�TIME��*OE�CONFESSED�TO�
BARELY�KEEPING�THE�BALL�IN�PLAY�
)T�APPEARS� THE�CLASS� IS�WELL�PRIMED�AND�

ON�AUTOPILOT�WITH�REGARD�TO�GATHERING�AND�
ENJOYING�EACH�OTHER�S�COMPANY��2EGIMENTS��
COMPANIES��TEAMS��AND�CLUBS�SEEM�TO�MELD�
INTO�ONE�IMPORTANT�THING�CLASSMATE��7E�
CAN�LOOK�EACH�OTHER�IN�THE�EYE�AND�KNOW��
3OME� OF� US� ARE� LIKE� 3LINKIES�NOT� REALLY�
GOOD� FOR� MUCH�� BUT� YOU� STILL� CAN�T� HELP�
BUT� SMILE�WHEN� YOU� SEE� US� TUMBLE� DOWN�
THE�STAIRS��7E�LL�GET�THROUGH�THE�ECONOMIC�
TIMES�IN�STYLE�BECAUSE�WE�KNOW�WHAT�S�IM
PORTANT�9/5�2%�!,,�7%�6%�'/4��

����
-2��2/"%24�-��+)--)44
�����.ORTH�&ILLMORE�3T�
!RLINGTON��6!����������
�������������(	
+IMMITT�� AOL�COM
WWW�WESTPOINT�ORG�CLASS�USMA�����
3UBSCRIBERS�

4HIS�COLUMN�IS�BEING�WRITTEN�ON����&EBRU
ARY��COVERING�NEWS�RECEIVED�SINCE���*ANUARY��
-Y�NEXT�DEADLINE�IS���*ULY�FOR�THE�3EPTEM
BER�/CTOBER� !33%-",9�� !S� PROMISED��
THERE�ARE�MULTIPLE�PHOTOS�BELOW�THAT�COULD�
NOT�BE�INCLUDED�LAST�TIME�
7HEN�YOU�READ�THIS�COLUMN��WE�WILL�BE�

VERY�CLOSE�TO�THE�lRST�OF�TWO�SIGNIlCANT�CLASS�

EVENTS��/N���*UNE�AT������WE�WILL�GATHER�AT�
THE�6IETNAM�-EMORIAL� IN�7ASHINGTON� TO�
HONOR�OUR�CLASSMATES�WHOSE�NAMES�ARE�FOR
EVER� ENSHRINED� THERE��!FTER� THE� CEREMONY��
(OLLY���)�WILL�HOST�A�BRUNCH�FOR�ALL�ATTEND
EES�AT�OUR�HOME� IN�!RLINGTON��4O�ENCOUR
AGE�ATTENDANCE��WE�HAVE�ALSO�ARRANGED�A�GOLF�

OUTING� FOR�
THE� AFTER
NOON�OF���
*UNE�AT�THE�
! R M Y n
. A V Y�
# O U N 
TRY� #LUB�
COURSE� IN�
&A I R F A X ��
6!�� AND�
A� SOCIAL�
GATHERING�
THAT� EVE
NING� ON�
THE� ROOF

TOP�OF�THE�CLUB�S�MAIN�CLUBHOUSE�IN�!RLING
TON��7E�WOULD�VERY�MUCH�APPRECIATE�WORD�
BEING�PASSED�TO�ALL�CLASSMATES�WITH�WHOM�
YOU�ARE�IN�TOUCH��AND�ESPECIALLY�TO�ANY�FAM
ILY� MEMBERS� OF� DECEASED� CLASSMATES�� 7E�
HAVE�ALREADY�HEARD�FROM�*OE�3ILVA�S�WIDOW�

-ARGIE� THAT�SHE�AND�SON�*OE�AND�HIS� FOUR�
CHILDREN� WILL� ATTEND�� 1UESTIONS� REGARD
ING� THE� CEREMONY�CAN�BE�DIRECTED� TO�"OB�
3EITZ� AT��SEITZ?BOB BAH�COM��AND� INFOR
MATION�ON�WIDOWS�AND�OTHER�FAMILY�MEM
BERS� CAN� BE� PASSED� TO�"RUCE� 7HEELER� AT�
�"RUCE7HEE AOL�COM��
7E�WILL�ALSO�GATHER�DUR

ING�THE�$UKE�FOOTBALL�WEEK
END�� ��n��� 3EPTEMBER�� AT�
7EST� 0OINT� FOR� OUR� ��TH�
2EUNION��+�#��"ROWN�AND�
THE� 2EUNION� #OMMITTEE�
HAVE� DONE� A� SUPERB� JOB� OF�
ORGANIZING� THE� EVENT�� AND�
YOU� SHOULD� HAVE� RECEIVED�
BY�NOW�THE�lRST�OF�THE�MAIL
INGS�REGARDING�THE�2EUNION��
)F�YOU�HAVE�NOT�RECEIVED�THE�
MAILING��OR�IF�YOU�HAVE�ANY�
OTHER�QUESTIONS��PLEASE�CON

�����!NNAPOLIS�� -IKE� (EALY� AND� 'EORGE� !LBRECHT� WITH�
7OUNDED�7ARRIORS�AT�.AVYn4EMPLE�GAME�

�����"ALLYBUNION�� )RELAND��
-ATT�AND�%D�,ACHEY�

�����7HISTLER��"�#���4ERRY���#HUCK�!NSTROM�
AND�SONS�

�����4IKAL�� 'UATEMALA�� 'EORGE� !LBRECHT�
AND�"RIGITTA�-ULLICAN�
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Apologies this time to Bill Jefferies for getting the title of his latest book wrong. It’s 

Spirit of the Oryx – set in the present day with a convergence of plots by the US to discredit 
Muslim theology, Russian attempts to regain global power, and Arab terrorists’ efforts to employ 
advanced quantum technology to cripple Western business interests.  Veterans and religious 
Americans are left alone.  Sounds like a good summer read.  

Greg Johnson dropped a note to let us know that he has moved to CapRock Government 
Solutions – formally Arrowhead Global Solutions – as Director of Business Development for 
satellite and terrestrial end-to-end communications capabilities with the Federal Government 
outside the DOD. 

Walt Meinshausen proudly informed us that he has achieved the vaunted status of 
"Triple Dipper" since he retired from civil service in Jan with over 44 years of Federal Service 
(cadet time counts) and as a reserve Officer in December 2006, he returned as a Federal 
Annuitant in March for two years to train his replacements.  Art Coogler and Rick Goodell have 
also waded through the “buy back” paperwork to enhance their retirements by combining their 
cadet, military, and civil service stints. 

Although Rick Wright has been with the Institute for Defense Analysis for most of his 
second career, he completed his first full year as the Administration Manager for IDA’s 
Intelligence Analyses Division.  After one week, of the weeks he spent helping his dad move into 
new digs in California, he attended an Intel Conference at the Naval Post Grad School in 
Monterey.  Later, world traveler, Anne, joined Rick and his dad for a Mexican Riviera cruise to 
celebrate Rick’s dad’s 92nd birthday and Rick’s and Anne’s 13th wedding anniversary.   

Chuck Jones and Joe Henry ensured we all heard that Rick Adam is back on familiar 
ground as an entrepreneur.  He has currently spun up his earlier NEON into Recondo 
Technology, Inc. to design billing and collections software for the health care industry, and is a 
founding investor in AdamWorks that took key components from his earlier Adam Aircraft to 
manufacture composite parts for defense and civilian industries. 

 
[Photo # 1 – “Stephanie & Ed Hobbs; Paulette Limbaugh; Sue Toole (partially obscured by the 
huge shadow cast by the wide-body next to her); Allan & Sandy Crecelius; Craig O’Connor; 
Clara & John Gonzalez; Mike Toole; Marty & Barbara Bowling modeling actual and feigned 
biking ensembles”] 
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Reward Strategy Group Pres Allan Crecelius forwarded a Credit Union Times article 

reporting Credit Union Executives Society President/CEO Fred Johnson was the 2009 Pete 
Crear Lifetime Achievement award recipient given by the African-American Credit Union 
Coalition due to his 20 years of leadership and inspiration at the helm of CUES.  Allan also 
reflected that classmates who started in I-1/B-3 (Al, Marty Bowling, John Dodson, John 
Gonzalez, Ed Hammond, John Harmeling, Ed Hobbs, Dan Limbaugh, Wally Magathan, 
Craig O’Connor, Jim Orahood, Tom Peirce, Mike Toole, and Steve Williams – plus 
Maurice & Liz Adams who came to the Winchester Marriott just for the B-3 Bash) got together 
for a company reunion-within-the-reunion during the first night of our 40th reunion last 
September.  After 40 years of not getting back together, the B-3 Bandits had so much fun they 
decided to do it again seven months later.  Doctors and Mss. Gonzalez and Hobbs hosted seven 
additional classmates and spouses in San Antonio for an extra-long weekend during April’s 
Fiesta Week.  The city’s Fiesta Committee reported margarita consumption was up significantly 
during the period (Class’ stimulus plan?).  One of John Gonzalez’s most questionable decisions 
over the 4-day period was to lead a 20-mile bike ride along the city’s Mission Trail.  After seeing 
himself in the picture, Allan is now producing a new video – “Buns of Putty.”  Dan Limbaugh 
digitally captured the 12 other classmates and brides who were crazy enough to show up that 
morning.  The smarter attendees – Steve & Ellie Williams, Ed & Beverly Hammond, and 
Wally Magathan – had either already fled town or slept in.   

[Photo #2 – “Dick Shipley Ed 
Garrison, Andy Silverthorn, and 
Dennis Rosenberry at the San 
Antonio South Texas WPS 
Founders Day celebration”] 

Speaking of fun and 
games in San Antonio, Dick & 
Kathy Shipley forwarded a 
picture from Founders Day 
there.  Andy & Dee Silverthorn 

came down from Austin and stayed with Andy’s med school classmate, Ed & Jean Garrison.  
Dennis & Denise Rosenberry were there so Dennis could be honored for his years of service to 
the South Texas WPS.   Everyone thought the Com did a good job – since he’s from Kathy’s 
home town in NJ, they had a long talk after the program. 

[Photo # 3 – “Jim Stephan and Peter Wallace 
(background) with Gen Shinseki (65) at the 
OSOT presentation in Tampa”] 

Peter Wallace brought to our 
attention that there was a big picture of Jack 
Reed in a recent Sunday Business section of 
the NY Times.  There’s a Blue Law against 
distributing that publication in NC.  The 
article was about a guy who made real estate 
infomercials promising all the secrets to get 
rich with no money, credit, or brains.  Jack 



acquitted himself well in describing the program pitfalls.  Peter & Barbara were also spectators 
at the March Operation Support Our Troops presentation by Megan Hostler (OSOT co-founder 
and chief fundraiser) of new specially modified vans (offer mobility, dignity, and relief, and 
range in cost from the $20k to $50k depending on the special equipment needed) to four severely 
wounded (mostly TBI victims) soldiers at the Tampa Polytrauma Rehabilitation Center (part of 
the James A Haley Veterans Hospital and Tampa VA Medical Center).  In addition to the 
Wallaces and Dutch & Megan, local real estate tycoons and doting grandparents Vic & Pat 
Hiatt, and part time U of Tampa “P” and equally devoted grandparents Jim & Sue Stefan also 
attended to cheer Megan on and hear Secretary of Veterans Affairs Ric Shinseki (65) give a 
moving speech about the heroism and sacrifices these men and their families have made for this 
country to an audience of over 100.  Following the presentations, a luncheon was provided for 
the veterans and invited guests where classmates and their brides had the opportunity to mingle 
with these heroes, learn more about the non-profit OSOT organization, and how it augments 
quality of life issues (sending blankets and sundry packs to the troops) that can't be funded or 
accomplished by the VA or DOD. 

[Photo # 4 – “Steve & Sherry Harper, Gary & Patti 
Halstead, and Gregg & Jonie Camp at the Camps’ in 
Columbus”] 

As the Executive VP for the National Infantry 
Foundation, Greg Camp is involved up to his ears in 
getting the new Infantry Museum resourced.  Prior to 
the dedication ceremony he was visited by ex-B-2 
Bulldogs Gary Halstead, and Steve Harper.  Gary & 
Patti were at Ft Benning baby-sitting their son’s two 
daughters while Scott and his bride, Missy, 
participated in the pre-command course at Ft 
Leavenworth.  Steve & Sherry live in Athens, GA 
where Steve is on the faculty of U of Georgia.  Greg & 

Joanie Camp hosted a dinner for the Halsteads and Harpers and they all had a great time telling 
Bulldog stories.  Dick McClelland echoed Joe Galloway’s report that there was a marvelous 
dedication for the museum held in March, with a parade of America’s newest soldiers on a field 
containing soil from America's wars collected from battlefields around the world, and 
consecrated with speeches from dignitaries.   Dick said that people-watching was great.  The 
largest single contributor was Harry Grey, former CEO of United Technologies and Pete 
Connor’s godfather.  Harry's Bn Commander in WWII and life-long friend was Pete’s dad, BG 
Robert E. Connor.  The upstairs hall of the unfinished museum was dedicated to BG Connor's 

Battalion. Harry was there, very sharp 
at 90 years old, and gave a short 
speech in which he introduced all the 
Connor children, save one, sadly. 
Both BG and Mrs Connor are gone.  
Congrats, Greg – well done!  
[Photo # 5 – “Lizz Connor, Dick 
McClelland, Casey Connor, Greg 
Camp, and Ann Connor in front of a 



WWII era photo of Pete's Dad”] 
On a whim, Nick Dienes called poopschool and company mate John Hedley when Nick 

& Barbara were RVing through Key West to urge John & Margie to organize an event on water 
where they could all get together, John could grill, the guys could drink single malt and smoke 
cigars, and the world could be left behind without regard for scales, cholesterol and other 
readings, and clocks (it's scary when you start making the same noises as your coffee pot, and 
half the stuff in our shopping carts says, "For fast relief").  Timing was perfect, since John was in 
the midst of receiving upsetting medical news.  After a wonderful classmate and companymate 
evening, John received confirmation that he had cancer and surgery was in his future.  Although 

the only companymate John told was Craig 
Carson, word spread, and John was fortified to get 
calls from Tommy Barnes from CO, Ray Rhodes 
from TX, and Bob Hensler from HI.  Furthermore, 
since Dan Gooding could not be present for John’s 
surgery, he ensured that at companymate Mike 
Norton (67) would be John’s Anesthesiologist. 
[Photo # 6 – “Barbara Gerard John & Margie 
Hedley and Barbara & Nick Dienes prior to John’s 
surgery”] 

We are incredibly fortunate to be members of this grand class.  It beings us together and 
provides great meaning to our lives.  When much of the world has a Ford vs. Firestone 
relationship, we continue to grip hands, bolster one another, and be aware and thankful that 
YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.  
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2ADIOLOGY�AT�4RIPLER�!RMY�-EDICAL�#ENTER�
IN�(AWAII��(IS�RECALL�WILL�LAST�UNTIL�3EPTEM
BER�������

���*UN�����/KAY�SPORTS�FANS��TIME�TO�GET�
THIS�STOOL�SPECIMEN�OFF�TO�THE�LAB��3UMMER�
IS� HERE��WHICH�MEANS� LONG�� LAZY� DAYS� AND�
TROUT��#OUPLE�OF�LAST�MINUTE�HEALTH�REPORTS��
4OM�3CHWARTZ�HAD�A�KNEE�REPLACEMENT�ON�
���*UNE��AND�*EFF�-ADSEN�HAD�HIP�REPLACE
MENT�ON���*ULY��"OTH�BIONIC�MEN�ARE�DOING�
lNE��3TAY�IN�TOUCH��MES�AMIS��AND�REMEMBER�
OUR�MAGNIlCENT�4ROOPS�
&REED��NON� IMPEDITI� RATIONE� COGITATIONIS��

"EAT�.AVY�

����
$!6%�'%2!2$
�����(ARBOR�#IRCLE
4ERRELL��.#������
�����������
GERARDD CHARTER�NET
WWW�WESTPOINT�ORG�CLASS�USMA�����
3UBSCRIBERS�

!S�PART�OF�OUR���TH�2EUNION��"ECKY�&EL
LOWS�RALLIED�SOME�CLASSMATE�BRIDES�TO�MAKE�
QUILT�SQUARES�FOR�A�1UILT�OF�6ALOR��1UILTS�OF�
6ALOR�ARE�MADE�BY�VOLUNTEERS�AND�GIVEN�TO�
OUR�WOUNDED�SERVICEMEN�AND�
WOMEN��#LAIRE�"ECKER��+AEW�
#ARMEN��!NNE�-ARIE�+EANE��
0ATTY� -ARRIOTT�� 2ACHEL� 0OT
TER��$ARIEL�4RAUNER��AND�,YNN�
5HLER� PARTICIPATED�AS� DID�
)RMGARD� 3ELL��WHO� )� HAVE�NO�
INFORMATION�ON�REGARDING�HER�
AFlLIATION� WITH� A� CLASSMATE��
4HE�QUILT�WAS�PRESENTED� TO� A�
WOUNDED�WARRIOR�LAST�-AY��)F�
YOU�WANT�MORE�INFORMATION�ON�
THE�PROGRAM��CONTACT�"ECKY�AT�
�REBECCAFELLOWS MSN�COM��
4HE�!IKEN!UGUSTA�#HAP

TER�&OUNDERS�$AY�CELEBRATION�
AT�THE�!UGUSTA�#OUNTRY�#LUB�
WAS�ATTENDED�BY�3TEVE�$ONO
HUE��WHO�IS�RETIRED�BUT�LEARN
ING� ABOUT� COMPUTERS�� AND�
*ERRY� #RAWFORD��WHO� IS� STILL�
WORKING�WITH�COMPUTERS�AS�THE�#)/�AT�THE�
6�!��-EDICAL�#ENTER�IN�!UGUSTA�

*ERRY� (ANSEN� REPORTED� THAT� 4ERRY�
,AUGHLIN� MOVED� FROM� THE� !RMY� /FlCE�
OF� #ONGRESSIONAL� AND� ,EGISLATIVE� ,IAISON�
TO�BECOME�THE�3TAFF�$IRECTOR�OF�THE�3ENATE�
!RMED�3ERVICES�#OMMITTEE�LAST�-AY��!LSO��
*ON�$ODSON�SAID�THAT�HE�D�
KEEP�US�INFORMED�ON�$EP
UTY� !SSISTANT� 3ECRETARY� OF�
$EFENSE�FOR�2ESERVE�!FFAIRS�
*OHN�(ATHAWAY��WHO�SUF
FERED�A�MINOR�STROKE�ABOUT�
THE� SAME� TIME� AS� 4ERRY�S�
MOVE��)�M�SURE�THAT�THERE�S�
NO�CAUSE�EFFECT�THING�HERE��

#HUCK� #ANELLA� AN
NOUNCED� THAT�� THANKS� TO�
$ALE� (ANSEN�S� GENEALOGY�
AND�NEXT� OF� KIN� SNOOPING�
TALENTS�� HE� WAS� ABLE� TO�
CONTACT� *OHN� $ARMODY�S�
WIDOW� �WHO� HAD� REMAR
RIED	��!FTER� A� CONSTRUCTIVE�
DIALOGUE�WITH�HER�AND�HER�AND�*OHN�S�GROWN�
KIDS��#HUCK�SUBMITTED�AN�APPROVED�-EMO
RIAL�!RTICLE�FOR�*OHN�WHICH�SHOULD�APPEAR�IN�
THE�NEXT�4!03��4HE�ARTICLE�CONTAINS�SOME�
GREAT� INPUTS� FROM�MANY�OF�OUR� CLASSMATES�
AND�HOCKEY�TEAMMATES�OF�OTHER�CLASSES��"E�
MINDFUL�THAT�IT�S�OUR�EFFORTS�AND�DEDICATION�
THAT�ARE�BEING�REMEMBERED�IN�THESE�ARTICLES�
AS�WELL�

3PEAKING� OF�
RECORDING� EFFORTS��
EXPERIENCES�� AND�
MEMORIES�� !L� !KER�
IS� SPEARHEADING� THE�
PUBLICATION� OF� A�
REVISED� EDITION� OR��
POSSIBLY� A� SECOND�
VOLUME�OF�"OTH�3IDES�
OF� THE� 7ALL��$ESPITE�
HEROIC� EFFORTS� TO�
INCLUDE� ALL� SUBMIS
SIONS�� SOME� OF� OUR�
CLASS� LITERARY� EFFORTS�
DIDN�T�MAKE�THE�lRST�
EDITION��)F�YOUR�WORK�
WAS� INCLUDED� IN� THE�
REUNION�EDITION��YOU�
NOW� HAVE� A� CHANCE�
TO�MAKE� CORRECTIONS�
TO� WHAT� WAS� PUB

LISHED��!NYONE�WHO�MISSED�CONTRIBUTING�TO�
THE�lRST�EDITION��HERE�S�YOUR�CHANCE��7HEN�
WE�GOT�TOGETHER�FOR�OUR���TH��WE�SAT�AROUND�
AND� REMINISCED� ABOUT� THE� STRUGGLES�� JOYS��
AND�ANTICS�THAT�lLLED�OUR�FOUR�YEARS�AT�4HE�
2OCK�� 3OME� OF� THESE� STORIES� HAVE� NOT� YET�
BEEN�RECORDED�BUT�NEED�TO�BE��)F�YOU�NEED�
HELP��REACH�OUT�TO�CLASSMATES�AND�MAKE�THE�
SUBMISSION� A� JOINT� EFFORT��4HE� DEADLINE� IS�
THIS�MONTH��3END�YOUR� REVISIONS��UPDATES��
AND� ORIGINAL� NOTES� IN�7ORD� FORMAT� TO� !L�

AT� �AAKER AKERKASTEN�COM��� 4HERE� ARE�
MEANINGFUL�EVENTS�THAT�ONLY�WE�CAN�PUT�IN�
PERSPECTIVE�AND�DESCRIBEx
)�WONDER�IF�!L�WILL�WRITE�ABOUT�HIS�ANNUAL�

ADVENTURES�mY�lSHING�ON�THE�"IGHORN�2IVER�
WITH� .ORM� -ILLER��
*ON�$ODSON��AND�$ON�
$AVIS��4HAT�TIME�WITH�
OLD� FRIENDS� HAS� INVIGO
RATED� *ON� $ODSON� SO�
MUCH� THAT� HE� TOOK� mY�
lSHING� LESSONS� DURING�
THIS�OUTING�SO�HE�COULD�
TEACH� HIS� GRANDKIDS��
5NFORTUNATELY�� )�GOT�E
MAIL� FROM� *ON�S� BRIDE��
!J��ENTITLED�h)T�S�OFlCIAL��
*ON�CAN�T�mY�EITHER�v�!P
PARENTLY��WHILE�CLEANING�
RAIN�GUTTERS�AROUND�THE�
FRONT� �ONE� STORY� SIDE	�
OF� HIS� HOUSE�� *ON� TOOK�

A� LITERAL� CRACK� AT� A� ,OW� !LTITUDE� .OTH
ING� TO� /PEN� �,!./�MAY� BE� KNOWN�
IN�THE�7EST�AS�,OW�%LEVATION�.OTHING�TO�
/PENn,%./	� AIRBORNE� MANEUVER� WHICH�
RESULTED�IN�WHAT�LOOKED�LIKE�THE�INSTALLATION�
OF�AN�EXTRA�ELBOW�BETWEEN�HIS�REGULAR�RIGHT�
ELBOW�AND�HIS�RIGHT�SHOULDER��THE�FEEDING��
WIPING��MOUSING� SIDE	��7ITHIN� THE� WEEK��
!J�DROPPED�ANOTHER�NOTE�INFORMING�US�THAT�
SHE�S�AN�INPATIENT�AT�$E7ITT�!(�WITH�SEP
TIC�KNEE�WHILE�*ON�WAS�IN�THE�72!(�%2�
GETTING�HIS�ARM�SET�AND�PUT�IN�A�CAST��.OW��
*ON�GETS�TO�REALLY�HANG�OUT�WITH�THE�YOUNG�
WOUNDED�WARRIORS� HE� HAS� BEEN�HELPING� AT�
7ALTER�2EED��

3UE�4OOLE�FOLLOWEDUP�ON�!LAN�#RECE
LIUS��REPORT�ON�)��"��REUNION�ACTIVITY�BY�
CYBERING� THAT� SHE� AND�-IKE� HAD� DINNER�
WITH�!LAN���3ANDY�AND�,ARRY���"EVERLY�
&ULTON�IN�(UNTSVILLE�IN�-AY�WHILE�!LAN���
3ANDY�WERE�IN�TOWN�ON�BUSINESS��!FTER�LEAV
ING�THE�!RMY��,ARRY�HELPED�START�AN�ENGI
NEERING�SERVICES�COMPANY�IN�(UNTSVILLE��!F
TER�GROWING�THE�COMPANY�TO�MORE�THAN�����
EMPLOYEES�AND�A�NUMBER�OF�OFlCES�AROUND�
THE�COUNTRY�� THE�COMPANY�GOT�BOUGHT�OUT�
BY�AN�AEROSPACE�COMPANY��,ARRY�WORKED�FOR�

�����-IKE� &ELLOWS� WITH� THE�
1UILT� OF� 6ALOR� CREATED� BY� "ECKY�
AND�OTHER�CLASS�BRIDES�

�����$OROTHY���*ERRY�#RAWFORD�AND�3TEVE�
��0AT�$ONOHUE�AT�THE�!UGUSTA�&$�

�����3KIPPER�3TOTT�#ARLETON�STILL�
IN�CHARGE�IN�-AINE�

�����'ORDON�4ILLERY��PROUD�POP�*ERRY�#OBB��
AND�CLASS�PRES�$AVE�/HLE�WITH�-ICHAEL�#OBB�AT�
HIS�RETIREMENT�AT�&T��-C.AIR�IN�*UNE�
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TWO�MORE�YEARS�TO�ENSURE�A�SMOOTH�TRANSI
TION��RETIRED�FOR�GOOD��AND�NOW�SPENDS�TIME�
BETWEEN�(UNTSVILLE��GRANDKIDS	�AND�A�CON
DO�IN�$ESTIN��&,��-IKE�RETIRED�FROM�"OEING�
AND�NOW�WORKS�AT�2EDSTONE�!RSENAL�
)N�OTHER�MINI�REUNION�NEWS��*IM�3WIN

NEY�LET�US�KNOW�THAT�THE�:OO�IS�PLANNING�A�
GATHERING�IN�EITHER�3AN�!NTONIO�OR�-YRTLE�
"EACH� FOR� ������ !UTHOR� AND� RADIOLOGIST�

-ARV� "ELASCO� AND� GOLlNG� COORDINATOR�
$WIGHT�,EE�HAVE� VOLUNTEERED� TO�HOST� THE�
GET�TOGETHER��*IM�REPORTS�THAT�HE�UNEXPECT
EDLY� RAN� INTO� *OHN�#ULLEN� AT� A�
#ONFERENCE� IN� 3T�� 0ETERSBURG��
&,��WHERE�*OHN�WAS�WOWING�THE�
CROWD� WITH� HIS� DISASTER� STORIES�
�HOSPITALS� WHERE� A� THE� WRONG�
LIMB� WAS� AMPUTATED	� AND� *IM�
WAS�MANNING�HIS�COMPANY�S�FOR
EIGN�AND�DOMESTIC�THREAT�BOOTH�

#HUCK� (AWKINS� RELATED� HIS�
EXTENSIVE� TRAVELS� IN� THE� #HINA�
.ORTH� +OREA� BORDER� REGION� AT�
THE� &EBRUARY� $#� CLASS� LUNCH��
3INCE� THEN�� HE� RETURNED� TO� THE�
AREA� WITH� 4OM� -C.AUGHER�
WHERE� 4OM� REPORTED�� h7E�RE�
DRIVING�UP�THE�EDGE�OF�THE�9ALU�TODAY��7E�
FELT� A� LITTLE� VULNERABLE� WITH� THAT� BUNKER�
OFF�IN�THE�DISTANCE�YESTERDAY��BUT�IT�WAS�SO�
HOT�THE�BUNKER�WAS�PROBABLY�EMPTY��OR�THE�
GUARD�WAS�ASLEEPxv�
!S� FOR� CLASS� MILESTONES�� HARD� WORKING�

TRIAL� LAWYER�$AN� 4AYLOR� WANTS� TO� LET� US�
KNOW�THAT�HIS�OLDEST�SON��7INSLOW��BEGAN�
HIS�lRST�YEAR�AT�7AKE�&OREST�,AW�3CHOOL�IN�
!UGUST�� (IS� SECOND�
�AND� YOUNGEST	� SON�
GRADUATED� THIS� YEAR�
WITH�A�"�3��IN�"USINESS�
!DMINISTRATION� FROM�
THE� +ENNAN&LAGLER�
3CHOOL� OF� "USINESS��
5� OF�.ORTH�#AROLINA�
AT�#HAPEL�(ILL��$AN�S�
BRIDE��'WYNNE�� CON
TINUES� TO� CHAIR� THE�
"OARD� OF� 4RUSTEES� AT�
3ALEM� !CADEMY� AND�
#OLLEGE� IN� 7INSTON
3ALEM��*OE���"ARBARA�

�����#HUCK�(AWKINS�AND�4OM�-C.AUGHER�
CONSTITUTED�A�CLASS�LUNCH�AT�THE�EASTERN�END�OF�
'REAT�7ALL��$ANDONG��#HINA�����-AY����

�����3UPER�0RES�-ILLER�IN�NEED�
OF�A�PHONE�BOOTH�

&OWLER� JOINED� THE� RANKS� OF� GRANDPARENTS�
WITH�THE�BIRTH�OF�3AGE�ON����-AY�IN�!US
TIN��

#HUCK� 6EHLOW� SENT� THE� COVER� OF� THE�
3COTTSDALE�� !:�� *UNE� EDITION� OF� (EALTH�
MAGAZINE� FEATURING� OUR� OWN�0RES� -ILLER��
3EE�WHAT�HAPPENS�IN�THIS�DAY�OF�NO�PHONE�
BOOTHS��!NOTHER�VICTIM�OF�CYCLING�FASHION��
!NDY� 3HAFFER�� AVERAGED� MORE� THAN� ����
MILES�A�WEEK�IN�PREPARATION�FOR�THE�!UGUST�
-3�BIKE�FOR�THE�CURE�RACE��4HE�#OM�PRE
SENTED�!NDY�WITH� A� NEW�7EST� 0OINT�#Y
CLING�4EAM�JERSEY��WHICH�IS�THE�TEAM�UNI
FORM��.OT�TO�BE�OUTDONE��*OCK���-ALENA�
-ERRIAM��ALONG�WITH�DAUGHTER�*ESSICA��WERE�
THE� DRIVING� FORCE� OF� THE� SUCCESSFUL� 0ALM�
"EACH�(ENLEY�2EGATTA�LAST�SPRING��-ALENA�
RAN�THE�PRIZE�DONATION�GATHERING�OPERATION�
AND�WOUND�UP�COXING�THREE�TIMES��*OCK�AND�
*ESS�WERE�ON�THE�WATER�AT������HAULING�AND�
LAUNCHING�BOATS��THEN�SETTING�UP�THE�BUOYS�
FOR�THE�ONE�MILE�COURSE�SO�THEY�COULD�lN
ISH�IN�TIME�FOR�THE������COACHES�AND�#OAST�
'UARD�CAPTAINS�MEETING��*OCK�ROWED�TWICE��
LOST� SIX� POUNDS� DURING� THE�WEEK� AND� CAN�

VOUCH�WHY� THERE� ARE�
NO� FAT� ROWERS��#HICK�
*AMES�AND�!NDY�3IL
VERTHORN� CONVERGED�
FROM�&ALLS�#ITY��.%��
AND� !USTIN�� 48�� TO�
+IAWAH� )SLAND� FOR�
LOTS�OF�GOLF�WHILE�#AR
OLE�AND�$EE�ENJOYED�
THE� 'ETAWAY� 3PA��
4HIS�WAS�#HICK�S�LAST�
HURRAH�PRIOR� TO�BACK�
SURGERY� IN� *ULY�� )N� A�
SLIGHTLY�LESS�STRENUOUS�
VENUE��6IC���0AT�(I

ATT�AND�(ENRY���+AREN�2ISER�ASSEMBLED�AT�
,AKE�.ORMAN� FROM�4AMPA�AND�!NNAPO
LIS�RESPECTIVELY�TO�TAKE�PART�IN�A�CONDENSED�
3INGLE�-ALT� 3IPPING� 3OCIETY� GATHERING� ON�
-EMORIAL�$AY��
3TAY�TUNED�TO�VOTE�FOR�,ARRY�*ORDAN�THIS�

FALL�AS�AN�!/'�"OARD�MEMBER�
"UD� "URRELL�� *OHN� (EDLEY�� AND� *ON�

$ODSON� HAVE� STRONG� REASON� TO�URGE� CLASS
MATES�TO�ENROLL�IN�THE�$EPT�
OF� 6ETERANS� !FFAIRS� (EALTH�
#ARE�SYSTEM��"UD��*OHN��AND�
*ON� STAYED� OUT� OF� THE� 6�!��
SYSTEM� BECAUSE� THEY� HAD�
OTHER� HEALTH� CARE� COVERAGE�
AND� WANTED� TO� KEEP� THEIR�
SLOTS� OPEN� FOR� THE� TROOPS��
(OWEVER�� THEY� ALSO� FOUND�
THAT� CIVILIAN� DOCTORS� WERE�
NOT� ALWAYS� ATTUNED� TO� THE�
ORIGINS�OF�ALL�MALADIES��"UD�
HAS�UNDERGONE�SERIAL�SURGER
IES�THAT�CAN�BE�TRACED�BACK�TO�
CHEMICALS�IN�3OUTHEAST�!SIA��

*OHN�S�LATEST�CANCER�IS�MOST�LIKELY�THE�RESULT�
OF�!GENT�/RANGE�EXPOSURE�� *ON�ALSO�HAS�A�
CONDITION�DIRECTLY�RELATED�TO�!GENT�/RANGE��
4HEY�ADVOCATE�CREATING�A�CLASS�6�!�� ISSUES�
AND� 3OUTHEAST� !SIA� SICKNESS� WEB� CONNEC
TION�TO�OUR�CLASS�WEBSITE��"UD�HAS�AGREED�TO�
POST�ARTICLES�HE�HAS�COME�ACROSS�ON�THAT�SITE�
SO� YOU� CAN�PULL� DOWN� THE� INFORMATION� AS�
YOU�WISH��"UT�THERE�IS�NO�SUBSTITUTE�FOR�CON
TACTING�THE�6�!��VIA��HTTP���WWW�VA�GOV���
COORDINATING� WITH� VETERANS�� ORGANIZATIONS�
LIKE�THE�6&7��AND�DOING�YOUR�OWN�RESEARCH�
TO�STAY�WELL�BECAUSE�9/5�2%�!,,�7%�6%�
'/4�

����
-2��2/"%24�-��+)--)44
�����.ORTH�&ILLMORE�3T�
!RLINGTON��6!����������
�������������(	
�������������7	
+IMMITT�� AOL�COM
WWW�WESTPOINT�ORG�CLASS�USMA�����
3UBSCRIBERS�

4HIS�COLUMN�IS�BEING�WRITTEN�ON���*ULY��COV
ERING�NEWS�RECEIVED�SINCE���-AY��-Y�NEXT�
DEADLINE� IS� ��.OVEMBER� FOR� THE� *ANUARY�
&EBRUARY������!33%-",9��
!S� IS� TOO�OFTEN�THE�CASE�THESE�DAYS��WE�
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Bill & Cheryl Jeffries spent their 
wedding anniversary touring France for three 
weeks.  They took their 13-year old son, Paul, 
with them to act as translator.  A trip highlight 
was Paul preparing to pitch in his All-Star 
baseball tournament upon their return by 
pitching to Bill on the beach, right under 
where the Rangers scaled the Normandy cliffs 
at Pointe du Hoc.  They then spent the 
morning placing American flags on graves of 
unknown soldiers in the American cemetery.  
[Photo #1 – “Bill, Cheryl & Paul Jeffries on a Seine cruise prior to Bill’s & Cheryl’s anniversary 
dinner”] 

Last July, Pete & Cathy Swan hosted a mini-reunion at their home in Paradise Valley for 
as many classmates living in Arizona as they could find.  The gathering was in honor of Art & 
Pat Coogler, who were visiting their daughter and grand twins in Scottsdale from their home 
(and Art’s practice) in Colombia, SC.  Pete is still a satellite scientist who teaches and works 
with Chuck Vehlow on the Army Science Board.  At the gathering were Bud & Lois Burrell, 
Jay & Carol Crenshaw, John Westerlund, and Mike Kulikowski, who all seem to be in 
various stages of semi-retirement – working when they want to.  Bud was slaying dragons on 
Wall St, but now, he’s keeps tabs on his old Special Ops mates and works to keep the 
government honest regarding veterans’ health care.  , John is following up on his book by 
researching where forest rangers go to "get away from it all."  Art observed that, even though 

several of these 
classmates did not really 
know each other at 
school, they fell back into 
their shared experiences 
and had a great time. 
[Photo #2 – “Pete Swan, 
Mike Kulikowski, Jay 
Crenshaw, Bud Burrell, 
Art Coogler, and John 
Westerlund celebrating 
Arizona”] 

Fred & Mary Johnson attended Fred’s #3 son, Andy's, graduation from Jump School, 
and Fred initiated him with Fred’s old jump wings.  While there, they saw Gary & Patti 
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Halstead’s son, Scott, who is Bn Cmdr of 2/11th 
Infantry – the IOBC battalion.  Scott is Fred’s oldest 
son’s classmate.  Thanks to the nonstop generosity of 
Greg & Joanie Camp, Fred & Mary stayed in the 
“Class of 68 Cottage” behind the Camps’ home in 
Columbus.  
[Photo #3 – “Joanie & Greg Camp with Mary, Andy & 
Freed 
Johnson at 
Ft 
Benning”] 
[Photo #4 
– “At an 
AFA 
football 
tailgate 
are  (Front 
Row) 
Greg Johnson, Gary Halstead, Chuck Jones (just back from 3 months in Alaska), Mike Hart, 
luncheon organizer Paul Baerman, Nick Dienes.  (Back Row) Tom Martin, Steve Williams, Jay 
Francis, Marv Wooten, Larry Stevenson, Robby Robinson”] 

The 20th Annual West Point Triathlon was held last August at Camp Buckner, and the 
2nd annual Ken Cummings Award was presented to the highest finishing Male (Daniel Livolsi, 
‘12) and Female (Ashley Morgan, ‘10) Cadets.  The Award is a joint effort of fellow swimmers 
from Ken's High School (St Francis Prep in NYC – Ken’s classmates also have started a 
scholarship in his name) and our class.  St. Francis Prep had six participants and our class had 
three – Tom Vollrath, Pres Miller and Joe Guignon.  Kimberly Cummings Page and her 
husband Eric also participated. 
[Photo #5 – “Ken 
Cummings Award 
Presentation at Camp 
Buckner – St Francis 
Prep Principal 
(Brother Robert), 6 St 
Francis Prep 
participants, the 
winners (holding 
plaques), Franki 
Cummings Bennett, 
the entire Page Family 
(Eric, Kimberly, Ryan, Connor and Molly), Joe Guignion, and Tom Vollrath”] 

The week prior to the Triathlon, 13 members of our class participated in the Class of 
2013 Marchback.  The old timers inducted new actual joiners, Robby Robinson and Jim 
Carman, into the Loyal Order of the Dilapidated Boot.  Don’t think that you can get a full stay-
back from this event just because there wasn’t that much fanfare this year, with the usual push for 



virtual marchers and contributions to the Class Gift Fund.  Currently, coffers are comfortable, but 
be prepared for affiliation operations with the Class of 2018 – scheduled to enter in July of 2014 
– when we will be expected to field at least 68 marchbackers. 

[Photo #6 – “George Shoener, Bill Brown, Gary 
Roberson, Jim Carman, Pres Miller, Dutch 
Hostler, Doug McKenna, Tom Jewell, Dale 
Hansen, Dave Martin, Tony Ambrose, and Terry 
Wong (Robby Robinson not shown) represented 
the Class at this years Marchback”] 

Frank Chapuran dropped a note to 
report that he and his bride, Carol, participated in 
a 3-day  mini-reunion in Huntsville, Alabama in 
mid-September with Andy & Andrea Dull in the 

orthopedic ward of Crestwood Hospital.  Andy had 
shoulder replacement surgery (to follow-up on his two 
knee replacements) and Carol had surgery for her second 
knee replacement.  The hospital is rumored to now have a 
spare parts shortage in at least the S and XXL joint sizes.   

Jim Orahood brags that he finally found 
someone who really likes him.  Younger son, Josh’s son, 
Aaron, seems to feel that his grand dad is very 
comfortable. 

[Photo #7 – ‘Jim and Aaron Orahood 
relaxing”] 
[Photo #8 – “Mike Havey after resurrection 
his Norton”] 

John Hedley recently commented 
that, as we stumble along through life, we 

pass through different phases – normally depicting certain maturation and gained wisdom.  While 
wisdom comes with age, age may come alone, so we get to recycle through childhood more than 
once.  In Mike Havey’s case, he started feeling old about the time “YoungSon Michael” 
redeployed last year for tour #3 with his 3/75th Rangers for an all-expense-paid garden spot tour 
of sand boxes.  YoungSon Michael’s first son (fourth grandchild for Mike & Kit), Dylan, was 
born half way through his tour.  Prior to deployment, “YoungSon” bought a Harley – and then 
challenged his dad to pull his `71 British Norton out of from under its tarp in the garage and get it 
running.  Realizing that he couldn’t let aging get him down (because it’s too hard to get back up), 
he dug the Norton out of mothballs, lubed and decorroded it, replaced and overhauled some parts 
(included new carbs from England), got it up and running and left all the new young studs at the 
Ft Belvoir mandatory motorcycle safety course behind in its 38 year old dust…  Hedley claims 



that it was surviving cancer that caused him to buy a Harley trike 
so he could relook at a life we normally take for granted, and ride 
with the Patriot Guard and in Rolling Thunder – and if that doesn’t 
work, he can get a job as a meter maid.  I’m not seeing a big 
difference in these attitudes and a bunch of guys about 42 years 
ago – where a quarter of the class bought one percent of the 1968 
Corvettes produced.   
[Photo #9 – “John Hedley at the lake with his new “Hog”] 

[Photo #10 – “Sue Nagy, Dick Wiedenbeck, Jim & Norma Locher, Chuck & Kate Vehlow, 
Thomas Jefferson, Pete & Cathy Swan, Pat Coogler, Kit Havey, Rick Goodell, Ed Thal, Art 
Coogler, Alix Sayre, Jay Johnson, Patti Goodell, Peggy Thal, Mike Havey, Ross Nagy, Pat 
Johnson, and Gordie Sayre at our 40th reunion”] 

We’ve been blessed by not having lost too many of our own since the days of Vietnam.  
This reporting period brought us back to reality.  In August, Pat Carraway, bride of over 41 
years of Dave, a wonderful wife and mother, and always ready with a great hug, was taken after 
fighting an illness for years.  Within a week, we received word that cancer had taken Bob 
Johnson, who left cadet ranks as a Yearling to go on and serve with us in Southeast Asia and 
become an adored basketball coach at Emory & Henry College in Virginia.  In early September, 
Jay & Pat Johnson relayed the sad news that Dick Wiedenbeck lost his 11 year battle with a 
rare liver cancer in Florida – Jay Johnson (flipsnh@msn.com) is heading up the creation of 
Dick’s Memorial article.  Less than a week later, we were stunned to hear that pancreatic cancer 
took Steve Bowman within a year of his diagnosis.  Despite returning to the US to see family 
from his and Gaby’s home in Germany, and John Wing’s offer to get him into the Anderson 
Clinic and care for him, the cancer was too much for Steve.  Bob Brace (bracer@saic.com) and 
Bruce Brown (brucehbrown@yahoo.com) state that they are honored to collect your thoughts 
and remembrances of Steve and create his Memorial Article.  Class VP Dutch Hostler sent 
condolence notes to everyone’s next of kin on behalf of the class.   

Rabble, we know that growing old is mandatory – but growing up is not.  We’re doing the 
right thing – contributing to society and the economy, visiting, and making the most of our time 
with one another.  Laughing is good exercise.  Birthdays are good for us – the more we have the 
longer we get to be with one anotherm – so is crying only if you do it with someone elsd.  Be 
thankful for your time with family, friends, and classmates – YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.  
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As a follow-up to our last Notes, Steve Bowman was laid to rest at West Point on a crisp, 
sunny West Point kind of day.  Company mates Bruce Brown, Bruce Korda, Dick 
McClelland, Bill Marriott, and Jack Miller were present.  Class VP, Dutch Hostler was also 
there representing the class.  Prior to his retirement, Steve served as the Director of the US Army 
Military History Institute (MHI) – part of the US Army War College at Carlisle Barracks.  In that 
role, he was instrumental and influential in envisioning what is now a new Army Heritage and 
Education Center, which includes the former MHI expanded to a new location with a visitor and 
education center and Army Heritage Museum (see http://www.carlisle.army.mil/ahec/index.cfm).  
If you wanted to contribute something in Steve’s name, consider a donation to the Army Heritage 
Foundation of the Army Heritage and Education Center. 

After at least a half a decade, Monte Anderson’s historical novel, Archimedes of 
Syracuse: The Chest of Ideas, has been published.  It’s really about Archimedes, who lived 
around 300 BC in Syracuse Sicily, as told by Leonardo di Vinci to his employer, Cesare Borga.  
Leave it to Monte to weave romance, mathematics, feats of engineering, and history set during 
war between Rome and Carthage.  The book is available on www.amazon.com and Monte 
reports that it would make a great holiday gift as well as a tool to swat bugs, press leaves, and 
brace up short table legs.  We can all help Monte by buying his book and emailing 1000 of our 
friends and urging them to do the same. 

Ralph Tuccillo, Dwight Lee, Fred & Nancy (AKA: “She Who Must Be Obeyed”) 
Hoblit, and Wil Park (’12) played in the Service Academy Golf Classic “Pro AM” in October at 
Andrews AFB.  Our class team did well (11 under par) and came in second within the West Point 
teams. Nancy’s adventure with the SAIC Downsizing Fairy year before last turned out as a 
blessing because she could take the time needed to attend to personal medical needs, organize 
and conduct the Mother of all garage sales, plan and supervise Fred’s homeland garden and 
landscaping activities, and plan a trip to Scotland to play golf.  Since, Fred has been diagnosed 
as a Type II Diabetic, his 19th 
hole activities have been 
curtailed, but that doesn’t’ 
stop him from working – 
he’s still with SAIC 
providing his vast UAV 
expertise. 
[Photo #1 – “Ralph Tuccillo, 
Wil Park (’12), Fred & 
SWMBO Hoblit, and Dwight 
Lee at the fall Service 
Academy Golf Classic”] 
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Right after the tournament, Dwight & Donna Lee packed the car and headed to their new 
home in Pawleys Island, SC.  Dwight retired from General Dynamics last May and is just now 
coming to grips with having to play golf around the world without getting paid for it.  Donna 
stayed on in real estate just long enough to get the Lee manor in Maryland sold.  I have not yet 
heard if they have hooked up with John McDonald at Pawleys Island, which must have a quota 
for classmates because Bob Fabrey moved from there to Farmington, NM to take on a Chief 
Medical Officer job with the local med center and be closer to kids and grandkids in Colorado. 

[Photo # 2 – “The 2009 Cobeys and grand kids: Will Cobey, Mary Granade, Anna Turmail, Mary 
Lou Cobey, Lily & George Turmail, and Chris, Elwood & Kate Cobey”] 

About the same time, as classmates were playing golf and moving, Elwood Cobey 
reported that Steve Marcuccilli ruptured a disc in his back and is recovering from paralysis of 
his lower extremities. Pam Fern, his long time girlfriend, says that he is doing OK in rehab and is 
hopeful of a good outcome.  We’ll get more information when John & Margie Hedley and 
Dutch & Megan Hostler return from Hawaii in late winter. 

Jack & Bobbi Munson doubled the Class’ population in the Bethany, Delaware area 
when they finally settled in to join Bob & Eileen Stroud, who built a home on a lot he bought 
with his Soldier’s Deposits he earned in Vietnam.  While Jack & Bobbi live in a golfing 
community 10 minutes from the beach they are not precluded from savoring the “smell of 
money” when chicken houses in the vicinity (Delaware is the broiler chicken Mecca of the US) 
are aired out.  Besides golf and the beach, they dote on grandchildren (Megan presented them 
with a grandson – Gage Jackson Baker – in Feb 2009) and worry about Erin, who redeployed to 
Qatar.   

John Keane checked in with the news that he and AnneMarie are grandparents again 
with a second set of twin grandsons.  John has switched back to the civil service ranks in an 
effort to help make order out of health care data base standardization. If that doesn’t work, at 
least he and AnneMarie will have a decent health care plan. 
[Photo #3 – “Jim & Kathy Kelley, Bob & Ann Sweeney, Jim & Pat Thome and Mike & Janeane 
Hart are the mini reunion attendees in Cozumel”] 

Mike & Janean Hart, Jim & Kathy Kelley, Bob & Ann Sweeney, and Jim & Pat 
Thome continued their tradition of annual mini-reunions (except for class reunion years) with a 
4-day cruise to Cozumel, Mexico last fall.  When they’re not doting over or cheering on 



grandsons, the Harts are still engaged with Mike’s homebuilding business and Janean’s legal 
secretarial work.  Jim & Kathy continue living in San Jose, CA, where both of them are 
involved in education – Jim is teaching at the university level and Kathy is a principal of an 
elementary school.  Bob & Ann still live in Woodbridge, VA, where Bob commutes to DC 
doing his beltway bandit thing with 
General Dynamics and Ann has 
her own antiques and country decor 
business in Occoquan VA.  Jim & 
Pat are still enjoying retirement in 
Orlando, FL and hardly find time 
for chores or work because cruises, 
world travel, Disney Parks, and 
movies monopolize their time.  While on the cruise – and because Jim lives on a fixed income, 
he is willing to try anything when the word “free” is associated, and noting there were few 
entrants in the “geezer class -- Jim entered a pool-side best male physique contest that offered a 
free cruise to the winner.  Word has it that a “Go Army – Beat Navy” thong was involved and the 
ship’s Captain called off the contest based on the plethora of motion sickness pills being 
purchased on that smooth seas day. 

[Photo #4 – “John Hoffman (ex 
’68), Alan Marks (AFA ex ’68), 
Jon Dodson, George Shoener, and 
Fred Johnson at the CO 
Poopschool reunion”] 

We got to see a wide 
variety of classmates thanks to 
the coordination efforts of 

recently retired company mates Chuck & Gayle Jones and Joe & Carla Henry and the 
hospitality of John Hoffman.  They contributed to making the 2009 Army Air Force game a 
larger draw of classmates than the Navy game.  Their connections with the local WPS facilitated 
the E3 and (now traditional) Proopschool, reunions.  Jon & Aj Dodson (volunteers with 
Wounded Warrior Mentor and Mount Vernon Programs respectively), George & Gloria 
Shoener (both still with Shore Health System on Maryland’s Eastern Shore), Fred Johnson (in a 
new home with a new bride in Wisconsin and still Pres/CEO of Credit Union Executive Society), 
and Barbara and I descended on the Hoffman manor, while Jack &  Marilyn Bussa (Jack has 
scaled back at ophthalmology to keep up his golf game), Joe & Judy Creeden (still trying to 
figure out where to live and play golf in the southern USA), Jess & Ann Gatlin (participated in 
Jess’ mother’s and father’s anniversary in CO Springs as will as attended the game and mini 
reunion), Joe & Maureen Guignion (Joe reported that Tom Vollrath competed in the Army 10 
Miler with an 8:17 pace), Ross & Margaret Irvin (staying healthy), and Bob & Eileen Stroud 
(continuing to prove that living well is the best revenge) contributed to the Denver economy at a 
local hotel, golf course and watering hole.  Locals Chuck Canella (still nursing a bad back and 
the only classmate to have written two Memorial Articles), Nick & Barbara Dienes (still 
traveling and using lots of gas in their RV condo on wheels), Mike Fellows, Gary & Patti 
Halstead (retired, traveling, skiing, and golfing), Tom & Suzanne Martin, Robbie & Cathy 
Robinson (Robbie flunked retirement and is looking for part time defense work to keep busy), 



Larry & Cheryl Stevenson (focusing on new home landscaping and refurnishing and a bit of IT 
work with Lockheed Martin), and (Army’s #1 fan) Tom Beierschmitt (who reconnected with 
Tom Krieger who is now retired from the law business and living in NC just north of Myrtle 
Beach).  Just after the game, the Henrys pulled up stakes and moved to a cabin on 10 acres in 
Kentucky where Joe can 
shoot deer and listen to 
banjo music on his front 
porch. 
[Photo #5 – “"Patti & 
Gary Halstead 
surrounded by Missy & 
Scott ('91) (with Natalie 
and Sydney Halstead), 
and Jim II (AFA' 93) & 
Kari (with Grace, Livvie, 
and Charlie) Orahood at 
Scott's assumption of 
command of 2/11 Inf at 
Ft Benning"] 

[Photo #6 – “Pres Miller, Mark 
Hansen, Chuck Vehlow, and 
John Westerlund at their 
Army-Navy pre-game party”] 

While yukking it up 
CO, we received the 
devastating news that Joe 
Fowler had suffered a massive 

stroke on his 63rd birthday and was removed from life support a few days later to pass from this 
life.  Viewing, service, and wake were attended by company mates Bob Alexander, Dutch 
Hostler, Gary Roberson, Pete Wallace, and Steve Windsor.  Other attending classmates 
included Joe Guignon, John Keane, Lee Outlaw, Henry Riser, Dick Steiner, Gordie Tillery, 
and Rich Scaglione.  Pete Wallace 
noted that the old A2/D2/G2H2 
gang made it over 41 years without 
being required to send a company 
rep to heaven – so, when we got the 
call, we sent the best.  A month after 
Joe’s passing, John Cruden, Joe’s 
old Buckner mate and JAG 
colleague, commented that he still 
wants to call Joe because there’s 
always something of interest to both 
of them that pops up. 
[Photo #7 – “Sharon & John Cruden with grandkids Lauran, Katelyn, Ryan, and Jonathan”] 



On another sad note, Gil Tijerina lost his bride, Irene, two days after their 10th 
anniversary to cancer just before Christmas.  Please keep Barbara Fowler and Gil in your 
thoughts and prayers because they need us and YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT. 
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John Hedley brought company mate Tom Barnes up for a visit.  When Tom is not 
giving people new smiles through his dental skills, he is into local politics and is working with a 
69 grad (the judge who refused an order by a federal judge to remove the 10 Commandments 
from the court house in Montgomery) who aspires to be the governor of Alabama, and needs all 
the help he can get with organizing an alumni support group.  Besides being on the Board of 
what is billed as the “most patriotic coffee shop in the world” in Mooresville, NC, John is deeply 
involved with his old Vietnam Recon Platoon in establishing a legacy with the current 
organization based in Hawaii.  By the 
time you read this, John and many of his 
“Fox Force” will have presented the red 
scarves they wore in Vietnam to the 
current Scout platoon – in time for the 
current members to deploy with them.   
[Photo #1 – “John Hedley, some 
grinning fool, and Tom Barnes at Lake 
Norman”] 

Jim Jennings passed on an ESPN blog site that featured Jack Reed and his book, 
Football Clock Management.  The blog quotes Jack’s withering descriptions of many pro 
coaches and states that a couple of teams have even purchased copies of the book.  If you want to 
be friends with Jack on Facebook, you have to go through his son who will ask you which 
Facebook site you want – football or real estate – no option for just being a classmate. 

While waiting to sell his home in the Indianapolis area and move to Park City, UT, Bill 
Jeffries was named by the Indianapolis Colts as one of the 20 Community Quarterbacks for his 
area involvement and volunteer work.  Beside his latest novel, Concord, he published another 
book on Psychological Type and Sales Mastery and has been asked by the Association of 
Psychological Type (APT) to be the Management and Organizational Development Interest Area 
Coordinator on the APT International Leadership team for 2010 and 2011. 

Walt Meinshausen had run across an oceanographer named Dave Schulte and wondered 
if there was any relation.  Our Dave Schulte checked in from Kabul to state that there was no 
relationship, but ordered a dozen oysters… 

Like Dave Schulte and John Keane, Bob Alexander continues to proudly serve.  He is 
currently struggling with a Government Contract he has been on forever because of new "Rules 
& Best Value" that made companies recompete each "Contract Task separately."  He is still at 
ALION Science & Tech, but he is looking into Civil Service as an option due to the Government 
Conversion Program that rids contractor positions and rolls them over to Civil Service. 

One of Pat Jonas’ new years resolutions was to convert all of the slides he had taken as a 
cadet – mostly of the old L2, E4, G4, C4 gang and the mob that inhabited Snuffy’s.  While some 
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of the photos are washed out, others 
cannot be printed here to protect a 
number of retired senior officers.  
Needless to say, Gerry Weeks, 
Howard McElroy, Stash Parker, 
Tom Stites, Ollie Johnson, Chuck 
Mahan, Jim Stanley, Chuck 
Vehlow, Steve Marcuccilli, Nellie 
Laughton, and Hank Toczylowski 
should be greatly relieved.   
[Photo #2 – “From an earlier day – F-
B L-R: Tom Stites, Bob Henderson, 
B G Weeks, Ralph Tucillo; 2nd row 
Malcolm Murray, Nelson Laughton, 
Hank Toczylowski, Ollie Johnson; 
3rd row Steve Frushour, Joe Finley, 

Pat Jonas; Last Row: Tom "TJ" Nolen (died just before graduation)] 
Carrying on a lasting friendship, Nellie & Ann Laughton took a Space A flight to 

Germany last November, stayed with German 
friends and then went to Paris via train where 
they met up with Tom & Syl Stites who came 
from their apartment in Vienna.  While they were 
at the Arc de Triomphe on Armistice Day, they 
heard both the German Chancellor and French 
President speak; however, not a lot was 
understood in spite of how Nellie had excelled in 
German 45 years ago. 
[Photo #3 – “Syl & Tom Stites and Nellie & Ann 
Laughton in Paris”] 

In a more up-to-date venue, Chuck & Katy Vehlow took some time out from their 
vigorous schedules in Scottsdale, AZ to host a dinner for Rick Mason’s parents, Bob & Ruth (in 
town from KS visiting grandkids), and Mike (’70) & Bette Spengler Meulners.  Chuck & Katy 
have stayed in touch with the Masons over these many years since Rick’s passing in 1977. 

Dave Clemm dropped a note to inform us that his and Jean’s youngest son, Robert, is 
working on his PhD in Military History at The Ohio State University and was accepted a a 
summer seminar at our alma mater, attended by students and professors from around the world.  
His original advisor is now the head of the World War II Museum in New Orleans and will be 
one of the guest speakers.  Since Dave and I were in a number of classes together as cadets, I can 
only deduce that Robert got his military academic genes from Jean. 

Gary & Patti Halstead attended Greg Camp's induction into the Chattahoochee Valley 
Sports Hall of Fame in Columbus, Georgia – a great tribute to Greg’s involvement and athletic 
participation both in his past and in his current lifestyle.  For example, while studying for his 
Masters Degree at Georgia Tech (after a year in Vietnam as an Infantryman,) he set the existing 
record for the mile.  Greg's records at West Point in the mile, half-mile and distance relay are still 
unbroken...  Since Greg is such a humble guy, we’re glad that Gary, Patti, and Greg’s and  



[Photo #5 – “  Jennifer Camp (daughter), Kendall Camp (granddaughter), Greg & Joanie Camp, 
Scott Camp (son), Jessica Camp (daughter-in-law), Coleman Camp (grandson), Seema Dhaliwal 
(Matt's fiancé), Matt Camp (son), Julie Gipe (sister-in-law) at Greg’s induction into the 
Chattahoochee Valley Sports Hall of Fame”] 

Presenting a slightly different view of our modern day athletic prowess, Jay & Carol 
Crenshaw report that Jay had been looking forward to joining the over 65 senior softball league 
where they live in Prescott, AZ, since he figured that he would be the star of the league – for the 
first year or so.  After three games, Jay has found out that many of the geezers ran faster, threw 
harder, and hit the ball longer than he – and he's 
sure that most of them have backs, arms and legs 
that are nowhere as sore as his.   

Just to rub it in, Jock Merriam dropped a 
note and pictures showing the family in long sleeve 
over Christmas in south Florida, where temps 
plunged into the high 50s.  Jock is still Vice 
President for Business Development of 
Commercial, State and Local Programs for Shaw 
Environmental and Infrastructure, Inc., and freely 
admits that Malena is the best thing that ever 
happened to him. 
[Photo #6 – “The Merriams in South Florida at 
Christmas: daughter Jessica , son JJ and wife Barb, Jack (3), Anna (6), Jock & Malena”] 

[Photo #7 – “In a more realistic weather setting, Jim Orahood with 
granddaughters Olivia and Gracie in Indiana”] 

Joe Guignon reported on the DC area Class group date 
night at the Army Navy Country Club.- The theme of the event was 
REDUX West Point memorabilia – who could bring the most 
outlandish KEPT item.  Most of the brides pulled their “A” pins out 
of storage and proudly wore them.  A featured centerpiece was a 
slide rule. Dave Ohle brought the signed football from the 150 Lb 
team victory over Navy in 1967.  Jess Gatlin brought his old 
engineering books and the Atlases of Military battles.  Ken 
Nicholson came up from Newport News to display his Company E-



3 beer mug.   Someone brought The Pointer magazine from June week 1968 with pictures of the 
Girls of 1968.  Gordie Tillery brought the Dec 11 1964 issue of Slum and Gravy – who could 
forget our FALL OUT for the rest of the year?  Jack & Bobbi Munson schlepped in from 
Delaware with an album filled with (almost) everything they did during our last two years at 
West Point – including Kingston Trio and football game tickets – and a medallion from the Class 
of 1945 to five of our classmates who were the first sons of 1945 to graduate from West Point.  
There were parkas, and even an FD coat (which no one could fit in). 

[Photo #8 “Date Night at the ANCC last March: “Jerry Hansen, John & AnnMarie Keane, Gordie 
& Elsie Tillery, Jess & Ann Gatlin, Dave & Susan Ohle, Craig OConnor and Ginny McArthur, 
Jon Dodson, Sandy & Kathy Cohen, Bob & Eileen Stroud, George & Andrea Shoener, Ken & 
Susan Nicholson, John & Sharon Cruden, Joe & Maureen Guignon, Dave (just back from 
Pakistan)& Vasana Hatcher, and (not in picture) Jack & Bobbi Munson’] 

E3 Palm Springs Outing – Earl Newsome, Jim Fitzgerald (ND '47), Bill Flowers, Joe 
Creeden, John Bussa, Chuck Jones, Col. Pace (June '43), Jess Gatlin, Joe Guignon 

Gary Roberson reported that he sat with Gil Jacobs and Lamar Ratcliffe at the 
Cleveland WP Society Founders Day celebration that featured Dave Ohle as the keynote speaker.  

Rabble, as of this writing we are two less – again.  Terry Loughlin left this world on 1 
March after a long battle with melanoma cancer, and Dick Flynn passed away in his sleep of an 
apparent heart attack on 30 March – both of these classmates were lions in their own right.  Our 



hearts go out to Kathy and Jane because we share their loss.  This is an incredibly rough patch we 
are going through and we need to pull together, look after each other, and maintain health 
because YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT. 
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1 Jun 10. Unsurpassed Service Award: 
John James just arrived in Afghanistan for 
his second tour of duty at the Afghan Na-
tional Military Academy. John, a retired 
O6, is a visiting professor in computer sci-
ences at West Point and already had a six-
month rotation into the 11th century last 
year. He had to beg and plead to go back 
again. We may be old, but we still know the 
meaning of selfless service.

2 Jun 10.  Well, the class Mediterranean 
Cruise has been over for a week now and I 
have yet to receive any reports from the 29 
classmates. So, either was a huge yawner, or 
no one was sober enough the whole time to 
remember anything that happened. Know-
ing who went on the trip, I suspect the lat-
ter. Hopefully by the time for the next 
Pooper Scooper, someone will have sobered up 
enough to give me a coherent report. You can 
bet it won’t be Bob Lenz; the entire Mediter-
ranean basin is out of scotch. At least I did 
receive one photo of the group on the boat.

3 Jun 10. Mike Hood was walking 
around Houston in a daze on Memorial 
Day and found himself in the midst of the 
large Vietnamese community there cel-
ebrating Memorial Day in force. Before he 
knew it, Hood had been pressed into duty 
to give an off-the-cuff speech. I’m told he 
was cheered to an echo.

7 Jun 10. On a lovely, warm spring day 
almost 40 classmates and family members 
gathered at the new National Infantry Mu-

seum at Ft. Benning for a very special dedi-
cation ceremony, on the 43rd anniversary 
of our graduation, to remember our fallen 
brothers and to dedicate the pavers that 
Carl Savory, Jim 
Balkcom, and Jim 
Walden purchased 
for the Walk of 
Honor to commem-
orate our 29 class-
mates KIA in Viet-
nam, as well as class 
son Bill McMillan, 
son of Lloyd & 
Marge, who was KIA in Iraq in 2008. It 
was a moving, poignant event. The evening 
before the ceremony Carl hosted everyone 
for a buffet dinner and lots of tall tales.

28 Jun 10. A couple of messages from 
Tom Parr managed to sneak past my spam 
filters: “Al Nahas gave an inspired talk 
to the WPS of Greater Houston this past 
Thursday, regarding his new book: War-

riors Remembered. He has done some terrific 
research on memorials all over the country 
to Vietnam veterans. He hopes to have the 
book out by Veteran’s Day. However, folks 

can go online and pre-purchase a few cop-
ies. In the picture with Al are Pais and yours 
truly. A new unindicted co-conspirator in 
the Houston area is Zeke Wimert. He 
cleans up real good, don’t you think? Add-
ing glamour is Ashley Donnell, Alton & 
Carolyn’s daughter, in Houston with us for 
a month as part of her Physician Assistant 
School. She will be back in Long Island this 
Friday for graduation ceremonies at Stony 
Brook. She has done a great job of super-
vising me this month, and will be an out-
standing Physician Assistant.”

10 Jul 10. Okay, deadline is today, and 
I’m already well beyond my word and pho-
to limit. Hang in there, one and all. Stay in 
touch, stay healthy, and BEAT NAVY!

—Freed

1968
DAVE GERARD
8822 Harbor Circle
Terrell, NC 28682
828 478-9813
gerardd@charter.net
www.west-point.org/class/usma1968
Subscribers:

In early April, John & Gayle Frinak had 
the pleasure of seeing West Point from a 
splendid spot (across the Hudson at the 
Plumbush Inn in Cold Spring) during the 
wedding of their daughter Beth to MAJ 
Alex Mentis ’97. Beth is a Researcher in 
the Network Science Center and Alex is on 
the Department of Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science faculty. See John’s 1967—Classmates after taking over the MS Westendamm on the class cruise.

1967—Classmates and family members gathered for the memorial service and paver dedication ceremony at the National Infantry Museum, 7 June.

1967—Classmates gathered in Houston: Wimert, Nahas, Parr, Ash-
ley Donnell, and Pais.

1967—Mike Hood addressing the Vietnam-
ese-American community in Houston on 
Memorial Day.
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memorial article for Johnnie Miller in the 
most recent TAPS.

On 12 April, Dick Flynn was laid to rest 
in the West Point Cemetery with full mili-
tary honors. Company mates Dave Ford, 
Joe Durkan, Dale Hansen, Jeff House, 
Dick Steiner, and Steve Donohue’s bride, 
Pat, were present. Also present were John 
Calabro and Dutch Hostler, representing 
WPAOG and the class, and Tom Margrave, 
who led the attendees in a brief prayer. “The 
Flynner,” as he was known 
by his classmates in B-2 and 
D-2, served his country for 
25 years, retiring in 1992. 
Always a scholar and a ro-
mantic, he then turned his 
attention to teaching high 
school Latin, Poetry, and 
English Literature in Acush-
net, MA, for the next 18 
years. Everyone who knew 
him as a cadet loved his 
stories and unique sense of 
humor. He could bring light 
to the darkest and bleakest of 
West Point winter nights and 
will be missed.

It wasn’t easy for Ross 
Irvin to gather classmates 
for a picture and snippets of 
info during the North Texas 
Founders Day celebration 
because they were seated at 
different tables across the 
room from each other. The 
Vintons have lived in the 
Dallas area for about three 
decades while Ray practiced 
law and Liz honed her nurs-
ing skills. They must have 
had enough fun at our last 
reunion to try a Founders 
Day. Fred & Sally Shahid 
moved from Georgia to the 
Dallas area about two years 
ago to be closer to Sally’s 
family. Ross also sent a pic-
ture of Phil & Linda Sam-
uel with Ross Perot—don’t 
know how a Navy grad got 
invited…

While Dave & Irene Drummond are 
our Ft. Leavenworth Founders Day class 
stalwarts, other classmates drift in and 
out. This year, the FD theme seemed to 
be “slumber party” and Steve & Mary 
Frushour made the trek in from NW 
Iowa. Dave still is riding to the hounds; 
Steve still is doing his Orthopaetics thing; 
and Mary is a new Buena Vista Univ Phi-
losophy grad.

Bob Shaw reports that life in Louisi-
ana continues to have something going on; 
however, most folks down there would like 
to do without some of it. The local Found-
ers Day was held at a plantation between 
New Orleans and Baton Rouge—beyond 
high water and oil.

Bub Younts checked in on Steve Mar-
cuccilli via internet and reports that Steve 
will be back in playing shape—in time. 
When not vowing to seriously consider 
retirement, Bub & Angela are doing the 
grandparent thing. Grandbaby #3 (boy 
#2) was born last year to their son & his 
bride (their third) and grandbaby #4 (boy 
#3) was born to their oldest daughter & her 
husband this spring. Since that was their 
daughter’s first, “Nona” went to help them 
out. Bub went out over a long weekend to 
introduce himself to his new grandson—
who immediately started crying…  To top 
off the family adventure, their youngest 
daughter got married this summer—so in 
an eleven-month span they have had two 
grandbabies and a wedding.

John Keane says Ed Thal had hip re-
placement surgery in June and is doing 
fine. John & Anne Marie, along with Glen 
Hewitt, attended the 8th Annual Memo-
rial Day Ceremony in Alexandria honor-
ing posthumous Medal of Honor recipient 
and Ranger Hall of Fame inductee Rocky 
Versace ’59, Henry Spengler, the 65 other 
Alexandrians who died during the Vietnam 
War, and all those in uniform who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice. Hank’s widow Bette was 
there with her husband, Mike Meuleners 
’70, daughter, and two granddaughters. 

While they didn’t place in the mon-
ey, Chuck Giasson, Joe Guignion, Fred 
Hoblit, and Ralph Tuccillo proved that 
four classmates from three regiments could 
come together, put on a respectable show 
(10 under par = 5th place), and have some 
fun at the 2010 Black, Gray, and Gold 
Golf Tournament at Andrews AFB. Don’t 
be surprised if they all charged the time 
to their companies as “Dimpled Spheroid 
Follow-on Test and Evaluation.”

Last May, the F-2 Zoo also used golf as a 
subterfuge to get together and gross out their 
brides. Dwight & Donna Lee hosted the 
gathering at their home at Pawley’s Island, 
SC. The tourney included three days of 

1968—Gayle & John Frinak, Alex & Beth Mentis, Pastor Con-
kling, and Carol (Alex’s mother) at a wonderful wedding away 
from West Point.

1968—Phil & Linda Samuel, Liz & Ray Vinton, Margaret & Ross Irvin, Mike Cerrone and his dad, 
and Sally & Fred Shahid at the 2010 North Texas Founders Day.

1968—Vic Farrugia & Catherine Cooper, Dan Adams, and Bob 
& Maureen Shaw at the 2010 Southern Louisiana Founders Day.

1968—Irene & Dave Drummond with Mary 
& Steve Frushour at the 2010 Ft. Leaven-
worth Founders Day.

1968—Hank & Bette’s daughter and granddaughters with 
Bette & Mike Meuleners, John Keane, and Glen Hewitt at the 
Alexandria, VA, Memorial Day Ceremony.
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golf, visits to local points of interest, beach, 
shopping, cocktail parties, and dinners. In 
an effort to refine the gathering, Pawley’s 
Island neighbor and classmate, John Mac-
Donald and his bride Jane, attended the 
initial cocktail party. They also invited a 
class of ’70 golfing buddy who claimed to 
have Ed Mendoza, Jim Jennings, Andy Sil-
verthorn, and Bob Merritt as Beast Squad 
and Assistant Squad Leaders, and supplies 
daily internet humor, erotica, and political 
commentary to a large faction of our class. 
While only three Zoo wives (four, includ-
ing Donna) were brave enough to attend, 
that was enough to keep Tom Beierschmitt 
under control. Attendees: Charlie & 
Deane Beckwith, Stan Burwell, Tom Bei-
erschmitt, Dave Clemm, Terry & Laura 
Holland, Dwight & Donna Lee, Chuck 
& Jamie Mahan, and Ed Mendoza. Jim 
& Lucille Swinney cancelled due to illness 
but swore that they’ll be at the next one for 
sure. Charlie Beckwith nominated Dave & 
Jean Clemm to host the next mini-reunion 
at their home and condo in Panama City 
overlooking pristine beaches inhabited by 
Spring Break coeds and an occasional tar 

ball. Dwight also reports Rich & Lyndor-
cas Carlsen have abandoned the joys of the 
Washington, DC, beltway and moved to 
the Myrtle Beach, SC, area.

Sadly, we are one less, again. “Bullet 
Bob” Henderson died peacefully on the 
morning of 15 Jul 10 in Salt Lake City of a 
horribly painful and debilitating disease—
surrounded by those he loved and who 
loved him.

Thanks to you, I’m over word and pic-
ture allocation prior to running out of news. 
Thank you for keeping us current and I 
deeply apologize for not being able to report 
more. I know that you have more summer 
adventures to share—please do—we’ll find 
a way to get the word out because YOU’RE 
ALL WE’VE GOT. 

—Dave

1969
MR. ROBERT M. KIMMITT
2419 North Fillmore St.
Arlington, VA 22207-4930
703 525-6863 (H)
202 663-6250 (W)
Kimmitt69@aol.com
www.west-point.org/class/usma1969
Subscribers:

This column is being written on 10 July, 
covering news received since 7 April. My 
next deadline is 10 January 2011 for the 
April–June 2011 issue of ASSEMBLY.

We start this time with sad news. Mike 
Snell passed away on 11 May 10 and was 
to be interred at Arlington Cemetery on 19 
August. Melissa can be reached at 10561 

Poagues Battery Drive, Bristow, 
VA 20136-1339. Mike and I were 
regiments apart at West Point but 
were AOT “3rd Lieutenants” to-
gether in the 3rd ID in 1968 in 
Germany. And Pat Barszcz died 
on 18 Jun 10 after an eleven-year 
battle with breast cancer. Mike 
can be reached at <mikebz@local-
net.com>. Pat, a member of the St. 
Vincent’s nursing class of 1968, is 
remembered by many of us as one 
of the original “drags” at school. I 
know the class joins me in extend-
ing condolences and prayers to 
both families.

This sad news reminds me to 
thank those who prepared superla-
tive memorial articles for Bill Illing-
worth and Luigi Rose in the Spring/
Summer 2010 issue of TAPS. And 
thanks to those helping to memori-
alize other deceased friends.

1968—Bob & Ruth Mason, Chuck & Katy Ve-
hlow, and Mike ’70 & Bette (Spengler) Meule-
ners in Scottsdale, AZ.

1968—Stan Burwell, Ed Mendoza, Tom Beierschmitt, 
Dwight Lee, Chuck Mahan, Terry Holland, Charlie 
Beckwith, and Dave Clemm at Pawley’s Island last May.

1968—Chuck Giasson, Joe Guignion, Fred Hoblit, and 
Ralph Tuccillo wearing shorts during duty hours.

The major class gathering this quarter was 
the large number of classmates and wives who 
joined Holly & me and our family at the 2010 
Distinguished Graduate Award Ceremony. It 
was an honor to be nominated by the class for 
this award, and I accepted it both in my personal 
capacity and also as a representative of our great 
group. Not even a rainy day kept us from having 
a wonderful time together (you know you’re an 
old grad when you are praying for sun!). In at-
tendance were Steve Allaire, Mike Allen, Terry 
& Chuck Anstrom, Steve Bosshard, Bob 
Brigham, Joan & K.C. Brown, Bill Burke, 
Carol & Rick Cappiello, Mike Colacicco, 
Dan Cox, Karla Wagner & Dave Dalum, Jo 
Ann & Bob De Clercq, Hugh Donohue, Pete 
Drower, Doug Fitzgerald, Linda & Jim Foss, 
Bill Foster, Kristen & Doug Freeley, Sandy 
& Jodie Glore, Jack Guernsey, Bob Haines, 
Mike Healy, Corinne & Dave Hofstetter, Jim 
Johnson, Linda & Ken Johnson, Mark Kan-
nenberg, Gloria & Bob Kuhn; Sharon & Mi-
chael Landrum; Margot & Fritz Lash (with 
son Ned ’10); Dan Lee, Peggy & Jim Love, 
Brian Owens, Mike McGovern, Kappy & 
Geoff Prosch, Sherri & Ed Quinn, Suzanne 
Rice (with son Christopher ’10 and daughters 
Lesley and Meredith); Barry Robella, Colleen 
& Dale Smith, Greg Smith, Michael Steele, 
Larry Swesey, Shirley & Dan Tigges, Bill 
Ward, and Marie & Bob Yaap.

In addition to numerous emails, I also 
received letters from Wendy & John Great-
house in University Park, MD; Margaret & 
John Champagne in Bethesda, MD; Linda 
& Ken Johnson in McLean, VA; Linda & 
Greg Nosal in Centreville, VA; Mickie & 
Mike Krzyzewski in Durham, NC; Anne 
& Jay Haney in Marietta, GA; Mary & 
Bill Bahr in Bloomingdale, IL; Maryalice 
& Jim Blake in Milwaukee, WI; Joanne & 
Tony Guerrerio in St. Louis, MO; Marianne 

1969—Spring luncheon: McGovern, Murphy, 
Foster, Love, St. Onge, and Cox.

1969—Spring luncheon: Coyle, Quinn, 
Haines, Greathouse, Foss, and Wallestad.
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all continue 
to fail miser-
ably in the 
gift depart-
ment. Until 
next time, 
and as al-
ways, BEAT 
NAVY!

—Freed

1968
DAVE GERARD
8822 Harbor Circle
Terrell, NC 28682
828 478-9813
gerardd@charter.net
www.west-point.org/class/usma1968

While many of us are finding more family 
and personal projects in retirement, Jerry 
Crawford still is hard at it as the CIO of the 
Veterans Administration hospital in Au-
gusta, GA. He also is working on his next 
career in hospital administration as he often 
gets to further serve our veterans as the Act-
ing Assistant Director. Last June, Jerry was 
in Washington, DC, as part of a Veterans 

1967—Bill & Millie Freccia with the grandkids, 
Christmas 2010.

1967—Jack & Judy Wood with the rest of 
their clan.

1967—Jim & Suzanne Saine 
with their tribe of grandkids.

Administration program for executive de-
velopment, and had the unique opportu-
nity to participate in a wreath ceremony at 
Arlington National Cemetery.

Last summer, Allan Crecelius shared 
the news of the marriage of one of his & 
Sandy’s four daughters. He reported that 
the wedding and pre/post parties were great 
and so arduous (included a continuing 
cramp in his check-writing hand) that Al-
lan & Sandy had to go to Sedona, AZ, for 
a week to recover. It just goes to show that 
we never really grow up—we only learn 
how to act in public. A month later, Allan 
& Sandy hosted Ed & Beverly Hammond 
for a dinner in San Diego while the Ham-
monds were visiting from Boston. You may 
recall that Al and Ed were the 1967 intra-
murder doubles tennis champs. Ed still is 
participating in engineering adventures 
with DMJM Harris at San Diego, Dal-
las, Newark, and LaGuardia airports while 
Beverly tutors dyslexic kids with their read-
ing. They spend whatever time they can in 
the Jackson, NH, area for hiking, tennis, 
golf, and skiing.

Farther west, Gary & Patti Halstead 
frequented Jackson Hole, WY, for skiing. 
In fact, last year they skied at Steamboat 
Springs with Steve & Sherry Harper 
and Don & Louanne Johnson, Vail and 
Beaver Creek with Gary’s Ranger Buddy, 
Robby Robinson, and Sun Valley, Park 
City, Alta, and Copper Mountain on their 
own. During a non-snow skiing adven-
ture, the Halsteads met up with Chuck & 
Katy Vehlow at the Vehlow’s lake house in 
Pewaukee, WI, for water skiing, golf, and 
enjoying each other’s company. When not 
skiing, they are chasing grandkids and 
checking off bucket list events, like a Cubs 

game at Wrigley Field and another Notre 
Dame game at the new Yankee Stadium.

When not lounging by or sailing 
around the Sea of Cortez or Zionville, IN, 
Bill & Cheryl Jefferies also did some ski-
ing at Park City and Deer Valley. Yankee 
Stadium also was a 
bucket list check-off. 
I just finished Bill’s 
Concord and feel se-
cure that he didn’t re-
ceive any holiday cards 
or Executive Strategies 
International business 
from the White House 
recently.

At the Army–SMU 
WP Society bowl 
game party in Char-
lotte, Tony Mathews 
mentioned that Park 
City also is a favorite 
ski destination for him & Ginger. Tony 
lives in Charlotte, still is with Areva do-
ing special projects overseas (since nucle-
ar engineering has gone the way of Latin 

and Pac-Man in 
the U.S.), and 
plans to punch 
out next summer. 
He brought the 
good news that 
D-3 company 
mates stay close 
and monitor Sam 
Brooks’ continued 
recovery.

Army games are great places for class-
mates to gather. Jim Orahood dropped 
a note that he saw Jeff Rogers, Steve Ny-
quist, Bart McClellan, Carl Woessner, 

1968—Allan Crecelius, Sandy Comrie, with Bev & Ed Hammond in 
San Diego.

1968—SMU Bowl gathering: Ross & Margaret Irvin, Shirley & Ed Nelson, Tom Beierschmitt, 
Liz & Ray Vinton, and Jack Reed. (Missed picture formation: Jim Furr, Bill Brown, and Al & 
Grace Catron.

1 9 6 8 — To n y 
Mathews at the 
A r m y – S M U 
Bowl Game WP-
Society party in 
Charlotte, NC.

1968—Bart McClellan , Jim Orahood, and Carl 
Woessner at the EMU victory in Michigan.
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and Tom Beierschmitt at 
the Army–EMU victory in 
Michigan. Naturally, Tom 
ran the tailgate for a couple 
of hundred and was awarded 
the “beer and hamburger” 
award by the Supe. As usu-
al, Tom & Mary also were 
at the Army–Navy game, 
along with (at least) Tony & 
Linda Ambrose, Bob Balog, 
John Cullen, Dutch & Megan 
Hostler, Dale & Joyce Hansen, 
Dave Martin, Ray Puffer, and 
Mike Romash.

About the only place Tom 
Beierschmitt didn’t get to last 
year was the 2nd annual F-2 
mini-reunion weekend hosted by 
Dwight & Donna Lee at Paw-
leys Island, SC. This time, Jim 
& Lucille Swinney were healthy 
enough to join Dave & Jean 
Clemm and Ed Mendoza for 
the event. Dwight is easing into 
retirement by playing golf four times per 
week and belonging to two golf/country 
clubs—pretty much the same pace he kept 
when he was drawing a pay check.

About two years ago, Larry & Elaine 
Manning moved from Tyler, TX, Larry’s 
hometown, to live just down the way from 
Dwight & Donna at Sun City Hilton 
Head, SC. Like Tom & Susan Burnette, 
Larry & Elaine moved to the area to be 
nearer family in Savannah. Last year, Lar-
ry’s nephrologist found a malignant 4x4x4 
cm tumor in his right kidney. Due to an 
inop other kidney, he went to the Cleveland 

1968—Zoo mini-reunion with Ed Mendoza, 
Lucile & Jim Swinney, Dave & Jean Clemm, 
and Donna & Dwight Lee in Pawleys Island.

1968—Bob Balog and John 
Cullen at the Army–Navy 
Game.

1968—Ray Puff-
er at the Army-
Navy Game.

Clinic, where they removed 
the tumor and left him with 
75% of the kidney. He’s 
back to almost full speed 
now—teaching computer 
science classes at Technical 
College of the Low Country 
and the Univ of South Caro-
lina, Beaufort.

Ted & Dariel Trauner 
spend eight months a year in 

Florida—around the corner from 
Tiger Woods. Ted has developed 
a fondness for the media similar 
to what we hold for Navy. They 
summer at Steamboat Springs, 
CO. While he says he’s still work-
ing at Trauner Consulting Ser-
vices, he admits that he’s working 
harder at his golf game as therapy 
after double hip replacement. Ted 
and Rand Allen touched base at 
the last reunion and promised 
they’d get together for golf. Now, 
Ted and Rand play at Rand’s 

course in West Palm and Ted’s in Winder-
mere when they’re in Florida. Last summer, 
Rand & Leeda went to Steamboat Springs 
to visit Ted & Dariel, and they played in 

Ted’s club’s Mem-
ber Guest golf tour-
nament.

While searching 
for some support for 
a wounded warrior 
and his family, John 
Wing asked an in-
sightful question: 
“Is our class doing 
enough to feel okay 

about ourselves?” In light of our ongoing 
Endowment of a scholarship for offspring 
of grads KIA, proposed, primed, and being 
coordinated by Craig & Susan Carson, I’d 
say we have an excellent vehicle to help us 
be known as a class that made a difference. 
Most of you know that, between Memo-
rial Day and Veterans Day, 120 classmates 
established the minimum baseline for 
the endowment/
scholarship. Others 
have come forward 
with individual and 
matching fund con-
tributions. Andy & 
Betty Shaffer got 
their West Point 
Parents Club to 
contribute, but we 
have a long way to 
go to make this a 
meaningful scholar-
ship and a true class 
project. During the 

1968—’68 North Texas contingent: Ed Nelson, Linda & Philip Samuel, 
Shirley Nelson, and Ross & Margaret Irvin at the Cool River Café 
Army-Navy party.

last couple of years, we have had stark evi-
dence that we don’t have a lot of time left 
to make that difference because YOU’RE 
ALL WE’VE GOT.

—Dave

1969
MR. ROBERT M. KIMMITT
2419 North Fillmore St.
Arlington, VA 22207-4930
703 525-6863 (H)
202 663-6250 (W)
Kimmitt69@aol.com
www.west-point.org/class/usma1969

This column is being written on 10 Jan 11, 
covering news received since 12 Oct 10. My 
next deadline is 10 April for the July-Sep-
tember issue of ASSEMBLY. The WPAOG 
is planning to transition Class Notes to ap-
pear on-line, and I look forward to continu-
ing to report your news and photos under 
the new system.

We begin this time with the sad news of 
the death of Ken Hughes on 1 Jan 11 in In-
dianapolis. He is survived by his daughter, 
Carrie Schlichter. And, after a long illness, 
Nan Pogany died on 20 Nov 10 in Ohio. I 
know I speak for the entire class in express-
ing sincerest condolences to both families.

Nan & Dennis were high school sweet-
hearts who dated all through West Point 
and married soon thereafter. Nan was well 
known, especially to those in C-1, and the 
company banded together to contribute a 
paver in Nan’s name in the class area at the 
WPAOG, with the remainder donated to 
Army football. A good group of company 
mates also encouraged Dennis to attend 
the Army–SMU Bowl game in Dallas and 
joined him there. In attendance at the game 
and, for many, after the big win at a nice 
party hosted by Karen & Gary Cantrell, 
were Dan Balough, John Bolger, Jed 
Cantlay, Bill Gagnaire, Jodie Glore, Lynn 

1969—Armed Forces Bowl in Dallas: Bolger, Smiths, Remmel, Sebe-
ses, Pogany, Holdens, Balough, and Cantrells.
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honored as the Atlanta West Point Society’s 
Graduate of the Year. Well done, Jimmy. 
Pop it up and make sandwiches; take big 
bites. Grow some hair.

30 Mar 11. As the Founders Day season 
draws to a close, I’ve received several photos of 
classmates strutting their stuff at celebrations 
of our Rock Bound Highland Home around 
the country. Here are a few of them.

2 Apr 11. Okay, time for some Ball & 
Chain News. John Kuspa tied the Gord-

ian Knot of 
matrimonial 
bliss today 
with Maija 
Jussila in 
Fairfax, VA. 
Congratula-
tions to the 
bride and 
groom; won-
der if they’ll 
try to outdo 
Dave Hale 
by producing 

the youngest progeny in the class? Hope-
fully someone will send me some photos of 
all the classmate debauchery at the wedding 
for a future Pooper Scooper, but that’s asking 
a lot, especially from the DC crowd.

9 Apr 11. High Roller Roll Call honors, 
part three: Today our own Rich Adams, au-
thor and Civil War historian par excellence, 
will be one of the featured speakers at the Na-

tional Infantry Museum’s first 
annual symposium, which is fo-
cused on the 150th anniversary 
of the Civil War. He’s also been 
scheduled to talk about his book 
at the 14 June “Book Forum” at 
the Army–Navy Club at Far-
rugut Square in Washington, 
DC. These are exciting times for 
Rich. Hell, with all this running 
around hawking his book he’ll 
never find time to learn how to 
fly fish worth a hoot.

10 Apr 11. Okay sports fans, my dead-
line is tomorrow for the very last printed 
version of this literary road kill and litter 
box liner. In observance of this momentous, 
though not necessarily positive, event, I am 
going to do something I think I have only 
done once before in the 32 years and 170 
times I have barfed up this swill: I’m go-
ing to turn it in on time. It’s been mostly 
a fun ride; I have no idea yet what the fu-
ture holds for Class Notes, other than that 
they will be available online. I don’t know 
the frequency or the format yet, but it prob-
ably doesn’t matter, since there are only 
about ten of you who still subscribe anyway 
(which is why the magazine is going away). 
And, of course, we have the Pooper Scooper.

Stay well, start getting in shape for the 
45th Reunion next April—it’s almost too 
late to start your diets, but you can start 
increasing your alcohol tolerance level 
now. Keep our magnificent Troops in your 
thoughts and prayers; they are truly Unsur-
passed. And, as always, Beat Navy!

—Freed

1967—Bride and groom 
John & Maija Kuspa.
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DAVE GERARD
8822 Harbor Circle
Terrell, NC 28682
828 478-9813
gerardd@charter.net
www.west-point.org/class/usma1968

Last summer, Nellie & Ann Laughton vis-
ited Ann’s family in Minnesota while Tom 
& Sylvia Stites come from their home in 
Vienna to “summer” in the Detroit Lakes re-
gion of Minnesota. Both couples coordinated 
transportation to gather at Steve & Mary 
Frushour’s home in Storm Lake, IA, over 
the 4th of July to see a small town Indepen-
dence Day parade and enable some adult 
beverages to fuel some good stories. It had 
been 42 years since Nellie, Tom, and Steve 
had laid eyes on each other at one time. Lat-
er in the fall, Nellie & Ann took a space-A 
adventure to Germany and the Czech Re-
public. Tom & Sylvia joined them in Gar-
misch, and they took the train to Munich 
for Oktoberfest to ensure that the beer and 
schnitzel still are good.

Claude & Tina Johnson attended a D-3 
mini-reunion last November in Louisville 
hosted by Nick & Val Nahorniak. They 
were anxious to get together, as Sam & Di-
ane Brooks were there for the weekend as 
well. Sam is doing really well and getting vis-
ibly stronger each day. Among the attendees 
was Hank Gregor, who still is practicing his 
OB/GYN craft throughout the U.S., but of 
little assistance to Sam if medical attention 
was needed. Since the “ponies” were running 
at Churchill Downs, Nick had a race named 
the “West Point 1968 Co D-3 Classic,” 

1967—Ashley, Alton & Carolyn Donnell, and Joan & Tom 
Parr at the Houston Founders Day.

1967—Regina & Bill Groman and Pete Hanelt 
at the SF Bay Area Founders Day.

1967—George Dials, Mac McMillan, and Bob 
Unterbrink at the Lexington, KY, Founders Day.

1968—4th of July in Iowa: Nellie Laughton, 
Steve Frushour, and Tom Stites.

1968—D-3 at Churchill Downs: Rick Rhoades, Derek Hasty ’95, Nick Nahorniak, Sam Brooks, 
JB Broemmel ’95, Chuck Giasson, Hank Gregor, Mike Soice, Claude Johnson, Mike Dauth, 
Myles Crowe, Rich Cliff, and Bob Shaw.
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Gwhich got the attention of other (younger) 
grads who elected to hang with the folks who 
really knew how to party.

Charlie & Janet Lieb, along with three 
kids, one daughter-in-law, and one girl-
friend, left the sub zero of Wisconsin in 
February to attend the Super Bowl in al-
most snowed-in Dallas. Since Charlie is 
a member of the Packers Board, they had 
50-yardline seats, attended the after party 
with the team and families to see Kid Rock 
perform for two hours, and now he quali-
fies for a Super Bowl ring. They also met 
up with John & Resa Wing for a bite to eat 
before the game. Seeing no compelling rea-
son to return to Green Bay in February, the 
Liebs went on to Naples, FL, after the game 
to hook up with some of Charlie’s Vietnam 
buddies but returned way prior to many of 
the state’s elected representatives.

John & Margie Hedley and Ray & 
Mary Jane Rhodes watched the Super Bowl 
on an outdoor jumbo TV on a Princess 
Cruise ship touring the Hawaiian Islands. 
After many trips to Hawaii, the Hedleys and 
Rhodeses really went “native” this time, with 
John and Ray buying ukuleles and taking 
lessons. Since Margie and Mary Jane already 
had the right sized hips, they didn’t need to 
buy anything for hula lessons.

About the same time—and possibly for 
the same climate reasons, since they live 
in Connecticut—Dutch & Megan Hos-
tler took a swing across the southwestern 
U.S.A. Their itinerary included visiting 
Peter & Barbara Wallace in Tampa, tak-
ing in the Alamo and a rodeo with Dick 
& Kathy Shipley in San Antonio, and see-

ing Jim & Julia Bodenhamer in Houston. 
They also saw Bob & Carol Shimp at a 
WPAOG function for WP Society lead-
ers in Houston. The Shimps sent the most 
intriguing holiday letter for 2010 because I 
couldn’t understand what all they did, but 
it had some great catch words and phras-
es—Dallas, Argentina growing malbec, 
Egypt and Jordan, Dead Sea swim, Prague, 
Danube, Budapest, Savannah, Turkey, hot 
air balloon ride, Whirling Dervish, and 
Oklahoma City. Either they had a busy 
year or took a speed reading course using 
National Geographic as a text. From Texas, 
Dutch &Megan traveled to Arizona for a 
week and connected for dinner with Pres 
& Clemm Miller, Chuck & Katie Vehlow, 
and Mark & Dianne Hansen. A round of 
golf was included with Pres and Chuck, as 
well as an excursion to Sedona to reconnect 
with James & Linda Muir. After all that 
fun, they returned to the realities of win-
ter in the Northeast where there was more 
snow for Dutch to shovel just to find his car.

While Elwood Cobey has retired his 
medical shingle, he & Mary Lou still man-
age to enhance their community, and their 
tribe continues to grow. The Cobeys are now 
busying themselves with daughter Marga-

1968—Janet & Charlie Lieb and Resa & John 
Wing at the Super Bowl in Dallas.

1968—Ray Rhodes and John Hedley at the 
Hale Koa.

ret’s wedding this fall and another gala re-
ception at the DC Press Club. Similarly, Jim 
Carman announced the arrival of his and 
Kaew’s sixth grandson and eleventh grand-
child, just two days before Valentine’s Day.

C h r i s 
Ohlinger let 
us all know 
that Christ-
mas came 
early to the 
O h l i n g e r 
hou s e h o l d 
in 2010—
which is 
saying some-
thing since 
Chris’ birthday is on Christmas. Santa’s 
visit came in mid-December in the form 
of son Mack’s appointments to West Point 
and Annapolis. Despite the fact that he al-
ready holds the record for being the only 
high school visitor to West Point to be 
placed on the area after a “tag-along with 

a cadet” tour of the Academy, Mack wisely 
picked Army! Upon hearing the news, Steve 
Winsor reflected that West Point ought 
to admit an Ohlinger no more than every 
40 or 50 years. Last summer, Chris took 

Mack and a friend to Spain so 
they (Mack and friend—Chris 
watched) could run with the 
bulls. What a pick-up line! It’s 
going to be tough on Chris to 
lose his playmate.

After enduring four years 
of agony and expense rather 
than say it had made a horrible 
mistake in accusing Harrison 
Jack of conspiring to help over-
throw the current government 
of Laos, when he was, in fact 
remaining loyal to an Ameri-
can ally who had protected 
and fought for freedom beside 
Americans in Southeast Asia, 
our Department of Justice 
stated, “under the totality of 
circumstances, it is not in the 

1968—Hostler Reception for their sons at WPAOG HQ: Dutch & Megan Hostler, John & 
Margie Hedley, John & Angie Calabro, Tony Dodson & Charlie Murphy, Pres & Clemm Miller, 
Dick & Kathy Shipley, Orca & Barbara Gerard, and Dale & Joyce Hansen.

1968—Mack & Chris Oh-
linger at Christmas.

1968—The Cobey clan: Clockwise: Dawson, Sally, Mary 
& Margaret Granades, Margaret Cobey & Matt Sonduck, 
Alex & Whitney Cobey, Mags & Matt, Brian, and Eve-Lyn 
Turmail, Ellwood & Mary Lou Cobey, Lily & George Tur-
mail, and baby Margaret—more next year.
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government’s interest to continue this pros-
ecution.” We may know that as “quibbling.” 
I’ll get the word out as soon as I know how 
we can contribute to Flip’s defense fund.

Since this will be the last set of Class 
Notes in printed form, I sincerely hope that 
you will migrate with us to the WPAOG 
Class Notes online, where we’ll enjoy more 
space for more news and pictures presented 
in a timelier manner. With only about a 
third of the class subscribing to ASSEM-
BLY, we need your help to get the word out 
to classmates, family, and friends about how 
to read notes—for free—online. Please 
don’t get lost or lose interest. Rather re-
double your info so we can share that much 
more because—and I may not get to say 
this again—YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.

—Dave

1969
MR. ROBERT M. KIMMITT
2419 North Fillmore St.
Arlington, VA 22207-4930
703 525-6863 (H)
202 663-6250 (W)
Kimmitt69@aol.com
www.west-point.org/class/usma1969

This is our 208th and final written AS-
SEMBLY column. Our first column ap-
peared in the fall of 1969, and we have had 
a column in every subsequent issue of AS-
SEMBLY. I say “our” and “we,” because it 
was you who provided the news that I as-
sembled into columns.

We entered the Academy on 1 Jul 65, two 
months after the 173rd Airborne Brigade 
became the first Army combat unit to enter 
Vietnam. We started with 1,126 classmates, 
graduated 800, and have lost 70 since gradu-
ation, including 18 in Vietnam. Our first post-
graduation death was Gerry Armstrong on 
31 Dec 69, and our most recent loss is Kent 
Crenshaw, who died on 3 Apr 11 in Savan-
nah, GA, while test-piloting a new Gulfstream 
jet. Linda Armstrong Browne, Gerry’s widow 
and other class widows and family members 
have been welcome participants in our recent 
activities, and we hope that Kent’s widow Ju-
dith, to whom we send sincerest condolences 
and prayers, will feel equally welcome.

This quarter we also lost Alex Zupsich on 
20 Jan 11 in Los Angeles and John Bowers 
on 31 Jan 11 in Terrace Park, OH. Class-
mates attending Alex’s funeral with his for-
mer wife Carolee, son Andrew, and daugh-
ters Gina and Mara were: Charlie Adkins, 
Bill Bahr, Jim Hillebrand, Paul Kessenich, 
Ed Lachey, and Tim Rucker. Together with 
Judy Bowers and family, Vic Smith attended 
the memorial service for John in Terrace 
Park; at his interment at Ft. Sam Houston 
were: Phil Brant, Chris Frandsen, Mari-
anne & Bob Ivany, Steve Lindell, Dennis 
Pogany, Ed Quinn, Debbie & Jim Reams, 
and Colleen & Dale Smith. Buried nearby 
at Ft. Sam Houston is George Bass, who 
also has a paver in his honor at the Infantry 
Museum at Ft. Benning, purchased by Rick 
Rowe ’71, for whom George was the “Man 
in the Red Sash.”

In the years ahead, we will continue 
to face illness and loss but also opportu-
nity and enjoyment. A striking example is 
the courageous way John Rountree is ap-
proaching his diagnosis with ALS, Lou 
Gehrig’s disease. While pursuing superb 
medical care, John also has embraced life 
with a passion. Siobhan & Bill Burke and 
Holly & I joined Dottie & John on a trip 
to Vietnam in February, the first visit by the 
ladies and the first trip back for John, Bill, 
and me. We toured our old sites in Dan-
ang, Hue, Phu Bai, Binh Dinh Province 
(Bong Son, Phu Cat, Qui Nhon), Saigon 
and Can Tho, and also got to Hanoi. You 
can find photos from the trip, done by Dot-
tie & John’s daughter Kimberly, at <vimeo.
com/21614548>. Our guide was Nguyen 
Quynh, whose father was an NVA soldier 
in the Central Highlands and later in one of 

the divisions that took Saigon. “The times, 
they are a-changin’.”

Class gatherings this quarter included 
the DC Gloom Period Happy Hour, or-
ganized by Pat Spann. In attendance were 
Beth & Bill Foster, Pete Heesch and 
daughter Kelly, Jim Love, Geoff & Kap-
py Prosch, Ed Quinn, Pat Spann & Pat 
Squires, and Dave Wallestad. There also 
was a cruise in March from San Diego to 
Capo San Lucas, organized by Kathie & Ed 
Mayer, who were joined by Lynne & Har-
ry Dolton, John & Maria Inselman, Can-
dice & Bill May, Sharon & Guy Nanney, 
and Bonnie & Wayne Renner. The next 
class mini-reunion is a cruise to the East-
ern Mediterranean and Holy Land on 29 
Oct–14 Nov 11. Please contact K.C. Brown 
for details (<brownkc@cox.net>). During 
4–9 Jun 12, Doug Fitzgerald, Mike Healy, 
and Tom Mastaglio are organizing a mini-
reunion in Ireland. Please contact Doug for 
details (<doug.fitzgerald@verizon.net>).

Holiday cards arrived from Paula & Bob 
Brigham in Wyomissing, PA; Marilyn & 
Barry Robella in Alexandria, VA; Pam & 
George Coan in Manassas, VA; Kathy & 
Michael Steele in Fredericksburg, VA; Jane 
& Steve Rhyne in Charlotte, NC; Betsy & 
Tom Garrett in Seabrook, SC; Marilyn & 
Steve Hammond in Tallahassee, FL; Laura 
& Arnie Haake in Bonita Springs, FL; and 
Mimi & Jack Nesbitt in San Diego.

First email was from Mike Healy, who 
took Walter Reed outpatients to the Balti-
more St. Patrick’s Day parade. While there, 
Mike saw John Legere of the York Pipe 

1969—Presidential Palace, Saigon: Burkes, Holly 
Kimmitt, Rountrees, and guide Nguyen Quynh.

1969—Founders Day, The Villages, FL: Valerie & Bill Friese, Sue & Tony Singer, and Robert and Bob Kimmitt.

1969—Mini-Reunion Cruise: Renners, Mays, 
Doltons, Inselmans, Nanneys, and Mayers.
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Old Business – Still Searching for a Classmate Named John 
Back in the spring, I received an email from Ed Carney (76) regarding a friend finding a 

copy of our initial class memoir, Both Sides of the Wall -- Reflections of the West Point Class of 
1968 in California and signed by (presumably) a classmate) named John.  Initially, I tried to 
contact each member of our class named John who I thought might be linked to the owner of the 
book.  No luck.  Then, I sent an the email to all classmates named John who I had email 
addresses for.  Again, no luck in finding who signed the book and who the owner might be.  
After that, I sent an APB out to the class, asking any classmate to help find the "John" wo penned 
the poignant note to his father so the book can be reunited to either John (our classmate), John's 
father, or an appropriate relative.  While you did a good job helping me research (Gordon Tillery 
was a standout) and offering advice (lots of “Dear Johns”), the book has gone unclaimed.  Before 
I tell Ed that (for whatever reason -- our "John" does not have an email address registered with 
AOG, John and his old room mates or company mates who know of John's family didn't make 
the connection, or the email got put in the "hold" file) we've come up dry, I'm asking again if 
anyone can help. 

Crecelius &Comrie Wind Down and Up Again 
It wasn’t until after 

the wedding hoopla last 
year that Allan Crecelius 
mentioned that, as further 
nuptial planning therapy, 
he and Sandy spent most 
of July in Europe – starting 
in Athens, cruising the 
Greek isles, Turkey, 
Montenegro, Croatia, left 
the ship in Venice, and 
drove to Milan and Lake 
Como. 

[Photo #1 – “The Crecelius-Comrie gang at Casey’s Wedding: Colleen, Sandy, Allan, Casey, 
Alicia, and Shannon”] 

Upon their return, Allan & Sandy set to work to host a B-3 Bandits reunion of fun, frolic, 
and food in San Diego in February.  Beside Allan & Sandy, attendees were Mike & Sue Toole, 
Marty & Barbara Bowling, Dan & Paulette Limbaugh, John & Clara Gonzalez, Steve & 

Sep 2011



Ellie Williams, Wally & Sue Magathan, and Craig O'Conner and his new BGFF Joannna 
(3-Ns) McLellan.  Allan had arranged a catered California beach picnic brunch for one of the 
days, but normal San Diego weather turned into back-East weather for 24 hours, and they had to 
move it to his house and back patio. But the weather did not deter the Bandits from enjoying each 
other's company and catching up on events in classmates' lives.  They did a dinner in San Diego's 
Gaslamp Quarter, a breakfast at a Del Mar beach restaurant, a trip to the museums/sights in 
Balboa Park, a BBQ cookout on Allan’s and Sandy’s patio, and a behind the scenes tour of the 

San Diego Zoo.  Dan Limbaugh patted a camel and it fell in 
love with him. Four large Mango Tarts were greedily 
consumed at two of the meals at their house, and Paulette 
Limbaugh went to the bakery that makes them and took one 
home on the plane with her!  
[Photo #2 – “Left to right; front to back the old guys and 
young ladies are: Allan Crecelius & Sandy Comrie, Wally & 
Sue Magathan. Paulette & Dan Limbaugh, Clara Gonzalez, 
Sue Toole, John Gonzalez, Barbara & Marty Bowling, Mike 
Toole, Ellie Williams, Craig O'Connor, Steve Williams and 
Joannna McLellan. 

Vini, Vidi. Veggie 
 A year later Dutch & Megan Hostler followed 
Allan’s and Sandy’s tracks to Italy, where they visited old 
friends in Tuscany and ventured to the south of France as the 
first official guest of Peter Wallace and his Barbara at their 
new old digs.  Peter &Barbara closed the deal on their home 

in France last May (when the Dollar-Euro rate was favorable) and began furnishing it and 
stocking the wine cellar.  Their new home is a renovated abbot abode built on a hillside adjacent 
to a church with bells (slightly higher in elevation than Peter's front door) that ring regularly.  
Since the Hostlers beat the dinning table to the house, they got to know the local restaurants 
pretty well.  Peter admits that a possible downside for guests is that the guest room is on the third 
floor and the guest bath is on the first floor.  Megan pronounced the stairs to be "no big deal" 
although every time she 
forgot something upstairs, 
Dutch went and got it. It’s 
ironic that the infirmities of 
age place a premium on a 
good memory.  
[Photo #3 – “Dutch & 
Megan Hostler with Barbara 
& Peter Wallace in the south 
of France”] 



 

Peter Wallace Harkens Back 
Earlier last spring, Peter & Barbara went out to Leavenworth to see son, Steve, and 

family. They hooked up with Dave & Irene Drummond who invited them to their house for 
lunch.  Peter reports that 
“House" understates it and lunch 
included some of the best beef 
they have ever had – which 
might not be saying much given 
that Peter & Barbara lived in 
London during the decade of the 
mad cow scare.  Dave took 
Peter’s oldest grandsons on a 
horseback ride, which made 
them want to move in.   
[Photo #4 – “Peter Wallace and 
Dave Drummond let a Navy 
grad separate them from Irene 
and Barbara] 

Steve is currently with the 82nd Div HQ G-3, deployed to Afghanistan, running the night 
shift monitoring current operations, while Larry Jordan, Jr. is running the day shift.  Larry 
Jordan, Sr. and Peter carpooled to Jump School when Nanette first confirmed the existence of 
Larry, Jr.  

Bob Lorbeer Weds Western Music Star Belinda Gail 
Last October 10 (10/10/10), Bob Lorbeer married Western music recording star, Belinda 

Gail at the J Bar J Cowboy Church in Ruidoso, NM.  The happy 
couple chose the date and then looked at Belinda’s schedule to 
see where she would be performing, which happened to be the 
Lincoln County Cowboy Symposium in Ruidoso.  Bob and 
Belinda reside in Sacramento, CA, where Bob’s law practice 
keeps him busy during the week, and most weekends finds him 
traveling with Belinda throughout the West for Belinda’s 
performances.  Bob continues to be involved with equestrian 
activities at local, state and national levels.  For the past 15 years, 
Bob has ridden in the Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade, 
with the Long Beach Mounted Police.  Bob judges horse shows 
throughout the US, and was recently elected to the US Equestrian 
Drill Team Hall of Fame.  In case you were wondering equestrian 
drill team is like Cadet Drill , only on horseback with 8 to 20 
other horses and riders, and you don’t want to walk where they 
perform. 

[Photo #5 – “Belinda Gail and Bob Lorbeer at the Alter in Ruidoso”] 



Classmates Get Messages to Slow Down 
Sometimes I wonder about the sanity of classmates.  After containing his health problems 

concerning his back with many surgeries, John Dallen tempted the great TAC in the sky by 
driving himself to the hospital while having a heart attack.  Talk about walking the area for 
eternity due to gross lack of judgment!  His quibble was that it was a “mild” heart attack.  The 
experience drove home the decision as to when to retire – motivated slightly by the additional 
fact that he neglected to negotiate the continuance of his position after the buy out of his firm.  
John reports that the terms of the buyout were pleasing – except for the non-compete portion of 
his severance.  In the mean time, John & Frances will continue to travel, cheer on children, and 
contemplate part-time work… 

Fred & Nancy Hoblit are a couple who believe in togetherness.  Since their Type II 
numbers remain within an “acceptable” range, they’ve both tried cataract lens replacement 
surgery resulting in ~20/25 eyesight in all eyes and no glasses. 

Jim Carman just sent word that his running days may be numbered since he had to have 
knee replacement surgery in August. 

Sailing as a Carry-over Sport 
Sam Wyman forwarded a Beat Navy spirit tape involving sailing that he, Jack Munson, 

and George Nippell made in Annapolis a while back.  He saw 
Jack & Bobbie at Jeanne Korda’s funeral and shared 
Thanksgiving with George and his new bride, Nancy.  The 
Wymans have moved to Greenville SC because he was part of a 
buyout of North American Rescue (tactical combat casualty care 
products).  Jack & Bobbi are coming to grips with retirement on 
the beach in Delaware with long walks, fresh seafood and veggies, 
and actually knowing their neighbors.  When they’re not bowling, 
or fawning over grand kids, Jack is baking and Bobbi is an active 
“Quilts for Valor” contributor. 
[Photo #6 – “Jack & Bobbi Munson at home in Delaware”] 

To illustrate sailing remains in his blood – and not much remains between his ears – Stott 
Carleton took one of his Labs on a winter sail from Maine to North Carolina to see how far 
south it was snowing.  His major discovery during the voyage was that a dust pan makes a great 
snow shovel and pooper scooper.  As the saner member of the team, Bobbie stayed home with 
the other Lab and immersed herself with grandkids, warmth, and less snow than Stott 
encountered. 

Another D3 Mini Reunion 
Tina Johnson was entrusted with getting the word out that D-3 had yet another mini reunion.  
Twelve classmates and brides met in Newport, RI for a few days in August to see what this 
sailing thing was all about.  Due to less than cooperative weather, no one was impressed.  So they 
drank, told stories and laughed a lot.  Attendees included Sam & Diane Brooks, Steve & 
Jeanne Caldwell, Rich & Julie Cliff, Myles & Christine Crowe; George & Cathy Fravel, 
Chuck & Phyllis Giasson, Claude & Tina Johnson, Rick & Mary Jane Rhoades, Art Sands, 
Bob & Maureen Shaw, Pat & Tricia Strong, and Bob & Jan Sweedock.  During the summer, 



the Johnsons have been vagabonds – still trying to find themselves in their new lives in Phase 2: 
post-retirement.  Whatever the roll, Tina says it beats pre-retirement because traveling with fun 

people are involved. 
[Photo #7 – “D3 in Newport. 

“The West Point Four” 
Jim & Pat Thome, Mike & Janean Hart, Jim & Kathy Kelley, and Bob & Ann Sweeney 
have become known as “The West Point Four” by many as these couples have traveled around 
the world over the last several years.  They got together last fall for their annual mini-reunion in 
Boston, MA.  They got around using the Beantown Trolley and the famous Boston “T” and they 
saw all the sites – historical and not.  They had lunch and drinks at Sam Malone’s “Cheers” and 
even took the boat cruise of Boston Harbor.  Amazingly, they did not get lost even once – guess 

all that map reading training paid off.  
The all agreed that Boston was a great 
city to visit – friendly people, fantastic 
food and drink – to share with great 
friends.  This fall, they’re off to San 
Diego. 
[Photo # 10 -- “Mike & Janean Hart, 
Jim & Pat Thome, Bob & Ann 
Sweeney, and Jim & Kathy Kelley on a 
windy day in Boston Harbor”] 



’68 Fields Two Foursomes in Annual DC Area Golf Tournament  
The class of 68 had two foursomes for the Black-Gold-Gray Golf Tournament at Ft 

Belvoir last May.  The team of Bob Beahm; Fred Hoblit, Bob Swedock and Jess Gatlin; won 
the internal Class of 1968 bet of $5.00 apiece from Ralph Tucillillo, Chuck Giasson, Gordon 
Zophy, and Joe Guignon.  Overall, our guys finished 3rd, but Fred Hoblit maintained that both 
teams could have been serious contenders if it had not been for the silly rule that people with flat 
stomachs were allowed to play.  Last year, Fred, whose handicap remains in the low double 
digits, had the second best Army Navy Country Club Win-Loss record in a Inter-Country Club 
league – again.  When not playing golf and cavorting with his bride of almost 26 years, Nancy, 
Fred is still working Unmanned Air Vehicle sensor projects at SAIC. 

[Photo #7 – “2011 
Black, Gold and Gray 
Golf Tourney 
Classmates Joe 
Gignon, Ralph 
Tucillillo, Fred Hoblit, 
Jess Gatlin, Chuck 
Giasson, Bob 
Swedock, Bob Beahm, 
and Gordon Zophy”] 

Five Classmates Participate in Glee Club Reunion 
Pat Jonas sent a picture of he and Dick McClelland, Jess Gatlin, Bruce Korda, and 

Steve Winsor at the the 2nd 
Glee Club Alumni Reunion.  
They had a good time 
singing in preparation for a 
concert with the USMA 
Band at Trophy Point at the 
end of July.  CD will be 
forthcoming. 
[Photo #8 – “Steve Winsor, 
Jess Gatlin, Bruce Korda, 
Pat Jonas and Dick 
McClelland at the Glee Club 

Reunion”] 

Johnny Johnston Retire Retires 
Last May, Johnny Johnston celebrated his second retirement - this time from Northrop 

Grumman.  He and Camille celebrated by spending the day doing what they normally do on a 
weekend and knowing that they can put off moving the plants on the patio until – whenever.  His 
next major project was to moving all of his contacts and information to a new i-Pad – which will 
include an email address for him.  Previously, he used Camille’s address, since she’s still 



working (does mental health work) and uses her computer.  Camille told Johnny that, as a man of 
leisure, he finally had to get his own account and address. 

But Others Have Retired Retired Retired 
John Cruden served in his second career as our country’s Justice Department 

environmental cop for three presidents, and retired last June.  Company and room mate Glen 
Hewitt was one of our classmates who attended and reported that he had never heard so many 
glowing comments from high ranking Government officials.  John's performance, 
professionalism, accomplishments, integrity, and character were described in such a manner – 
"the best environmental trial attorney to ever work in this department and probably the best ever 
in the United States."  Some specifics included receiving the President's Rank Award three times 
from three different Presidents, receiving the top ranking of the "best place to work in the entire 
U.S. Government" several times, his unprecedented work on the Gulf oil spill and the billion 
dollar fund that was created, and his establishment of a program that circumvented the stifling 
politics and set up a mechanism to clean up the Anacostia River.  While his accomplishments 
were mentioned, it was more about his character than achievements.  Glen further reported that 
John was his typical magnificent, yet humble and magnanimous self, thanking so many for their 
support.  He did, however, fail to tell the several hundred people who were there (including 
judges and generals of all sorts) that "all that he is and all that he every hoped to be, he owes to 
his First Detail Beast squad leader."  Despite being a bit busy with events in the Gulf of Mexico 
last summer, and being the class go-to guy for Joe Fowler’s Memorial Article, after an Alaskan 
cruise, John will continue to chair the American Bar Association’s Section of Environment, 

Energy, and Natural Resources and will stay busy 
participating in conferences throughout the US.  He & 
Sharon still have time for the community and their 
family – which is paramount to them and helps put 
everything into it proper perspective.   
[Photo #8 – “John & Sharon Cruden with grandkids 
Ryan, Lauren, Jonathan and Katelyn at a secret 
government retraining conference”] 

In July, Dave Ohle submitted his notification of 
intent to retire from Alion – which is big boy talk for 
taking some time off (probably at Casa Ohle where he 
can marvel at the gun collections provided by the DOJ 
and ATF of his neighbors) prior to pursuing other 
opportunities.   

At this stage of our lives, when many are winding down, Dale Hansen has taken on an 
entirely new and demanding direction.  After Signal and MI schools, retiring from the reserves, 
positions with Proctor & Gamble and eventually with ShipServ, Ltd., an e-commerce company 
serving the maritime industry (he is currently the Operations Manager for the Americas), and 
earning MBA and JD degrees, Dale has been preparing himself to transition into becoming a 
veterinarian technician.  This new direction may have come about when he and Joyce returned to 
NYC, after traveling with Charlie & Janet Lieb, Henry & Karen Riser, and Barbara & me to 
French Polynesia to find their pet cats had gotten sick and died.  He has passed nearly all 



program courses, including microbiology, veterinary nursing (the 
bear of the program), a 250 hour internship with the ASPCA, and 
a licensing exam.   
[Photo #9 – “Dale & Joyce Hansen in French Polynesia before 
Dale’s latest career move”] 

After Army and Corporate retirements, Chuck Jones 
struck out on his own as a with Army cleanup programs and has 
branched out to slow down as a FEMA consultant.  This summer, 
he was in Billings, MT sending dollars to local applicants for their 
flooding disasters.  His plan is to work three to four months a year 
with disaster recovery, hunt with classmates like Robby 

Robinson for an equal amount of time, and wind down at home or travel for the rest of the year. 

Paul Baerman Helps Vets Today By Writing About Yesterday  
Gary Halstead dropped a note to tell us that he and Paul Baerman have lunch on a 

regular basis at a biker bar in Colorado Springs.  Paul asked Gary to read his book, Big Al, 
Zombies, and the Man on the Moon, prior to publication.  The book is based on his experiences 
in Vietnam. Actually, if you read any of Paul’s submissions to our Both Sides of the Wall 
reflections book, you too got the inside track.  The book is different than your usual Vietnam tale 
of blood and guts.  It’s all the funny and even poignant things that happened to him or that he 
observed during his tour there with a postlogue of how he used the lessons learned later in his 
career.  Gary passed the book on to his son, Scott, the battalion commander for Infantry 
lieutenants at Fort Benning, and he agrees that it is a great, realistic and humorous book of life in 
the trenches and is especially good for junior officers and NCOs who are the real fighters on the 
ground.  Since the book review section of Assembly went the way of Assembly, Paul needs our 
help in getting out the word that it’s available (Lulu.com as well as Amazon and Barnes and 
Noble on-line – then search for the author, Vincent Paul Baerman, ), easy and enjoyable to read, 
and all proceeds go to the Wounded Warrior Project. 

Bob Brace Puts Study in Perspective and Lauds Bowman Book 
Pat Jonas (AKA USMA 68 Dr Synonymous in the blogesphere) circulated a medical 

study entitled, “Longitudinal study of sleep patterns of United States Military Academy Cadets” 
that concluded that cadets are sleep deprived.  DUH!  Now, Alvie Kimball has an excuse for 
rocking back in his chair and drooling in ES&GS class after a foot long chili dog lunch.  As 
usual, Bob Brace put the study in to unique perspective.  Bob, along with Bruce Brown highly 
recommend Steve Bowman’s son, Scott’ book honoring his dad – Victis Honor – available at 
amazon.com and http://www.publishamerica.net/product38498.html in print or on Kindle .  Scott 
not only covers his view of Steve's life, but also gives us a narrative of a brat's experience of 
growing up with a strong and successful father. 
 



John ONeal Honored by Nobel Institute and Receives Medal 
We received a real letter (i.e., snail mail) from John ONeal on The Norwegian Nobel 

Institute letterhead informing us that, for the second time, he is a Fellow.  John & Fran went to 
Norway for John to present a paper at the Institute’s annual symposium held on islands above the 
Arctic Circle so they could experience midnight sun.  John said that his presentation went well – 
taking into consideration that he was speaking to a group of historians – not all of whom were 
fluent in English – who are not familiar with the sort of statistical analyses that he does.  Maybe 
that’s why his medal of Alfred’s famous profile is chocolate covered with “gold” foil. After his 
presentation, he and Fran went hiking in the mountains between Oslo and Bergen and discovered 
that a half pint of beer runs between $10 and $15.  They also spent an evening at the home of Hal 
& Zehlia Wilhite overlooking the Oslo fjord.  Hal is a social anthropologist at the University of 
Oslo and is doing work on consumption patterns in developing countries.  Zehlia is from Algeria 
and speaks five languages.  Obviously, their three children are also multilingual.  

Northern Migration 
Jock Merriam reported that he and Malena had a nice 

visit from Pete Hanson and his friend Irmgard on their way 
north after their winter stay in Vero Beach, FL.  Pete & 
Irmgard drove down to Clearwater for the day and they all 
went to a place on the intracostal for lunch.  This may turn into 
a recurring event. 
[Photo # 11 – “Jock Merriam and Pete Hanson on the ICW in 
Florida”] 

Father Mike Provides Guidance on Memorial Day in North Texas 
Ross & Margaret Irvin attended a special Mass given by Father Mike Cerrone 

celebrating Memorial Day, the Feast of St. Joan of Arc, and the 30th anniversary of his 
ordination. After Mass the three climbed in one car to attend the Memorial Day Ceremony at the 
Dallas-Ft. Worth National Cemetery.  During the drive, and about 30 minutes prior to start of the 
ceremony, they realized that they had left the directions in the car they did not take.  Instead of 
going back for the directions, they decided to “improvise” by getting off at the wrong exit and 
wandering around back roads. Suddenly they saw a sign that said “Cemetery Remote Parking.” 
Although the parking lot held hundreds of cars, Fr. Mike miraculously found an open space that 
was just 3 cars away from the bus stop.  They walked up to the bus, which was getting ready to 
close its doors. When the driver saw Mike’s collar, he opened the door and said “I can take 3 
more.”  When the bus passed by the clogged entrance to the cemetery, they realized that they 
would never have made it in to the cemetery in time if they had followed the directions. They 
walked up to the platform just as the “Star Spangled Banner” was being sung and the jets flew 
over.  After the ceremony, they got in a long line for the bus.  As they reached the front of the 
line, the bus driver closed his door and prepared to leave; however, reopened the door and said, 
“I can take three more. . . . . .”  We all wonder if this would work at the mall at Christmas.   



Independence Day and Other Lofty Goals in Southern North Carolina 
It looks like John & Margie Hedley are making a tradition out of gathering A-1 buddies 

to celebrate lakeside and small town 4th of July.  Tom & Bonnie Barnes, Craig & Susan 
Carson, and Ray & Mary Jane Rhodes assembled at the Hedley compound as fast as our third 
world airline industry would allow around the 4th of July weekend.  John took the guys over to 
his latest project – Richard’s Coffee Shop – the most patriotic coffee shop in the world where all 
vets are welcome and welcomed home..  John is President and Chairman of the Board of 
Welcome Home Veterans and is working to raise money so its Living Military Museum at 
Richards can move to a more spacious site and help even more veterans.  On Saturday, Tom, 
Craig, and Ray mounted up in John’s M-151A1 golf cart and followed John on his Harley 
designed especially for patriotic events in a parade in a local town.  After that, it was gatherings 
by the waters of Lake Norman and the Hedley pool with sufficient quantities of food and adult 
beverages to lift depression caused by talk of politics and inspire serious talk about war Craig’s 
& Susan’s (and our) Scholarship Program for Offspring of USMA KIAs (which is gaining 
traction within USMA class is lagging within our own class).  These guys truly appreciate life as 

only those who have been in combat 
and cover each other’s sixes can do.   

If you have anything left after 
the stock market tanking, paying for 
gas, and upgrading an occasional cat 
food meal, think of our class’ worthy 
project.  We make a living by what we 
get, but we make a life by what we give.  
Photo #12 – “Craig Carson, John 
Hedley, Tom Barnes, and Ray Rhodes 
incognito at the Hedleys’ pool at Lake 

Norman”] 

Shaffers Peddle 150 Miles in Two Days for MS 
Although others have ridden and jogged to raise money for 

various good causes, In July, Andy & Betty Shaffer really went 
above and beyond by peddling 150 miles in two grueling days in 
Texas summer heat through territory that would normally be 
festooned with lush green cotton, but, this year looked like the 
surface of the moon with the goal of funding research for a cure to 
Multiple Sclerosis.  Obviously, this is not a fete to be taken lightly 
– especially at our age.  Many months of training were required in 
various weather conditions and on a range of terrain which 
included a volcano and a dirty tunnel on Maui.  During one of their 
workouts, Andy was attacked and bitten by what was thought to be 
a rabid coyote.  He asked Betty for a pencil and paper and began 
writing frantically.  Initially, Betty thought Andy was making out 
his will but she later discovered he was making a list of people he 
wanted to bite.   

[Photo #13 – “Betty & Andy Shaffer after two days of peddling in over 100° heat in hilly Texas” 



Millers Keep Pounding Away With Others 
Pres Miller sent a picture from the Tri for the 

Cure AZ, last March.  Diane Hansen and Clem were 3rd 
and 4th in their age group – only six seconds apart.  Both 
of the ladies finished their swim/bike/run with a big smile 
and request for some form of alcohol.  Mark Hansen and 
Pres cheered their brides on from   the sidelines.  
[Photo # 14 – “Mark & Diane Hansen and Clem & Press 
Miller at the Tri for the Cure AZ”[ 

In August – about the same time as the Class of 
2013 Plebe Marchback, Pres competed with Tom Volrath 
in the 22nd annual West Point Triathlon, where they had a 
great time racing in the pouring rain, and beating six other 
old guys (some not even using canes).  Overall, they placed 
in the upper half of all participants – whipping a lot of 
much younger grads.  Pres reflected that just being at Camp 
Buckner brought back many memories – but reported that 
it was more fun now when we can legally consume adult 
beverages.   
[Photo #15 – “Tom Volrath and Pres Miller celebrating 
their West Point Triathlon victories”] 

McLane Family Donates Playground in Vietnam 
Sobered by the fact that he missed the last set of printed Notes, Donnie McLane finally 

got around to providing an update of his and his family’s adventures for the last dozen years – 
and especially their personal family project in Vietnam.  Donnie’s Vietnam tour was with the 
infamous “Phoenix Program” (or “Phung Wong” during “Vietnamizatioin” days) as a district 
level advisor working with the Vietnamese, in a little village at the top of II Corps named 
BongSon, in BinhDinh Province.  In the Spring of 1972, the NVA got ready to come halfway 
down the country in their “Easter Offensive”, Donnie got extracted but his intell assets and 
reliable sources were captured by the NVA or VC, and virtually all of them, were publicly 
executed along Highway#1.  Donnie vowed that, some day, he would return to Bong Son and do 
something good for the kids (it turned out to be the grandkids) of those friends and allies that had 
taken such good care of him during many operations throughout his time there.  During his years 
with Nordson Corporation, he forged many alliances, including his Nordson Vietnamese firm, a 
playground equipment manufacturer in the Czech Republic, an engineering firm in Singapore, 
construction supervisors in Vietnam, a Russian-US-Vietnamese law firm in Saigon, and other 
local contractors to help create a state-of-the-art and enduring playground for the local Bong Son 
children.  Fast forward thirty-eight years to 2010, Donnie was approaching retirement from 
Nordson Corporation, and he was back in Vietnam with his bride, Lydia, and daughter 
Alexandra, to officially hand over the playground, and look forward – not back.  Donnie also 
described flying into Qui Nhon International Airport (previously Phu Cat AirBase) and seeing a 
half dozen F-4s and a bunch of Slicks & Gunships still on display.  He reflects that it’s not like 
walking the Normandy Battlefield, but it’s our little piece of history.  



[Photo #16 – “Don McLane with 
his bride, Lydia and daughter, 
Alexandra at 2010 Bong Son 
Playground Dedicatioin”] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Classmates Participate in Class of 2015 Marchback 
This time, it was Craig Carson to report on the 10 classmates who made 2011 New 

Cadet 12 ½ mile Marchback from Camp Buckner.  Beside Craig and stalwarts Tony Ambrose, 
Dutch Hostler, Dale Hansen, Dave Martin, Pres Miller, Bill Brown, and Gary Roberson,  

Photo #17 – “2011 Marchback participants:Seated, L to R: Bill Brown, Pres Miller; Standing L 
to R:Tony Ambrose, Craig Carson, Dutch Hostler, Dave Martin, Chris Ohlinger, Dale Hansen).  

 
Our classmates were split between the first half and second half of the New Cadet 

Companies, with the first half departing Buckner at 0430 and the second half at 0630.  Craig was 
happy to be with Tony Ambrose because he was a doctor.  Since Tony is an OBGYN, he warned 
the, Old Grads to monitoring their electrolyte levels or he’d either give them a pap smear or 
administer CPR from an angle and in a position that they had never experienced before.  



Ohlinger Uses Equipment to Boost Morale of Son’s Classmates 
Chris Ohlinger and his son, Mack, were reunited after six long weeks during the Plebe 

Marchback from Camp Buckner.  Besides stowing the equivalent weight of the rucksacks carried 
by the New Cadets throughout his body (mostly gut and butt), Chris also brought a powerful, 
portable, wireless, 6 inch Blacktooth Stereo speakers to serenade Mack and his classmates during 
the Marchback with Animals and Stones anthems of our day.  He made quite a hit with Mack’s 
company mates as he gracefully slid back – row by row, squad by squad, platoon by platoon to 
the safety truck following each company.  Chris was taken by the sincerity of the New Cadets as 

they kept asking, “Sir, are you OK?”  He assured 
them all that "hospital sheet-white" was his 
normal color and that walking through a heart 
attack was the family's traditional method of 
recovery.  After a medic stuck two cold water 
bottles under his armpits, Chris asked what Rock 
‘n Roll songs or Beethoven Sonatas he would like 
to hear played on his stereo speakers.  When Chris 
began playing Sympathy for the Devil for all to 
hear, the cadets thought it was cool, and the 
medics began to think that Chris’ problems went 
far beyond heat exhaustion. 

[Photo #17 –“Mack and Chris Ohlinger by the Monument to Confederate Marksmanship after the 
Marchback”] 

Passing of George Schweitzer 
In case you missed the AOG email, George Schweitzer passed away at the end o July in 

Columbia, MD. Interment was private.  G1 company mate Ray Vinton has volunteered to write 

Feedback When Asked About Online Notes 
Rick Wright reports that he and Ann continue to 

travel (Ann more than Rick); however he has trouble staying 
away from the excitement of IDA.  It appeared that his most 
exciting piece of news was that there were no major do-it-
yourself projects at home this past year. 
[Photo #18 – “Ann & Rick Wright in Malaysia a year ago 
Feb”] 

Jim Hargis also sent a personal update – which 
could be a class mantra: “I am managing my own real estate 
and investments, and trying to delay ageing.”  He lives in 
Jonesboro, AR and feels that the most exciting West Point 
thing that has ever happened there for him was having Keith Harrelson and Mike Noonan visit 
when Army played Arkansas State University.  He wishes that he had planned to entertain them 
better because he was thrilled to see them.  But, it was a no notice exercise.  While he felt that the 



Army team and spirit of the game were superb, he thought that whole experience was a win-win 
for him since it was our alma mater playing in his home town.   

Eric Kunz has been gainfully employed at The Ohio State University since retirement in 
1999.  First, he was Budget Director and then migrated through several positions to Associate VP 
for Health Sciences which oversees many of the non-clinical support units in the OSU Medical 
Center.  Reed Fraley and Eric worked together there until he retired from OSU to take on a 
policy position in the Ohio Hospital Association.  Retirement is also in Eric’s near future. 

Butch Durham is happily retired from both the Army and from a not-for-profit R&D lab 
he worked for after hanging up the BDUs.  Butch and his bride, Carol (retired Army nurse), live 
in east TN where they stay immersed in church work, crafts and fishing. 

Jon Dodson emailed a picture of 
himself with ole L-2/E-4 classmates Norm 
Miller, Alan Aker, and Don Davis during 
their annual fly fishing outing in Don’s AO 
on the Big Horn River.  Upon closer 
inspection of the picture, to save me, I 
couldn’t find any fish – but did note a bit of 
grayhogishness about the owner of the Ford 
SUV in the picture.  
[Photo #19 – “Jon Dodson, Norm Miller, 
Alan Aker, and Don Davis allegedly 
roughing it by the Big Horn River”] 
Don Jones sent as picture of him preparing for the class affiliation 2014 marchback on a hike on 
the Continental Divide Trail north of Wolf Creek Pass, Colorado while trying to escape the heat, 
humidity, and tornadoes back home in Alabama. 

 [Photo #20 – “Don Jones on the Continental Divide” 



Pictures You Need to See 

 
[Photo #21 – “Giovanna, Brandon, and Kristine, Nikki (Mathew’s girlfriend), Mathew, Janet, & 
Charlie Lieb at the Super Bowl in Dallas”] 

 
[Photo #22 – “The Jennings family last Christmas – Jim, Anna Marie, Diana, and John Paul”] 

 
 [Photo #23 – “Nellie Laughton with Sylvia & Tom Stites last year at Oktoberfest”] 
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Pictures You Need to See 
9/9/2011 

Givanna, Brandon, and Kristine, Nikki (Mathew's girlfriend ), Mathew, Janet, & Charlie Lieb at the Super 
Bowl in Dallas

The Jennings family last Christmas in San Francisco - Jim, Anna Marie, Diana, and John Paul

Nellie Laughton with Sylvia & Tom Stites last year at Oktoberfes t in Oberamerga u



Jim Orahood fits into his uniform and delivers a stirring keynote 2010 Veterans Day address in Anderson, 
Indiana

Feedback When Asked About Online Notes 
9/9/2011 

Rick Wright reports that he and Ann continue to 
travel (Ann more than Rick); however he has trouble 
staying away from the excitement of IDA.  It appeared 
that his most exciting piece of news was that there 
were no major do-it-yourself projects at home this past 
year. Photo(l): Ann & Rick Wright in Malaysia a year 
ago Feb

Jim Hargis also sent a personal update – which could 
be a class mantra: “I am managing my own real estate 
and investments, and trying to delay ageing.”  He lives 
in Jonesboro, AR and feels that the most exciting West 
Point thing that has ever happened there for him was 
having Keith Harrelson and Mike Noonan visit 

when Army played Arkansas State University.  He wishes that he had planned to entertain them better 
because he was thrilled to see them.  But, it was a no notice exercise.  While he felt that the Army team and 
spirit of the game were superb, he thought that whole experience was a win-win for him since it was our 
alma mater playing in his home town.  

Eric Kunz has been gainfully employed at The Ohio State University since retirement in 1999.  First, he 
was Budget Director and then migrated through several positions to Associate VP for Health Sciences 
which oversees many of the non-clinical support units in the OSU Medical Center.  Reed Fraley and Eric 
worked together there until he retired from OSU to take on a policy position in the Ohio Hospital 
Association.  Retirement is also in Eric’s near future.

Butch Durham is happily retired from both the Army and from a not-for-profit R&D lab he worked for 
after hanging up the BDUs.  Butch and his bride, Carol (retired Army nurse), live in east TN where they 
stay immersed in church work, crafts and fishing.



Jon Dodson emailed a picture of himself with ole L-
2/E-4 classmates Norm Miller, Alan Aker, and Don 
Davis during their annual fly fishing outing in Don’s 
AO on the Big Horn River.  Upon closer inspection of 
the picture, to save me, I couldn’t find any fish – but 
did note a bit of grayhogishness about the owner of the 
Ford SUV in the picture. Photo (l): Jon Dodson, Norm 
Miller, Alan Aker, and Don Davis allegedly roughing 
it up by the Big Horn River

Don Jones sent a picture of him preparing for the 
class affiliation 2014 Marchback on a hike on the Continental Divide Trail north of Wolf Creek Pass, 
Colorado while trying to escape the heat, humidity, and tornadoes back home in Alabama. Photo (below): 
Don Jones on the Continenta l Divide

Making a Dent in Memorial Articles 
9/9/2011 
Kudos to Ralph Tildon for championing and shepherding Jim Baird’s Memorial Article into the last issue 
of TAPS.  As mentioned above, John Cruden has completed Joe Fowler’s Article, which should appear in 
the next issue.  Thanks also to Greg Camp, Gary Halstead, Dale Hansen for coordinating and ensuring 
support for article authors and POCs.  Sadly, this will be an ongoing task that we must all accept and 
contribute too.

Be Thou at Peace 
9/9/2011 
In case you missed the AOG email, George Schweitzer passed away at the end of July in Columbia, MD. 
Interment was private.  George was medically retired in 1974, after contracting a kidney ailment that 
necessitated a transplant.  At that point, he became a founding partner of Emergency Medicine Associates 
and was president and chairman of the board of directors until he retired in 2007.  The practice includes 
more than 100 physicians, plus other medical personnel who have staffed emergency rooms at 11 hospitals 
throughout the Washington area.G1 company mate Ray Vinton has volunteered to write his Memorial 
Article.  Since G1 was an “expansion Company,” and Ray is an attorney in Texas, he needs the help of 
George’s room mates, classmates in Glee Club, and classmates in the Washington/Maryland area who can 



provide input.  Since the AOG policy is not to post snail mail addresses and phone numbers online, please 
contact me and I’ll provide the proper poop.

Ohlinger Shows Equipment to Boost Morale of Son’s Classmates 
9/8/2011 
Chris Ohlinger and his son, Mack, were reunited after 
six long weeks during the Plebe Marchback from 
Camp Buckner.  Besides stowing the equivalent 
weight of the rucksacks carried by the New Cadets 
throughout his body (mostly gut and butt), Chris also 
brought a powerful, portable, wireless, 6 inch 
Blacktooth Stereo speakers to serenade Mack and his 
classmates during the Marchback with Animals and 
Stones anthems of our day.  He made quite a hit with 
Mack’s company mates as he gracefully slid back – 
row by row, squad by squad, platoon by platoon to the 
safety truck following each company.  Chris was taken 
by the sincerity of the New Cadets as they kept asking, “Sir, are you OK?”  He assured them all that 
"hospital sheet-white" was his normal color and that walking through a heart attack was the family's 
traditional method of recovery.  After a medic stuck two cold water bottles under his armpits, Chris asked 
what Rock ‘n Roll songs or Beethoven Sonatas he would like to hear played on his stereo speakers.  When 
Chris began playing Sympathy for the Devil for all to hear, the cadets thought it was cool, and the medics 
began to think that Chris’ problems went far beyond heat exhaustion. Photo: Mack and Chris Ohlinger by 
the Monument to Confederat e Marksmansh ip after the Marchback

Classmates Participate in Class of 2015 Marchback 
9/8/2011 

This time, it was Craig Carson and George Shoener to 
report on the 10 classmates who made 2011 New 
Cadet 12 &frac12; mile Marchback from Camp 
Buckner. Beside Craig and George, and stalwarts 
Tony Ambrose and Dutch Hostler (Tony and Dutch 
are 12 for 12 – making every march every step), there 
was Bill Brown, Dale Hansen, Doug McKenna, Dave 
Martin, Pres Miller, and Chris Ohlinger. Our 
classmates were split between the first half and second 

half of the New Cadet Companies, with the first half departing Buckner at 0430 and the second half at 
0630. Craig was happy to be with Tony Ambrose because he was a doctor. Since Tony is an OBGYN, he 
warned the, Old Grads to monitoring their electrolyte levels or he’d administer CPR from an angle and in a 
position that they had never experienced. Photo: Most of the 2011 Marchback ’68 participants: Tony 
Ambrose, Bill Brown, Craig Carson, Pres Miller; Dutch Hostler, Dave Martin, Chris Ohlinger, and Dale 
Hansen

Mannings and Vitters Meet on Academy Cruise 
9/8/2011 
Larry Manning dropped a note to inform us that he and Elaine ran into Al & Kathy Vitters on a 
spectacular Joint Academy Travel 10-day cruise from Barcelona to Athens last August.  Since Larry and Al 
had only heard of each other at school, they spent lots of time chatting and learning about each other.  After 
retiring from the Army, Al hit on a way never to be fired – he founded Synergy-Consulting and wrote and 
published a book – Be All You Were Created To Be.  Al & Kathy now live in Jacksonville, FL.  Larry and 



Elaine live a couple of states up the coast in Bluffton, 
SC – near Hilton Head.  Larry is making the most of 
dealing with the devils of Agent Orange by cruising, 
taking up golf, and adjunct teaching computer science 
and teacher education. Photo: Al & Kathy Vitters and 
Elaine & Larry Manning aboard the Oceania's 
Nautica last August

McLane Family Donates Playground in Vietnam 
9/8/2011 

Sobered by the fact that he missed the last set of 
printed Notes, Donnie McLane finally got around to 
providing an update of his and his family’s adventures 
for the last dozen years – and especially their personal 
family project in Vietnam.  Donnie’s Vietnam tour 
was with the infamous “Phoenix Program” (or “Phung 
Wong” during “Vietnamizatioin” days) as a district 
level advisor working with the Vietnamese, in a little 
village at the top of II Corps named BongSon, in 

BinhDinh Province.  In the Spring of 1972, the NVA got ready to come halfway down the country in their 
“Easter Offensive”, Donnie got extracted but his intell assets and reliable sources were captured by the 
NVA or VC, and virtually all of them, were publicly executed along Highway#1.  Donnie vowed that, some 
day, he would return to Bong Son and do something good for the kids (it turned out to be the grandkids) of 
those friends and allies that had taken such good care of him during many operations throughout his time 
there.  During his years with Nordson Corporation, he forged many alliances, including his Nordson 
Vietnamese firm, a playground equipment manufacturer in the Czech Republic, an engineering firm in 
Singapore, construction supervisors in Vietnam, a Russian-US-Vietnamese law firm in Saigon, and other 
local contractors to help create a state-of-the-art and enduring playground for the local Bong Son children.  
Fast forward thirty-eight years to 2010, Donnie was approaching retirement from Nordson Corporation, and 
he was back in Vietnam with his bride, Lydia, and daughter Alexandra, to officially hand over the 
playground, and look forward – not back.  Donnie also described flying into Qui Nhon International Airport 
(previously Phu Cat AirBase) and seeing a half dozen F-4s and a bunch of Slicks & Gunships still on 
display.  He reflects that it’s not like walking the Normandy Battlefield, but it’s our little piece of history. 
Photo: Don McLane with his bride, Lydia, and daughter, Alexandra, at 2010 Bong Son Playground 
Dedication

Millers Keep Pounding Away With Others 
9/8/2011 

Pres Miller sent a picture from the Tri for the Cure 
AZ, last March.  Diane Hansen and Clem were 3rd 
and 4th in their age group – only six seconds apart.  
Both of the ladies finished their swim/bike/run with a 
big smile and request for some form of alcohol.  Mark 
Hansen and Pres cheered their brides on from the 
sidelines. Photo: Mark & Diane Hansen and Clem & 
Press Miller at the Tri for the Cure AZ

 

 



In August – about the same time as the Class of 2013 
Plebe Marchback, Pres competed with Tom Volrath in 
the 22nd annual West Point Triathlon, where they had a 
great time racing in the pouring rain, and beating six 
other old guys (some not even using canes).  Overall, 
they placed in the upper half of all participants – 
whipping a lot of much younger grads.  Pres reflected 
that just being at Camp Buckner brought back many 
memories – but reported that it was more fun now when 
we can legally consume adult beverages. Photo: Tom 
Volrath and Press Miller celebratin g their West Point 
Triathlon victories

Shaffers and Fravel Peddle 150 Miles in Two Days for MS
9/8/2011 
Although others have ridden and jogged to raise money for various 
good causes, In July, Andy & Betty Shaffer really went above and 
beyond by peddling 150 miles in two grueling days in Texas summer 
heat through territory that would normally be festooned with lush 
green cotton, but, this year looked like the surface of the moon with 
the goal of funding research for a cure to Multiple Sclerosis.  
Obviously, this is not a fete to be taken lightly – especially at our age.  
Many months of training were required in various weather conditions 
and on a range of terrain which included a volcano and a dirty tunnel 
on Maui.  During one of their workouts, Andy was attacked and bitten 
by what was thought to be a rabid coyote.  He asked Betty for a pencil 
and paper and began writing frantically.  Initially, Betty thought Andy 
was making out his will but she later discovered he was making a list 
of people he wanted to bite.  If there is such a thing as a more genteel 
150 mile ride, George Fravel entered the City to Shore “tour” from 
just out side of Philadelphia to Ocean City, NJ and back (150 miles in 
total).  To compensate for the reduced temp of the East Coast, there 
was an added 25 mile loop for those of us who wanted to torture their bodies by riding 100 miles on the trip 
to Ocean City.  George said that he found that numbness sets in about the 70th mile so adding 25 more 
really does not hurt – initially. Photo: Betty & Andy Shaffer after two days of peddling in over 100 degree 
heat in hilly Texas

Independence Day and Other Lofty Goals in Southern North Carolina 
9/8/2011 
It looks like John & Margie Hedley are making a tradition out of gathering A-1 buddies to celebrate 
lakeside and small town 4th of July.  Tom & Bonnie Barnes, Craig & Susan Carson, and Ray & Mary 
Jane Rhodes assembled at the Hedley compound as fast as our third world airline industry would allow 
around the 4th of July weekend.  John took the guys over to his latest project – Richard’s Coffee Shop – the 
most patriotic coffee shop in the world where all vets are welcome and welcomed home..  John is President 
and Chairman of the Board of Welcome Home Veterans and is working to raise money so its Living 
Military Museum at Richards can move to a more spacious site and help even more veterans (see 



https://dragonfly.sharefile.com/?
cmd=d&id=07a4fbbfce4740c7 ).  On Saturday, Tom, 
Craig, and Ray mounted up in John’s M-151A1 golf 
cart and followed John on his Harley designed 
especially for patriotic events in a parade in a local 
town.  After that, it was gatherings by the waters of 
Lake Norman and the Hedley pool with sufficient 
quantities of food and adult beverages to lift 
depression caused by talk of politics and inspire 
serious talk about war Craig’s & Susan’s (and our) 

Scholarship Program for Offspring of USMA KIAs (which is gaining traction within USMA class is 
lagging within our own class).  If you have anything left after the stock market tanking, paying for gas, and 
upgrading an occasional cat food meal, think of our class’ worthy project.  We make a living by what we 
get, but we make a life by what we give. Tom appears to be really getting serious about either retirement or 
career change because he has become an expert on investing and more precious metals that what he uses as 
a dentist.  These guys truly appreciate life as only those who have been in combat and cover each other’s 
sixes can do. Photo: Craig Carson, John Hedley, Tom Barnes, and Ray Rhodes incognito at the Hedleys’ 
pool at Lake Norman

Father Mike Provides Guidance on Memorial Day in North Texas 
9/8/2011 
Ross & Margaret Irvin attended a special Mass given by Father Mike Cerrone celebrating Memorial 
Day, the Feast of St. Joan of Arc, and the 30th anniversary of his ordination. After Mass the three climbed in 
one car to attend the Memorial Day Ceremony at the Dallas-Ft. Worth National Cemetery.  During the 
drive, and about 30 minutes prior to start of the ceremony, they realized that they had left the directions in 
the car they did not take.  Instead of going back for the directions, they decided to “improvise” by getting 
off at the wrong exit and wandering around back roads. Suddenly they saw a sign that said “Cemetery 
Remote Parking.” Although the parking lot held hundreds of cars, Fr. Mike miraculously found an open 
space that was just 3 cars away from the bus stop.  They walked up to the bus, which was getting ready to 
close its doors. When the driver saw Mike’s collar, he opened the door and said “I can take 3 more.”  When 
the bus passed by the clogged entrance to the cemetery, they realized that they would never have made it in 
to the cemetery in time if they had followed the directions. They walked up to the platform just as the “Star 
Spangled Banner” was being sung and the jets flew over.  After the ceremony, they got in a long line for the 
bus.  As they reached the front of the line, the bus driver closed his door and prepared to leave; however, 
reopened the door and said, “I can take three more...”  We all wonder if this would work at the mall at 
Christmas.

Merriam and Hanson Meet During Northern Migration 
9/8/2011 
Jock Merriam reported that he and Malena had a nice visit from Pete Hanson and his friend Irmgard on 
their way north after their winter stay in Vero Beach, FL.  Pete & Irmgard drove down to Clearwater for the 
day and they all went to a place on the intracostal for lunch.  This may turn into a recurring event. 
Photo: Jock Merriam and Pete Hanson on the ICW in Florida



John ONeal Honored by Nobel Institute and Receives Medal
9/8/2011 

We received a real letter (i.e., snail mail) from John ONeal on The Norwegian 
Nobel Institute letterhead informing us that, for the second time, he is a Fellow.  
John & Fran went to Norway for John to present a paper at the Institute’s annual 
symposium held on islands above the Arctic Circle so they could experience 
midnight sun.  John said that his presentation went well – taking into 
consideration that he was speaking to a group of historians – not all of whom 
were fluent in English – who are not familiar with the sort of statistical analyses 
that he does.  Maybe that’s why his medal of Alfred’s famous profile is chocolate 
covered with “gold” foil. After his presentation, he and Fran went hiking in the 
mountains between Oslo and Bergen and discovered that a half pint of beer runs 
between $10 and $15.  They also spent an evening at the home of Hal & Zehlia 
Wilhite overlooking the Oslo fjord.  Hal is a social anthropologist at the 
University of Oslo and is doing work on consumption patterns in developing 
countries.  Zehlia is from Algeria and speaks five languages.  Obviously, their 
three children are also multilingual. Photo: Fran & John ONeal in Oslo

Paul Baerman Helps Vets Today By Writing About Yesterday 
9/8/2011 
Gary Halstead dropped a note to tell us that he and Paul Baerman have lunch on a regular basis at a biker 
bar in Colorado Springs.  Paul asked Gary to read his book, Big Al, Zombies, and the Man on the Moon, 
prior to publication.  The book is based on his experiences in Vietnam. Actually, if you read any of Paul’s 
submissions to our Both Sides of the Wall reflections book, you too got the inside track.  The book is 
different than your usual Vietnam tale of blood and guts.  It’s all the funny and even poignant things that 
happened to him or that he observed during his tour there with a postlogue of how he used the lessons 
learned later in his career.  Gary passed the book on to his son, Scott, the battalion commander for Infantry 
lieutenants at Fort Benning, and he agrees that it is a great, realistic and humorous book of life in the 
trenches and is especially good for junior officers and NCOs who are the real fighters on the ground.  Since 
the book review section of Assembly went the way of Assembly, Paul needs our help in getting out the word 
that it’s available (Lulu.com as well as Amazon and Barnes and Noble on-line – then search for the author, 
Vincent Paul Baerman, ), easy and enjoyable to read, and all proceeds go to the Wounded Warrior Project.

Bob Brace Puts Study in Perspective and Lauds Bowman Book
9/8/2011 



Pat Jonas (AKA USMA 68 Dr Synonymous in the blogesphere) circulated a medical study entitled, 
“Longitudinal study of sleep patterns of United States Military Academy Cadets” that concluded that cadets 
are sleep deprived.  DUH!  Now, Alvie Kimball has an excuse for rocking back in his chair and drooling in 
ES&GS class after a foot long chili dog lunch.  As usual, Bob Brace put the study in to unique perspective.  
Bob, along with Bruce Brown highly recommend Steve Bowman’s son, Scott’ book honoring his dad – 
Victis Honor – available at amazon.com and http://www.publishamerica.net/product38498.html in print or 
on Kindle. Scott not only covers his view of Steve's life, but also gives us a narrative of a brat's experience 
of growing up with a strong and successful father.

Jim Swinney Still Thinking About Retiring 
9/8/2011 
The Swinneys have two more Grandchildren to add to 
their collection of eight.  Their oldest son, Brian, and 
daughter-in-law, Erin presented Jim & Lucille with 
twins, Mackenzie Anne and Owen Thomas, in mid 
June in NJ.  On their way to NJ, they stopped for 
dinner with Charlie & Jamie Mahan at a favorite 
Restaurant in Palm Coast, Florida.  True to form, after 
dinner, Charlie took off to a poker game and Jamie to 
a Bible Study group.  In preparation for retirement 
next year, and with real estate prices and interest rates 
so low, they bought a condo in western North Carolina 
out by the Tennessee border and close to the Smokey 
Mountain National Forest. It will be their hot Florida 
summer getaway place and second home.  I didn’t 
have the heart to tell Jim that it’s hot in North Carolina 
too and he bought in a drought area. Photo: Grand Pa Jim Swinney holding new Granddaughter, 
Mackenzie, with  5 year old granddaughter, Carlee, and 8 month old grandson, Ethan, during a family 
reunion in NJ in August

Johnny Johnston Retire Retires 
9/8/2011 
Last May, Johnny Johnston celebrated his second retirement - this time from Northrop Grumman.  He and 
Camille celebrated by spending the day doing what they normally do on a weekend and knowing that they 
can put off moving the plants on the patio until – whenever.  His next major project was to moving all of 
his contacts and information to a new i-Pad – which will include an email address for him.  Previously, he 
used Camille’s address, since she’s still working (does mental health work) and uses her computer.  Camille 
told Johnny that, as a man of leisure, he finally had to get his own account and address.

But Cruden, Ohle, Hansen, and Jones Have Retired Retired Retired 
9/8/2011 
John Cruden served in his second career as our country’s Justice Department environmental cop for three 
presidents, and retired last June.  Company and room mate Glen Hewitt was one of our classmates who 
attended and reported that he had never heard so many glowing comments from high ranking Government 
officials.  John's performance, professionalism, accomplishments, integrity, and character were described in 
such a manner – "the best environmental trial attorney to ever work in this department and probably the best 
ever in the United States."  Some specifics included receiving the President's Rank Award three times from 
three different Presidents, receiving the top ranking of the "best place to work in the entire U.S. 
Government" several times, his unprecedented work on the Gulf oil spill and the billion dollar fund that 
was created, and his establishment of a program that circumvented the stifling politics and set up a 



mechanism to clean up the Anacostia River.  While his 
accomplishments were mentioned, it was more about his 
character than achievements.  Glen further reported that 
John was his typical magnificent, yet humble and 
magnanimous self, thanking so many for their support.  
He did, however, fail to tell the several hundred people 
who were there (including judges and generals of all 
sorts) that "all that he is and all that he every hoped to 
be, he owes to his First Detail Beast squad leader."  
Despite being a bit busy with events in the Gulf of 
Mexico last summer, and being the class go-to guy for 
Joe Fowler’s Memorial Article, after an Alaskan cruise, 
John will continue to chair the American Bar 
Association’s Section of Environment, Energy, and 
Natural Resources and will stay busy participating in 
conferences throughout the US.  He & Sharon still have 
time for the community and their family – which is 
paramount to them and helps put everything into it proper perspective. Photo: John & Sharon Cruden with 
grandkids Ryan, Lauren, Jonathan and Katelyn at a secret government retraining conference

In July, Dave Ohle submitted his notification of intent to retire from Alion – which is big boy talk for 
taking some time off (probably at Casa Ohle where he can marvel at the gun collections provided by the 
DOJ and ATF of his neighbors) prior to pursuing other opportunities.

At this stage of our lives, when many are winding down, 
Dale Hansen has taken on an entirely new and demanding 
direction. After Signal and MI schools, retiring from the 
reserves, positions with Proctor & Gamble and eventually 
with ShipServ, Ltd., an e-commerce company serving the 
maritime industry (he is currently the Operations Manager 
for the Americas), and earning MBA and JD degrees, Dale 
has been preparing himself to transition into becoming a 
veterinarian technician. This new direction may have come 
about when he and Joyce returned to NYC, after traveling 
with Charlie & Janet Lieb, Henry & Karen Riser, and 
Barbara & me to French Polynesia to find their pet cats had 
gotten sick and died. In early September, as possibly the 
oldest graduate in the program's history, Dale will graduate 
will an A.A.S. in Veterinary Technology which, coupled 
with his recent successful completion of the Veterinary 
Technician National Exam, qualifies him as a Licensed 

Veterinary Technician. Current work plans are under review; the desire to avoid shifts and weekend work, 
together with an ability to travel with Joyce on her frequent business trips abroad to wonderful locations, 
complicate job search efforts. However, Dale says the experiences in this educational program have truly 
been rewarding and often challenging. Photo (l): Dale & Joyce Hansen in French Polynesia before Dale's 
latest career move

After Army and Corporate retirements, Chuck Jones struck out on his own as a with Army cleanup 
programs and has branched out to slow down as a FEMA consultant.  This summer, he was in Billings, MT 
sending dollars to local applicants for their flooding disasters.  His plan is to work three to four months a 



year with disaster recovery, hunt with classmates like Robby Robinson for an equal amount of time, and 
wind down at home or travel for the rest of the year.

Five Classmates Participate in Glee Club Reunion 
9/8/2011 

Pat Jonas sent a picture of he and Dick McClelland, 
Jess Gatlin, Bruce Korda, and Steve Winsor at the 
the 2nd Glee Club Alumni Reunion. They had a good 
time singing in preparation for a concert with the 
USMA Band at Trophy Point at the end of July. CD 
will be forthcoming. Photo: Steve Winsor, Jess Gatlin, 
Bruce Korda, Pat Jonas and Dick McClelland at the 
Glee Club Reunion

’68 Fields Two Foursomes in Annual DC Area Golf Tournament 
9/8/2011 
The class of 68 had two foursomes for the Black-Gold-
Gray Golf Tournament at Ft Belvoir last May.  The 
team of Bob Beahm; Fred Hoblit, Bob Swedock and 
Jess Gatlin; won the internal Class of 1968 bet of $5.00 
apiece from Ralph Tucillo, Chuck Giasson, Gordon 
Zophy, and Joe Guignon.  Overall, our guys finished 
3rd, but Fred Hoblit maintained that both teams could have been serious contenders if it had not been for the 
silly rule that people with flat stomachs were allowed to play.  Last year, Fred, whose handicap remains in 
the low double digits, had the second best Army Navy Country Club Win-Loss record in a Inter-Country 
Club league – again.  When not playing golf and cavorting with his bride of almost 26 years, Nancy, Fred is 
still working Unmanned Air Vehicle sensor projects at SAIC. Photo: 2011 Black, Gold and Gray Golf 
Tourney Classmates Joe Guignon, Ralph Tucillo, Fred Hoblit, Jess Gatlin, Chuck Giasson, Bob Swedock, 
Bob Beahm, and Gordon Zophy

Thome, Hart, Kelley, and Sweeney – “The West Point Four” 
9/8/2011 

Jim & Pat Thome, Mike & Janean Hart, Jim & 
Kathy Kelley, and Bob & Ann Sweeney have 
become known as “The West Point Four” by many as 
these couples have traveled around the world over the 
last several years.  They got together last fall for their 
annual mini-reunion in Boston, MA.  They got around 
using the Beantown Trolley and the famous Boston 
“T” and they saw all the sites – historical and not.  
They had lunch and drinks at Sam Malone’s “Cheers” 

and even took the boat cruise of Boston Harbor.  Amazingly, they did not get lost even once – guess all that 
map reading training paid off.  The all agreed that Boston was a great city to visit – friendly people, 
fantastic food and drink – to share with great friends.  This fall, they’re off to San Diego. Photo: Mike & 
Janean Hart, Jim & Pat Thome, Bob & Ann Sweeney, and Jim & Kathy Kelley on a windy day in Boston 
Harbor

Another D3 Mini Reunion 
9/8/2011 



Tina Johnson was entrusted with getting the word 
out that D-3 had yet another mini reunion.  Twelve 
classmates and brides met in Newport, RI for a few 
days in August to see what this sailing thing was all 
about.  Steve & Jeanne Caldwell live in Newport 
and were instrumental in organizing a mini-reunion. 
Their stunning home was the base of operations and 
gang braved less than cooperative weather while 
Steve took them on a sailboat tour through Newport 
harbor.  The weather provided a great opportunity 
for catching up, story telling, and laughs.  Attendees 
included Sam & Diane Brooks, Steve & Jeanne 
Caldwell, Rich & Julie Cliff, Myles & Christine 
Crowe; George & Cathy Fravel, Chuck & Phyllis 
Giasson, Claude & Tina Johnson, Rick & Mary 
Jane Rhoades, Art Sands, Bob & Maureen Shaw, 
Pat & Tricia Strong, and Bob & Jan Swedock.  During the summer, the Johnsons have been vagabonds – 
still trying to find themselves in their new lives in Phase 2: post-retirement.  Whatever the roll, Tina says it 
beats pre-retirement because traveling with fun people are involved. Photo: D3 in Newport-Row 1: Bob 
Swedock, Art Sands, Pat Strong, Claude Johnson; Row 2: Rich Cliff, Diane Brooks, Mary Rhoades, Row 3: 
Julie Cliff; Tricia Strong; Cathy Fravel; Sam Brooks; Row 4: Maureen Shaw; George Fravel; Jeanne 
Caldwell; Phyllis Giasson; Row 5: Pam Sands; Steve Caldwell; Chuck Giasson; Row 6: Bob Shaw; Tina 
Johnson; Rick Rhoades; Jan Swedock

Sailing as a Carry-over Sport 
9/8/2011 

Sam Wyman forwarded a Beat Navy spirit tape 
involving sailing that he, Jack Munson, and George 
Nippell made in Annapolis a while back.  He saw Jack 
& Bobbie at Jeanne Korda’s funeral and shared 
Thanksgiving with George and his new bride, Nancy.  
The Wymans have moved to Greenville SC because 
he was part of a buyout of North American Rescue 
(tactical combat casualty care products).  Jack & 
Bobbi are coming to grips with retirement on the 
beach in Delaware with long walks, fresh seafood and 
veggies, and actually knowing their neighbors.  When 
they’re not bowling, or fawning over grand kids, Jack 
is baking and Bobbi is an active “Quilts for Valor” 
contributor. Photo: Jack & Bobbi Munson at home in 
Delaware

 

To illustrate sailing remains in his blood – and not much remains between his ears – Stott Carleton took 
one of his Labs on a winter sail from Maine to North Carolina to see how far south it was snowing. His 
major discovery during the voyage was that a dust pan makes a great snow shovel and pooper scooper. As 
the saner member of the team, Bobbie stayed home with the other Lab and immersed herself with 
grandkids, warmth, and less snow than Stott encountered.



Dallen, Hoblit, and Carman Get Messages to Slow Down 
9/8/2011 
Sometimes I wonder about the sanity of classmates.  After containing his health problems concerning his 
back with many surgeries, John Dallen tempted the great TAC in the sky by driving himself to the hospital 
while having a heart attack.  Talk about walking the area for eternity due to gross lack of judgment!  His 
quibble was that it was a “mild” heart attack.  The experience drove home the decision as to when to retire 
– motivated slightly by the additional fact that he neglected to negotiate the continuance of his position 
after the buy out of his firm.  John reports that the terms of the buyout were pleasing – except for the non-
compete portion of his severance.  In the mean time, John & Frances will continue to travel, cheer on 
children, and contemplate part-time work…

Fred & Nancy Hoblit are a couple who believe in togetherness.  Since their Type II numbers remain 
within an “acceptable” range, they’ve both tried cataract lens replacement surgery resulting in ~20/25 
eyesight in all eyes and no glasses.

Jim Carman just sent word that his running days may be numbered since he had to have knee replacement 
surgery in August.

Bob Lorbeer Weds Western Music Star Belinda Gail 
9/8/2011 
Last October 10 (10/10/10), Bob Lorbeer married Western music 
recording star, Belinda Gail at the J Bar J Cowboy Church in Ruidoso, 
NM.  The happy couple chose the date and then looked at Belinda’s 
schedule to see where she would be performing, which happened to be 
the Lincoln County Cowboy Symposium in Ruidoso.  Bob and Belinda 
reside in Sacramento, CA, where Bob’s law practice keeps him busy 
during the week, and most weekends finds him traveling with Belinda 
throughout the West for Belinda’s performances.  Bob continues to be 
involved with equestrian activities at local, state and national levels.  For 
the past 15 years, Bob has ridden in the Pasadena Tournament of Roses 
Parade, with the Long Beach Mounted Police.  Bob judges horse shows 
throughout the US, and was recently elected to the US Equestrian Drill 
Team Hall of Fame.  In case you were wondering equestrian drill team is 
like Cadet Drill , only on horseback with 8 to 20 other horses and riders, 
and you don’t want to walk where they perform.  Photo: Belinda Gail 
and Bob Lorbeer at the Alter in Ruidoso

Peter Wallace Harkens Back 
9/8/2011 

Earlier last spring, Peter & Barbara went out to 
Leavenworth to see son, Steve, and family. They 
hooked up with Dave & Irene Drummond who 
invited them to their house for lunch.  Peter reports 
that “House" understates it and lunch included some 
of the best beef they have ever had – which might not 
be saying much given that Peter & Barbara lived in 
London during the decade of the mad cow scare. 
 Dave took Peter’s oldest grandsons on a horseback 
ride, which made them want to move in.



Steve is currently with the 82nd Div HQ G-3, deployed to Afghanistan, running the night shift monitoring 
current operations, while Larry Jordan, Jr. is running the day shift.  Larry Jordan, Sr. and Peter carpooled 
to Jump School when Nanette first confirmed the existence of Larry, Jr.  Photo: Peter Wallace and Dave 
Drummond let a Navy grad separate them from Irene and Barbara

Crecelius & Comrie Wind Down and Up Again 
9/8/2011 
It wasn’t until after the wedding hoopla last year that Allan Crecelius mentioned that, as further nuptial 
planning therapy, he and Sandy spent most of July in Europe – starting in Athens, cruising the Greek isles, 
Turkey, Montenegro, Croatia, left the ship in Venice, and drove to Milan and Lake Como.

Photo: The Crecelius-Comrie gang at Casey’s Wedding: Colleen, Sandy, Allan, Casey, Alicia, and Shannon

Upon their return, Allan & Sandy set to work to host a B-3 Bandits 
reunion of fun, frolic, food, and a tad of imbibing in San Diego in 
February.  Beside Allan & Sandy, attendees were Mike & Sue Toole, 
Marty & Barbara Bowling, Dan & Paulette Limbaugh, John & 
Clara Gonzalez, Steve & Ellie Williams, Wally & Sue Magathan, 
and Craig O'Conner and his new BGFF Joannna (3-Ns) McLellan.  
Allan had arranged a catered California beach picnic brunch for one of 
the days, but normal San Diego weather turned into back-East weather 
for 24 hours, and they had to move it to his house and back patio. But 
the weather did not deter the Bandits from enjoying each other's 
company and catching up on events in classmates' lives.  They did a 
dinner in San Diego's Gaslamp Quarter, a breakfast at a Del Mar beach 
restaurant, a trip to the museums/sights in Balboa Park, a BBQ cookout 
on Allan’s and Sandy’s patio, and a behind the scenes tour of the San 
Diego Zoo.  Dan Limbaugh patted a camel and it fell in love with him. 
Four large Mango Tarts were greedily consumed at two of the meals at 
their house, and Paulette Limbaugh went to the bakery that makes them 

and took one home on the plane with her!  After everyone left Allan & Sandy once again focused on 
vacation – this time via an Academy sponsored cruise in the Caribbean.

Photo: Left to right; front to back the old guys and young ladies are: Allan Crecelius & Sandy Comrie, 
Wally & Sue Magathan. Paulette & Dan Limbaugh, Clara Gonzalez, Sue Toole, John Gonzalez, Barbara & 
Marty Bowling, Mike Toole, Ellie Williams, Craig O'Connor, Steve Williams and Joannna McLellan.

Hostlers follow Crecelius and Caesar 
9/8/2011 
A year later Dutch & Megan Hostler followed Allan’s and Sandy’s tracks to Italy, where they toured 
Florence, Lucca, Lake Garda, Milan, visited old friends in Tuscany prior to venturing to the south of France 



as the first official guest of Peter Wallace and his 
Barbara at their new old digs. Peter &Barbara closed 
the deal on their home in France last May (when the 
Dollar-Euro rate was favorable) and began furnishing 
it and stocking the wine cellar. Their new home is a 
renovated abbot abode built on a hillside adjacent to a 
church with bells (slightly higher in elevation than 
Peter's front door) that ring regularly. Since the 
Hostlers beat the dinning table to the house, they got 
to know the local restaurants pretty well and (sort of) 
emulated Caesar’s “Vini, Vidi. Veggie.” Peter admits that a possible downside for guests is that the guest 
room is on the third floor and the guest bath is on the first floor. Megan pronounced the stairs to be "no big 
deal" although every time she forgot something upstairs, Dutch went and got it. It’s ironic that the 
infirmities of age place a premium on a good memory. After leaving the Wallace manner, the Hostlers also 
divided Gaul into three parts: Burgundy, Dordogne, and Loire. Photo: Dutch & Megan Hostler with 
Barbara & Peter Wallace in the south of France

Old Business – Still Searching for a Classmate Named John 
9/8/2011 
Back in the spring, I received an email from Ed Carney (76) regarding a friend finding a copy of our initial 
class memoir, Both Sides of the Wall -- Reflections of the West Point Class of 1968 in California and signed 
by (presumably) a classmate) named John.  Initially, I tried to contact each member of our class named 
John who I thought might be linked to the owner of the book.  No luck.  Then, I sent an the email to all 
classmates named John who I had email addresses for.  Again, no luck in finding who signed the book and 
who the owner might be.  After that, I sent an APB out to the class, asking any classmate to help find the 
"John" wo penned the poignant note to his father so the book can be reunited to either John (our classmate), 
John's father, or an appropriate relative.  While you did a good job helping me research (Gordon Tillery was 
a standout) and offering advice (lots of “Dear Johns”), the book has gone unclaimed.  Before I tell Ed that 
(for whatever reason -- our "John" does not have an email address registered with AOG, John and his old 
room mates or company mates who know of John's family didn't make the connection, or the email got put 
in the "hold" file) we've come up dry, I'm asking again if anyone can help.

Scribe Postscript 
9/8/2011 
Rabble, I’ve fired the Corps – our strategic reserve of news that has built up since we went from six issues 
per year to four.  Since I’m totally drained and the summer has just ended, I’m sure you can replenish our 
stockpile of adventures.  Once again, we are one less, and we need to pull and stay together because 
YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.
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1968 Class Notes  

Bob Lorbeer Still Riding in the Rose Parade 

12/29/2011 

The Rose Parade on January 2, 2012, will be extra special because the last float in the parade will include the original (stuffed) Trigger.  

Next November 5 would have been RoyRogers' 100th birthday, and to celebrate that occasion the is including Trigger and riding around 

the float will be 100 palominos horses and the group Bob rides with in the Rose Parade, the Long Beach Mounted Police, will be leading 

the contingent -- and Bob will be the lead rider...  See http://www.rfdtv.com/events/tournament_of_roses/. Further,  there is an Army 

connection to the Rose Parade this year -- the Grand Marshal will be J. R. Martinez, a101st Airborne vet, TV star, and winner of Dancing 

with the Stars http://www.ktla.com/ktla-roseparade2012-grandmarshal,0,1163628.htmlstory. 

 

 

Sandy Cohn Appears on “An Officer and a Movie” 

12/26/2011 

If you are like most of us who never knew what it was like to go 3.0 in Art, you need to keep an eye out for the movie on the plot to 

assassinate Hitler on the Military Channel’s “An Officer and a Movie.”  Sandy Cohn is featured during breaks and gives a stirring 

rendition using MOSS MOUSE.

Clemms Host Zoo Mini-Reunion 

12/26/2011 

If it had not been for Charlie Beckwith, we might never have heard of a 3rd Zoo mini-reunion hosted by Dave & Jean Clemm at their 

home in Panama City Beach, Florida last April.  While Dave finally reported that there were 18 classmates and brides, we can only guess 

who they were and that Dwight & Donna Lee were not among them because Donna did not mention it in the Lee Holiday Chronicles. 

 No other names or pictures were furnished as Donna did when she and Dwight hosted the Zoo at their home in “elegantly shabby” 

Pawleys Island, South Carolina.  Dave mentioned that one of the highlights was that Frank & Connie Nader surfaced from the missing 

and joined the assembly.  Among the activities at the April gathering seems to be an agreement on what their ideal class reunion would 

be like.  Surprisingly, it did not include bare hindquarters.  The many good ideas were not shared until this fall when some of the early 

reunion resolutions had already been cemented in place.

Jon Dodson Marches On For Wounded Warriors 

12/26/2011 

Dave Clemm took a break from extolling the wonders of the Zoo to recognize the good work Jon Dodson continues to do on behalf of 

the Wounded Warrior Mentor Program – especially in the area of those suffering from traumatic brain injuries.  I try to plug Jon’s work 

regularly; however, as one always dodging the spotlight, he would rather let us all know that there are two classmates (who wish to 

remain anonymous) who have donated, over $10,000.00 from one and over $6,000.00 from the other so far this year.  Those 

contributions have gone mostly toward transporting and keeping family members near their Wounded Warriors during critical times and 

buying iPads® for TBI patients whose eyes have been affected because print and icons can be enlarged on these portable tablet 

computers.  TBI docs see iPads® as great assets, and they cannot be acquired for the troops through military logistics dealings.  Jon’s 

primary expenditures are vast amounts of time with warriors, families, other service/support associations, and travel as far as Augusta, 

Georgia due to lack of volunteers in that area.

Merriams and Akers Travel From Florida to Europe for Lunch 

12/26/2011 

Now that Jocko Merriam’s company has opened an office in Boca Raton, he has to visit it from his and Malena’s Palm Beach area 

home a couple of times a week and has tried to grab lunch with Alan Aker whose eye clinic is about a mile away from the office. After 

several unsuccessful attempts, because Alan is so busy that he works through lunch, Jocko gave up on the idea.  As luck would have it, 



Jocko & Malena were in Germany in late September while Alan & 

Ann were in Switzerland, so lunch and an overnight visit was 

accomplished in Switzerland.  Beyond the food, was the company – 

hanging out at a couple of the Akers’ favorite places, catching up on 

“Cadet life” and classmates, and just really relaxing the way 

classmates can.  Photo: Jocko Merriam and Alan Aker Overlooking 
Lake Lucerne

Cobeys Send a Family Wedding Picture 

12/26/2011 

Elwood Cobey forwarded a photo as documentation of his and Mary
-Lou’s last contingent liability in the form of a wedding picture taken 

at the reception following the wedding of their daughter, Margaret, to 

Matt Sonduck at the National Press Club in Washington, DC on 

October 22.  To me, this picture really makes a splash because it 

illustrates loyalty, love, and cohesion with not only the Cobey Clan 

but also team mate Keith Harrelson, and room and company mate 

Bob Echols. Photo: A final Cobey Wedding and great 2011 photo: 
Keith Harrelson, Dawson Granade, Jennifer Harrelson, Sally 
Granade, Margaret Granade, Mary Granade, Anna Turmail, Lily 
Turmail, Eve-Lyn Turmail, Brian Turmail, Mary-Lou Cobey, George 
Turmail, Margaret Sonduck, Matt Sonduck, Elwood Cobey, Kate 

Cobey, Will Cobey, Alex Cobey, Whitney Cobey, Bob Echols, Jo Echols, Chris Cobey

Jim Orahood Still Fits at BallState and West Point 

12/26/2011 

When we lament that about the only piece of our old uniforms that still fits are our black ties, Jim 
Orahood rubs it in by showing that he could fit into his greens last year, and then sent a snapshot 

from the Ball State game this fall to show that he could still fit into his gray jacket.  I take solace in 

the fact that the picture was cropped to a point that we could not see whether or not he could zip the 

jacket.  Jim also mentioned that Paul Decoursey and Mike Soice were at the game too, but he didn’t 

describe their attire. Photo: Jim Orahood at the Ball State game in Muncie, IN last fall

 

 

 

 

 

About a month later, as one of the most significant Commandants in USMAPS history, Jim visited 

the new Poopschool digs atWest Point (next to ski slope, golf course, and across from the hospital).  As you can see, he eased up on the 

uniform issue. Photo: Jim Orahood at the New Poopschool



The Air Force Game as an E3 and F3 Reunion Excuse 

12/26/2011 

Photo: Jack Bussa, Joe Henry, and Bob Stroud at a local Colorado Mecca during their E3 reunion

While pulling together the logistics that draw classmates from all over, Joe Henry and Chuck Jones ensured that their traditional E3 

reunion was all part of it.  Jack & Marilyn Bussa flew in from Janesville, Wisconsin, Joe & Judy Creeden flew in from upstate New 

York (but play golf in the warmer climes), and Bob & Eileen Stroud flew in from Maryland. Photos: (l) Tom & Judy Martin with Larry 
Stevenson and Joe Henry reveling in retirement, (r) Robby Robinson demonstrating how Rick Rhoades pulls on his Shenandoah Valley 
farming coveralls while wine tasting



 

Since Les & Cindy Krohnfeldt hosted the class gathering after the game, they saw an opportunity to invite old F3 pals Mike & Samar 
Fay from Montana and Bill & Lisa Easton from Minnesota to stay with them.  Photos: (l) Chuck Jones, Cheryl Stevenson, and Bill 
Easton at Les & Cindy Krohnfeldt’s après loss gathering, (r) Mike Fay and Gary Halstead at the Krohnfeldts’ après loss gathering

 

The Air Force Game as a Gathering for Locals 

12/26/2011 

Photo (above): Chuck Canella and Bob Hensler sporting their post plebe year collars at the Army-AF tailgate



We caught up with locals Chuck Canella (nursing neck surgery that repaired vertebrae he maintains were damaged as a plebe in A1 and 

acting as point man for Bob Hensler’s comparable surgery), Mike Fellows, Gary & Patti Halstead (traveling, skiing, and golfing), Tom 
& Judy Martin, Robbie & Cathy Robinson (Robbie is trying retirement again so he can hunt with Chuck Jones, ski with Gary 

Halstead, and row with Jock Merriam), Larry & Cheryl Stevenson (Larry retired from Lockheed Martin last summer and is refining his 

bucket list), and Bob Uhler (tapering off and has relinquished his MWH Global President/CEO position for that of Executive 

Chairman). Photo (below): Bob & Randy Hensler at the 2011 Army-AF Tailgate

It was great to visit with Bob & Randy Hensler at the tailgate.  We had not seen them since we were courtyard mates atLeavenworth.  

Bob left full time employment end of July after a six month stint in Australia working a training project with the Australian Defense 

Force and U.S. Pacific Command.  While there he slipped across to South Island of NZ and did a "Bucket List" hunt.  After full recovery 

from Bob’s "neck replacement" surgery, the Henslers will split their year between homes in Colorado and Hawaii. Photo (below): Bob 
Hensler reports that Santa might be a little late this year

The Air Force Game as an Afterthought to Grandkids 

12/26/2011 

We knew that we’d see Dick & Kathy Shipley in Colorado since their son and daughter-in-law live close toColorado Springs with the 

Shipley’s two grand kids.  Kathy loves to babysit because it keeps her in shape for eventual United Airlines flight attendant call back.  

Dick just looks sleep deprived during these sessions between homes in San Antonio and Eastern Washington State. Photo: Dick & Kathy 
Shipley nabbed for PDA and taking a grandkid break



After talking with the Hostlers and Shipleys, Vic & Pat Hiatt thought a family reunion at an Army –Air Force game would be just the 

ticket since son, Michael, was an Alcoa U grad and the Florida-based Hiatt clan felt that they could use a break from the heat.  The Hiatts 

sat on the Air Force side and seemed to have more fun in the second half than we did.  After the game, the fam headed for Breckenridge 

for some more “chill” time. Photo: Pat & Vic Hiatt at the Army-AF Game wearing all the cold weather gear they own

We were pleasantly surprised to see Jocko & Melana Merriam at the après loss gathering.  They explained that their son lives in 

Colorado, the grandchildren called, and they can never pass up a chance to be with classmates.  Photo: Bob Uhler with Melena & Jocko 
Merriam at the Krohnfeldts’ apre loss party

The Air Force Game as an Excuse 

12/26/2011 



Folks who just seem to show up at games include Tom Beierschmitt (Army’s #1 fan) and Olie Johnson (retired and free to follow 

Army football because it never comes to South Carolina).  Tom was the first person to advise me about the problems going on at 

PennState – unfortunately, he chose to tell me while we were in a restroom at the game… Photo:(l) Tom Beierschmitt at the 2011 Air 
Force Game, (r) Olie Johnson at the 2011 Air Force Game

 

Dutch & Megan Hostler took a break from their western states tour to attend an AOG/WPS gathering at a country/golf club operated by 

Dan Winter and to provide football tickets to begging company mates.  Whenever you are in Colorado Springs and want a great meal 

with excellent wine parings, call Dan. Photo: Dan Winter and Dick Shipley at Dan’s Club in Colorado Springs

Tom Jewell reported that since Gretchen's son lives in Arvada,Colorado, they thought that they’d combined a visit with them and the 

game as they have for the last three games at Colorado Springs.  They were originally going to the Army/Navy game but Tom got a 

request fromUnionCollege to go to New Zealand with the mini-term abroad, so they passed their tickets on to Tom’s son, Jim. 

Photo: Gretchen & Tom Jewell at the 2011 Air Force Game



Notes From the November DC Area Class Luncheon 

12/26/2011 

Thanks to Gordon Tillery for providing the following:

New faces (not regulars): Sam Brooks (still recovering nicely), Glen Hewitt (on glide slope to retire from FAA), Sandy Cohn, and 

Fred Hoblit (who has departed SAIC and is now available for T&E consulting work)

Dave Ohle couldn’t make it because he’s hunkered down at Casa Ohle in Mexico.

Tom McNaugher continues to support West Point SCUSA Conferences on scene.

Bill Nash and Chuck Hawkins were in the Far East – guess it’s best we don’t ask

Eric Thomas is transitioning into semi-retirement and moving to BirminghamAL.

Henry Riser presented a thank-you tribute to George Shoener for organizing last year’s C3 mini reunion cruise.

Dick Steiner reported that C-2 classmates Brian Utermahlen, Jack Reed, and Bill Jeffries (latest is Culture and High Performance and 

a fourth Christian Madison book is coming) all have published books in time for the holidays. Dick brought a copy of Brian’s latest – 

Pass in Review – DUTY,” the 1st of a trilogy.  $17.99 at http://www.amazon.com/Pass-Review-DUTY-Brian-

Utermahlen/dp/146115975X.  This may be a sign why C2 guys always had term papers in on time.

Craig O’Connor donated a week in his West Virginia guest cottage to the Veteran’s Day CAUSE Gala silent auction.

Two Classmates/Company Mates/Lawyers/New Grandparents 

12/26/2011 

As providence would have it, Dutch Hostler and Gary Roberson became grandparents within two weeks of each other.  Gary’s & 

Cookie’s grandson, Renso Cardoso, was born in late November in Honolulu while Dutch’s & Megan’s granddaughter, Olivia Mae Iolani 

Hostler, arrived in very early December.  All of the Robersons and Hostlers will gather inHonolulu after the Army-Navy Game for a big 

family Christmas celebration.

Two Classmates/Husbands/Fathers/Lawyers Die Due to Falls 

12/26/2011 

Incredibly more tragically, we were stunned to hear that we lost Ken Moran and Lew Robertson within 10 days of each other due to 

falls.  Ken lived in Midlothian, VA and is survived by his bride, Linda, and children Patrick, Lisa, and Megan.  Lew divided his time 

between homes in Fair Haven, New Jersey, West Hartford, Connecticut, and Aspen-Snowmass, Colorado with his bride, Justine, and has 

two stepchildren – Stephanie and Boyd.  To date no classmate has stepped forward to write Memorial Articles.

Parting Shots 

12/26/2011 

Rabble, this is a wonderful and horrible time of year.  We have had been blessed with some marvelous adventures, and our hearts go out 

to those classmate families that are having to deal with the grief of a first holiday season without a loved one.  Our ranks continue to 



shrink but our obligations carry on to an ever greater degree – Memorial Articles, family, living above the common level, and giving 

those who have served a hand up.  Please remember our class Scholarship Fund for the Children of West Point Graduates Killed in 

Action, the needs of our Wounded Warriors.  Churchill said, "We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give."  

No one else can do what we can because YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.
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1968 Class Notes  

Class Holiday Greetings 

3/16/2012 

Bob & Carol Shimp seem to spend as much out time of Texas than in.  Last year, they traveled to Argentina, Uruguay, Athens and The 

Greek Isles, Florida, Illinois, Oklahoma, Washington, and Hawaii (where they caught up with Steve & Pam Marcuccilli).  When at 

home, they play consummate host to friends and participate in fundraisers for their missions and charities.

There was lots of exotic travel in the Rick & Ann Wright household too – only most of it was done by Ann.  While Ann was touring 

from Rio de Janeiro to Ft Lauderdale (via the Amazon River to Manaus), Berlin, Poland, Hungary, Czech Republic and Slovakia, and a 

Western US tour from South Dakota through Wyoming, Utah, Arizona, and Colorado visiting seven National Parks, Rick traveled 

mostly up and down I-395 and up and down the elevator at IDA’s office building in Alexandria.  Rick and Ann did get together to visit 

Rick’s Dad in California a couple of times.  Rick has now put his acquisition skills to work by purchasing home renovation materials and 

then selecting a contractor to actually do the work.

Bob & Trish Alexander celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary last August at Hilton Head and then went to Fort Bragg, where it all 

started for them, to visit some old friends. Tricia continues to volunteer at the Court Appointed Special Advocate program in 

theSuffolk,VA area, is active in the Officer Wives Club, and heads up the local Red Hat Chapter, while Bob continues to sweat out the 

various consultant vs. Government ins and outs currently at Ft Eustis.  Bob started out as a senior ORSA under a Defense contract at Ft 

Monroe, but BRAC got him moved to Ft Eustis.  He still travels a lot to Forts Benning, Sill, and Huachuca, and will be the emcee at the 

Hampton Roads Society Founders Day.

Jim & Diana Jennings sent greetings and set the example for the 

holiday season – honor and relish the family.

 

Photo left – “The Jennings family Christmas – Anna Marie, Jim, 

Irene (Mom), John Paul, and Diana”

 

John & Frances Dallen are still learning about their new digs inTexas.  To locals, they live in Sun City, to Texans, they live 

inGeorgetown.  To the rest of us, they’ll tell you that they live inAustin.  Their home improvement chore pretty much consists of 

dragging rocks from a random position in the back yard to a random position somewhere else to improve the view from their patio – 

Texas Feng Shui.  For a break, they took a trip into the Rockies around Montana, visited several National Parks, and visited family and 

friends in Oregon.

Jack & Bobbi Munson see little reason to leave their Shangri-La in Delaware – except for a long weekend to Curaçao with family 

where they could drink Piña Coladas and swim in the warm ocean while Hurricane Irene visited the East Coast.  Back home, Bobbi has 

taken up golf because it’s great exercise, challenging and there’s a golf course out their back door.  She doesn’t understand that you just 

can’t hit the ball without having to concentrate on the minutiae of foot, shoulder, and head placement, and form…  On the other hand, 

Jack has decided that bowling is his sport because he can play in between beers and he gets rewarded for knocking stuff down.  They 



really know how to make us feel old when they mentioned that their daughter, Erin, was promoted to LtCol in the AF and will transfer in 

June to McCord-Lewis Joint Base to be part of a C-17 Squadron.

Fred & Nancy (Dancy) Hoblit are a little more serious about golf.  Since Fred still sees himself as between jobs, and Nancy has come to 

enjoy her semi-retired status, “road trips” are in order.  Fred and his brother traveled to Houston to play in a Wounded Warrior Charity 

tournament.  Then the Hoblits went out to California to Sony Studios and Venice Beach for sand trap practice.  Suited to the West, they 

went to and played golf during Fred’s 8th grade and family reunion inPhoenix andSedona,Arizona.  They also used a family reunion as an 

excuse to play at courses atHolden Beach,NC.  At home, Fred & Nancy feel quite comfortable at the Army-Navy Country Club courses.

Last year was the year for Ray Puffer’s retirement after over 22 

years working and researching at RPI.  Some of his and Robin’s 

calendar won’t change – spring in theBahamas and June onCape 

Cod.  Now, Ray has time for more time with the grand kids, golf, 

landscaping, tending their fruit orchard, and woodworking.  Instead 

of refurbishing vintage sports cars, Ray has now adopted an antique 

Caterpillar tractor that he plans to restore.

Photo right – “Ray & Robin with grandsons Travis (6) and Gavin 

(4)”

 

After attending the Army-Air Force fiasco, Mike & Samar Fay felt that it was time to re-engage with the class in at least written form.  

Year before last, after a trip to visit Les & Cindy Krohnfeldt in Denver, Mike & Samar coaxed the Krohnfeldts and Bill & Lisa Easton 

to their spread in Montana, which Mike relates was the beginning of his hibernation.  After the Krohnfeldts’ and Eastons’ departure, the 

Fays travelled to Tennessee, where, after five summers of work, Mike graduated from Swanee with a Doctor of Ministry.  Then, back to 

Colorado and up to Canada for a fishing holiday, and back to Montana for 108+ inches of snow and two record floods.  After spending 

their 40th anniversary touring Spain and Morocco, Samar was not impressed with the 41st anniversary cruise in their back yard in four 

feet of water.

Renata Price has left her Principal position at Booz Allen Hamilton to join MBO as an Independent Consultant to provide assistance and 

subject matter expertise in areas associated with Federal Government Science and Technology programs and organizations.

Jim Hargis still lives inJonesboro,AR, and has for almost 31years.  Both of his daughters married last year and Jim is now home as an 

empty nester with all the bills.  He is interested in actually hiking theAppalachian Trail – not like they do it in SC or Ranger (travel light, 

quick, and not far) – with classmates this summer.  If you are interested contact Jim through the AOG or me and I’ll get you in touch.

Don Jones forwarded a picture of himself after a 68 mile bike ride.  He strongly advocates biking for exercise, preserving knees, and 

fashion.

 

Photo left – “Don Jones after pedaling 68 Miles”

Jared Florance reported that he and Sandra had a great Christmas inVermont with all three kids and two wives (one announcing a 

coming grandchild) in attendance.  One child attends medical school at his alma mater, another is on a fellowship to get his MBA at 

Notre Dame, and the youngest (USMA 2006) is a Captain in Special Forces inColorado while his wife finishes her PhD atBoulder. 

 Needless to say, the report was that energy around the house was boundless.



Chuck Canella is out of his neck brace, retired from Northrop Grumman 

in December, was hired by Raytheon in January, and is working with 

Henry & Karen Riser’s oldest son.

Dave 

Martin’s daughter moved back from Australia after five years, and 

then got married on the beach of Hanalei Bay in Kauai last October.  The Pres/CEO of Ameripac in New Jersey also wanted to let us 

know that Dave was his company’s guest at the AUSA convention and golf outing in Florida.

Photo right – “Dave Martin at Hanalei Bay last fall”

Despite some health problems, Ed Garrison finds great comfort in classmates.  He had an office next to Ed Hobbs and enjoys seeing 

Marv Belasco, Dick Shipley, Andy Silverthorn, Dennis Rosenberry, and John Gonzales at Founders Day celebrations.  In December, 

he visited with Joaquin & Jan Perez onKauai – an occasion when you pick up on an old friendship and it was as if they were room 

mates the day before.  He’s right when he says, “You can never have too many friends.”

Mindless Optimism 

3/16/2012 

Allan Crecelius forwarded an unprintable photo of himself and Tom Mannle ('71) at the November Army- Rutgers game at Yankee 

Stadium. Allan & Sandy flew out fromSan Diego to Northern Jersey and stayed with friends while Tom (an AOG cruising friend) came 

down fromBoston.  Allan says that Yankee Stadium is a great venue for a football game, but the outcome cost him tickets for he and 

Sandy to see the play "War Horse" atLincolnCenter.

From the few folks who we have heard from that attended the Army-Navy Game, the resounding thought was, “Not the outcome I was 

looking forward to.”  Among those who wrote in were: Jack Munson, Dave Martin, Ray Puffer (who saw Paul Joseph and Jeff 

Rogers), Gary Roberson, and Dutch Hostler. 

Skip Greeby met Kip Prahl (USNA 67 a retired Admiral) at Stanford in 1972 and have had a running bet on the game -- loser takes 

winner and wife to dinner at any restaurant of his choice – since then.  He remembers Kip standing in a restaurant singing On Brave Old 

Army Team the year that we had won our 5th in a row.  This year – after 10 straight Navy victories – a veritable Decade of Dominance, 

there was no singing but much Dom Perignon.  What should we be looking for after 10 years?

Bill Jeffries Continues Writing, Traveling, and Leading 

3/16/2012 

Although Bill Jeffries and his family still use their bastion in Indiana as home base, they don’t stay there for long.  The kids are 

beginning to find their way in the world, Cheryl supports the family fixation with baseball (attended the NY Yankees Fantasy Camp for 

Woman in Tampa last year), and Bill continues to travel to book signings, create more books to sign, and improve on his leadership and 

Myers-Briggs Type Indicator training.  His latest book in print is Culture and High Performance and is writing a fourth novel in the 



Christian Madison series which requires him to travel to Europe and Costa Rica for “research.”  Bill’s MBTI training courses normally 

emphasize organizational uses for HR senior execs and consultants, fetch a pretty penny, and are well attended.  Recently, he is 

collaborating with former Vietnam POW Capt Charlie Plumb to produce a full day class entitled Escape From Mediocrity. 

Pete Swan and the Space Elevator 

3/16/2012 

Pete Swan dropped a note to tell us that his current focus is golf (lessons every week and he just shot his age – when you subtract a 

handicap of 19) and beautiful retirement living in Paradise Valley, Arizona.  He then went on to say that Cathy is still active with the 

Phoenix Art Museum as a Master Docent and the two of them continue to attend "rocket science" activities – Paris every March, 

Octobers in Cape Town, Naples, Italy, etc...  They still contribute to the community in areas such as space elevators (two books) and 100 

year Star Ships. When I asked him if he had taken up peyote or other inhalable vegetable matter he referred me to www.isec.info – the 

International Space Elevator Consortium web site.  Not bad for a retiree since I’m still trying to figure out why glue doesn’t stick to the 

inside of the bottle and what would happen if there were no hypothetical questions.

Single Malt Sipping Society – New Years and North Carolina Edition 

3/16/2012 

In a way to ring in the New Year, Henry & Karen Riser joined 

John & Margie Hedley at the Gerards’ home to see what damage 

they could do to our single malt stash and everyone’s livers.  I’m told 

a good time was had, big bites were allowed (plus some nibbling), 

and big dents were made in the stash and organs.  Other usual 

suspects – Vic & Pat Hiatt, and Dutch & Megan Hostler – had 

other saner plans with kids and grand kids in warmer climes.

Photo – “Henry Riser, the class waiter, and John Hedley on New 

Years Eve 2011”

Liebs Host Mini-Reunion 

3/16/2012 

The Risers didn’t have much time to return home before they had to repack for a gathering at the Lieb compound in Naples, Florida. 

Since Charlie & Janet weren’t invited to this year’s Super Bowl, they decided to spend part of the winter away from Minnesota at their 

condo in Naples.  Since John & Resa Wing didn’t think that this year’s Super Bowl would be as much fun as last year’s with the Liebs, 

they joined the Liebs in Florida along with company and honeymoon mates Stott & Bobbie Carleton, and Henry & Karen.  Although 

last summer had been good in Maine for boating and lobstering, Stott needed a warm breather after stowing traps and boats due to knee 

replacement surgery in the fall.  Recovery continued well in Florida with the help of stimulating conversation and numbing adult 

beverages.

F2 Zoo Mini-Reunion (redux) 

3/16/2012 

After reading my pathetic gibberish about last year’s Zoo mini-reunion hosted by David Clemm, Jim Jennings, Terry Holland, and 

Jim Swinney took pity on me and sent some pictures and more info.  Besides David, Jim, Terry, Jim, and Frank Nader and his new 

bride, Connie (who everyone took to), others in attendance were Tom Beierschmitt, Charlie Beckwith Dwight Lee, Chuck Mahan, 

Ed Mendoza, and Mike Palone.  While Terry was chatting with Connie for the first time, she asked him what his affiliation was with 

the group (face it, Terry is one who has aged the least in the class), he told her that he was Mahan's son.  Other news includes Charlie 



Beckwith being really into his gardens and has taken up serious rose raising, and David Clemm is  very active in stock options trading.  

Chuck Mahan enjoys being a consultant and is on the TELOS and Fisher House Foundation (provides free lodging and food for families 

that are at our national medical facilities in support of Wounded Warriors) Boards.  Jim Swinney is retiring from Cyveillance/QinetiQ 

North America at the end of March to spend more time with his and Lucille’s nine grand children and other more spiritually and 

internally profitable pursuits.  Ed Mendoza and his friend, Kay Gill plan to be married in time for the next Zoo mini-reunion that they 

will host in Augusta in April.  Other Zoo plans include (at least for Clemms, Beierschmitt,Holland, and Swinneys) a trip 

toNormandy,France in October/November 2012.

Photo left – “Jim Jennings, Charlie Beckwith, David Clemm, and 

Terry Holland atEden– a Zoo mini-reunion”

Photo right – “Chuck Mahan, Frank Nader, and Mike Palone 

enjoying the F2 Zoo mini-reunion”

Photo left – “Frank Nader, Tom Beierschmitt, and Terry Holland at 

the F2 Zoo mini-reunion”

F1 Mini-Reunion Cruise 

3/16/2012 

During the first week of March, seven F-1 classmates and their brides 

pulled together a first mini-reunion for that company with a safe 

(Celebrity Eclipse) cruise of the Caribbean.  Gordon Tillery reported 

that the weather was great; ship was perfect (didn’t capsize and all 

power systems functioned), ports were excellent, no one got sick, and 

a wonderful time was had by all. 

 

Photo-“F1 mini reunion cruise in March: Don & Lydia McLane; 

Fred & Mary Johnson; Paul & Carol DeCoursey; Gordon & Elsie 

Tillery; Robbie & Cathy Robinson; Norm & Linda O’Meara; and 

Fred & Sallie Shahid" 

 

 

H2 New Grandfathers (redux) 

3/16/2012 



Forgive me for dwelling on three very special events that affected three old room mates 

from one company who were in or attended each others weddings and weddings of their 

kids.  They go back a ways in a manner that very few in the world but all in our class can 

understand.  First came Gary & Cookie Roberson’s grandson, Renzo Cardoso, who was 

born in late November inHonolulu. Gary’s & Cookie’s daughter, Kristi, presented her 

parents with their first grand child.  I’m not sure that this event helped Gary’s & Cookie’s 

son, Wil, in his decision to wed, but stay tuned for reports from his pending nuptials in our 

next set of Notes.  That event will give three old room mates and new grandfathers an 

opportunity to compare notes in person.

Photo – “Gary Roberson with his first grandson, Renzo”

 

Interestingly enough, Dutch & Megan 

Hostler’s granddaughter, Olivia Mae Iolani Hostler, arrived in very early December 

in Honolulu. 

Photo Left – “Olivia Mae Iolani Hostler being carried by grandfather Dutch”

Then, our son, Rob, in a sincere 

demonstration of settling down, 

helped (his bride did most of it) 

present us with his first child and 

our fourth grandchild and second 

granddaughter on the second 

Sunday in December.  The 

important thing is that all three 

grandchildren are healthy and help 

cement lasting treasured memories.

Photo right – “Valentina Gerard with her Papou”

 

 

Happy Texas Independence Day 

3/16/2012 

Relatively recent Texans Dick & Kathy Shipley celebrated Texas’ 176th birthday near their home at theAlamo in March with a few 

friends – including the great great great grandson of Davy Crockett.  Dick is still trying to figure out why they call it tourist season inSan 

Antonio when it’s still illegal to shoot them.

Photo – “David P. Crockett, Kathy & Dick Shipley, and ‘COL Travis’ at theAlamo176 years later”



Steve Herman Family Loss 

3/16/2012 

Steve Herman shared that his beloved bride of only 40 years, Carole, lost her difficult and protracted battle with liver cancer and passed 

away on December 17.  Always one to keep spirits positive, Steve mentioned how well and accomplished his and Carole's daughters are 

doing in the areas of family, education, and medicine in theBoston area, and how happy and proud Carole was to know that they are gong 

to significantly contribute to humankind.

Be Thou at Peace 

3/16/2012 

Mike Ruiz lost his long battle with cancer and passed away on the evening of 4 March.  He is survived by his bride, Nancy and their 

three children.  Mike will be interred at Arlington National Cemetery on 10 May at 1500 hours.  Bill Matlach has volunteered to write 

Mikes Memorial Article.  From the emails that I have received, Mike and Nancy were close to and loved by many classmate 

families. Nancy appreciates your support and attendance atArlington in May, and Bill can definitely use your remembrances of Mike.  

As a follow-up to the comment in our last Notes, Lewis H. Robertson’s company mate Fred Klein stepped up to coordinate Lewis’ 

Memorial Article.  He and his bride, Margo, were close to Lewis & Justine and Fred is also in contact with Lewis’ sister.  What he 

wants is classmate input – primarily from members of the swim team since he has already canvassed A3.

Parting Shots 

3/16/2012 

Rabble, our future can only be maintained on a positive side if we stay together and focus on what has always sustained us – we as room 

mates, team mates, club mates, company mates, and classmates.  Mix that with strong family ties, doing our duty, and remembering all 

the good that we have experienced, received, and been part of.  We do not totally pass as long as we are remembered by the right folks.  

Remember our warriors currently serving, our class initiative to help kids of grads who fell in battle and other projects, and keep in touch 

and share because YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.
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1968 Class Notes  

Greg Camp Announces Issue of US Infantry Soldier Silver Dollar 
6/7/2012 

Greg Camp reported that, in 2006, the Infantry Foundation embarked on legislation to authorized and direct the US Mint to produce a 

commemorative Infantry Soldier Silver Dollar.  Only two commemorative programs are allowed each year.  The project required that 

two thirds of the members of the House and Senate had to co-sponsor the commemoration authorization bill that stipulated the coin 

would be minted at West Point.  It took two years to get that done, and President Bush signed the bill into law in October 2008 for 

implementation in 2012.  The new Infantry commemorative coin was ! launched"  in February when 18 Command Sergeants Major 

marched onto the Fort Benning parade ground to give the newly minted coin to the graduates of Infantry basic training #  newly minted 

Infantrymen.  In March, the coin was jumped into Doughboy Stadium at Fort Benning by the Silver Wings parachute team and used as 

the game coin for the Army Spring football game which was the first time the game was ever played outside West Point.  The mint can 

produce up to 350,000 coins but no more.  Within the first four weeks of the coin becoming available, nearly half of that number was 

sold.  The coin can only be purchased at www.usmint.gov/catalog.  The Infantry Foundation and Museum at Fort Benning #  and 

institution that Greg has poured so much into #  receives $10 for each coin sold.

Gary Halstead and Greg also head up the committee to ensure all of our classmates receive an appropriate Memorial Article in TAPS.  

Dale Hansen is also great source of support for Memorial Article authors.

Founders Day Bursts 
6/7/2012 

Apparently, for the most part, most classmates who attended Founders Day 

celebrations around the world are also in the witness protection program because, 

although we received greetings, no pictures were provided. For the one photo we did 

receive, there was no report.

Photo: Steve Frushour at the San Antonio Founders Day

Bob Alexander dropped an email to express his sadness about the passing of Mike 

Ruiz and let us know that he is working with the Army at Ft Eustis as a Senior Opns 

Researcher after he left Ft Monroe.  He travels a lot to Battle Labs at Forts Benning, 

Sill, and Huachuca, and is involved with a couple of military fraternal organizations 

including the Hampton Roads West Point Society where he was the Emcee for 

Founders Day last March.  Look for Bob at the August Leadership Conference 

atWest Point.

Tay Yoshitani and family are still in Seattle.  He attended Founder's Day, talked with David Olmstead and heard the Supe$s update.



Jon Dodson took a quick breather from his Wounded Warrior duties to attend the DC Founders Day bash with his bride, Aj.  He 

reported seeing Terry & Kristine Wong, and a rare sighting of Dave & Susan Ohle, who apparently flew in fromMexico just for the 

occasion.

Real Retirements 
6/7/2012 

Tom Simmons announced that he finally hung up his medical shingle in Kansas at the end of March.  While he vows to become !more 

involved,"  he didn$t say what he would be involved in.  He and Wanda purchased a home in Austin, TX #  close to their two 

granddaughters and Dick & Kathy Shipley in San Antonio.  In the mean time, thanks to new DOD contracting rules and the slow-down 

in the airline industry, the Shipleys are finding that they have more time to spend at their ever expanding lake chalet inWashington and 

with their grand kids inColorado.

Marv Wooten reported that he retired at the end of March from his web/design business and has taken up mountain biking.  Marv¶s & 

Ann¶s older son was picked up for Battalion Command and will take a Cav Sqdrn atFortCarson early next year.  Their older daughter 

and her family have served inAfghanistan for almost 10 years working for a Non Government Organization.  Their other daughter works 

inColorado Springs for a company based inAustralia, and their younger son has a wonderful volunteer position also inColorado Springs.

Last April, Chuck Jones sent some details regarding the retirement 

ceremony in Colorado   Springs of Bob Clarke after 44 years of 

federal service, at which he was presented the Outstanding Civil 

Servant Award.  Bob retired from the Army in 1996 as Chief of Staff 

of the National Defense University. He then spent 12 years as a 

contractor, both in the Pentagon and Colorado Springs.  Finally, in 

2007 he joined the J8 of NORAD and NORTHCOM as a GS 15. Bob 

& Anneliese were joined at the ceremony and celebration by Jay 

Francis, Gary Halstead, Bob & Randy Hensler, Chuck Jones, Les & Cindy Krohnfeldt, Larry & Cheryl Stevenson, Steve & Ellie 

Williams, and Marv Wooten to wish him well.  The Clarkes live in Woodland Park, CO, and have two grown and married children 

who live in the DC area. Bob isn't sure what he plans to do in retirement, but swears he'll start attending the monthly class luncheons now 

that he doesn't have any excuses regarding his job.

Photo: Bob Hensler, Chuck Jones, Bob Clarke, Larry Stevenson, Les Krohnfeldt, Joe Henry, Jay Francis, Gary Halstead, and Steve 

Williams at Bob Clarke’s retirement ceremony

Dan Robinson dropped a note to say he finally retired from teaching and photography, and he &Miranda now live inOxford,England. 

While they still get toLondon monthly, they don't miss the grind of life there.

Classmate Authors 
6/7/2012 

Brian Utermahlen$s new book, DUTY, is the first of a trilogy under the title of PASS IN REVIEW.  The trilogy is admittedly inspired by 

Once an Eagle by Anton Myrer and is about men and women totally involved in the love-hate relationship of military service to country 

based on three generations in the 20th Century.  Woven throughout this saga is the historically accurate story of Dwight Eisenhower, 

Omar Bradley, George Patton, Douglas MacArthur, and other graduates.  The book can be acquired through Amazon.com.  Brian$s first 

novel #  The Hoffman File - was published in 1983 by DELL.



Monte Anderson¶s latest book is a free novelette (20 pages) entitled Angels and Gargoyles, and was published as a multi-format e-book 

by Smashwords (http://www.smashwords.com/b/149430).  It$s a humorous story of an angel and gargoyle that fall in love and want to 

get married and may have some content unsuitable for readers under 17, but not so bad when it$s read with one hand.  Monte is looking 

to put together an e-book about the funny side of combat. Yeah, we all know that war is hell and a serious affair, but, as Paul Baerman 

pointed out in his Big Al, Zombies, and the Man on the Moon, war has other sides #  funny things do happen, and we laugh at them #  in 

time.  For many of us, it is our sense of humor that helped us get through a lot of stuff #  including Plebe Year.  Laughing is good exercise 

too. Monte wants to put those incidents and that funny stuff in a book.  Whoever contributes will be appropriately recognized, so if you 

feel inclined, go to www.monteranderson-author.com #  click on "Non-Fiction," then "Humor in War Zones," read the guidelines, and 

have at it.

A Smarter E-3 Mini-Reunion 
6/7/2012 

Chuck Jones also reported that the E-3 bunch had their annual golf 

mini-reunion in Palm Springs, CA in early February.  Apparently, 

their brides have gotten them to see the light that a Company golf 

outing is not a good idea over Valentine$s Day unless they are 

included and properly wooed.  Earl Newsome (Texas) was again the 

gracious host, setting up the tee times and coordinating all of their 

activities.  Joe Guignon (Virginia) arranged for (non-medical) 

strokes for every one's game to level the playing field.  Jack Bussa 

(Wisconsin) kindly allowed the guys to once again crash his family 

golf outing.  Jack's brothers and cousin were co-hosts and 

contributed to the coffers that made the outing even more interesting. 

Also attending were Jess Gatlin (Virginia), Joe Creeden (Georgia), 

Bill Flowers (California), and Chuck Jones (Colorado).  Since Earl 

and Jack had already set everything up, and no other company anted 

up, the E-3 gang adopted and included Gary Halstead (B-2 from Colorado) and Gordy Zophy (E-1 from DC) as honorary members.

Photo: The (mostly) E-3 non-Valentine’s Day 2012 golf outing in Palm Springs: Jess Gatlin, Joe Creeden, Chuck Jones, Gary Halstead, 

Gordy Zophy, Joe Guignon, and Earl Newsome

A First F-1 Mini-Reunion Cruise 
6/7/2012 

Thanks to Gordon Tillery for reporting that Fred Shahid put 

together a first ever F-1 mini-reunion for seven class and company 

mates and their brides which entailed a cruise throughout the 

Caribbean (destination: who cares #  it$s the Caribbean and was 

winter in the US) beginning during the first week of March.  The 

after action report was concise and meaningful:  weather was great; 

seas were calm; ship was perfect (did not capsize and all power 

systems functioned); ports were interesting; meals were memorable; 

company was enchanting; everyone really had a wonderful time.  The prevailing feeling was that it was encouraging to note that, despite 

all the years that have passed since we first dropped our bag at a sally port, everyone seemed to still be kids at heart #  even the old 

poopschoolers (especially after seeing Fred Johnson’s white teeth and tattoo).



Photo: F-1 Cruisers: Don & Lydia McLane; Fred & Mary Johnson; Paul & Carol DeCoursey; Gordon & Elsie Tillery; Robbie & Cathy 

Robinson; Norm & Linda O’Meara; and Fred & Sallie Shahid

 

Another Zoo Mini-Reunion 
6/7/2012 

Kay Gill, Ed Mendoza's bride of just a month, was not only 

introduced to, but hosted the F-2 Zoo during its annual mini-reunion 

in April in Augusta.  Since Kay had been in the catering business in 

Texas for many years, she #  along with Peggy Belasco and Lucile 

Swinney (the other brides were far too wise to get mixed up with this 

company gaggle) #  handled the hosting part with an élan and aplomb 

beyond the attendees$ dreams.  Jim Swinney raved that the 

Mendozas rolled out the red carpet in their spacious abode and were 

wonderful hosts.  To repay Ed & Kay's generosity, Jim Jennings 

and Dave Clemm re-wired Ed's entire IP/wi-fi network inside the 

house.  The most excitement was Terry Holland's kayak adventure on the Augusta Canal of the Savannah River.  Terry launched on the 

canal, paddled to the river, got caught in the strong current, and that$s when the real adventure (terror?) began.  When he tried to return 

upstream, he could make no progress #  for three hours #  and the banks were too steep to make a safe landfall.  Fortunately, Jim and 

Dave knew where Terry had launched, found that he had left his cell phone in his truck, and knew where to search for and finally find 

their exhausted and thankful class and company mate.  After everyone got Terry re-hydrated and endured his wild tales, they settled 

down to an uncharacteristically gray competition of West Point Trivia that Ed had created.  After seeing the collection of West Point 

stuff #  Bugle Notes, Bicentennial Book, mugs, WP History, etc. #  Ed displayed prominently around his house, the attendees all decided 

that the often casual seeming Doctor was really a Gray Hog of the first order.  Beneath the white doctor's coat is another coat we call 

!FD."   Ed may not be alone because Dwight Lee and Jim Swinney not only won the trivia contest, but left all other contenders in black, 

gray, and gold dust.  Dwight Lee made golf reservations for the gang through a couple of military friends from Augusta.  Naturally, it 

was a beautiful course and Dwight's knowledge of the course and military friends was impressive.  When Dwight !worked,"  he 

routinely traveled to Ft Gordon over the years at General Dynamics.  In true golfing and Zoo form, Dwight attended the mini-reunion 

while he left Donna behind to prepare for her pending hip replacement surgery.  The Clemm, Mendoza and Swinney families 

coordinated final plans for their trip to Normandy, Somme, and Bastogne battlefields in early November.  At least Dave and Jim are 

studying the battles as though they have a WGR in Art.  The truth comes out about the Zoo%

Photo: Kay Gill Mendoza’s picture of Lucile & Jim Swinney, David Clemm, Peggy & Marv Belasco, Ed Mendoza, Dwight Lee, Jim 

Jennings, and Terry (Nanook) Holland in Augusta for the 2012 Zoo Review

Roberson Nuptials Draw H-2 Classmates 
6/7/2012 

Last fall, while sampling some primo Carolina barbecue with Gary & Cookie Roberson, they mentioned that their son, Will, was 

getting married in Hawaii in late March.  That piece of news led to reminiscing about all the weddings we had mutually attended and 

been involved in #  pretty typical classmate stuff.  The discussion finally precipitated an invitation (Barbara and I dropped enough 

hints).  Since Peter Wallace and his bride, Barbara, spend their time between their condo in Tampa and chateau in the South of France, 

they came only for the camaraderie #  and to see if their time-share was worth keeping.  With their recent blessed event occurring in 

Hawaii (see last report), and the pending PCS of their son from Letterman to Bethesda/Walter Reed, Dutch & Megan Hostler were 



already almost living in Hawaii.  The gathering of classmates is 

always magical, but to witness the nuptials and celebration of Will 

and Cherith, as well as watch Cookie dance to The Hawaiian 

Wedding Song once more was truly wondrous.  Also joining the 

group was Bob Lemansky, who is back in the Islands with Hawaiian 

Air.  As always with classmates, not much changes #  except for a few 

pounds and the fact that everyone wears brimmed hats during the 

day.

Photo: Gary Roberson, Dutch Hostler, Peter Wallace, and Shamoo living a Primo moment in front of Koko Head in the late afternoon

Preppies in Paris 
6/7/2012 

Jim & Rene Orahood planned to spend April in Paris.  Poopschool 

classmate Bill McCauley told Jim that he and Cindy also planned to visit France.  Without too much effort, they made their visits 

coincide.  Bill & Cindy took French lessons while there.  Since Rene speaks fluent French, Jim made do with growing a beard to blend 

in, but continued using deodorant, and was proud that no one mistook him for a Frenchman whenever he opened his mouth...

Photo left: Jim & Rene Orahood and Cindy & Bill McCauley at the D-Day Memorial at Normandy

Photo right:Jim & Rene Orahood – April in Versailles

Jefferies Taken by Yankees 
6/7/2012 

Bill Jefferies boasts that he is the first of our class to wear Yankee 

pinstripes. Not to be outdone, after he sent Cheryl to the first ever 

women's Yankee's Fantasy Camp for her birthday, she gave him the 

one week camp for his birthday in January. His coaches were Bucky 

Dent and Mickey Rivers who allowed him to play eight complete 

games on Steinbrenner Field, batting against David Wells, El Duque, 

Louis Tiant, Jeff Nelson, and Tanyon Stertz, as well as play third 

base and pitch against Roy White, Oscar Gambol, Bucky Dent, 

Mickey Rivers, Homer Bush, and a host of other Yankee greats. Bill 



strongly recommends the experience for any Yankee fan classmate. Autographs are available upon request #  and receipt of a large 

check...

Photo: Bill Jefferies at Yankee Camp

Dan Kaufman Still Leading the Way 
6/7/2012 

As s bit of review, in 2005, after Dan Kaufman gave up his duties as 

Dean at West Point and retired from the Army, he became the charter 

president of the Georgia Gwinnett College, Northern Georgia #  the 

first new four-year college in Georgia in over 100 years. The college 

admitted its first students in 2006 and its first freshman class. The 

programs at Georgia Gwinnett emphasize the innovative use of 

educational technology and an integrated educational experience that 

highlights student intellectual, social and personal development. 

Georgia Gwinnett College is now fully accredited with more than 8,000 students pursuing 40 fields of study. This fall, the school starts 

varsity sports (but no football #  Dan has had enough of that kind of complaining). Since the college has dorms for 1000 students, Dan 

now knows why the Tacs and the Com at West Point were always in such a bad mood. In addition to his duties at the college, Dan is 

Vice Chair of the Georgia Gwinnett College Foundation, and a member of the Board of Directors of the Gwinnett County Chamber of 

Commerce, the Partnership Gwinnett Steering Committee, the Board of Directors of Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful, the Board of 

Directors of the Gwinnett Coalition for Health and Human Services, and the Board of Directors of the Gwinnett Medical Center 

Foundation. He also serves on the Board of Trustees of Riverside Military Academy. So much for slowing down%

Photo: President and Doctor Dan Kaufman at Georgia Gwinnett College

Mike Ruiz at Rest at Arlington 
6/7/2012 

A couple of folks reflected on Mike Ruiz$s interment.  Steve & Kitty 

Rodgers attended and reported that the Old Guard did us all proud 

(band, honor guard, firing party, caisson, etc.).  They met Mike's 

bride, Nancy, and his three children and families at a reception 

beforehand.  Classmates that Steve recognized were Mike Wells, 

Ralph Tildon, Lee Outlaw, and Joe Guignon.  I believe that Bill 

Matlach and Lyle Pirnie were also there -- plus grads from other 

classes Mike had known thru his career. Nancy was surprised and 

greatly touched by all the classmates that attended.  She felt that for 

as sad an occasion it was for her, it was a wonderful day.  Mike was 

laid to rest under a tree and in view of the Pentagon.  The sun shone 

and the Honor guard made it the dignified event that Mike would have wanted it to be. All in attendance walked behind the caisson and 

she was told that the Honor guard respects that fact.  The Arlington representative that was there for them was a former student of Mike's 

when he taught at Smithsburg High school. It really was meant to be for the final event in Mike's life.

Photo:Steve Rogers, Ralph Tildon, and Mike Wells at Mike Ruiz’s Interment at Arlington.

Still Looking After the Troops 



6/7/2012 

For the last three years, John Hedley has been President of Welcome Home Veterans, Inc.  It is an organization founded about 14 years 

ago by a local ex-attack helicopter jock who focused a local coffee shop on veterans.  In its early days, the place barely broke even but 

every Thursday, veterans got free coffee.  When the founder died, John Hedley jumped in with a few other veteran volunteers to keep 

the dream going and establish a place were veterans of all American wars could come and establish some fellowship.  When the coffee 

shop rent went up, John helped find a place down the block that was bigger and cheaper #  and expanded from just a coffee shop to a 

Museum.  The museum came about because veterans -- and their heirs -- would bring in stuff collected during military service so it could 

be rightly displayed and appreciated.  "Our State," the official North Carolina state magazine called the coffee shop "The Most Patriotic 

Coffee Shop in America."  It was and is the only nonprofit coffee shop and living military museum in the US.  In an effort to find more 

permanent digs, John got the shop involved with Toys for Tots, Blue Star Mothers, Flight of Freedom Honor Flights, DAR, Marine 

Corps League, Patriot Guard (of which John bought a Harley bearing the names of all in his VN Recon Platoon and became a member), 

American Legion, Purple Heart Homes (an outfit that builds homes for wounded vets who have physical disabilities), and the Combat 

Veterans Motorcycle Association (of which John is also a member).  In May, after years of scraping, negotiating, and planning, papers 

were signed, a down payment was made, and The Welcome Home Veterans, Inc. Living Military Museum at Richard's Coffee Shop 

moved to a larger and more permanent location.  The ribbon cutting was attended by Joe Galloway (who signed books for everyone and 

gave talks to high school history classes) and Class VP Dutch Hostler.  Dutch came down on his own nickel to honor John for all the 

support he has giving to the class as a Standing Committee member. After looking at us, Joe Galloway stated that his next book will 

probably be entitled We Were Soldiers Once -- And Thin.

John & Resa Wing are involved in restoring the lives and dignity of American 

soldiers who have made major personal sacrifices in Iraq and Afghanistan through 

Operation Grateful Nation (http://www.operationgratefulnation.org/).  The web 

site is quite comprehensive and offers lots of opportunities to pitch in on a 

personal basis.  Infrastructure is taken care of by the organization #  it$s the 

mentors, advisors, volunteers, and educational and career developers that are 

needed.  As you know, Jon Dodson has been a volunteer at the Walter 

Reed/Bethesda Defense Centers of Excellence for Psychological Health & 

Traumatic Brain Injury, the Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Consortium, and 

Wounded Warrior Mentor Program.  He testifies that John¶s and Resa¶s support 

have greatly helped get wounded warriors back on the path to productivity.  All it 

takes is what you already have #  a devotion to duty, your skills, and time.

Photo: Dutch Hostler and John Hedley with Joe & Gracy Galloway at the 

Welcome Home Veterans Coffee Shop and Museum in Mooresville, NC

Sandy Cohn Resting 
6/7/2012 

It was Jon Dodson to initially report that Sandy Cohn had been admitted to Bethesda for recurring heart problems.  This is not the first 

time #  over a decade ago, he had to have a stint inserted.  In celebration of that successful procedure, Sandy¶s bride, Cathy, rewarded 

him with lots of three-egg omelets cooked in butter.  This time, Sandy told Cathy and their children that they should all be as concerned 

as he was #  and that was not at all #  he has been through these tough times before and he knows that all we can do is trust in God and the 

skills of the docs and medics trained to look after us.  Yeah, but how about those who are left behind and not getting to rant about Sandy 

any more?



Parting Shots 
6/7/2012 

Wow.  If you were at rest, you certainly didn$t show it in one place.  We continue to roll with folks we have already shared so much.  I$m 

excited to see what not only the summer but next year and our 45th year reunion will bring #  certainly remembering and rekindling the 

special bond we share.  Obviously, we$re not letting aging get us down #  probably because we$ve discovered that it$s too hard to get back 

up. Keep doing what you$re doing #  and share (we can now publish Notes anytime we want) because YOUR$RE ALL WE$VE GOT.
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Bill Schutsky Inducted Into the 2012 Army Sports Hall of Fame  
9/8/2012 

Last June, the Army Athletic Association announced that Bill Schutsky was inducted into the Army 

Sports Hall of Fame.  Formal introduction and induction will be at the Army-Stony Brook halftime on 

Saturday, September 29, 2012 at Michie Stadium.  Since Bill & Donna are retired and still live in 

Highland Falls, they won’t have to travel too far for the induction and presentation.  While they like 

Highland Falls for lots of reasons – family, friends, and West Point activities – they travel a lot.  Their 

favorite vacation spot is Oahu, where they enjoy the weather, sports, and Steve Marcucilli’s hospitable 

connections to wine, island food, and Kentucky bourbon. 
 

Save This Date – 45th Reunion Memorial Meeting at the Vietnam 
Wall – 9 June 2013  

9/8/2012 

Gordon Tillery reported that Jess Gatlin has acquired a permit for the class to assemble at the 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC on Sunday, June 9, 2013 beginning at 0900.  The DC 

contingent is well on its way to making this class gathering more meaningful than those in the past.  As a 

member of the Congressional Country Club in Bethesda, MD, Rand Allen, has arranged for a cocktail 

party on Saturday, June 8.  Similarly, as a member of the Army Navy Country Club, Fred Hoblit is 

sponsoring us for brunch at the Arlington location after our ceremonies at The Wall.  We must remember 

that, although classmates who live in the DC area will be doing much of the planning and heavy lifting for 

this event, it is a class function and we all need to pitch in.  Since all next of kin of classmates listed on 

the wall are invited, we need to remember a couple of salient items:  We, as a class, need to ensure the 

they need not have to pay for anything at the brunch; and we need classmate volunteers to escort them 

to the location where their loved one is noted on The Wall.  Currently, we are looking for escorts for the 

next of kin for Don Van Cook, Bill Ericson, Denny Johnson, Jim Gaiser, Bill Little, Don Colglaizer, 



Harry Hayes, Rick Hawley, John Darling, Don Workman, Dave Maddux, Doug Wheless, Bill 

Reichert, and Dave Alexander.    
 

Save This Date – 45th Reunion – 19-22 September 2013  
9/8/2012 

In case you missed the earlier announcements, our 45th Reunion will be held between 19 and 22 

September 2013.  Thanks to about half of the class who took the time to participate in a Reunion Survey 

conducted by Dave Clemm, we now need volunteers to plan, coordinate, and execute a myriad of new 

excursions while ensuring we all have enough time to sit back and chill with classmates and their 

significant others.  
 

Save This Date – Marchback with Our Affiliation Class – August 
2014  

9/8/2012 

Pres Miller has signed up another few recruits for the march in 2014.  His participation target remains 

100 classmates to make the march with our 50-year affiliation class – the Class of 2018 – 40 making the 

full march and 60 more strolling the more gentlemanly two miles in from the ski slope.  Don’t be left out. 
 

John Hedley Expands to Celebrate a Real America  
9/8/2012 

As usual, A1 company mates Craig 

Carson andTommy Barnes converged with their 

brides onJohn & Margie Hedley’s manor in early 

July to experience and celebrate Independence Day 

in small town America.  This time, Jim & Lucille 

Swinneyjoined this group of vets to round out and test the load tolerance of John’s M151-A1 golf cart 

during a 4th of July Parade in Troutman, NC.  John lead the way on his Harley while USMA Class of 68 

vets Carson, Barnes, and Swinney tagged along in the OD golf cart and John’s “The Welcome Home 

Veterans” group from Mooresville rode behind in a deuce and a half entered as a “float” that few could 

recognize because they had never served. Photo: Jim Swinney, Craig Carson and Tom Barnes in the Golf 

Cart with John Hedley on his bike at an Independence Day Parade. 



As John is transitioning out of the Welcome Home 

Veterans group, it appears that he’s picking up a new 

cause as a member of the Board of Purple Heart 

Homes – an outfit that builds homes for wounded vets who have physical disabilities in the Carolinas.  To 

bring more classmates together in the Carolinas, John & Margie met Art & Pat Coogler at the Ft Jackson 

Commissary and planned a 68 mini- reunion with classmate families in the area this spring – at my 

house. 

Photo:  Henry & Karen Riser with John & Margie Hedley Planning Another Mini-Reunion. 
 

Terry Wong Flunks Retirement  
9/8/2012 

We reported earlier that Terry Wong retired from the State Department last year, and now we’re told 

that he couldn’t make it to the August DC class lunch because he was inSt Petersburg,Russia on State 

Department business. 
 

Dave Ohle Flunks Retirement Retirement  
9/8/2012 

Last year, Dave Ohle informed us that he was retiring so he could spend more time at his villa in Mexico 

and working on class business.  He had to miss the DC area class lunch because he “had” to travel for his 

new employer, Camber, to Freeport, Bahamas.  Camber is pursuing an opportunity with a company that 

is doing a demonstration in the port of Freeport – the first site to have a muon radiation detection system 

installed that screens cargo containers coming off of cargo ships.  Dave watched and then discussed the 

new system– after someone explained to Dave that a muon was neither a word coined by classmates in 

the Zoo or a really small water faucet but a fundamental particle that is part of the Standard Model of 

particle physics, discovered in 1936, similar to the electron and kept from us during our Cadet days so 

we could stay pro in Nuke.  According to a Presidential Directive, all containers must be screened for 

nuclear materials by October.  While that directive may come true about the time Guantanamo is 

deactivated, companies are now rolling out their technologies to demonstrate that they have the 

capability to be the new innovator that will solve all the Government’s problems.  Dave’s business unit is 



working with such an innovative company and he looks to capture the market – around the world.   
 

Jerry Hansen Passing Retirement Retirement  
9/8/2012 

Jerry Hansen sent a thank you note to all the classmates in the DC area for attending his second 

retirement from DOD service last April.  He says that he and Ana are comfortably settled in Carlsbad, CA 

and loving life.  He still feels badly that he wasn’t able to get to Mike Ruiz’ funeral.   
 

Classmates Peddling Because Others Can’t  
9/8/2012 

Once again, George Fravel has taken up the National 

Multiple Sclerosis Society 150 mile bike ride for a cure to 

MS.  Although he lives in Dowington, Pennsylvania, his ride 

will be at the end of September (comfortable fall weather) 

and is listed in Bicycling Magazine as the “Best Cycling 

Getaway in NJ.”  It will take place on the 150 miles of road 

inNew Jersey having actual street signs and not designated a 

turnpike – on level ground through blueberry fields and 

quaint villages.  Although his orthopedic surgeon shook his 

head and told George he was holding a knee replacement slot for him, George plans to ride until there is 

a cure for MS or until he physically can’t because the funds riders accrue go to not only support research 

for a cure tomorrow, but also to provide programs that address the needs of people living with MS 

today.Photo:  George Fravel Finishing an MS 150 Mile Ride. 

In a slightly different venue, Andy & Betty Shaffer also took on the MS 150challenge in West Texas in 

late July – at a time that ensured 100+ plus temperatures in the Permian Basin, there was no such thing 

as a tail wind, and the roads were fully melted – sort of like West Point in the desert and without 

humidity. 



Photo:  Betty & Andy Shaffer with an MS casualty, 

for whom they ride, at the end of their MS 150 in 

Texas. 

 

Classmates Dodge Wildfires in Colorado  
9/8/2012 

In June, many of us were concerned about the wildfires around the Air Force Academy (aluminum has a 

low melting point) in general and classmates living in the area in particular.  As usual, Chuck 

Jones andJoe Henry were already on top of the situation with many APBs and offers of assistance and 

support.  While all dodged the fire, they also had great individual stories to tell.  Steve & Ellie 

Williams were the closest – about a mile from a windy fire storm that took an entire development in one 

night.  Since their home was on a ridge in a perilous position, they evacuated to their son's home in 

Colorado Springs.  Bob & Anneliese Clarke were also close to the fire, but they stayed in their home in 

Woodland Park.  They were packed up, had rally/assembly points, and ready to leave their home at the 

drop of an ember.  Although Bob & Randy Hensler were in Hawaii at the time, their home was less 

than a mile from one of the fire lines, a mandatory evacuation order had been issued, and Bob's penitent 

for readiness (topped their car off before leaving and locked it in the garage) gave some cause for 

concern.  Mike & Becky Fellows were also out of town (at West Point for the funeral of Becky’s father) 

and their home was far enough away from the fires that they offered to host families in 

need.  While Greg & Donna Johnson’shome was out of the direct line, the forecast of “afternoon 

thundershowers” meant lightning strikes in their area.  Greg amassed “key files” in his car to take to 

work while Donna was in charge of memorabilia, clothing, and family treasures.  Larry & Cheryl 

Stevenson kept an eye on the smoke and news, remained on “vigilant” alert, readied their spare 

bedrooms and stocked the fridge with “Sam” and “Stella” for anyone who needed to evacuate to their 

place.  Although Tom & Judy Martin were not at risk, they had extended family that had to 

evacuate.  Gus & Diane Lee were spending the summer in their Austin, Texas home, reported that their 



home in Estes Park was not in danger, and applauded class teamwork and support.  Although Les & 

Cindy Krohnfeldt’s home stayed out of harm’s way, Les’ mother was evacuated from her Senior Living 

home as part of the 32,000 evacuees and his office was in danger – good reason to telecommute and 

open their home to those less fortunate. 
 

Merriams See Another Part of Colorado  
9/8/2012 

While classmates were scrambling south of Denver, 

life went on at a calmer pace farther north.  Jock & 

Malena Merriam took advantage of Jock’s desire to 

cut back on work with his company and their son’s 

transition from being the10th SF Group JAG at Ft. 

Carson to becoming the Deputy JAG for the 101st at 

Ft Campbell by visiting their son in Colorado and 

getting in some bike time at altitude. Photo:  Malena 

& Jock Merriam in a less smoky part of Colorado. 
 

Isaac Gives Classmates a Bye  
9/8/2012 

Although Isaac was not that strong a hurricane, it lingered over the New Orleans area rather than 

distributing its rain into the drought plagued Midwest.  Prolonged rain caused a lot of water related 

problems with flooding and kept the power companies from getting out and fixing outages.  Since Bob 

Shaw left the power business last April, he and Maureen had time to grumble about lack of electricity, 

poor management due to key storm ops management retiring within the past year, and picking up after 

the storm.  Joel Pigot said that his family was OK, but also complained about cleanup.  Vic & 

Stephanie Farrugia reported minor wind damage, street flooding, no electricity, and placed “get a 

generator” on their home improvement list.  Gerry Weeks skipped town to Maurepas, LA only to 

encounter more water than he has ever seen.  Although the electricity came on in short order the septic 

system was non-op which curtailed bathing and flushing, so we may defer on his kind offer to come 

visit. Dan Adams had no problems – didn’t even lose power.  The only classmate in the area that I did 



not hear from was Marvelous Marvin Markley, who moved to northernLouisiana and is probably 

somewhere that has never heard of hurricanes.  Classmates from Colorado and Louisiana agree that, as 

folks who are used to thinking that all we have to do is prepare for and throw enough resources at a 

problem to stop it, it is more than frustrating to be subjected to conditions that man cannot control.   
 

The Appalachian Trail – The West Point Way  
9/8/2012 

A few sets of Notes ago, Jim Hargis asked if any 

classmates would be interested in taking a hike in 

the mountains.  This year, Don Jones took him up 

on it and they spent five days hiking 70 miles 

through the Smoky Mountain National Park.  They 

agreed that they had a good trip and got caught up 

on many things that have happened since 

graduation. Photo:  Don Jones and Jim Hargis on a 

hike this summer. 
 

Ray Puffer Discovers Niki Sepsas  
9/8/2012 

During their Alaskan Cruise this summer, Ray & 

Robin Puffer met a very knowledgeable and 

articulate cruise speaker named Niki Sepsas who 

spoke on topics such as the Klondike gold rush, the 

Alaska pipeline, and Alaskan ecosystems.  During 

further conversation, they discovered that prior to 

attending the University of Alabama, serving as an 

enlisted infantryman and heavy equipment operator, working on the Alaska pipeline and on oil rigs, and 

becoming a freelance writer, photographer, and lecturer, he was a member of the USMA Class of 1968 

and roomed with Mike Palone in Beast.  Ray informed Niki that he considers anyone who made it through 

Beast would always be a classmate and a member of the Long Grey Line.  Niki appreciated the gesture 



and has added his email address to our AOG roster. Photo:  Ray Puffer and Niki Sepsas aboard the Silver 

Shadow in Alaska. 
 

Bob Fabrey Discovers Ray Puffer  
9/8/2012 

While contemplating his retirement next year 

(summers in the mountain west and winters on 

Pawleys Island), Bob Fabrey was thumbing through 

his latest issue of  Hemmings Sports & Exotic Cars 

magazine, and come across an informative article 

(page 68) on Ray Puffer and the restoration of his 

1967 XKE Jaguar.  Enzo Ferrari called the XKE the most beautiful car design of all time.  Ray has had the 

car for 30 years, and about half that time has been spent in doing the restoration. The car has won many 

awards at car shows.  Ray’s cadet car, acquired prior to Mobilization Day and garaged outside Newburgh 

was also a '67 E-Type Jag, although a coupe.  Some of the adventures he had with that car included 

being stopped by the NY State Police doing 142 mph on the Thruway and returning from a NYC weekend 

with his drag only to be met by his TAC at the Old North Area Sallyport. Photo:  Robin & Ray Puffer in 

their Jag outside the Canfield Casino in Saratoga Springs, FL as part of an advertising spread for a ladies 

handbag company. 
 

This Year’s Marchback – A Growing Prelude  
9/8/2012 

Pres Miller forwarded a picture of the crew from 68 

that did the old grad marchback in early August, 

accompanying the Class of 2016 on it's end-of Beast 

Barracks trek from the field to the Academy.  Ten 

members of our class participated this year – eight repeat offenders (Tony Ambrose, Pres Miller, Dave 

Martin, Bill Brown, Dale Hanson, Doug McKenna, Craig Carson, and Dutch Hostler) and 2 new 

initiates into the Loyal Order of the Dilapidated Boot (Greg Unangst and Bob Lower).  While we were 

concerned that Bob Lower was reverting to his old cadet days (“My new girlfriend has the mind of an 



18-year old but is only 13”), it appears that he has “grown” – but not too much since he reads our Notes 

to note how much older everyone ELSE has gotten.  He lives in South Jersey, teaches AP Calculus at a 

local high school, and wanted to make the march because a former calculus student was a squad leader 

in Beast this summer and asked him to join the march.  All classmates survived the full march, and 

finished vertically and under their own power.  Most classmates carbed-up together before the march and 

most stayed around to break bread together the evening following the march.  Photo:  The 2012 Class of 

2016 68 contingent at the pre march carb up festivities:  Greg Unangst, Bill Brown, John & Angela 

Calabro, Dale Hansen, Clem Miller, Craig & Susan Carson, Tony Dodson & Charlie Murphy, Dutch Hostler, 

Pres Miller, Tony & Linda Ambrose, and Bob Lower 
 

Wings Gift Real Estate for Benefit of Wounded Warriors  
9/8/2012 

In the past, I have occasionally mentioned, in general, John & Resa Wing’s support of veterans 

through Operation Grateful Nation.  In a rare move, they lifted their curtain of privacy to allow us to 

report that they gifted a ten acre estate on the St Lawrence River – close to the Thousand Islands area to 

Fort Drum for the use of veterans and their families to gather, meet, reflect, play, and help in the healing 

process of physical and emotional wounds.  Almost from the day it was turned over, the home and 

grounds were pressed into service since that was the first time in years that the entire 10th Mountain Div 

was back from combat deployment.  The news blackout was lifted in part as a vehicle to remind us all 

that it’s not so much what we have but how we share what we have and who we share it 

with.  Fortunately, we got to bite the bear this reporting period.  If we have anything to do with our good 

fortune, it’s the connection we have for each other and our fellow man.  We take the breaks when we can 

and keep giving and honoring all the time.  Remember the troops, others who need, and each other 

because YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT. 
 

Greg Camp Announces Issue of US Infantry Soldier Silver Dollar  
6/7/2012 

Greg Camp reported that, in 2006, the Infantry Foundation embarked on legislation to authorized and 

direct the US Mint to produce a commemorative Infantry Soldier Silver Dollar.  Only two commemorative 

programs are allowed each year.  The project required that two thirds of the members of the House and 



Senate had to co-sponsor the commemoration authorization bill that stipulated the coin would be minted 

at West Point.  It took two years to get that done, and President Bush signed the bill into law in October 

2008 for implementation in 2012.  The new Infantry commemorative coin was “launched” in February 

when 18 Command Sergeants Major marched onto the Fort Benning parade ground to give the newly 

minted coin to the graduates of Infantry basic training – newly minted Infantrymen.  In March, the coin 

was jumped into Doughboy Stadium at Fort Benning by the Silver Wings parachute team and used as the 

game coin for the Army Spring football game which was the first time the game was ever played outside 

West Point.  The mint can produce up to 350,000 coins but no more.  Within the first four weeks of the 

coin becoming available, nearly half of that number was sold.  The coin can only be purchased 

atwww.usmint.gov/catalog.  The Infantry Foundation and Museum at Fort Benning – and institution 

thatGreg has poured so much into – receives $10 for each coin sold. 

Gary Halstead and Greg also head up the committee to ensure all of our classmates receive an 

appropriate Memorial Article in TAPS.  Dale Hansen is also great source of support for Memorial Article 

authors. 
 

Founders Day Bursts  
6/7/2012 

Apparently, for the most part, most classmates who attended 

Founders Day celebrations around the world are also in the 

witness protection program because, although we received 

greetings, no pictures were provided. For the one photo we did 

receive, there was no report. Photo: Steve Frushour at the San 

Antonio Founders Day 

Bob Alexander dropped an email to express his sadness about 

the passing of Mike Ruiz and let us know that he is working with 

the Army at Ft Eustis as a Senior Opns Researcher after he left Ft 

Monroe.  He travels a lot to Battle Labs at Forts Benning, Sill, and Huachuca, and is involved with a 

couple of military fraternal organizations including the Hampton Roads West Point Society where he was 



the Emcee for Founders Day last March.  Look forBob at the August Leadership Conference atWest Point. 

Tay Yoshitani and family are still in Seattle.  He attended Founder's Day, talked with David 

Olmsteadand heard the Supe’s update. 

Jon Dodson took a quick breather from his Wounded Warrior duties to attend the DC Founders Day bash 

with his bride, Aj.  He reported seeing Terry & Kristine Wong, and a rare sighting of Dave & Susan 

Ohle, who apparently flew in fromMexico just for the occasion. 
 

Real Retirements  
6/7/2012 

Tom Simmons announced that he finally hung up his medical shingle in Kansas at the end of 

March.  While he vows to become “more involved,” he didn’t say what he would be involved in.  He 

and Wandapurchased a home in Austin, TX – close to their two granddaughters and Dick & Kathy 

Shipley in San Antonio.  In the mean time, thanks to new DOD contracting rules and the slow-down in 

the airline industry, the Shipleys are finding that they have more time to spend at their ever expanding 

lake chalet inWashington and with their grand kids inColorado. 

Marv Wooten reported that he retired at the end of March from his web/design business and has taken 

up mountain biking.  Marv’s & Ann’s older son was picked up for Battalion Command and will take a Cav 

Sqdrn atFortCarson early next year.  Their older daughter and her family have served inAfghanistan for 

almost 10 years working for a Non Government Organization.  Their other daughter works inColorado 

Springs for a company based inAustralia, and their younger son has a wonderful volunteer position also 

inColorado Springs. 

Last April, Chuck Jones sent some details regarding 

the retirement ceremony in Colorado   Springs ofBob 

Clarke after 44 years of federal service, at which he 

was presented the Outstanding Civil Servant 

Award.  Bob retired from the Army in 1996 as Chief 

of Staff of the National Defense University. He then spent 12 years as a contractor, both in the Pentagon 



and Colorado Springs.  Finally, in 2007 he joined the J8 of NORAD and NORTHCOM as a GS 15. Bob 

& Anneliese were joined at the ceremony and celebration by Jay Francis, Gary Halstead, Bob & 

Randy Hensler, Chuck Jones, Les & Cindy Krohnfeldt, Larry & Cheryl Stevenson, Steve & Ellie 

Williams, and Marv Wooten to wish him well.  The Clarkes live in Woodland Park, CO, and have two 

grown and married children who live in the DC area. Bob isn't sure what he plans to do in retirement, 

but swears he'll start attending the monthly class luncheons now that he doesn't have any excuses 

regarding his job. Photo: Bob Hensler, Chuck Jones, Bob Clarke, Larry Stevenson, Les Krohnfeldt, Joe 

Henry, Jay Francis, Gary Halstead, and Steve Williams at Bob Clarke’s retirement ceremony 

Dan Robinson dropped a note to say he finally retired from teaching and photography, and he 

&Miranda now live inOxford,England. While they still get toLondon monthly, they don't miss the grind of 

life there. 
 

Classmate Authors  
6/7/2012 

Brian Utermahlen’s new book, DUTY, is the first of a trilogy under the title of PASS IN REVIEW.  The 

trilogy is admittedly inspired by Once an Eagle by Anton Myrer and is about men and women totally 

involved in the love-hate relationship of military service to country based on three generations in the 

20th Century.  Woven throughout this saga is the historically accurate story of Dwight Eisenhower, Omar 

Bradley, George Patton, Douglas MacArthur, and other graduates.  The book can be acquired through 

Amazon.com.  Brian’s first novel – The Hoffman File - was published in 1983 by DELL. 

Monte Anderson’s latest book is a free novelette (20 pages) entitled Angels and Gargoyles, and was 

published as a multi-format e-book by Smashwords (http://www.smashwords.com/b/149430).  It’s a 

humorous story of an angel and gargoyle that fall in love and want to get married and may have some 

content unsuitable for readers under 17, but not so bad when it’s read with one hand.  Monte is looking 

to put together an e-book about the funny side of combat. Yeah, we all know that war is hell and a 

serious affair, but, as Paul Baerman pointed out in his Big Al, Zombies, and the Man on the Moon, war 

has other sides – funny things do happen, and we laugh at them – in time.  For many of us, it is our 

sense of humor that helped us get through a lot of stuff – including Plebe Year.  Laughing is good 



exercise too. Montewants to put those incidents and that funny stuff in a book.  Whoever contributes will 

be appropriately recognized, so if you feel inclined, go to www.monteranderson-author.com – click on 

"Non-Fiction," then "Humor in War Zones," read the guidelines, and have at it. 
 

A Smarter E-3 Mini-Reunion  
6/7/2012 

Chuck Jones also reported that the E-3 bunch had 

their annual golf mini-reunion in Palm Springs, CA in 

early February.  Apparently, their brides have gotten 

them to see the light that a Company golf outing is 

not a good idea over Valentine’s Day unless they are 

included and properly wooed.  Earl 

Newsome(Texas) was again the gracious host, 

setting up the tee times and coordinating all of their 

activities.  Joe Guignon (Virginia) arranged for 

(non-medical) strokes for every one's game to level the playing field.  Jack Bussa (Wisconsin) kindly 

allowed the guys to once again crash his family golf outing.  Jack's brothers and cousin were co-hosts 

and contributed to the coffers that made the outing even more interesting. Also attending were Jess 

Gatlin (Virginia), Joe Creeden (Georgia), Bill Flowers(California), and Chuck 

Jones (Colorado).  Since Earl and Jack had already set everything up, and no other company anted up, 

the E-3 gang adopted and included Gary Halstead (B-2 from Colorado) andGordy Zophy (E-1 from DC) 

as honorary members. Photo: The (mostly) E-3 non-Valentine’s Day 2012 golf outing in Palm Springs: 

Jess Gatlin, Joe Creeden, Chuck Jones, Gary Halstead, Gordy Zophy, Joe Guignon, and Earl Newsome 
 

A First F-1 Mini-Reunion Cruise  
6/7/2012 



Thanks to Gordon Tillery for reporting that Fred 

Shahid put together a first ever F-1 mini-reunion for 

seven class and company mates and their brides 

which entailed a cruise throughout the Caribbean 

(destination: who cares – it’s the Caribbean and was 

winter in the US) beginning during the first week of March.  The after action report was concise and 

meaningful:  weather was great; seas were calm; ship was perfect (did not capsize and all power systems 

functioned); ports were interesting; meals were memorable; company was enchanting; everyone really 

had a wonderful time.  The prevailing feeling was that it was encouraging to note that, despite all the 

years that have passed since we first dropped our bag at a sally port, everyone seemed to still be kids at 

heart – even the old poopschoolers (especially after seeing Fred Johnson’s white teeth and tattoo). 

Photo: F-1 Cruisers: Don & Lydia McLane; Fred & Mary Johnson; Paul & Carol DeCoursey; Gordon & Elsie 

Tillery; Robbie & Cathy Robinson; Norm & Linda O’Meara; and Fred & Sallie Shahid 
 

Another Zoo Mini-Reunion  
6/7/2012 

Kay Gill, Ed Mendoza's bride of just a month, was 

not only introduced to, but hosted the F-2 Zoo during 

its annual mini-reunion in April in 

Augusta.  SinceKay had been in the catering 

business in Texas for many years, she – along 

with Peggy Belasco andLucile Swinney (the other 

brides were far too wise to get mixed up with this company gaggle) – handled the hosting part with an 

élan and aplomb beyond the attendees’ dreams.  Jim Swinney raved that theMendozas rolled out the 

red carpet in their spacious abode and were wonderful hosts.  To repay Ed & Kay's generosity, Jim 

Jennings and Dave Clemmre-wired Ed's entire IP/wi-fi network inside the house.  The most excitement 

was Terry Holland'skayak adventure on the Augusta Canal of the Savannah River.  Terry launched on 

the canal, paddled to the river, got caught in the strong current, and that’s when the real adventure 

(terror?) began.  When he tried to return upstream, he could make no progress – for three hours – and 



the banks were too steep to make a safe landfall.  Fortunately, Jim and Dave knew where Terry had 

launched, found that he had left his cell phone in his truck, and knew where to search for and finally find 

their exhausted and thankful class and company mate.  After everyone got Terry re-hydrated and 

endured his wild tales, they settled down to an uncharacteristically gray competition of West Point Trivia 

that Ed had created.  After seeing the collection of West Point stuff – Bugle Notes, Bicentennial Book, 

mugs, WP History, etc. – Ed displayed prominently around his house, the attendees all decided that the 

often casual seeming Doctor was really a Gray Hog of the first order.  Beneath the white doctor's coat is 

another coat we call “FD.”  Ed may not be alone because Dwight Lee and Jim Swinney not only won 

the trivia contest, but left all other contenders in black, gray, and gold dust.  Dwight Lee made golf 

reservations for the gang through a couple of military friends from Augusta.  Naturally, it was a beautiful 

course and Dwight's knowledge of the course and military friends was 

impressive.  When Dwight “worked,” he routinely traveled to Ft Gordon over the years at General 

Dynamics.  In true golfing and Zoo form, Dwight attended the mini-reunion while he left Donna behind 

to prepare for her pending hip replacement surgery.  The Clemm,Mendoza and Swinney families 

coordinated final plans for their trip to Normandy, Somme, and Bastogne battlefields in early 

November.  At least Dave and Jim are studying the battles as though they have a WGR in Art.  The truth 

comes out about the Zoo… Photo: Kay Gill Mendoza’s picture of Lucile & Jim Swinney, David Clemm, 

Peggy & Marv Belasco, Ed Mendoza, Dwight Lee, Jim Jennings, and Terry (Nanook) Holland in Augusta for 

the 2012 Zoo Review 
 

Roberson Nuptials Draw H-2 Classmates  
6/7/2012 

Last fall, while sampling some primo Carolina 

barbecue with Gary & Cookie Roberson, they 

mentioned that their son, Will, was getting married in 

Hawaii in late March.  That piece of news led to 

reminiscing about all the weddings we had mutually 

attended and been involved in – pretty typical classmate stuff.  The discussion finally precipitated an 

invitation (Barbara and I dropped enough hints).  Since Peter Wallace and his bride, Barbara, spend 



their time between their condo in Tampa and chateau in the South of France, they came only for the 

camaraderie – and to see if their time-share was worth keeping.  With their recent blessed event 

occurring in Hawaii (see last report), and the pending PCS of their son from Letterman to 

Bethesda/Walter Reed, Dutch & Megan Hostler were already almost living in Hawaii.  The gathering of 

classmates is always magical, but to witness the nuptials and celebration of Will and Cherith, as well as 

watch Cookie dance to The Hawaiian Wedding Song once more was truly wondrous.  Also joining the 

group was Bob Lemansky, who is back in the Islands with Hawaiian Air.  As always with classmates, not 

much changes – except for a few pounds and the fact that everyone wears brimmed hats during the day. 

Photo: Gary Roberson, Dutch Hostler, Peter Wallace, and Shamoo living a Primo moment in front of Koko 

Head in the late afternoon 
 

Preppies in Paris  
6/7/2012 

  

Jim & Rene Orahood planned to spend April in Paris.  Poopschool classmate Bill 

McCauley told Jim that he and Cindy also planned to visit France.  Without too much effort, they made 

their visits coincide.  Bill & Cindy took French lessons while there.  Since Rene speaks fluent 

French, Jim made do with growing a beard to blend in, but continued using deodorant, and was proud 

that no one mistook him for a Frenchman whenever he opened his mouth... Photo left: Jim & Rene 

Orahood and Cindy & Bill McCauley at the D-Day Memorial at Normandy Photo right:Jim & Rene Orahood 

– April in Versailles 
 

Jefferies Taken by Yankees  
6/7/2012 



Bill Jefferies boasts that he is the first of our class 

to wear Yankee pinstripes. Not to be outdone, after 

he sent Cheryl to the first ever women's Yankee's 

Fantasy Camp for her birthday, she gave him the one 

week camp for his birthday in January. His coaches 

were Bucky Dent and Mickey Rivers who allowed him 

to play eight complete games on Steinbrenner Field, 

batting against David Wells, El Duque, Louis Tiant, Jeff Nelson, and Tanyon Stertz, as well as play third 

base and pitch against Roy White, Oscar Gambol, Bucky Dent, Mickey Rivers, Homer Bush, and a host of 

other Yankee greats. Bill strongly recommends the experience for any Yankee fan classmate. Autographs 

are available upon request – and receipt of a large check... Photo: Bill Jefferies at Yankee Camp 
 

Dan Kaufman Still Leading the Way  
6/7/2012 

As s bit of review, in 2005, after Dan Kaufman gave 

up his duties as Dean at West Point and retired from 

the Army, he became the charter president of the 

Georgia Gwinnett College, Northern Georgia – the 

first new four-year college in Georgia in over 100 

years. The college admitted its first students in 2006 and its first freshman class. The programs at 

Georgia Gwinnett emphasize the innovative use of educational technology and an integrated educational 

experience that highlights student intellectual, social and personal development. Georgia Gwinnett 

College is now fully accredited with more than 8,000 students pursuing 40 fields of study. This fall, the 

school starts varsity sports (but no football – Dan has had enough of that kind of complaining). Since the 

college has dorms for 1000 students, Dan now knows why the Tacs and the Com at West Point were 

always in such a bad mood. In addition to his duties at the college, Dan is Vice Chair of the Georgia 

Gwinnett College Foundation, and a member of the Board of Directors of the Gwinnett County Chamber 

of Commerce, the Partnership Gwinnett Steering Committee, the Board of Directors of Gwinnett Clean 

and Beautiful, the Board of Directors of the Gwinnett Coalition for Health and Human Services, and the 



Board of Directors of the Gwinnett Medical Center Foundation. He also serves on the Board of Trustees of 

Riverside Military Academy. So much for slowing down… Photo: President and Doctor Dan Kaufman at 

Georgia Gwinnett College 
 

Mike Ruiz at Rest at Arlington  
6/7/2012 

A couple of folks reflected on Mike Ruiz’s 

interment. Steve & Kitty Rodgers attended and 

reported that the Old Guard did us all proud (band, 

honor guard, firing party, caisson, etc.).  They 

met Mike's bride,Nancy, and his three children and 

families at a reception beforehand.  Classmates 

that Steverecognized were Mike Wells, Ralph 

Tildon, Lee Outlaw, and Joe Guignon.  I believe that Bill Matlach and Lyle Pirnie were also there -- 

plus grads from other classes Mike had known thru his career. Nancy was surprised and greatly touched 

by all the classmates that attended.  She felt that for as sad an occasion it was for her, it was a 

wonderful day.  Mike was laid to rest under a tree and in view of the Pentagon.  The sun shone and the 

Honor guard made it the dignified event that Mike would have wanted it to be. All in attendance walked 

behind the caisson and she was told that the Honor guard respects that fact.  The Arlington 

representative that was there for them was a former student of Mike'swhen he taught at Smithsburg 

High school. It really was meant to be for the final event in Mike's life. Photo:Steve Rogers, Ralph 

Tildon, and Mike Wells at Mike Ruiz’s Interment at Arlington. 
 

Still Looking After the Troops  
6/7/2012 

For the last three years, John Hedley has been President of Welcome Home Veterans, Inc.  It is an 

organization founded about 14 years ago by a local ex-attack helicopter jock who focused a local coffee 

shop on veterans.  In its early days, the place barely broke even but every Thursday, veterans got free 

coffee.  When the founder died, John Hedley jumped in with a few other veteran volunteers to keep the 

dream going and establish a place were veterans of all American wars could come and establish some 



fellowship.  When the coffee shop rent went up, John helped find a place down the block that was bigger 

and cheaper – and expanded from just a coffee shop to a Museum.  The museum came about because 

veterans -- and their heirs -- would bring in stuff collected during military service so it could be rightly 

displayed and appreciated.  "Our State," the official North Carolina state magazine called the coffee shop 

"The Most Patriotic Coffee Shop in America."  It was and is the only nonprofit coffee shop and living 

military museum in the US.  In an effort to find more permanent digs, John got the shop involved with 

Toys for Tots, Blue Star Mothers, Flight of Freedom Honor Flights, DAR, Marine Corps League, Patriot 

Guard (of which John bought a Harley bearing the names of all in his VN Recon Platoon and became a 

member), American Legion, Purple Heart Homes (an outfit that builds homes for wounded vets who have 

physical disabilities), and the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association (of which John is also a 

member).  In May, after years of scraping, negotiating, and planning, papers were signed, a down 

payment was made, and The Welcome Home Veterans, Inc. Living Military Museum at Richard's Coffee 

Shop moved to a larger and more permanent location.  The ribbon cutting was attended by Joe 

Galloway (who signed books for everyone and gave talks to high school history classes) and Class 

VP Dutch Hostler.  Dutchcame down on his own nickel to honor John for all the support he has giving 

to the class as a Standing Committee member. After looking at us, Joe Galloway stated that his next 

book will probably be entitled We Were Soldiers Once -- And Thin. 

John & Resa Wing are involved in restoring the lives and 

dignity of American soldiers who have made major personal 

sacrifices in Iraq and Afghanistan through Operation Grateful 

Nation (http://www.operationgratefulnation.org/).  The web 

site is quite comprehensive and offers lots of opportunities to 

pitch in on a personal basis.  Infrastructure is taken care of by 

the organization – it’s the mentors, advisors, volunteers, and 

educational and career developers that are needed.  As you 

know, Jon Dodson has been a volunteer at the Walter 

Reed/Bethesda Defense Centers of Excellence for Psychological Health & Traumatic Brain Injury, the 



Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Consortium, and Wounded Warrior Mentor Program.  He testifies 

that John’s and Resa’s support have greatly helped get wounded warriors back on the path to 

productivity.  All it takes is what you already have – a devotion to duty, your skills, and time. Photo: 

Dutch Hostler and John Hedley with Joe & Gracy Galloway at the Welcome Home Veterans Coffee Shop 

and Museum in Mooresville, NC 
 

Sandy Cohn Resting  
6/7/2012 

It was Jon Dodson to initially report that Sandy Cohn had been admitted to Bethesda for recurring 

heart problems.  This is not the first time – over a decade ago, he had to have a stint inserted.  In 

celebration of that successful procedure, Sandy’s bride, Cathy, rewarded him with lots of three-egg 

omelets cooked in butter.  This time, Sandy told Cathy and their children that they should all be as 

concerned as he was – and that was not at all – he has been through these tough times before and he 

knows that all we can do is trust in God and the skills of the docs and medics trained to look after 

us.  Yeah, but how about those who are left behind and not getting to rant about Sandy any more? 
 

Parting Shots  
6/7/2012 

Wow.  If you were at rest, you certainly didn’t show it in one place.  We continue to roll with folks we 

have already shared so much.  I’m excited to see what not only the summer but next year and our 

45thyear reunion will bring – certainly remembering and rekindling the special bond we share.  Obviously, 

we’re not letting aging get us down – probably because we’ve discovered that it’s too hard to get back 

up. Keep doing what you’re doing – and share (we can now publish Notes anytime we want) because 

YOUR’RE ALL WE’VE GOT. 
 

 

 



Send Class Notes to Class Scribe - David W. Gerard at gerardd@charter.net
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1968 Class Notes  

ARMY-NAVY FOOTBALL: MORE THAN JUST A GAME – AND MISERY 
1/2/2013 

2012 was a rough year for a Republican West Point advocate Army football fan. Look at the bright side: We can be pretty sure that the 

Mayan calendar maker probably either got tired or bored, or ran out of space rather than had a deeper meaning; in time, we can come up 

with some new mindlessly optimistic excuses for watching future games (e.g., “twelve is the charm” or “lucky number 13”); and the 

Army-Navy game is a good excuse to run into classmates. The first classmate I saw in Philadelphia was Tom Beierschmitt who 

introduced me to “the voice of the Detroit Tigers,” and introduced me to an ex classmate while Mary was out shopping. Then came John 

Calabro, who appeared happy that most of the AOG business meetings were over but not relieved because he was handed a full plate of 

“good ideas” from the Board of Directors. One of the new Directors that you helped elect is Larry Jordan, who I saw the morning of the 

game at the Marriott Hotel with his bride, Nannette, prior to being whisked off with a bevy of other retired generals before I could get a 

picture and hear more about their daily adventures.

Single Malt Sipping Society Fun Prior to the Game 
1/2/2013 

At the Army-Navy Gala, a festivity held for good friends of both 

Academies and held the night before the game, old Rabble Rouser 

Pres Miller seemed happy to reacquaint himself with present day 

Rabble Rousers, while Clemm was still happy to be attending her 

first Army-Navy game. After Gala, Dutch & Megan Hostler hosted a meeting of the Single Malt Sipping Society.

Dale & Joyce Hansen, who are old hands at Army-Navy, appeared more relaxed at this SMSS meeting – possibly because Dale is 

happier and prouder of his new veterinary calling than his previous office/management grind. Surry & Dorothy Everett just seemed 

happy to venture out of their rural home surroundings. Ralph & Sandy Tuccillo made an all-around surprise Gala appearance – they 

received tickets from someone, had not planned on attending, and no one else knew that they were coming. Both Ralph and Sandy were 

thrilled to go to the Gala because Ralph got to introduce Sandy to two Heisman Trophy Winners – Roger Staubach (USNA ’65), who 

helped get us a fall-out ‘til Christmas Leave, and Pete Dawkins (USMA ’59), who barely allowed him to be pro in Social Science.

[Photo left –Pres Miller acting like this is what it was like when he was a Rabble Rouser]

[Photo right – Surry Everett, Pres Miller, Dutch Hostler, Gary Roberson, and Dale Hansen yukking it up during a SMSS meeting]

Mike Mears and Chris Ohlinger Confer Prior to Army-Navy Game 



12/29/2012 

In the lobby of the Army Headquarters hotel, prior to the game were 

Mike Mears (drove up from his home in Vienna, VA to deliver and 

autograph a bunch of Elements of Leadership and Life: a guide to 

building trust, one his best-selling books, for Chris Ohlinger, who 

passes them out to his Service Industry Research Systems clients. 

Mike has used his experience in starting up about a dozen companies, 

serving as President of a fast food company, being a VP and turnaround specialist for an investment firm, and serving as Chief of Human 

Capital and consultant to senior leaders within the CIA to create imaginative ways to increase employee satisfaction and organizational 

performance in numerous organizations. As a cadet, he would confound his Ps by asking probing questions like, “Why does fire have its 

shapes and colors?” or “What if there were no hypothetical questions?” Now, he has created a Periodic Table of Elements of leadership 

and management. Chris uses Mike’s books, table, and concepts to help retailers and other service industry companies gain and maintain 

new and loyal shoppers.

We were then joined in the lobby by Gary & Cookie Roberson who spurred Barbara and me on to rummage through the Philadelphia 

China Town, enjoy great food, and relish each other’s company.

[Photo left – Barbara & her blimp with Chris Ohlinger,Gary Roberson, Mike Mears, and Cookie Roberson had reason to smile prior to 

the Army-Navy Game]

Before and After the Game 
12/29/2012 

Since Cullum numbers went out the window decades ago when it 

comes to football seating, and there’s not a lot of coordination 

regarding who’s coming to the games, we really lucked out while 

traveling to the game on metro because the crowded car contained 

Mike & Pam Dauth sitting across from us. Mike went Air Force, 

lives close to Annapolis, and is still active with the National Defense 

Industrial Association, so Army/class contact is rare – except at an 

occasional class lunch or association meeting. Even though this was 

Patty’s first Army-Navy Game ever and Mike’s first since 

graduation, they didn’t bring along enough karma to help Army with 

a win.

[Photo right – “Pam & Mike Dauth traveling to Army-Navy”] 

Sorry we missed Ray & Robin Puffer, who were at the game but stayed and sat God knows where.

After the game, I saw a not-so-happy George Shoener. Always the optimist and willing one to lead or join into classmate events, we 

spoke of happier days in the future – like our coming reunion and how he can help Jim Orahood coordinate our 50 year Affiliation 

Program between our Poopschool classmates and the USMAPS class entering this summer at the new facility by North Gate.

Millers and Moores Way After the Game 
12/29/2012 



In an effort to keep the magic of visiting with classmates going, make 

their airplane tickets from and back to Arizona more cost effective, 

and put another Army loss in perspective, Pres & Clemm Miller 

ventured up to Bricktown, NJ to visit Tom & Carolee Moore to see 

how they are progressing after taking a major hit from Superstorm 

Sandy. Despite fires left unchecked because of 10-15 feet of sand 

covering main roads, the Moores are amazingly positive even though 

they remain in limbo since their home, cars, and boat were damaged 

by Sandy.

[Photo left – “Tom & Carolee Moore with Clemm & Pres Miller in New Jersey – putting things in perspective after Superstorm Sandy”]

Class Notes – Better Than Waterboarding 
12/29/2012 

Every time I hit the set of Notes send button, I can be assured of a ton of 

responses from classmates. Some promise full reports on their adventures – 

probably because they feel sorry for my groveling or they realize that they’re 

doing just as much fun stuff as other classmates – while others realize that they 

could give a more accurate rendering of activities I just reported on because they 

actually participated in the activities and they realize that I suck at making stuff 

up. Either way, Class Notes begets more info for future Notes. For Instance, 

regarding the F-2 Normandy trip, Jim Swinney checked in to report that their 

Guide, an Irishman living in France and “sort of” engaged to an Ausie, was 

great. Jim’s bride, Lucille, used her French language skills to keep the guys out 

of trouble – which pretty much goes along with being a member of the Zoo. All 

brides in attendance were troopers as they shadowed their hubbies through 

muddy trails and fields. They put nearly 1,400 miles on their rented diesel 

Renault minivan that almost got stuck in the vicinity of one of MG Joachim 

Piepper’s 22nd SS Panzer Division columns that fired on the Americans during 

the Battle of the Bulge. Most all classmates who have driven in Paris agree that it is the worst. They visited Somme and Verdun 

battlefield areas from WWI, too, before they finished their tour at Bastogne. There, they had drinks at “Le Nuts” café in center of the 

city.

[Photo right – “Tank Commander Jim Swinney imagining what it would be like to take a round in a Sherman tank”] 

In regard to the “More Classmate Authors” title that contained info from Gordon Tillery’s class luncheon summary, high-volume author 

Jack Reed piped in to point out that he and Brian Utermahlen were roommates Cow year and company mates the first three years. 

Further, Jack and Dan Kaufman were roommates Plebe and Yearling years, and company mates for three years. I believe that Jack and 

Dan are the only classmates to have been on 60 Minutes – Jack was first but Dan has been on twice. When Jack’s number of books (if 

you count editions) reached 95, he asked AOG how many he had to write to be the most prolific writer among the alumni. He was told 

that, while there is no official record, he was probably already there ahead of Red Reeder. Given Jack’s and Brian’s publishing 

endeavors, and Dan’s career in academia, C-2 turns out to have been the hidden literary capital of the class of 68. Jack’s boasts begs a 

little more competition – which company has the most claims to fame of various categories—general stars, athletes, career guys, 5-year 

guys, medals, wives, kids, children who went to West Point, etc.



After seeing his name bolded, Mike Cerrone sent thanks to Gordie Tillery's alert notification regarding Cardinal Edwin O’Brien. Mike 

attended the November Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund banquet honoring his cadet spiritual mentor - and former handball virtuoso. 

Back in the day, Cardinal O'Brien was a newly ordained priest in 1965 and assigned to minister to Catholic Cadets at West Point. At the 

event, Mike thanked Ann-Margret for all she did for troop morale in Vietnam. When he mentioned Gary Sinese among the present 

generation of actors who support our present day troops overseas, she lit up and said she had just spoken to Gary a day or two before the 

banquet.

Mannings and Crawfords Meet at Hilton Head 
12/29/2012 

Larry Manning sent a picture commemorating his and Elaine’s 

meeting with Jerry & Dorothy Crawford in Hilton Head last 

November. Jerry took a break from his VA IT duties in South 

Carolina to drive his new RV over to the coast. After an amazing 

gourmet meal at the RV Park (only at Hilton Head), Larry & Elaine 

gave Jerry & Dorothy their official Bluffton/Hilton Head tour. The 

guys had lots to talk about since Larry is still teaching Computer 

Science at a couple of local colleges.

[Photo left – “Jerry & Dorothy Crawford and Larry & Elaine 

Manning at Hilton Head”]

Holiday Blasts 
12/29/2012 

‘Tis not only the season to start sentences out with “’Tis” but also a time when we get condensed cryptic letters describing the year in a 

few words that you had to be there to really understand.

Jim Carman checked in from Chiang Mai, Thailand where they began their visit with Kaew’s family who organized a birthday party for 

him and an attempt to recreate Thanksgiving in Southeast Asia. The 60 day visit will also include Kaew’s birthday, more gatherings of 

friends and family, food, beer, and detox for a week in Hawaii prior to returning to Pennsylvania and the onslaught of their 11 grandkids.

Due to illnesses, work and play schedules, and travel, Elwood & 

Mary-Lou Cobey have almost given up on trying for a family 

holiday picture. Besides, listing all the names could turn into an 

article unto itself.

[Photo right –“The 2012 Cobey Clan minus two in-laws with Lily & 

George Turmail, Chris & Will Cobey, Mary &Margaret Granade, Kate Cobey, and Anna Turmail”]

For the first time in fading memory, John Dallen did not sent out a newsletter. Rather, he sent a hard-to-come-by card he found in 

Barcelona while on a 32 day trans-Atlantic and Mediterranean cruise. He figured that he owed Frances the cruise because he dragged her 

along on a War of 1812 and Civil War battle site marathon this summer. Their only respite was to visit Eric & Rhonda Thomas in 

Alabama and Bill Robinson in Tennessee during the circuit. They have also come to realize that their new retirement in the Austin area 

has enough charm that would even lure Brian & Karen McKenna from their home in Tucson for a visit.



After a year, retirement is affecting Ray Puffer and Jerry Hansen in various ways. While they both love being with, visiting, and 

hosting family, support Army football, and are heavy into the travel mode – both toured the Alaska inside passage at different times in 

the same month – Ray’s workout regimen centers more toward keeping his NY property pruned, mowed, and cultivated between trips 

while Jerry leans more toward climbing Half Dome in Yosemite, running the Army 10 miler in DC, gearing up to practice elder law, 

becoming a temporary Judge, and establishing a Christian Legal Aid Clinic in Southern California.

Gary & Patti Halstead already realize that all homes and areas are charming as long as they contain family and friends.

Nancy Hoblit expressed great joy that Fred had been re-hired by what used to be a classmate owned and friendly highway helper – a 

move that precluded Fred’s spousal oversight and constant golf practice. However, the company divested itself of its T&E Business Unit 

and Fred became one of the eight – all over 60 – T&E professionals not picked up by the new company. Bad News: Nancy gets more 

oversight. Good News: Fred gets to play more golf and further contemplate retirement retirement.

Rick Wright’s gainful and happy employment with the Institute for Defense Analyses took him to South Africa for a week for a Land 

Forces Africa conference, in addition to five trips to California to visit his Dad, and working with Anne’s continuing international travel 

schedule so they could visit presidential homes in Virginia (Jefferson’s Monticello, Monroe’s Ashlawn, and Madison’s Montpelier) 

together.

Dwight & Donna Lee in Pawleys Island, SC and Jack & Bobbi 

Munson in Dagsboro, DE (both beach communities) have a lot in 

common regarding families and activities – except that the Lees play 

golf and the Munsons bowl. Other than that, they both have kids 

balancing careers in conjunction with military duties and hazards and 

healthy parents in their 90s who deserve attention and celebration, 

and enjoy visiting with classmates in the area. Jack & Bobbi recently 

had dinner at Bobs & Eileen Stroud’s beach house where the 

Strouds also hosted Bub & Angela Younts and Bill & Patty Marriott for an Army-Navy commiseration.

[Photo left – “Jack & Bobbi Munson with daughters (USAFA ‘96 LTC) Erin and (“Saint”) Megan”]

While Bill Jeffries is still active with soldiers leaving the military, professional football players leaving the game, and other significant 

folks in transition through his Executive Strategies International programs, he is spending more time at with family to get them launched 

into their next adventures. Since Bill is a firm believer in writing what he knows about, look for an auto encounter and a choice between 

hitting a truck head on and heading for the woods and dodging trees in his next Christian Madison novel.

Bob &Carol Shimp are in major transition right now. They started out 2012 by putting their house up for sale, but didn’t get a serious 

buyer until this month. In the meantime, they kept their bungalow open to M. D. Anderson cancer patients and families as they have 

since the mid-90s, and continued their travel program which focused on South America (tours of Easter and the Galapagos Islands and 

overseeing their vineyard around Mendoza, Argentina). They also visited Bob & Jo Brace in Utah around Thanksgiving. But now, while 

we are busying ourselves with family and the season, they are in the middle of a move from a stand-alone home and cottage to a high-

rise.

John Cruden took some of the year off from his duties and travels with the Environmental Law Institute to celebrate good health, the 

joy of grandkids, and our planets wonders.

[Photo right– “Sharon & John Cruden in the Galapagos Islands”]



Bob Alexander continues his ORSA practices at Fort Eustis and participation in 

the local West Point Society and other Military Associations so he can stay close 

to the soldiers who make our military such a vibrant environment. He and Tricia 

also find time to organize charity golf tournaments and participate in the Court 

Appointed Special Advocate (CASA program supporting Children’s Advocacy 

and learning programs for the local Reading Council.

Are We Doing Enough? 
12/29/2012 

There shouldn’t be any particular time of the year for us to ask this question of ourselves, but in case you might be feeling a little extra 

charitable and reflecting on the young warriors that we were once charged with leading, there is no shortage of worthy causes. Reports 

from the holiday greetings above show that classmates contribute time, talent, and treasure to a myriad of causes. I have not gone over to 

the dark side of groveling for a contribution to a particular cause or organization. We are barraged with charitable appeals – especially 

this time of year – and you may consider developing a strategy to make your resources work efficiently. Given that, in some cases, a 

charity’s cost of processing, small amounts can negate your intended generosity. Massing many small contributions might help the folks 

we want to help. To help classmates know what classmates are doing and what other classmates can help with, the class committee has 

agreed to, and Surry Everett has implemented an addition to our Class website designed to share information regarding existing 

charitable causes that classmates are already involved in and what they will vouch for. If you would like to add a posting, send your 

proposed text identifying and explaining the charity and your role in supporting it by email to Surry at surryeverett@embarqmail.com.

Remembering Chuck Steel 
12/29/2012 

Jeanie Steel sent a card picturing her with Chuck IV and Chuck VI. 

Chuck was diagnosed with lung cancer on Labor Day and passed 

away on October 29. In early, October, Chuck suggested sending out 

a family Christmas card, and she and Jeanie scrambled to Arkansas 

so he could be shown holding his grandson.

[Photo –“Picture used in Jeanie & Chuck Steel’s Christmas card 

with Chuck VI taken less than two months ago”]

Rabble, enjoy and rejoice in this current season and resolve to share 

more of you adventures and time with us in 2013 because there are 

no guarantees for any of our futures and YOUR’RE ALL WE’VE 

GOT.

Registration Now Open for Class Memorial Ceremony in DC 



11/18/2012 

The DC Class contingent has planned and is implementing some incredible events to punctuate our memorial ceremony at the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC, at 9AM on Sunday, June 9, 2013. Registration is now open for the Saturday night cocktail party 

at the Congressional Country Club prior to the ceremony, and the Sunday brunch following the ceremony at the Army Navy Country 

Club at https://secure.west-point.org/usma1968/memorial/ . June 2013 may seem to be a long way off; however, facilities and caterering 

arrangements require substantial lead times and financial commitments. Our DC classmates request that you register and pay by January 

31, 2013. If circumstances do not allow you to decide by that date, please register not later than March 1, 2013. Refunds for the social 

events are available for cancellations made before May 1, 2013. Your earliest possible registration will be greatly appreciated by the 

organizers - and will help ensure that you will be able to attend the planned classmate social gatherings. Payment cannot be accepted at 

the door. The purpose of the Memorial Ceremony and the work the DC gang has done certainly does not merit using the term 

“classmate” as a verb. Register early and plan for a very rewarding experience.

Chris Ohlinger Relates a Wondrous Corps 
11/18/2012 

As an example of how things have changed from our days as Cadets 

and in a continued effort to stay immature and irresponsible, Chris 

Ohlinger farmed himself out as a pet to his son, Mack, this summer and reported on some of Mack’s activities after his Plebe year. 

Instead of taking summer leave to rest up for Buckner, Mack was posted to Santa Barbara, CA where he drew an internship with the 

University of California and Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency studying how bacteria can make electricity by shuffling 

across a wool fiber on a dry day. He also studied the correlation between the amount of sunscreen used by coeds and the skimpiness of 

their bathing suits. While Mack worked, Chris kept himself busy in a local pub by significantly raising the average age of its inhabitants 

and talking to some of the bikini clad coeds who told him about their school which is "like - on the biggest beach of - like - any college 

campus in - like - the whole wo-or-rld (three syllables), old dude!!" He noted that the only serious female rule violation there was not 

being blond with a ponytail in paint-thin, microfiber compression spandex pants where, if you stare long enough, you can clearly make 

out the thong manufacturer inspector number. Mack was also salted to attend air assault school this summer.

On a related note, in a rare instant of hanging out with people his own age – but still in a bar – we also received a photo of Chris partying 

with (old company and room mate) Carl Woessner, and Pat Jonas in Dayton.

Photo Left:  A fellow intern with Mack and Chris Ohlinger in Santa Barbara

Photo Right:  Pat Jonas and Carl Woessner trying to hold Chris Ohlinger up at another bar in Dayton

Father Mike Cerrone Still Serving 
11/18/2012 



Mike Cerrone checked in to let us know that, although he is retired, he was also a "summer hire" – contracted for two months of priestly 

ministry to the ROTC cadets and cadre training at Fort Lewis during June and July. In August, he took a few trips with his 90-year old 

WWII and Vietnam vet father before heading to a Capitola, CA parish for substitute ministry in October and November. After that, he’ll 

drive back to the Southeast US for the winter. While he offered to put in a good word regarding Army-Navy, we agreed that there is a lot 

more going on that needs his attention than to ease our gridiron suffering...

Colorado Classmates Celebrate Fire and Summer Survival at Annual Picnic 
11/18/2012 

The fall weather in Colorado, and Paul Baerman’s able organizing brought out a record attendance for the fall 68 picnic this year. As 

usual, Paul Baerman organized the event as he has so ably done for the past several years. Paul & Kerry were joined by Mike & Diane 

Billingsley, Chuck Canella and his friend Joyce, Bob & Anneliese Clarke, Nick & Barbara Dienes, Gary & Patty Halstead, Mike 

& Janean Hart, Joe & Carla Henry and granddaughter Alexi, Greg & Donna Johnson, Chuck & Gayle Jones, Les & Cindy 

Krohnfeldt, Larry & Cheryl Stevenson, and Steve & Ellie Williams. Ellie won the farthest distance award, as she flew in from 

Alaska, where she was visiting her daughter, the day before the picnic. Robbie Robinson was scheduled to attend but had last minute 

visitors and had to cancel. The Halsteads were on pins and needles until they received word at the picnic that that their son was back at 

Ft Bragg from his latest deployment.

Al Vitters Takes Time to Celebrate Army Soccer 
11/18/2012 

Al Vitters dropped a note to remind us that he and Kathy swam 

against the tide by picking up their well established roots in Florida 

and moving to Long Island where he continues to teach management 

courses at the grad & undergrad-levels at a local college to keep 

himself busy – and young. They attended the "Glory Years of Army 

Soccer- 1963-66" weekend on the in August hosted by the Army 

soccer program at West Point. Former teammates and classmates 

Mike Palone and Ed Milinski were also there. Al had reminded me 

that Army got to the "Final Four" each of those years – and then 

turned into the Army football program of recent years.

Photo:  Lindy Blackburn ('69) and Al Vitters at remembering Army beating Air Force in 68 at West Point

Thomes Attend Olympian Recognition Weekend 
11/18/2012 

Jim & Pat Thome attended the West Point Graduate Olympian Recognition Weekend in October to help celebrate 100 years since the 

first West Point graduate competed in the Olympics. Since then, 104 grads have competed, and 8 of the 14 surviving Olympians 

attended. Of the eight Olympian attendees, three of them were team handball participants. Jim attended because he was the founder and 

coach of the West Point Team Handball program during the 1975-76 academic year, and later coached the club team during a separate 

assignment from 1988 to 1991. He sent a picture of the team handball returning Olympians that I forwarded to their respective Class 

Scribes for inclusion in their Notes and for their classmates to see.

Scott Vickers Flunks Retirement and Joins Forces with Craig Carson 
11/18/2012 



After retiring from Lockheed Martin in California in 2008, Scott Vickers moved to Apache Junction, AZ, where he and his bride first 

met in the '80s. While they still own a home in California, and another smaller place in AZ, they’re willing to give a classmate (or 

anyone else) a good price on either or both of them – if they think the economy will ever recover in their lifetime. After completing a 

book on his Vietnam experiences as a helicopter pilot and finding a publisher in Sacramento, he is now busying himself as research 

analyst – and learning about the plastics business – with classmate Craig Carson, who needs all the help he can get wading through the 

almost unintelligible governmentese-speak contained in contracting initiatives.

More Classmate Authors 
11/18/2012 

Gordon Tillery passed on some notes from the DC area November Class lunch reflecting that Scott is not the only classmates still 

publishing. Dick Steiner passed around Jack Reed’s latest book entitled How to Protect Your Life Savings From Hyperinflation and 

Depression (2nd edition). It can be ordered from www.johntreed.com, click on “johntreed publishing home page,” and the book is at top 

of the page.

Brian Utermahlen has a new novel (2nd in a trilogy), Pass in Review – Honor, that can be ordered from Amazon.com in December. His 

first book of the trilogy – Pass in Review – Duty – can be ordered from Amazon.com now. The third book – as you can imagine – will be 

titled Pass in Review – Country. The first book centers on West Point classmates from the class of 1916 during WWI up to 1940. The 

second book has some characters from the first book as well as new ones and takes place during WWII. The third book will be set during 

the 60s to the mid-70s and will focus on the Vietnam War.

Over the last three years, Chuck Giasson has helped James Malony (‘45) record his life's stories (many humorous episodes) in the book 

Kaleidoscope, Stories of a Free Spirit. In a second book, Stories My Father Told Me, James and Chuck compiled stories which are a 

history of James’ father's military years (1912-1945) including serving as the 94th Infantry Division Commander in WWII. Six 

generations in the living, three years in the writing, these stories are now available at www.jamesmalony.com, Amazon or Lulu.

Sandy Cohn is wrapping up a book titled The Presidents’ Paradox – a historical perspective of the 1st year for various Presidents, and 

should be available in December.

Army at Wake Forest Football Draws Classmates 
11/18/2012 

The ads are right – Army football is more than just a game. It’s time 

for grads and classmates to come together and do what we did as 

cadets – laugh, gripe, look for laundry on the field after a good Army 

play, and ogle at each others dates… The Wake Forest game in 

Winston-Salem, NC provided the pretense of feigned interest while 

classmates could gather. Since Wake games are old hat to Dan & Gwynne Taylor because they live, work, and contribute to the 



community around Winston-Salem, they were rumored to go directly to their season box and by-pass the Army tailgate and classmates. 

Elwood Cobey drove in from Roanoke, VA with Mary-Lou to meet up with teammate Keith Herrelson, who drove up with Jennifer 

from Atlanta, GA, and critiqued the entire game.

Although we live in the same state, it took the game to get Surry & Dorothy Everett to deviate from their B&B sampling tour when not 

at their home in Bath, Hank & Maggie Gregor 

to take a break from hospital rounds and activities at Appalachian State in the Boone area, and for Barbara and me to pry ourselves away 

from Lake Norman.

Since Gary & Cookie Roberson retain ties around Wake Forest and family in Asheville and Raleigh, it wasn’t unanticipated to meet up 

with them – especially when we could find solace in taking tentative steps along the North Carolina barbeque trail. As near as I could 

calculate, Bill Raines traveled the farthest to witness the reason Army is everyone’s homecoming match-up choice. I must apologize to 

Surry & Dorothy, Gary & Cookie, and Bill and his son, Phillip, for not publishing photos of them at the game – the problem rested with 

the digital camera operator who experienced an ID-10-T error.

Photo Left:  Elwoon & Mary-Lou Cobey and Jennifer & Keith Harrelson at their happiest before the Wake game

Photo Right:  The Hindenburg with USMAPS platoon mate Hank Gregor holding their breaths at the Wake tailgate

Fred Johnson Celebrates Approaching Retirement 
11/18/2012 

About a quarter century ago, a lot of us were looking for second 

careers outside of the military. Fortunately, we had classmate scouts 

who had left military service earlier that could help with our search. 

Back then, Allan Crecelius had already founded Reward Strategy 

Group and established himself as a go-to can-do guy in the credit 

union industry. When the Credit Union Executives Society needed a 

new President/CEO, it went to Allan to search for just the right 

person – and Allan found Fred Johnson, who had served on the 

Board at the West Point Federal Credit Union and was looking to 

make not only a career but a life change. Now, after twenty-three 

years of dedicated service to the credit union industry, Fred has set his retirement-retirement date at 31 December 2012. In appreciation 

for all that dedicated service, a normal employer would honor a retiree with a medal or a watch. The Credit Union Executives Society is 

honoring Fred by naming its headquarters in Fitchburg, WI The Fred Johnson Center for Leadership Development. In honor of 

Prepschool days, when he almost did not survive the first month because he participated in the unauthorized painting of a water tower at 

Ft Belvoir, the CUES board told Fred that he could paint the name on the building himself. In lieu of that offer, Fred opted to whiten his 

teeth and take Mary on a first class tour of France and Poland this summer. Upon seeing the beaches at Normandy, Fred considered what 

it would be like for an Infantry Company Commander to receive an Op Order for Omaha Beach.

Photo:  Fred & Mary Johnson with Lech Wałęsa in Poland

F-2 Reinvades Normandy 
11/18/2012 



After a bout of solving all the class’ issues and problems, and as a 

result of too much Sam Adams at a recent Company Reunion, F-2 

Zoo members Dave Clemm, Ed Mendoza, and Jim Swinney 

gathered up their favorite traveling companions (brides) and worst 

phone cameras ever made, and shuffled (marching for the Zoo) off to 

France with the primary purpose of visiting the Normandy beaches 

and other WW II battlefields.

Photo:  Zoo members Jim & Lucile Swinney, Ed & Kay Mendoza and 

Jeanie & David Clemm at the Utah Beach 2nd I'D Monument at Exit 

Easy One

A Quick Texas Tour 
11/18/2012 

While in Texas this fall, we were privileged to catch up with some 

classmates to share old stories and make up some new ones. We saw 

Gil Tijerina in El Paso, where he is still running a high school 

continuing education computer lab and trying to move on after losing 

his bride, Irene. He hasn’t changed much – still pumping iron, driving 

fast cars, sees speed as a challenge, and breaking hearts.

We were lucky to catch up with Dick & Kathy Shipley. Since the 

Administration’s recent war on small business owners, Dick has 

found that he has extra time to spend at their home in Eastern 

Washington and with his father in Ohio. Kathy just got back to San Antonio from her United Airlines flight attendant duties and prior to 

looking after grandkids. Earlier, Dick had visited a couple of wineries in Sonoma, CA to test wines prior to bottling.  After letting the 

wine age a week or two in the bottles, he shared them with us at Canyon Lake.



Loyal Texans Andy & Betty Shaffer shared some of their favorite Hill Country retreats and adventures – which included San Antonio 

canals, a neat B&B in Fredericksburg, in addition to museums, shopping, wineries, and restaurants. After all the good food and wine, 

they seemed antsy to get back to their biking regimen in Midland.

Photo Top Left:  Gil Tijerina still at home in El Paso

Photo Top Right:  Kathy & Dick Shipley showing off wine-stained teeth at Canyon Lake in the Texas Hill Country

Photo Bottom Left:  Betty & Andy Shaffer along a canal in San Antonio

Be Thou at Peace 
11/18/2012 

It came as a great shock to hear that we lost Chuck Steel during this reporting period. Chuck was diagnosed with lung cancer late this 

summer and passed away on 29 October at his home in St Augustine, FL. He is survived by his bride of just over two years, Jeanie Craig, 

his son Chuck V, a grandson, Chuck VI, and a brother and sister. Chuck was third generation West Point and will be interred at Arlington 

National Cemetery later in the spring. While Pete Poynter has volunteered to write Chuck’s Memorial Article, he needs your support by 

sharing reminiscences, facts, and stories.

Burrell Offers Perspective 
11/18/2012 

Bud Burrell sent a couple of pictures that he has been hording for a 

while that look like they were taken with an F-2 camera. They personify the feeling that when you are dissatisfied and would like to go 

back to youth, think of Ranger School.

Photo Left: Ranger 4-69 – Florida Camp Oct 68 – can you spot Dan Lynes, Jim Swinney, and Pat Moe?

Photo Rigth: Ranger 4-69 – Dahlonega Sep-Oct 68 – can you spot Dick Powell?

Parting Shots 
11/18/2012 



While I’m sure that we only scratched the surface of the neat adventures that our class has experienced, this has been a shocking 

reporting period containing the loss of a dear classmate and news that shakes the foundation of our alma mater and what we have all 

stood for. Let us not confuse character with reputation. Character is what we are – firmly supporting and living by Duty, Honor, Country. 

Reputation is merely what people think of us. Lighten up and enjoy the scenery – even on the detours. We are the product of how we 

choose to live OUR lives. Let’s reaffirm our efforts to present our character and prepare to gather as a class in less than a year at our 45th 

reunion because YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.



Send Class Notes to Class Scribe - David W. Gerard at gerardd@charter.net

Visit the 1968 Class Notes Photo Album to see all the photos below full-size!
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Greg Camp Announces Issue of US Infantry Soldier Silver Dollar 
6/7/2012 

Greg Camp reported that, in 2006, the Infantry Foundation embarked on legislation to authorized and direct the US Mint to produce a 

commemorative Infantry Soldier Silver Dollar.  Only two commemorative programs are allowed each year.  The project required that 

two thirds of the members of the House and Senate had to co-sponsor the commemoration authorization bill that stipulated the coin 

would be minted at West Point.  It took two years to get that done, and President Bush signed the bill into law in October 2008 for 

implementation in 2012.  The new Infantry commemorative coin was ! launched"  in February when 18 Command Sergeants Major 

marched onto the Fort Benning parade ground to give the newly minted coin to the graduates of Infantry basic training #  newly minted 

Infantrymen.  In March, the coin was jumped into Doughboy Stadium at Fort Benning by the Silver Wings parachute team and used as 

the game coin for the Army Spring football game which was the first time the game was ever played outside West Point.  The mint can 

produce up to 350,000 coins but no more.  Within the first four weeks of the coin becoming available, nearly half of that number was 

sold.  The coin can only be purchased at www.usmint.gov/catalog.  The Infantry Foundation and Museum at Fort Benning #  and 

institution that Greg has poured so much into #  receives $10 for each coin sold.

Gary Halstead and Greg also head up the committee to ensure all of our classmates receive an appropriate Memorial Article in TAPS.  

Dale Hansen is also great source of support for Memorial Article authors.

Founders Day Bursts 
6/7/2012 

Apparently, for the most part, most classmates who attended Founders Day 

celebrations around the world are also in the witness protection program because, 

although we received greetings, no pictures were provided. For the one photo we did 

receive, there was no report.

Photo: Steve Frushour at the San Antonio Founders Day

Bob Alexander dropped an email to express his sadness about the passing of Mike 

Ruiz and let us know that he is working with the Army at Ft Eustis as a Senior Opns 

Researcher after he left Ft Monroe.  He travels a lot to Battle Labs at Forts Benning, 

Sill, and Huachuca, and is involved with a couple of military fraternal organizations 

including the Hampton Roads West Point Society where he was the Emcee for 

Founders Day last March.  Look for Bob at the August Leadership Conference 

atWest Point.

Tay Yoshitani and family are still in Seattle.  He attended Founder's Day, talked with David Olmstead and heard the Supe$s update.



Jon Dodson took a quick breather from his Wounded Warrior duties to attend the DC Founders Day bash with his bride, Aj.  He 

reported seeing Terry & Kristine Wong, and a rare sighting of Dave & Susan Ohle, who apparently flew in fromMexico just for the 

occasion.

Real Retirements 
6/7/2012 

Tom Simmons announced that he finally hung up his medical shingle in Kansas at the end of March.  While he vows to become !more 

involved,"  he didn$t say what he would be involved in.  He and Wanda purchased a home in Austin, TX #  close to their two 

granddaughters and Dick & Kathy Shipley in San Antonio.  In the mean time, thanks to new DOD contracting rules and the slow-down 

in the airline industry, the Shipleys are finding that they have more time to spend at their ever expanding lake chalet inWashington and 

with their grand kids inColorado.

Marv Wooten reported that he retired at the end of March from his web/design business and has taken up mountain biking.  Marv¶s & 

Ann¶s older son was picked up for Battalion Command and will take a Cav Sqdrn atFortCarson early next year.  Their older daughter 

and her family have served inAfghanistan for almost 10 years working for a Non Government Organization.  Their other daughter works 

inColorado Springs for a company based inAustralia, and their younger son has a wonderful volunteer position also inColorado Springs.

Last April, Chuck Jones sent some details regarding the retirement 

ceremony in Colorado   Springs of Bob Clarke after 44 years of 

federal service, at which he was presented the Outstanding Civil 

Servant Award.  Bob retired from the Army in 1996 as Chief of Staff 

of the National Defense University. He then spent 12 years as a 

contractor, both in the Pentagon and Colorado Springs.  Finally, in 

2007 he joined the J8 of NORAD and NORTHCOM as a GS 15. Bob 

& Anneliese were joined at the ceremony and celebration by Jay 

Francis, Gary Halstead, Bob & Randy Hensler, Chuck Jones, Les & Cindy Krohnfeldt, Larry & Cheryl Stevenson, Steve & Ellie 

Williams, and Marv Wooten to wish him well.  The Clarkes live in Woodland Park, CO, and have two grown and married children 

who live in the DC area. Bob isn't sure what he plans to do in retirement, but swears he'll start attending the monthly class luncheons now 

that he doesn't have any excuses regarding his job.

Photo: Bob Hensler, Chuck Jones, Bob Clarke, Larry Stevenson, Les Krohnfeldt, Joe Henry, Jay Francis, Gary Halstead, and Steve 

Williams at Bob Clarke’s retirement ceremony

Dan Robinson dropped a note to say he finally retired from teaching and photography, and he &Miranda now live inOxford,England. 

While they still get toLondon monthly, they don't miss the grind of life there.

Classmate Authors 
6/7/2012 

Brian Utermahlen$s new book, DUTY, is the first of a trilogy under the title of PASS IN REVIEW.  The trilogy is admittedly inspired by 

Once an Eagle by Anton Myrer and is about men and women totally involved in the love-hate relationship of military service to country 

based on three generations in the 20th Century.  Woven throughout this saga is the historically accurate story of Dwight Eisenhower, 

Omar Bradley, George Patton, Douglas MacArthur, and other graduates.  The book can be acquired through Amazon.com.  Brian$s first 

novel #  The Hoffman File - was published in 1983 by DELL.



Monte Anderson¶s latest book is a free novelette (20 pages) entitled Angels and Gargoyles, and was published as a multi-format e-book 

by Smashwords (http://www.smashwords.com/b/149430).  It$s a humorous story of an angel and gargoyle that fall in love and want to 

get married and may have some content unsuitable for readers under 17, but not so bad when it$s read with one hand.  Monte is looking 

to put together an e-book about the funny side of combat. Yeah, we all know that war is hell and a serious affair, but, as Paul Baerman 

pointed out in his Big Al, Zombies, and the Man on the Moon, war has other sides #  funny things do happen, and we laugh at them #  in 

time.  For many of us, it is our sense of humor that helped us get through a lot of stuff #  including Plebe Year.  Laughing is good exercise 

too. Monte wants to put those incidents and that funny stuff in a book.  Whoever contributes will be appropriately recognized, so if you 

feel inclined, go to www.monteranderson-author.com #  click on "Non-Fiction," then "Humor in War Zones," read the guidelines, and 

have at it.

A Smarter E-3 Mini-Reunion 
6/7/2012 

Chuck Jones also reported that the E-3 bunch had their annual golf 

mini-reunion in Palm Springs, CA in early February.  Apparently, 

their brides have gotten them to see the light that a Company golf 

outing is not a good idea over Valentine$s Day unless they are 

included and properly wooed.  Earl Newsome (Texas) was again the 

gracious host, setting up the tee times and coordinating all of their 

activities.  Joe Guignon (Virginia) arranged for (non-medical) 

strokes for every one's game to level the playing field.  Jack Bussa 

(Wisconsin) kindly allowed the guys to once again crash his family 

golf outing.  Jack's brothers and cousin were co-hosts and 

contributed to the coffers that made the outing even more interesting. 

Also attending were Jess Gatlin (Virginia), Joe Creeden (Georgia), 

Bill Flowers (California), and Chuck Jones (Colorado).  Since Earl 

and Jack had already set everything up, and no other company anted 

up, the E-3 gang adopted and included Gary Halstead (B-2 from Colorado) and Gordy Zophy (E-1 from DC) as honorary members.

Photo: The (mostly) E-3 non-Valentine’s Day 2012 golf outing in Palm Springs: Jess Gatlin, Joe Creeden, Chuck Jones, Gary Halstead, 

Gordy Zophy, Joe Guignon, and Earl Newsome

A First F-1 Mini-Reunion Cruise 
6/7/2012 

Thanks to Gordon Tillery for reporting that Fred Shahid put 

together a first ever F-1 mini-reunion for seven class and company 

mates and their brides which entailed a cruise throughout the 

Caribbean (destination: who cares #  it$s the Caribbean and was 

winter in the US) beginning during the first week of March.  The 

after action report was concise and meaningful:  weather was great; 

seas were calm; ship was perfect (did not capsize and all power 

systems functioned); ports were interesting; meals were memorable; 

company was enchanting; everyone really had a wonderful time.  The prevailing feeling was that it was encouraging to note that, despite 

all the years that have passed since we first dropped our bag at a sally port, everyone seemed to still be kids at heart #  even the old 

poopschoolers (especially after seeing Fred Johnson’s white teeth and tattoo).



Photo: F-1 Cruisers: Don & Lydia McLane; Fred & Mary Johnson; Paul & Carol DeCoursey; Gordon & Elsie Tillery; Robbie & Cathy 

Robinson; Norm & Linda O’Meara; and Fred & Sallie Shahid

 

Another Zoo Mini-Reunion 
6/7/2012 

Kay Gill, Ed Mendoza's bride of just a month, was not only 

introduced to, but hosted the F-2 Zoo during its annual mini-reunion 

in April in Augusta.  Since Kay had been in the catering business in 

Texas for many years, she #  along with Peggy Belasco and Lucile 

Swinney (the other brides were far too wise to get mixed up with this 

company gaggle) #  handled the hosting part with an élan and aplomb 

beyond the attendees$ dreams.  Jim Swinney raved that the 

Mendozas rolled out the red carpet in their spacious abode and were 

wonderful hosts.  To repay Ed & Kay's generosity, Jim Jennings 

and Dave Clemm re-wired Ed's entire IP/wi-fi network inside the 

house.  The most excitement was Terry Holland's kayak adventure on the Augusta Canal of the Savannah River.  Terry launched on the 

canal, paddled to the river, got caught in the strong current, and that$s when the real adventure (terror?) began.  When he tried to return 

upstream, he could make no progress #  for three hours #  and the banks were too steep to make a safe landfall.  Fortunately, Jim and 

Dave knew where Terry had launched, found that he had left his cell phone in his truck, and knew where to search for and finally find 

their exhausted and thankful class and company mate.  After everyone got Terry re-hydrated and endured his wild tales, they settled 

down to an uncharacteristically gray competition of West Point Trivia that Ed had created.  After seeing the collection of West Point 

stuff #  Bugle Notes, Bicentennial Book, mugs, WP History, etc. #  Ed displayed prominently around his house, the attendees all decided 

that the often casual seeming Doctor was really a Gray Hog of the first order.  Beneath the white doctor's coat is another coat we call 

!FD."   Ed may not be alone because Dwight Lee and Jim Swinney not only won the trivia contest, but left all other contenders in black, 

gray, and gold dust.  Dwight Lee made golf reservations for the gang through a couple of military friends from Augusta.  Naturally, it 

was a beautiful course and Dwight's knowledge of the course and military friends was impressive.  When Dwight !worked,"  he 

routinely traveled to Ft Gordon over the years at General Dynamics.  In true golfing and Zoo form, Dwight attended the mini-reunion 

while he left Donna behind to prepare for her pending hip replacement surgery.  The Clemm, Mendoza and Swinney families 

coordinated final plans for their trip to Normandy, Somme, and Bastogne battlefields in early November.  At least Dave and Jim are 

studying the battles as though they have a WGR in Art.  The truth comes out about the Zoo%

Photo: Kay Gill Mendoza’s picture of Lucile & Jim Swinney, David Clemm, Peggy & Marv Belasco, Ed Mendoza, Dwight Lee, Jim 

Jennings, and Terry (Nanook) Holland in Augusta for the 2012 Zoo Review

Roberson Nuptials Draw H-2 Classmates 
6/7/2012 

Last fall, while sampling some primo Carolina barbecue with Gary & Cookie Roberson, they mentioned that their son, Will, was 

getting married in Hawaii in late March.  That piece of news led to reminiscing about all the weddings we had mutually attended and 

been involved in #  pretty typical classmate stuff.  The discussion finally precipitated an invitation (Barbara and I dropped enough 

hints).  Since Peter Wallace and his bride, Barbara, spend their time between their condo in Tampa and chateau in the South of France, 

they came only for the camaraderie #  and to see if their time-share was worth keeping.  With their recent blessed event occurring in 

Hawaii (see last report), and the pending PCS of their son from Letterman to Bethesda/Walter Reed, Dutch & Megan Hostler were 



already almost living in Hawaii.  The gathering of classmates is 

always magical, but to witness the nuptials and celebration of Will 

and Cherith, as well as watch Cookie dance to The Hawaiian 

Wedding Song once more was truly wondrous.  Also joining the 

group was Bob Lemansky, who is back in the Islands with Hawaiian 

Air.  As always with classmates, not much changes #  except for a few 

pounds and the fact that everyone wears brimmed hats during the 

day.

Photo: Gary Roberson, Dutch Hostler, Peter Wallace, and Shamoo living a Primo moment in front of Koko Head in the late afternoon

Preppies in Paris 
6/7/2012 

Jim & Rene Orahood planned to spend April in Paris.  Poopschool 

classmate Bill McCauley told Jim that he and Cindy also planned to visit France.  Without too much effort, they made their visits 

coincide.  Bill & Cindy took French lessons while there.  Since Rene speaks fluent French, Jim made do with growing a beard to blend 

in, but continued using deodorant, and was proud that no one mistook him for a Frenchman whenever he opened his mouth...

Photo left: Jim & Rene Orahood and Cindy & Bill McCauley at the D-Day Memorial at Normandy

Photo right:Jim & Rene Orahood – April in Versailles

Jefferies Taken by Yankees 
6/7/2012 

Bill Jefferies boasts that he is the first of our class to wear Yankee 

pinstripes. Not to be outdone, after he sent Cheryl to the first ever 

women's Yankee's Fantasy Camp for her birthday, she gave him the 

one week camp for his birthday in January. His coaches were Bucky 

Dent and Mickey Rivers who allowed him to play eight complete 

games on Steinbrenner Field, batting against David Wells, El Duque, 

Louis Tiant, Jeff Nelson, and Tanyon Stertz, as well as play third 

base and pitch against Roy White, Oscar Gambol, Bucky Dent, 

Mickey Rivers, Homer Bush, and a host of other Yankee greats. Bill 



strongly recommends the experience for any Yankee fan classmate. Autographs are available upon request #  and receipt of a large 

check...

Photo: Bill Jefferies at Yankee Camp

Dan Kaufman Still Leading the Way 
6/7/2012 

As s bit of review, in 2005, after Dan Kaufman gave up his duties as 

Dean at West Point and retired from the Army, he became the charter 

president of the Georgia Gwinnett College, Northern Georgia #  the 

first new four-year college in Georgia in over 100 years. The college 

admitted its first students in 2006 and its first freshman class. The 

programs at Georgia Gwinnett emphasize the innovative use of 

educational technology and an integrated educational experience that 

highlights student intellectual, social and personal development. 

Georgia Gwinnett College is now fully accredited with more than 8,000 students pursuing 40 fields of study. This fall, the school starts 

varsity sports (but no football #  Dan has had enough of that kind of complaining). Since the college has dorms for 1000 students, Dan 

now knows why the Tacs and the Com at West Point were always in such a bad mood. In addition to his duties at the college, Dan is 

Vice Chair of the Georgia Gwinnett College Foundation, and a member of the Board of Directors of the Gwinnett County Chamber of 

Commerce, the Partnership Gwinnett Steering Committee, the Board of Directors of Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful, the Board of 

Directors of the Gwinnett Coalition for Health and Human Services, and the Board of Directors of the Gwinnett Medical Center 

Foundation. He also serves on the Board of Trustees of Riverside Military Academy. So much for slowing down%

Photo: President and Doctor Dan Kaufman at Georgia Gwinnett College

Mike Ruiz at Rest at Arlington 
6/7/2012 

A couple of folks reflected on Mike Ruiz$s interment.  Steve & Kitty 

Rodgers attended and reported that the Old Guard did us all proud 

(band, honor guard, firing party, caisson, etc.).  They met Mike's 

bride, Nancy, and his three children and families at a reception 

beforehand.  Classmates that Steve recognized were Mike Wells, 

Ralph Tildon, Lee Outlaw, and Joe Guignon.  I believe that Bill 

Matlach and Lyle Pirnie were also there -- plus grads from other 

classes Mike had known thru his career. Nancy was surprised and 

greatly touched by all the classmates that attended.  She felt that for 

as sad an occasion it was for her, it was a wonderful day.  Mike was 

laid to rest under a tree and in view of the Pentagon.  The sun shone 

and the Honor guard made it the dignified event that Mike would have wanted it to be. All in attendance walked behind the caisson and 

she was told that the Honor guard respects that fact.  The Arlington representative that was there for them was a former student of Mike's 

when he taught at Smithsburg High school. It really was meant to be for the final event in Mike's life.

Photo:Steve Rogers, Ralph Tildon, and Mike Wells at Mike Ruiz’s Interment at Arlington.

Still Looking After the Troops 



6/7/2012 

For the last three years, John Hedley has been President of Welcome Home Veterans, Inc.  It is an organization founded about 14 years 

ago by a local ex-attack helicopter jock who focused a local coffee shop on veterans.  In its early days, the place barely broke even but 

every Thursday, veterans got free coffee.  When the founder died, John Hedley jumped in with a few other veteran volunteers to keep 

the dream going and establish a place were veterans of all American wars could come and establish some fellowship.  When the coffee 

shop rent went up, John helped find a place down the block that was bigger and cheaper #  and expanded from just a coffee shop to a 

Museum.  The museum came about because veterans -- and their heirs -- would bring in stuff collected during military service so it could 

be rightly displayed and appreciated.  "Our State," the official North Carolina state magazine called the coffee shop "The Most Patriotic 

Coffee Shop in America."  It was and is the only nonprofit coffee shop and living military museum in the US.  In an effort to find more 

permanent digs, John got the shop involved with Toys for Tots, Blue Star Mothers, Flight of Freedom Honor Flights, DAR, Marine 

Corps League, Patriot Guard (of which John bought a Harley bearing the names of all in his VN Recon Platoon and became a member), 

American Legion, Purple Heart Homes (an outfit that builds homes for wounded vets who have physical disabilities), and the Combat 

Veterans Motorcycle Association (of which John is also a member).  In May, after years of scraping, negotiating, and planning, papers 

were signed, a down payment was made, and The Welcome Home Veterans, Inc. Living Military Museum at Richard's Coffee Shop 

moved to a larger and more permanent location.  The ribbon cutting was attended by Joe Galloway (who signed books for everyone and 

gave talks to high school history classes) and Class VP Dutch Hostler.  Dutch came down on his own nickel to honor John for all the 

support he has giving to the class as a Standing Committee member. After looking at us, Joe Galloway stated that his next book will 

probably be entitled We Were Soldiers Once -- And Thin.

John & Resa Wing are involved in restoring the lives and dignity of American 

soldiers who have made major personal sacrifices in Iraq and Afghanistan through 

Operation Grateful Nation (http://www.operationgratefulnation.org/).  The web 

site is quite comprehensive and offers lots of opportunities to pitch in on a 

personal basis.  Infrastructure is taken care of by the organization #  it$s the 

mentors, advisors, volunteers, and educational and career developers that are 

needed.  As you know, Jon Dodson has been a volunteer at the Walter 

Reed/Bethesda Defense Centers of Excellence for Psychological Health & 

Traumatic Brain Injury, the Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Consortium, and 

Wounded Warrior Mentor Program.  He testifies that John¶s and Resa¶s support 

have greatly helped get wounded warriors back on the path to productivity.  All it 

takes is what you already have #  a devotion to duty, your skills, and time.

Photo: Dutch Hostler and John Hedley with Joe & Gracy Galloway at the 

Welcome Home Veterans Coffee Shop and Museum in Mooresville, NC

Sandy Cohn Resting 
6/7/2012 

It was Jon Dodson to initially report that Sandy Cohn had been admitted to Bethesda for recurring heart problems.  This is not the first 

time #  over a decade ago, he had to have a stint inserted.  In celebration of that successful procedure, Sandy¶s bride, Cathy, rewarded 

him with lots of three-egg omelets cooked in butter.  This time, Sandy told Cathy and their children that they should all be as concerned 

as he was #  and that was not at all #  he has been through these tough times before and he knows that all we can do is trust in God and the 

skills of the docs and medics trained to look after us.  Yeah, but how about those who are left behind and not getting to rant about Sandy 

any more?



Parting Shots 
6/7/2012 

Wow.  If you were at rest, you certainly didn$t show it in one place.  We continue to roll with folks we have already shared so much.  I$m 

excited to see what not only the summer but next year and our 45th year reunion will bring #  certainly remembering and rekindling the 

special bond we share.  Obviously, we$re not letting aging get us down #  probably because we$ve discovered that it$s too hard to get back 

up. Keep doing what you$re doing #  and share (we can now publish Notes anytime we want) because YOUR$RE ALL WE$VE GOT.



1968 Class Notes

Another Meaningful Reunion
Monday, October 07, 2013 9:03 PM

 If you go along with a picture being worth a thousand words, this will be the largest
submission ever.  Partly due to poor memory, but mostly due to the throngs of classmates who attended, I can’t report on everyone who has stayed with or
changed jobs, grandkids are way too many to report on, and it appeared that everyone was in the transmit and can’t wipe the smile off mode.  Bob Clarke, Bill
Marriott, Ed Mendoza, Lee Outlaw, and Betty Shaffer celebrated birthdays during the reunion which made for more smiles.  
 Photo  – Jon & Aj Dodson, Barbara Gerard, Frank Lynch, Sandy & Ralph Tuccillo, Michele Lynch, Bub & Angela Younts, Phyllis & Chuck Giasson, and Patty & Bill
Marriott on Bill’s birthday at the reunion

Reunion Photos
Monday, October 07, 2013 8:58 PM

  Photo
Left– John Dallen, Harold Yager, and Lee Outlaw recount C1 adventures for Frances Dallen and Steve Frushour
 Photo Right – Betty Shaffer, Vic Hiatt, Barbara Gerard, and Pat Hiatt helping Betty celebrate her birthday

Class Road Warriors
Monday, October 07, 2013 8:56 PM

A couple of years ago, Vic & Pat Hiatt were involved in a violent vehicle accident in which a cross wind pushed the house trailer they were towing over and
caused the SUV on steroids they were driving to turn over a number of times injuring them, Pat’s mom, and scaring their two dogs enough that they didn’t
have to be taken on walks for days.  At the time, the Hiats had tired of trailer travel life and saw the calamity as an omen.  Therefore, you can imagine our
surprise at the reunion, when others were sharing pictures of kids and grandkids, Vic & Pat produced photos of an RV that would put a rock star to shame. 
They calmly said that all scars have healed, the dogs are regular again, and they are looking forward to driving the motor mansion to Oregon to visit kids and
grandkids and to Boone, NC to escape next summer’s Florida heat.  Coincidentally, we received an email from George Ziots earlier in the month from his and
Sunny’s motor home in Oregon.  They have not been back to Alaska for years and divide their time between their home at Lake Havasu, Arizona and their
motor home on the Oregon coast.

Old Grads Tour USMAPS and Sign on to 50 Year Affiliation
Monday, October 07, 2013 8:52 PM

 Fred Johnson, Don McLane, Jim Orahood, and Tom Simmons got to share
earlier adventures with their brides (Mary, Lydia, Rene, and Wanda, respectively) as we toured the new USMAPS facility that might as well have been on Mars
compared to the WWII hospital structure we endured at Ft Belvoir 50 (that’s right, five zero) years ago.  When George Shoener was asked if he was taking the
tour, he responded with, “I saw it last month.  I’m playing golf with classmates today.”
Photo – Company mates Jim Bodenhamer, Dave Drummond, Tom Simmons, and Bob Lower lament Tom’s empty wine glass

Class Admin – New Officers and Standing Committee Update
Monday, October 07, 2013 8:47 PM



Congratulations to Dutch Hostler for being unanimously elected to become our new Class President.  As he stepped aside, Dave Ohle gave a meaningful
speech and introduction to Dutch.  Dan Kaufman has stepped up to assume Class VP duties and handed his Secretarial duties over to Chuck Mahan.  Since
Dan has stepped away from being President of Georgia Gwinnett College and taken on being President/CEO of the Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce (he says
it’s like going from a Division Command to Platoon Leader with more free time), he seems ready to take on more class projects.  Myles Crowe, Surry Everett
and I stayed in place as Treasurer, Class Information Officer and Scribe/Historian respectively.  The Class Standing Committee showed up with jobs waiting for
them.  Those elected to the Committee have already jumped right in.  They are:
Greg Camp -- Memorial Articles Committee
Paul DeCoursey – 50th Reunion Class Gift Fund-Raising
Jess Gatlin
Dale Hansen – Co-chair with Pete Swan for the 50 Year Affiliation Committee
Larry Jordan
Pres Miller – Class of 2018 Marchback Committee
Gordon Tillery
In addition to the Standing Committee members, a couple of other Committees were created:
Tony Ambrose will Chair the Distinguished Graduate Committee
Andy Shaffer will Chair the Class Book Committee to get our Both Sides Of the Wall books into wider circulation
John Hedley will Chair Class Activities Coordination Committee that will help with more frequent mini-reunions
See our class website at http://www.west-point.org/class/usma1968/ for a review of other class business.

Hedley and Riser Pushing Travel
Monday, October 07, 2013 8:44 PM

 There was such an emphasis on travel and bucket lists that John Hedley is already
putting together a cruise to Greece and the Greek Isles on a Princess ship in 2015 and Henry Riser is honchoing a trip to Ireland next September.  If you have
an interest in either of these adventures, contact John or Henry.
Photo Right – Henry Riser, Jude Rolfes, and Jack Munson demonstrating that not everyone embraced Sam Adams all the time

Brian Utermahlen Shares Duty
Monday, October 07, 2013 8:38 PM

 While in processing for the reunion, Brian Utermahlen autographed and passed
out copies of the first book, Duty, of his trilogy to early attendees.  The week after our reunion, his second book of the trilogy, Honor, received the Silver
Medal for Best Historical Fiction at the Military Writers Society of America's annual meeting and is on sale through Amazon.com.  The third book, Country, is
still being written and is scheduled for release next year.
Photo – Janet Lieb and Brian Utermahlen at the Friday rally

Smiles Were the Default Expression
Monday, October 07, 2013 8:33 PM

While conversations ranged from cadet days adventures to current day family, USMA, political, medical, religious, and professional issues – with stops
everywhere in between – the default expression was the smile – with outbreaks of laughter.



  Photo
Left – Jeff Wilcox and Charlie Lieb catching up
Photo Right– Pres & Clemm Miller wearing their default expressions

Smiles Were the Default Expression (cont)
Monday, October 07, 2013 8:24 PM

  Photo
Left – Bob Alexander, Dick Steiner, Phil Samuel, Bob Lower, and Dutch Hostler trying to maintain their composure while looking at the fattest photographer in
existence
Photo Right – Norm O’Meara casually pointing out the fattest photographer in existence to John & Sandy Morris
 

Smiles Were the Default Expression (cont)
Monday, October 07, 2013 8:18 PM

  Photo
Left – Linda O’Meara, Cathy & Robbie Robinson, and Carol DeCoursey yuk it up while Bruce Erion and Paul DeCoursey get reacquainted in the background
Photo Right – A closer look at Paul DeCoursey and Bruce Erion

Smiles Were the Default Expression (cont)
Monday, October 07, 2013 8:13 PM



  Photo
Left – Howard McElroy and Pat Jonas (sort of) fondly recalling a run in with MAJ Maglin when he was the OC
Photo Right – Jack & Kathleen Mayer bringing a little class to the class

Smiles Were the Default Expression (cont)
Monday, October 07, 2013 6:23 PM

   Photo
Left – A two-fer – Kitty & Steve Rodgers trying to ignore Bob Alexander and Rich Cliff cutting up in the background
Photo Right – Mark Spelman and Jess Gatlin finding fun in all directions

Smiles Were the Default Expression (cont)
Monday, October 07, 2013 6:18 PM

  Photo Left– Rhonda &
Eric Thomas at the Saturday Night gala
Photo Right – Christine & Jeff House with Dick Steiner demonstrating that we may have to get older but we don’t have to grow up

Smiles Were the Default Expression (cont)
Monday, October 07, 2013 6:10 PM



 

 

 

 

Photo Left – Hal & Donna Timboe enjoying life outside of Arkansas
Photo Right – Gary Halstead, Joanie Camp, Mike Sheaffer, Greg Camp, and Larry Jordan remembering B2 memories

Smiles Were the Default Expression (cont)
Monday, October 07, 2013 6:05 PM

  Photo
Left – H2 mates Rick Wright and Phil Samuel catching up at a different table
Photo Right – Joanna Paustian and Ro Oliver at the gala

Smiles Were the Default Expression (cont)
Monday, October 07, 2013 6:01 PM

  Photo
Left – Bob & Carol Shimp flanking dentist Jim Kohler
Photo Right – Al & Katherine Vitters getting into the swing of things

A Tear or Two Too
Monday, October 07, 2013 5:53 PM



 Kudos to Tom Margrave, Mike Fay, Mike Cerrone, Mike Romash, and Chuck
Vehlow for putting together the most inclusive Memorial Service and gathering at the West Point Cemetery that we have ever experienced.  Tom and the
three Mikes conducted the Memorial Service at the Cadet Chapel with Tom McNaugher and Andy Shaffer reading the names of classmates taken from us in
Vietnam and Chuck Jones and Tom Simmons reading the names of other classmates who have moved into the shadows of the Long Gray Line. Robby
Robinson, Tom Barns, and Ray Rhodes filled in with inspirational readings and Mike Romash reciting the Mourner’s Kaddish in Hebrew and English.  After
that service, we proceeded down the hill to the Cemetery where Chuck Vehlow and Pres Miller explained our gift of columbarium sections and we had time to
wonder through the cemetery to visit with families and friends who attend class functions in our hearts.
Photo  – Part of the “God Squad” – Mike Fay and Tom Margrave who orchestrated a moving and all-inclusive Memorial Service

A Tear or Two Too (cont)
Monday, October 07, 2013 5:49 PM

  Photo
Left – Frank Lynch listens to Chuck Vehlow at the Old Chapel in the Cadet Cemetery
Photo Right – Cathy & Mike Romash listening to Chuck Vehlow at the Cemetery

Bob Lorbeer Brings Us a Star
Monday, October 07, 2013 4:29 PM

 Mention of the Memorial Service would be incomplete without praising Bob
Lorbeer’s bride, Belinda Gail who sang a beautiful acapella rendering of Abide With Me.  She also teamed up with classmate Bob Merritt to sing a stanza of
the Star Spangled Banner at our Saturday night Gala dinner, and entertained us afterwards at our Snuffy’s hospitality suite.  Google her – we were truly
honored.  Besides that, she demonstrated the patience of Job by sitting with Bob through the entire football game.
Photo  – Entertainer extraordinaire Belinda Gail with hubby Bob Lorbeer

Rally Rally Rally!
Monday, October 07, 2013 4:24 PM



  During the Friday Night Rally, the
great goat (by Bill McAdams and Gary Halstead) and Sugar Bowl (by Bob Brace) capers were recounted, the football team (Elwood Cobey, Nick Kurilko,
Hank Toczylowski, Carl Woessner, and Dick Shipley via Face Time) was brought on stage, and Rabble Rousers Dave Clemm, Jocko Merriam, Gary Halstead,
Pres Miller, Tom Jewell, and Bruce Erion showed that they could still fire us up with a skit and a Rocket.
 Photo Left– Jack & Ruth Cochran Cheering the Rabble Rouser skit
 Photo Right – Bruce Erion and Jocko Merriam replay a classic A-Man Skit

Rally Rally Rally! (cont)
Monday, October 07, 2013 4:20 PM

  Photo
Left – Attorneys Mal Murry and BG Weeks trading stories
Photo Right –Cindy & Paul Lovett at their first reunion
 

Rally Rally Rally! (cont)
Monday, October 07, 2013 4:16 PM

 



Photo Left – Carol & Bob Fabrey venture east again
 Photo Right – E1 at the 45th -- Front Row: Fred Hoblit, Cathy Kelley, Linda & Tony Ambrose, Dennis Rosenberry; Back Row: Cindy & Bill McCauley, Jim Kelley, Bill &
Janell Miller, Mike & Janean Hart, Gordon & Judy Zophy, and Ann and Bob Sweeny.

Back on The Plain
Monday, October 07, 2013 4:12 PM

 The closest time we ever got into some form of uniformity was when we took the
Saturday review.  We looked pretty good – until we started marching (actually walking) onto The Plain.  It turned out OK because the Cadets seemed to follow
suit. 

Photo – Chuck Vehlow, Jim Locher, John Benson, and Bill Raines almost in uniform prior to the Saturday review

Back on The Plain (cont)
Monday, October 07, 2013 4:08 PM

  Photo
Left– Jocko Merriam, Lamar Ratcliffe, Robbie Robinson, Gary Halstead, and Chuck Vehlow prior to the Saturday review

Photo Right – Jerry Cobb mugging it up in ranks at the Saturday review”

Not of Our Generation
Monday, October 07, 2013 4:00 PM

It was interesting to note that our generation was ahead of our time by not getting caught up in the practice of chest bumping since it would have only been a
passing fad with us.

  Photo
Left  - Terry Holland wondering chest bumping never caught on with Dick Bowers and Tom Beierschmitt
 Photo Right– Jim & Pat Madora wondering why Hank Gregor doesn’t chest bump

Unfinished Business with Jim & Kaew Carman
Monday, October 07, 2013 3:52 PM



We ran into Jim & Kaew Carman who related tales of their 60 days in Thailand that spanned last November through January where they celebrated Jim’s &
Kaew’s birthdays, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years – something they had not done since Jim being stationed in Bangkok in the early 1970s.  Since they
stayed with relatives, primarily in a rural village, the logistics of making a turkey and the trimmings for Thanksgiving was a challenge – just finding a turkey was
a chore.  But they were able to overcome the obstacles and managed to share a traditional Thanksgiving dinner with Kaew's family.

 
Photo Left – Kaew & Jim Carman celebrating Kaew’s birthday in Thailand last November
 Photo Right – Jim Carman with Joan & Skip Greeby and honorary classmate Sam Adams solving West Point issues

Andy Dull Goes Bionic but Stays Mobile
Monday, October 07, 2013 3:50 PM

Frank Chapuran mentioned that he has yet to see Bill Thygerson surface in the Huntsville area.  Since Andy Dull has had most every major joint in his body
changed out, he has moved from Huntsville to Kentucky because it is more centrally located in the Continental US and he can drive to wherever he wants to
go.  It appears that he’s tired of setting off airport security alarms like they are pinball and video games.

Sick Ranks
Monday, October 07, 2013 3:47 PM

Most of us are like Andy Dull – playing hurt but still playing.  While some have explained their ailments in the reunion Bio Book, others are more private. 
Earlier in the month, John Keane dropped a note to inform us that since he and AnneMarie would not be attending our reunion, he wanted to pass on the
“official” poop on her medical condition to prevent any rumors or unnecessary worries.  She is recovering very nicely from her February kidney transplant. 
While she is having some minor difficulties adjusting to the anti-rejection medication, they fully expect her to be completely recovered by the one year
anniversary and will be in great shape by our 50th.  Most everyone at the reunion learned that Dick & Kathy Shipley were not able to physically attend our
reunion due to an unexpected med test result regarding Dick and immediate surgery.  The class has rallied around the Shipleys and has overwhelmed them
with support, generosity, and good wishes.

If you want further info on, or to get involved with classmate health issues, you might contact Jim Furr who operates a class prayer chain – he’s in the Bio
Book, up-to-date with AOG, or I will give you his email address.

Catching Up
Monday, October 07, 2013 3:45 PM

If you missed our 40th reunion, you missed seeing some classmates and brides that you’ll never see again on this earth.  There is no doubt that the same
statement is true for our 45th and beyond.  I’ve heard all the lame excuses for non-attendance – gotten too fat, lost too much hair, the water in the toilet
bowls at the Marriott are too high…  There are no scales or barbers at our reunions and it’s tough to catch up over five or more years in four days.  Bob
Hensler noted that he was surprised how fast he could recognize classmates by looking in their eyes – the process makes years and pounds fade away and
produces smiles that you will love.  We are coming to grips with the fact that there are no guarantees with regard to health and other occurrences.  Call or
email a classmate, think about attending a mini-reunion, renew a friendship that sustained you through school, Ranger, combat, or any other rough spot
because YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.

Woessners & Mannings Cruise
Monday, October 07, 2013 10:52 AM

 Happy cruisers Carl & Sherry Woessner and Larry & Elaine Manning somewhere
in the North Sea. 

Picnic in Colorado
Monday, October 07, 2013 10:49 AM



 Paul Baerman showing off his contribution to the Colorado Contingent picnic with
Tom Martin anxiously waiting for him to cut him a piece.

USMAPS Ceremonies Kick Off our 50 Year Affiliation Program
Wednesday, August 28, 2013 4:39 PM

  Jim
Orahood checked in in late July to let us know that he and George Shoener represented the Poopschool contingent of our class at the USMAPS R day
ceremony a couple of days before. Dale Hansen and Dutch Hostler also attended as AOG and class representatives. While Dutch has been tailing the Class
of 67 reps to see how they are handling their 50 year affiliation program, the USMAPS event is our class’ first official function because this year’s prep school
class will flow into the USMA Class of 2018 – the class that will graduate 50 years after us. Jim reports that, compared to our day, this USMAPS is a whole new
school with a whole new approach, yet still a prep school. Our classmates talked to parents and siblings (about 400) all morning – from 7am – as they
dropped off 230 cadet candidates, then attended a briefing for the parents, were introduced by the commandant of USMAP, and Jim (a past USMAPS cadet
candidate and commandant himself) presented him with our class coin that Dutch had slipped him earlier. That afternoon, Jim was the reviewing officer for
their swearing in ceremony. Jim also reported that they are naming things after us and they carried the heritage effort, monuments, pictures, et al from Ft
Belvoir and Ft Monmouth to West Point.
One of the “namings” is the Ericson Challenge – a capstone competition that pits squad against squad on military skills – that was held in early August. Jim
was instrumental in getting Clare Barkovic, Bill’s widow, invited and, as luck would have it, she was going to be in the area anyway. Clare and her husband, Bill
(71) attended as did Dutch Hostler to represent the class and was proud to say that, when he was allowed to show off his marksmanship skills, he did not get
the Stevie Wonder award. If the actual Ericson Challenge was anything like the PowerPoint Ranger presentation, it was quite an event. There are other USMAPS
events – mostly sports around the New York area plus USNAPS and USAFAPS – AND Jim and George welcome your help and participation to kick off our
affiliation with the class 50 years our junior.

Photo Left – Class Vice President Dutch Hostler leads the final charge of the USMAPS Ericson Challenge just before he pulled a hammie

Photo Right – Ericson Challenge winning USMAPS squad with Clare & Bill Barkovic, Dutch & Megan Hostler and USMAPS Commandant LTC Steve Ruth

This Year’s Marchback – A Prelude to Next Year’s Affiliation March
Wednesday, August 28, 2013 4:31 PM

 A dozen members of our Class – mostly old timers in more ways than one --
participated in this year's old grad marchback with the Class of 2017 in an almost stealth fashion to keep helicopter parents of plebes under control. The



veterans who slogged the full distance were: Tony Ambrose, Bill Brown, Craig Carson, John (Tony) Dodson, Dale Hansen, (ring leader) Dutch Hostler,
Tom Jewell, Bob Lower, Dave Martin, Pres Miller, and George Shoener. Newcomer Pete Swan did the short stint in from the ski slope.
The marchback was a warm-up for Pres & Clemm Miller to participate in the West Point Triathlon later in the month. This was Clem’s first entry in this event
and she won her age group. What a way to celebrate being old…
Photo – Clemm & Pres Miller flank the Supe at this year’s West Pont Triathlon”

Pete Swan reported that Pres has accepted the lead for the activities from Marchback through A-Day for our class next year. Dutch is pursuing “Marchback
shirts” to add a ‘68 – ‘18 logo [or maybe just ’68 since ’18 won’t have a crest yet] to the sleeves and a “guidon” for ‘68 to carry over the four years of our
events to emphasize the 50 year affiliation program. Pres will procure the ‘68 Marchback banner.

Robersons Following a Different Trail
Wednesday, August 28, 2013 4:26 PM

 While some classmates were treading with the new cadets in the marchback, Gary
& Cookie Roberson were on a different trail. They met up with family from Hawaii – daughter, son-in-law Fabio, and grandson Renzo – and North Carolina –
son Will, daughter-in-law Cherith and Gary’s brother #4 brother, Don (USNA 73) – in Ayden, North Carolina to trace Gary’s paternal history and sample some
of the local barbecue. The gathering was not only spiritually but physically fulfilling.

Photo  – Three generations of the Roberson Clan – Cherith, Kristi, Cookie, Will, Don, Gary with Renzo, and Fabio – visit Gary’s and Don’s paternal grandparents’
gravesite in Pitt County, NC”

Ohlingers on the Road Again
Wednesday, August 28, 2013 4:21 PM

 Some of you remember a few years back when Chris Ohlinger took is son, Mack
out of school for a year so they could travel together around the world. A couple of years after that, as a reward for becoming an accomplished pianist (like
his Dad) and graduating from high school, Chris took Mack and a friend to Pamplona to run with the bulls. While we all agree that Chris could have save
money by just sending Mack to run the streets of Detroit, Chris thought that was too dangerous. Prior to Pamplona, Mack had also toured each of the service
academies and observed that our rock bound highland home was the only one that had statues of people rather than machines. The poor guy was so dazed
that he accepted an appointment to West Point and completed his Yearling year in May. Before Child Protective Services could nab Chris, he whisked Mack off
to Australia to begin a second lap around the world – only this lap is going to be slower because Mack has to fit being a cadet into and around his father’s
meanderings. The reason for the second lap around the world was that Chris and Mack have discovered that they have yet to see everywhere, but it’s still on
the list… Australia seems to be an odd choice since Chris notes that he at least likes the Western part of the continent about as much as Firestone likes Ford
and reports that what beef he can find to eat is so tough that the burgers have tattoos.

Photo– Chris and Mack Ohlinger in Perth, Australia

DC Class Update
Wednesday, August 28, 2013 4:16 PM

Gordon Tillery emailed an update of our August lunch with classmates. This was the first time in a long time that Pete Sowa attended. He says that, “Once



you’re retired, you have time for lunch!” Jon Dodson related circumstances of a wounded warrior who fell thru cracks in the NG personnel system, and is
struggling financially. Jon passed-the-hat, and promised to deliver the proceeds to tide the young warrior over. Jon also encouraged attendees to consider
joining, (if not already a member) the AOG DC society because it not only sponsors local Founder’s Day, etc. but also is engaged with wounded warrior
projects. All event costs from the June memorial gathering that the DC gang so beautifully put together have been paid with a few buck to spare – which have
been deposited into our Class Admin coffers with the suggestion that it be applied to our 50 year affiliation program. The final Bar Bill at Congressional
Country Club cocktail party was precisely $1,968. Gordie led a rally to get DC classmates to sign up for the marchback with our 50 year affiliation class in 2014.
Henry Riser is looking at heading up a class trip: September 2014 week in Ireland, 5-star hotel, many meals & Irish whiskey & side trips, cost about $1500(?)
per person (golf, air-fare extra). Larry Jordan spoke about the new Supe’s priorities, and current AOG fund raising campaign. Bill Nash reflected on a funeral
he attended – the remains of a USNA grad/Naval Aviator-KIA-in-VN/and Nash family member – and how the event was extremely well-done by USNA. Bill’s
talk triggered Larry Jordan to tell us about how Cows today – prior to making RA election – are taken in small groups to West Point cemetery, where
NOK/family members talk about their loved-one’s duty & sacrifice.

The Class Continues to Give
Wednesday, August 28, 2013 4:09 PM

A neighbor who also runs a B&B in the Watertown, NY area sent me a web link regarding a local St Lawrence River riverside home that has been converted
into a retreat for injured soldiers who are arriving from around the country and asked if I knew anything about it. Yep. It is owned by the non-profit Operation
Grateful Nation and funded primarily by John & Resa Wing to ensure that their donations go straight for what they want – for the good of the troops – and
not for overhead administration, advertising, marketing, etc. Sadly, we need to keep an eye on organizations we contribute to because as they grow, our
donations get gobbled up by things that really don’t help what we originally contributed to. Surry Everett has gathered a collection of charities on our class
website that our classmates have vouched for as doing what they are designed to do – giving folks a hand up. John’s & Resa’s OGN and Dutch & Megan
Hostler’s Help Our Military Heroes certainly fill that bill because no contributions go to administrative issues – both rely heavily on volunteers. Based on the
“by the way” comments I receive from classmates (followed closely by, “Don’t print this!”), I know that the class is engaged in a lot of very worthwhile
assistance programs that help vets, troops, communities, those with currently incurable diseases, and those who have the capability to better themselves and
their family and community but not the financial means. I bring this up not because I think I know how to use your limited resources better than you but to
recommend that you keep an eye on who you give to and how those organizations might be evolving. We have finite resources in so many areas. Reunion is
right around the corner. Let’s make the most of it because YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.

Latest F2 Zoo Mini Reunion in New England
Sunday, August 25, 2013 4:37 PM

  Dave
Clemm reported that the F2 Zoo held a mini-reunion in York, Maine at the end of June.  This year, the Zoo inducted its newest honorary member – John
Wing – and presented him with a Zoo coin created a couple of decades ago by Doug Macfarlane.  This induction began around Firstie year when Bob Kelly
was forced to depart the Zoo during the shuffle and expansion program and found John as a roommate.  Zooites discovered that Bob had sufficiently
corrupted John during and after their time together at West Point and that John was truly deserving of membership in the Zoo.  John reciprocated by hosting
this latest mini-reunion at his home in Maine with Resa Wing rising to the top as the “hostess with the most~est!”  Unfortunately, Bob Kelly was in China and
unable to attend to properly induct John into the Zoo.  This year, the Zoo also decided to honor Frank Nader who had been absent from class gatherings and
circle of friends for many years.  The mini-reunion began a little early when Frank Nader & Connie Isles were able to catch a Boston Red Sox game with Resa
Wing.  The rest of the Zoo gaggle made it to Maine the following day.  In addition to Dave, Frank & Connie, and John & Resa, schedules were shifted and
moons and stars aligned for the following to attend:  Charlie & Deanne Beckwith, Tom & Mary Beierschmitt, Stan & Donna Burwell, Russ & Marge
Fuhrman, Ed & Kay Mendoza, Andy & Dee Silverthorn, and Jim & Lucille Swinney.  Not surprisingly, most of the Zoo arrived in a fog – but it WAS Maine. 
But the weather did not dampen their spirits since the Wings kept the spirits and food coming to supplement lots of tall tales.  The Wings also arranged a trip
into Boston to visit the Union Oyster House for lunch, the Isabella Gardner Art Museum, and the famous Sam Adams Brewery.  As usual, the late ranks included
Chuck Mahan who was able to have a late dinner and spend some time with Frank, Connie, John, & Resa.  As you might expect Chuck arrived with no excuses
but great stories.  Thanks to the Wings, all hope of ever seeing boyish figures and physiques are lost forever.

Photo Left – “John Wing hosting the latest F2 Zoo mini-reunion with Frank Nader, Ed Mendoza, Andy Silverthorn, David Clemm, Charlie Beckwith, Russ Fuhrman, Tom
Beierschmitt, Jim Swinney, and Stan Burwell”

Photo Right – “The Zoo setting the Samuel Adams Brewery back 200 years --  Front row:  Dee Silverthorn, Deanne Beckwith, Mary Beierschmitt, and Lucille Swinney;
Back row:  Ed Mendoza, Andy Silverthorn, David Clemm, Russ Fuhrman, Jim Koch (Sam Adams Founder), Charlie Beckwith, Tom Beierschmitt, Jim Swinney, Stan
Burwell, Donna Burwell, and Connie Isles”

Jim and Alvie Kimball – A Squad Leader’s Worst Nightmare
Sunday, August 25, 2013 4:32 PM



 In July, Jim Kimball left Ronnie at home to work on his dental office in
Chattanooga while he traveled to Maine on a “family vacation” with their daughter, son-in-law, and three grandchildren in Bar Harbor.  Since he was in the
neighborhood, he first stopped off in Orland for a night to visit with his old Beast Barracks squad mate, Al Kimball at his and Cindi’s B&B.  Jim and Al had a
great time talking about earlier adventures and exploits which never cease to startle Cindi.  Next month, Jim & Ronnie will travel to New York for our reunion
with Bill & Jerry Raines, who also live in Chattanooga where Bill heads up a commercial real estate firm.

Photo  – “Beast Squad Mates Jim Kimball and Alvion Kimball this summer in Orland, Maine”

Allan Crecelius Adds to Harem
Sunday, August 25, 2013 4:29 PM

 Normally, when we hear from Allan Crecelius, he includes a picture with attractive women hanging on and
around him.  This report is not too different.  He and Sandy have become first-time grandparents (finally).  Daughter Casey gave birth to a beautiful baby girl
on July 12th. The picture he included was of him holding her on day two of her life and captures her early intellect by using two positives that create a negative
when she told him, “Yeah, right,” after he suggested that she should call him Mister Grandfather, Sir. 

Photo – “First time Grandpa Allan Crecelius losing his heart to a new girl”

Bruce Korda Sets the Record Straight – Memorial Gathering Redoux
Sunday, August 25, 2013 4:22 PM



 

 Shortly after I reported on our spectacular class Vietnam gathering in June, Bruce
Korda dropped a note – and picture to set names and relationships straight.  I apologize for getting associations wrong, but I’m happy that it spurred Bruce
on to give A2 proper billing and keeping us posted with the news that he and the former Patricia Kennedy were married on 11 August in Arlington VA with
classmates Dick McClelland and Chuck Mahan in attendance.

 Photo Left – “Standing: Jack & Meg Miller and Bruce Korda; Seated Bruce Brown, Susan Budrys with Dick McClelland, and Patricia Kennedy”

 Photo Right – “In case you’re still wondering, Patricia Kennedy was very much with Bruce Korda at the Congressional Country Club”

Photo Bottom Right – “The Korda-Kennedy wedding on 11 August – Bruce’s daughters, Ellen (L) and Pamela(R) and granddaughter Julia flank the newlyweds”

Sandy Cohn Update
Sunday, August 25, 2013 4:19 PM

The Vietnam Memorial Ceremony gave a lot of us a chance to catch up.  Unfortunately, space limited my meeting with Sandy & Kathy Cohn.  Sandy
introduces himself to outsiders as the longest retired member of our class (1970) and also the lowest ranking (CPT).  Last year Sandy & Kathy went to
Austerlitz in the Czech Republic, where he is scheduled to give the Keynote Address on the Battle of Austerlitz at the Napoleonic Historical Society.  As a Plebe,
a Firstie asked Sandy at breakfast, "Cohn, tell me all you know about the Battle of Austerlitz.”  That’s when the Firsties discovered that Sandy had been reading
the West Point Atlas of American Wars since he was 12 and Napoleon since he was 14.  Also, last year, Kathy and Sandy met Brian Copley and his family in
Inverness, where Sandy wore his kilt (Mother was a Shaw).  He has taped History Channel "An Officer and a Movie" interviews and biographies (Robert E. Lee,
Jefferson Davis, Teddy Roosevelt, Bobby Kennedy, and Dwight Eisenhower) for A&E's Biographies.  While his syndicated column continues to thrive, he keeps
himself busy writing Congress, Cliffs & Common Sense (on Amazon) and has two more books in the works – all while he and Kathy travel to the West Coast to
visit three grandchildren and Sandy’s father, plus two grandkids in Virginia and one in New York.

Stunning and Sad Loss of John Calabro
Sunday, August 25, 2013 4:14 PM

 Tony Ambrose and Dutch Hostler reported that John Calabro was laid to rest at
West Point on July 18 under clear, warm, sunny skies, not much different from those of 1 July 1964.  Other classmates and brides also in attendance were
Dave Martin, Dale Hansen, Pat Toffler, Bob Balog, Ray Puffer, and Dan & Catherine Kaufman, Megan Hostler, and Linda Ambrose.  John’s wake and
funeral were heavily attended by the West Point community, the AOG, the Long Gray Line, and the Cornwall-on-Hudson community.  Angela was surrounded
by family and a great many friends.  Both of John's sons, Tony and Jack, offered remembrances of their Dad.  Dan Kaufman did a terrific job as one of three
of John's eulogists and has volunteered to coordinate the writing of John’ Memorial Article – with your help.  After John's service, he mentioned to Dutch that
when you are giving a eulogy to a mixed audience in a church, about eighty percent of his material was inappropriate, so he couldn't use it.  The Memorial



Article promises to be a must read.

 Photo – “Dutch & Megan Hostler, Tony & Linda Ambrose, Dave Martin, Dale Hansen, Ray Puffer, and Dan & Catherine Kaufman at John Calabro’s interment at
West Pont in July”

For Those Who Have Not Recently Visited With Classmates
Sunday, August 25, 2013 4:13 PM

After the Zoo mini-reunion, David Clemm reflected that, as we get older, it is amazing how much fun we have when we get together and how rapidly we can
recall and regale one another with tales from the past.  While we are still agile and healthy enough, David encourages all of us to try to schedule an event with
our classmates to remember and appreciate our shared sacrifices both at WP and in military service, and recognize that we were among an elite group of
people who, for the most part, have done great things for our nation, its military, and its industries.  For that, we should be grateful – and remember, YOU’RE
ALL WE GOT!

Class Vietnam Memorial Pictures
Wednesday, July 24, 2013 11:00 PM

 A picture of Carol Geiser St. George (Jim Geiser’s sister) pointing at
her brother's name on The Wall

 

  Roses
and Wreath at The Wall

Class of '68 Vietnam Memorial June Event
Wednesday, July 17, 2013 5:39 PM

 

For more photos, click here.
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USMAPS Platoon Mates at their Annual Gathering
12/12/2013

Like Dick Shipley, every year, Art Ackerman

passes through Colorado on his way to go

pheasant hunting with friends in Kansas.  Art has

made a practice of stopping off in Denver to visit

USMAPS classmate John Hoffman.  This year, we

got a photo to mark the meeting.  Art is back

needling complacent libs on the left coast and

trying to spruce up the satellite communications

industry, while John runs a night court and is a

heavy charity supporter in Denver.

Photo  – John Hoffman and Art Ackerman in

Denver

Dave Drummond Braves Cold
12/12/2013

Very early on December 7, Dave Drummond

showed his duty toward his community by getting

up, dressing up like George Washington, and

participating in the Lawrence, Kansas Christmas

Parade.  It was zero degrees at 7:30 AM, seven

degrees at the start of the parade, and 11 degrees

at the end of the parade.  The bright side was that

the local kids loved it and Dave hoped that Irene

would let him sleep inside that night.
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Photo  – Dave (George Washington) Drummond at the Lawrence, KS Christmas Parade this year

Classmates and Families Help Perpetuate History
12/12/2013

Bill Marriott reports that he participated in the 2013 gathering at the Rocky Run Middle School in

Chantilly, Virginia, that seeks to gather oral history from veterans and others who experienced the

war (serving military, civilians, holocaust survivors, etc.).  Initially, the school hosted WW II

veterans, but has recently expanded the agenda to include veterans of all wars so they can

discuss, and share experiences with students, staff and faculty. The school’s Oral History event is

conducted each year around D-Day.  Bill says the operation is first class and well worth attending

and participating.  Examples of recent gatherings are at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-

T9OcKVXhY and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggPv_T62aA0.  For classmates who might

want to either learn more about the event, participate or observe, the next event is on 6 June

2014.  Bill can answer and help you get enrolled.  Bill reminded us that trying to teach the kids

close order drill and having them recite “The Days” is currently frowned upon.

Veterans Day Ceremony and ’68 Classmates in Calendar
12/12/2013

Glen Hewitt and Gordon Tillery attended the Veteran’s Day ceremony at Rocky Versace Plaza in

Alexandria.  The Plaza is a memorial to 67 “sons of Alexandria” killed in Vietnam.  One of those 67

is our classmate Henry Spengler.  More on Rocky Versace is at

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Versace.  The “Friends of Rocky Versace” (who also conducted

the ceremony) have produced a calendar honoring academy graduates killed in Vietnam in

addition to those 67 sons-of-Alexandria.  Our 20 classmates are shown on one page.  At lunch,

our DC-area classmates agreed to mail a calendar to the NOK of each our 20 lost classmates on

behalf of our Class. Karl Leatham volunteered to do the mailing (using the comprehensive NOK

list Henry Riser compiled this spring) with a letter indicating the calendar is provided by the

Class.  Rest assured that you participated because the funds for calendar and mailing were

provided from class admin account.

Reunion Reflections
12/12/2013

Claude Johnson’s bride, Tina, wrote a very nice
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note thanking everyone who contributed and

posted reunion pictures and explaining why they

were unable to attend these latest festivities.  Now

that they are working into retirement, like Peter Wallace and his bride, Barbara, the Johnsons

moved to Florida but spend much of their time in Europe in Tremezzo, Italy a little town on Lake

Como – between the Wallaces and the Akars.  To return to the US for a week while the weather

is still good there and while Florida remains a petri dish is financially and physically difficult.

Claude & Tina are thankful that D3 remains close and has mini reunions and they assure us that

they realize the importance of the bonds that were developed by living through the West Point

experience; military life; and just plain life itself.  As a follow-on to Claude’s and Tina’s note, D3

company mate Chuck Giasson let us know that Sam Brooks appreciates calls and (especially)

visits.  If you know Sam and want to visit, call or email Chuck (703-799-1560,

Chckret@gmail.com) and he will coordinate with Sam’s bride, Diane, and a local D3 company

mate (to join you) for the visit.

Photo Left – Ralph Tuccillo and Chuck Mahan with Sandy Tuccillo and Susan Ohle in the

background at the Memorial gathering at the West Point Cemetery during our reunion

Photo Right – Any TAC’s worst nightmare – Pat Jonas, BG Weeks, Steve Marcuccilli, Hank

Toczylowski, and Nellie Laughton in default expression at our reunion

Susan Carson Reports on Reunion Prep
12/12/2013

Craig Carson’s bride, Susan, shared photos of classmates and brides that led up to and included

what she saw of the reunion.
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Photo Left – John Hedley grilling for A1

classmates at his home at Lake Norman with Susan & Craig Carson

Photo Right – Mark Hansen escaping Arizona dry heat in the summer at his Michigan summer

home when the Carsons came to visit

More Reunion Reflections
12/12/2013

Susan Carson forwarded the following pictures from the reunion.

Photo Left – Tony Dodson, John Dallen, Craig

Carson, and Frances Dallen at our reunion last September

Photo Right – Margie Hedley, Mary Jane Rhodes, Bonnie Barnes, and John Hedley at the

Memorial Service during the reunion

Reunion Golf Outing Recorded and Expanded
12/12/2013

In normal fine style, Fred Hoblit forwarded a

bunch of pictures showing some of our reunion

highlights.  He did an especially good job in

chronicling the golf outing, in which he was part of

the second place team in the scramble.

Photo Left – Reunion Golf outing second place
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team Fred Hoblit, Bruce Korda, Dick McClelland, and Ralph Tuccillo

Seeing so many pictures of Ralph Tuccillo

highlights his omnipresence.  As a follow-up, he

reported on his recent visit to Sedona, Arizona,

where he got to spend an afternoon with

classmate James Muir.  James entered with our

class in 1964 but resigned yearling year.  He was

commissioned by our class to create the Thomas

Jefferson life size statue placed in the rotunda of the Cadet Library and dedicated at our 40th

reunion.  James is renowned for his Western, military, historical, and patriotic sculptures and has

over 20 life-size and monumental sculptures in public locations the US.  While visiting, James

showed Ralph the detailed process for making a bronze statue.  James welcomes classmates at

his studio.  His web site www.jamesmuir.com. Dave Ohle added that James wrote a nice piece in

Both Sides of the Wall, Volume II.

Photo Right– Fred Hoblit, Ralph Tuccillo, and Mike Palone getting warmed up at the reunion golf

outing

Preparing for our 50th Reunion
12/12/2013

While Susan was taking pictures of her favorite class members and their brides, hubby Craig

Carson was busy with classmates to ensure our 50th reunion and class gift will be memorable

and enduring.  Through connections of A1 company mate Tom Barnes, the Fallen Graduate

Memorial Scholarship Program initiated by Craig and launched by our Class will be among the

items featured in a pre-Army-Navy game special on CBS Sports Network.  Tom and Craig were

interviewed in connection with this segment of the show, as was Jennifer Bowers and her family.

Jennifer is the daughter of a graduate who was killed by hostile action in the War on Terror and is

the first to receive financial educational assistance through the Program. Paul DeCoursey has

volunteered to lead fund-raising for our 50th Reunion Class Gift and is already working to rally

Company Reps to encourage us to consider making a gift in support of this effort.  When Andy

Shaffer and Craig were discussing how to most efficiently get both volumes of Both Sides of the

Wall put in digital format, Craig mentioned that he had almost all of the Pointer Magazines

produced while we were cadets.  Upon overhearing the conversation, Bruce Korda added that he

too had a stash of Pointers as well as Beast Barracks and Buckner magazines that he would anti

up.  Since Bruce is looking to lighten his moving load prior to a pending retirement move to

Naples, Florida, and Andy Shaffer knows of a vendor that could digitize the memorable
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publications and get them into e-reader format, a new donation incentive was born.

Dick Steiner not only has made CDs from our 35th, 40th, and 45th reunions that contain great

music from back-in-the day available for purchase, he is looking for our input for the next CD for

our 50th reunion.  Dick promises a CD of our “favorites” from that era and wants you to nominate

your favorite (64-68) music.  Dick will allow songs outside those years, if there is a special

connection (e.g., Teach Me Tiger for obvious reason).  Contact him dicksteiner@dicksteiner.com.

USMAPS Class of 2014 and our 50 Year Affiliation
12/12/2013

On the Sunday at the end of our reunion in

September, USMAPS opened its football season

against Gattaca Academy. George Shoener not

only attended, he participated in the coin toss.

USMAPS won by 40 points – the football program

may be looking up with the new Poopschool class.

Later, George represented the class as a guest

speaker at the USMAPS Veterans' Day

Ceremony.

Photo Left – George Shoener opens the USMAPS football season by tossing the coin

Ex-USMAPS Commandant Jim Orahood reported

that his company mate and our classmate, John

(Tony) Dodson, represented the class at the

UMAPS Thanksgiving banquet.  Tony, who lives in

Highland Falls, attends functions when others can't

make it.  His bride, Barbara "Charlie" Murphy, is

a local firefighter and a friend of the current

USMAPS Commandant and his wife. &nbsp

Photo Right – Cadet Candidate Patience Wilcox

with Tony Dodson at the USMAPS Thanksgiving

banquet – No Task Too Great

Marchback and 50 Year Affiliation
12/12/2013

In the long ago past, Dutch Hostler introduced the

concept of marching back from Lake Frederick with
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the new Plebe class to the class as a fund raising

event and a good way for classmates to get

together, remember earlier (younger) days and

classmates who could no longer march with us.

Today, the event has mushroomed into a major

event in itself and a cornerstone to our 50 Year

Affiliation participation with the Class of 2018.  This will be our first opportunity to meet the New

Cadets as a full class.  These days, the marchback has become slightly abbreviated – wandering

about 10 miles through the hills from Camp Buckner to the Ski Lodge, which takes about 4 ½

hours with stops.  After all the Cadet Companies have arrived at the ski slope and gotten spiffied

up, the entire gaggle will march the last 2 miles to the Supe's Quarters in "formation".  Our class is

authorized 40 slots for the whole 12 miles, and unlimited slots for the last 2 miles.  We can

probably get a few more than the 40 if we need them.  The goal is to have 100 '68 Classmates

participate in this event.  No previous Class has come close.  If you are even remotely interested

in helping the class meet our goal, go to www.westpointaog.org/GMBNotification and sign up to be

notified when actual registration opens next June. As the 50 Year Class, we should get advance

notice for registration. When notified, sign up immediately, because it fills quickly.  If you have

further questions, contact Pres Miller, the Class POC for this event.

Photo Left – Pres Miller, Dutch Hostler, and Dave Martin hold up the Marchback last August to

mug for a picture”

As an earlier kickoff to our Affiliation events, our DC classmate group agreed at their November

lunch, to participate the local DC WP Parent Club event with DC-area men & women about to

become New Cadets in the class of 2018.

Losses of Steve Williams and Art Torres
12/12/2013

Since our last report, we have lost two more from our ranks.  Let me know if you want any family

contact information.

Steve Williams passed away in his sleep early on 6 October at his home in Colorado Springs,

CO.  His passing ends his long battle with renal illness and congestive heart disease.  His bride,

Ellie, and his two children - son Chris and daughter Lori - were at his side.  At Steve's request,

Paul Baerman is leading the project to create Steve’s Memorial Article.  Steve's Academy days
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roommate, Larry Fulton, , and Greg Parlier ('74), a partner of Steve's from teaching days at the

Dept of Engineering, have given already provided material.

On 19 November, Art Torres passed away in Rio Rancho, NM and was interred in Santa Fe

national Cemetery, Santa Fe, NM.  Company mate and neighbor (living within 100 miles of each

other) Mike Peters has stepped up to honcho Art’s Memorial Article.  Mike also attended Art’s

funeral.

More Sad News – Classmate Brides
12/12/2013

I neglected to report in our earlier Notes that sad news that Patricia (Pattiann), Patty O'Keefe's

bride of 40 years lost her protracted battle with cancer on 10 September.  As a much loved and

revered teacher in the Boston community, her funeral was well attended and reflected a

celebration of her life.  Hockey team mates John Wing and Stott Carleton also attended with

their respective brides, Resa and Bobbie.

Jay Johnson just sent the sad news that his bride, Pat, passed away in the hospital on December

4.  Jay and their daughters, Kara and Krista, were with her when she passed.  Jay related to me

that Pat had taken a bad fall a number of years ago and never fully healed from her numerous

and painful injuries.  Pat’s wishes were to be cremated and the family will look after her cremains

at a later date.

As above, let me know if you want any family contact information.

Some Better News
12/12/2013

On a brighter side, Ollie Johnson reports that, while he’s not a poster child for knee

replacements, he is slowly recovering from a “staph” infection” he picked up while going through

the procedure.  He has been out of action about 5 months and will be on antibiotics through

January.  In typical gracious style, Ollie was more concerned about Dick Shipley, who has

received encouraging news about his cancer and has spent most of the fall and winter doing what

he likes most – being with family and hunting.  Both report that they are looking forward to

attending our 50th reunion.

All this news is a reminder that, as we have known since before graduation, there are no

certainties in this life.  While we may have reached a point when we have stopped lying about our

age and started bragging about it.  Personally, I want people to know "why" I look this way – we’ve

traveled a long way and some of the roads weren't paved.  Still, we must take advantage of, and

embrace what we have now because YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.
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1968 CLASS NOTES  

Tom Vollrath Requests Input From About a Quarter of Our Class 
4/9/2014 
After almost 46 years, Tom Vollrath has checked in – to ask for our help.  It has taken this long to switch 
his focus from his own Corvette purchase and realize the enormity of our class purchase.  He reminded 
us that almost a quarter of our class purchased about one percent of the 1968 Corvettes produced for 
1968.  The perspective of time has shown a purchase of this magnitude to be a unique and exciting 
event.  Therefore, with our help, he is attempting to document, chronicle and share our class Corvette 
purchase experience in an article for the National Corvette Restorers Society "Corvette Restorer" 
magazine.  He is looking for copies of any pictures, articles, or paperwork that documents our 
experience from the fall car show, our first test drive at Cullum Hall, to delivery and our approximate 
two week driving restriction to post. Tom is especially looking for any pictures of our Corvettes parked 
together on post or at A&C Chevrolet that might begin to quantify our combined purchase.  While 
emails of scanned (.jpg, 300dpi) photos & paperwork is preferred, he promises to scan any hardcopies 
that are mailed to him and have them on their way back to you within a week.  He will also share the 
article with any classmate that is interested.  Tom can be contacted attom_vollrath@hotmail.com.  If 
you want to know any other way to contact Tom, check the last two Reunion Bio Books or contact me. 
 
 

Bowlings Still Enjoying the Dance 
4/9/2014 

Marty Bowling dropped a note to let us know how 
much he and Barbara enjoyed our reunion and that he is still as fully engaged as he wants to be with 
international consulting in the energy field which entails frequent trips to the United Arabic Emirates in 
Abu Dhabi.  When Marty mentioned that his Barbara assists him with the technical editing of reports, I 
can’t help but reflect upon the decades my Barbara has edited these Class Notes babblings (I snuck this 
sentence in after her latest editing job). When not traveling for business, the Bowlings are packing out 
of either their places on the Chesapeake Bay in Virginia or Sarasota, Florida for cruising on the Atlantic, 
Med, Baltic, and Tasman.  Their most recent trip was a Zumba cruise to Cozumel, Mexico in preparation 
for their 45th wedding anniversary because they feel fortunate to still be able to dance up to four hours 



a day. 
Photo: Marty & Barbara Bowling making Mr. Kress, Mr. Lewis, and Mrs. Holland proud 
 
 

PITA Searching for Allan Crecelius 
4/9/2014 

To break up winter in Southern California, Allan Creceliusand 
his bride, Sandy Comrie, spent a week at the Alisal Guest Ranch north of Santa Barbara with the 
President of the Class of ’71 and his bride.  They have been friends since meeting on an AOG cruise out 
of Barbados years ago.  They drove up to the restaurant where one of the scenes from the movie 
Sideways was filmed for a two‐hour lunch (along with bottles of wine for each hour).  The next morning, 
Allan & Sandy took a trail ride for breakfast in the hills – more as a punishment to the horse he rode.  I 
don’t know who looks sadder – Allan, who is not used to being up so early or the horse who wishes 
Allan had stuck with golf. 
 
 

Class Mini‐Reunion in Ireland About Wrapped Up 
4/9/2014 
Henry & Karen Riser tell us that we have a great gathering for the week in Ireland that kicks off on 14 
September.  Those already signed up include:  Bill & Clare (Ericson) Barkovic, Mark & Jill Barnett, Joe & 
Judy Creeden, Orca & Barbara Gerard, Skip & Joan Greeby (considering going on to Paris after Ireland. 
If interested, contact Skip at skip@greeby.com), John & Margie Hedley, John & Kit Heisel(doing a Scots 
Irish Tour before we meet in Shannon.  If interested, contact John atjheisel46@att.net), Tom & 
Stephanie Kurkjian, Robert & Olga Ivanco (friends of Kurkjians), Jock & Malena Merriam (at least a 2nd 
trip to Ireland for them), Ray & Mary Jane Rhodes, Henry & Karen Riser, Fred & Sallie Shahid, Bob & 
Carol Shimp, John & Monique Boom (friends of Shimps), Dick & Kathy Shipley, Bob & Lynne Uhler, 
and Greg & Pam Unangst.  The week’s package includes: hotel room, daily breakfast buffet, spa and 
pool use, two dinners, four tours, Irish dance instruction and musical entertainment, Irish Whiskey Trail 
whiskey tastings, Irish history talks, traditional Irish knitting demonstration, and Shannon Airport Bus 
Transfers.  This is a great trip to take if you don’t feel comfortable any more doing things that came 
easily when we were younger – like driving on the left‐hand side of the road – after happy hour…  If you 
are interested and haven’t signed up, hurry to 
: http://www.irelandreunions.com/USMA68IRELANDTOUR/.  You'll find all the information you need 
about the trip and can make a reservation if you wish. Space is limited so act soon. A wait list will be 



established, if we reach capacity. 
 
 

More Class Travel Planned 
4/9/2014 
While making travel plans, remember the two‐week Grand Mediterranean on Princess Cruise Lines’ 
Island Princess sailing out of Barcelona, Spain on 7 September 2015 set up by John Hedley.  It looks like 
a great trip (ports include:  Toulon (for Provence), France; Florence/Pisa (Livorno), Italy; Rome 
(Civitavecchia), Italy; Naples, Italy (for Capri & Pompeii); Mykonos, Greece; Istanbul, Turkey; Kusadasi, 
Turkey (for Ephesus); Tuesday, Athens (Piraeus), Greece; and Venice, Italy) at a good price ‐‐ especially 
with classmates.  For more info, go 
to http://www.princess.com/find/cruiseDetails.do?voyageCode=2518 and contact John Hedley 
at johnhedley@bellsouth.net to sign up.  Charlie Beckwith and Jim Swinney already have and are 
pushing to make it their 2015 Zoo mini reunion. 
 
 

Bob Alexander Still Serving 
4/9/2014 
Bob Alexander sent an email to let us know that he is still among classmates working for the Army as a 
(very) senior ORSA‐file at Fort Eustis.  When not traveling to Korea and Kansas, he’s still involved with 
the local West Point Society and service to the troops with outfits like the Habitat for Heroes Program. 
 
 

Founder’s Day in Texas 
4/9/2014 

Although we don’t hear from Ray Vinton often, when 
he reports in, it’s with gold.  He and Liz attended the West Point Society of North Texas Founder's Day 
celebration in Dallas with Phil & Linda Samuel, Ross & Margaret Irvin, and about 200 other grads. The 
oldest grad represented his class with grace and humor, and the Commandant was interesting.  Click on 
our Photo Album at the top of the page for more pictures. 
 
 

50 Year Affiliation Program 
4/9/2014 
Ray Rhodes has identified West Point Parents Clubs around the country and is still attempting to 
introduce us – as the class of 2018 50‐year Affiliation class.  Word is also dribbling into him from West 
Point Department of Admissions regarding who has already accepted appointments.  Many WPPCs 
have a “hail and farewell” gathering in June to (among other things) welcome New Cadets and their 
parents.  It is our hope that a classmate will be at each of those gatherings to introduce our class to 



them and present acceptance certificates.  If the New Cadet or his or her parent cannot attend, we 
need classmates to deliver the certificate to their home.  If that doesn’t work, certificates will be mailed 
out on behalf of the class.  Tom Barnes, Craig Carson, Jerry Cobb, John Hedley are backing Ray up as 
regional coordinators.  What are still needed are classmates to step up to join with the local WPPCs and 
help deliver certificates.  If we all pull together, the work will be light, the class can be drawn together, 
and we’ll be making a great impression on communities and these New Cadets.  If you can help and 
have yet to be contacted, get ahold of Ray at LRRHODES@aol.com.  If you want to participate in R‐Day 
activities (no, you cannot be the Cadet in the Red Sash) or Marchback, contact John 
Dodson (thayer11@aol.com) or Pres Miller (nvelop@aol.com), respectively. 
 
 

DC Area Classmates Prepare for Marchback 
4/9/2014 

In preparation for the Marchback, (lunch 
organizer)Craig O’Connor, (hike boss) Rick Rhoades, andGordon Tillery pulled five other classmates 
together for a 2nd monthly five mile trek in the Northern Virginia area.  This time, they were joined 
by Terry Wong, Jess Gatlin, Tom Vollrath, Mike Mears, andRick Wright at Sky Meadows State Park 
near Delaplane, Virginia.  Their route linked up with the Appalachian Trail which they followed for a 
mile or so, and capped it all off with lunch at Hunter's Head Tavern in Upperville.  Mike Mears took the 
opportunity to express his appreciation for reporting on Pete Wallace’s and Barbara’s son. Mike’s 
& Pat’s Alex is also in Afghanistan – probably in the last group to come out.  The photo was taken by a 
member of the class of 67 who said, “Smile if you went home for Plebe Christmas.”  When Chris 
Ohlinger saw this photo, he immediately noted that there were neither bartenders nor Hooters 
waitresses visible, and therefore way too primitive for him. 
 
 

Classmate Loved Ones 
4/9/2014 
You may already know that Classmate Jerry Crawford related the sad news that he lost his bride and 
best friend, Dorothy, in early April.  Jerry arranged for an informal gathering to celebrate Dorothy’s 
life.  If you want to contact Jerry and did not receive my earlier email, contact me.  Dorothy had a blood 
disorder that required a bone marrow transplant, which she had but it did not fully take perhaps partly 
because there was not a fully matching donor.  This issue was brought about because not enough 
people know how easy it is to be a donor and are not in the registry.  Jerry has asked that, as we 
consider our annual charitable donations, please keep in mind the "Be The Match" organization at 
bethematch.org to help others. 
Last month, Ed Garrison reported on his facebook page that he and Jean lost their beautiful 30 year old 
daughter, Liz.  This has been a rough month for the Garrisons – just overnight, their lives were changed 
forever. If you want to reach out to them and don’t have a Bio book, contact me. 
 



Pat Jonas Gets It 
4/9/2014 

When not spearheading Open Arms Free Health 
Clinic, Pat Jonas is still remembering our gathering last June at the Vietnam memorial and says that he 
loves our class so much that he attended our 45th reunion twice.  He confides that, every day when he 
puts his ring on, he thinks of our class, his West Point friends, and the Academy, and feels blessed by all 
of it. Some days he wears our class crest closest to his heart to stay mindful of situations that are 
happening to friends from the class.  Many days he wears our ring the "traditional" way and think of the 
needs of the Academy and the nation.  To him, it is an ever‐present reminder of Duty, Honor, Country, 
No Task Too Great, and that YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT. 
Photo – Pat Jonas and company mat Jack Gerke at Congressional Country Club last June 
 
 

Morands Tour South America 
3/19/2014 

Publishing our Notes is fun in so many ways. Not only 
do we get to hear about classmate adventures, but I know that publication serves as a reminder that 
some of you were going to share something a couple of months ago and never got around to it. Such 
must have been the case with Lee Morandwhen he sent a picture of him & Ginny at Machu Picchu 
taken last October 2013. That was it – just the picture, where it was taken, who was in it, and when it 
was taken. Although they didn’t say anything about also traveling to Ecuador, polishing language skills, 
and savoring a fresh Guinea pig after a day’s climb in the Andes, you can bet that they did all that too. 
 
 
 
 



Halsteads Still Celebrating Across the US 
3/19/2014 

As Gary Halstead stated in his 45th reunion 
bio,“Patti and I continue to love, appreciate and thrive on all the joys of our travels and activities. Family 
and friends continue to be the bedrock of our great life together.”The last time most of us saw Gary & 
Patti was at our reunion in September living the experience to the fullest. There was no doubt that they 
attended the Army‐Air Force game in Colorado Springs with the rest of the Colorado contingent. After 
that, my guess was that they were visiting kids and preparing for ski season in the Rocky Mountain High 
state. And, as usual, I would be wrong – just ask Barbara. This time, Pres Miller was the man of few 
words with a photo of Gary & Patti in Scottsdale in a typical pose with nothing more to add. 
 
 

Bodenhamers on the Move 
3/19/2014 

Like the Halsteads, after the reunion, Jim & Julia 
Bodenhamer were off visiting children, grandchildren, family, friends, and classmates. Their daughter 
and son‐in‐law are headed back to West Point where he will join the civil engineering faculty. Their son 
and his family are still barricaded in the suburbs of Detroit where he is attached to the Detroit Arsenal 
working on new designs that would allow army vehicles to drive themselves in view of the most 
manpower drawdown. The Bodenhamers stopped in West Palm Beach, Florida after a Disneyworld tour 
with their son’s and family, to visit Jock & Melena Merriam. As usual, the Merriams arranged a perfect 
adventure complete with fire by the pool and sunset on the beach! 
 



Wallaces Continue Mixture of Mildness – or Madness 
3/19/2014 
No sooner were Peter Wallace and his Barbara settled back in Tampa after springing, summering and 
falling in France, then they were on their way to North Carolina to bid hale and farewell to Pete’s son, 
who has just returned from Afghanistan and was about to return on his 4th deployment. Pete, kidded 
his son about writing a book called, FILO ‐ first in, last out. In 2002, when he was an optimistic LT, his 
battalion of the 82nd was the first regular troop unit in the country. In 2006, he commanded a company 
for a year, and established an infinite kill ratio by keeping the Virgins in Heaven busy while not losing a 
single guy. To try a unique combat arms experience, he commanded companies in the Old Guard and 
buried 100s of those, including friends and heroes like Rich & Julie Cliff’s son, who paid the ultimate 
price. In 2009, he ran the night shift (while Larry Jordan’s son ran the day shift) of the operations center 
for RC South. After that, he thought he was done. The decision to deploy his battalion was rather last 
minute, a bit unfocused, and open ended – sort of an oh‐by‐the way "Clean Up Committee.” As you 
know, I don’t usually dwell on our class kids – these Notes are about us – but Afghanistan has been a 
huge part of a lot of our lives – and an ever greater part of our kids’ lives – folks with multiple tours 
wonder about that. They are a very few who have stepped up to carry the burden. And it places a strain 
on parents as well. 
 
 

John (Tony) Dodson Has Not Strayed Far from West Point 
3/19/2014 
Each Holiday season, we look forward to the year put to poetry by Donna Lee and Carol Shimp so we 
can wonder what it was that they actually did. This year, John Dodson & Charlie harkened back to real 
old Corps and a produced a letter as seen through the eyes of their cat – al a Pyrene – the chief cat of 
the Mess Hall and Pointer fame. It brought back some good memories as “George” (named after an NY 
governor that Charlie used to work with) is also Ranger and Airborne qualified – not unlike a few 
hamsters referred to in our "Both Sides of the Wall" sagas. George also let us know that, while John is 
doing engineering consulting work in Africa, in NY State, and around Highland Falls, his brother is still 
working at West Point. 
 
 

Risers Dodge East Coast Weather 
3/19/2014 

NOAA needs to enlist the Riser Clan for East Coast 



weather prediction. Henry’s brother found a condo about 100 meters east of the Florida panhandle‐
Alabama line and the rest of the siblings chipped in to secure it for most of February through Mardi 
Gras in Mobile – it’s also right next door to the celebrated (at least in the South by Jimmy Buffett fans) 
Florabama bar – what used to be a flip‐flop hang out and has now become an week‐day senior day care 
center where you can play bingo during happy hour and feel young around the snow birds. When the 
temps were in the teens and snow blowing from Atlanta to Maine, Henry & Karen and theGerards (Dick 
& Kathy Shipley were also supposed to visit but tests and appointments got in the way) tried to do the 
rest of the Single Malt Sipping Society proud, walked on some pristine sand, and planned for the Class 
Ireland trip in September. 
 
Photo: Karen & Henry Riser roughing winter with a beach stroll to Florabama 
 
 

USMAPS Founders Day Supported by Class 
3/19/2014 

As part of our 50 year Affiliation Program and our 
continued investment in the Class of 2018, Dan Kaufman, Dutch Hostler, and John Dodson kicked off 
Founders Day by participating in the ceremony held at the USMAPS for the Class of 2014 – the class that 
will be folding into the USMA Class of 2018. Dan spoke as the USMA representative, while Dutch spoke 
as the oldest grad, and John Dodson attended for class support. Our Dutch and Dan not only kept the 
Cadet Candidates awake, but the Poopsters stated that they appreciate the quality time, energy, and 
professional care that our class is already providing to our affiliation class. 
Photo:  John Dodson, Dutch Hostler, and Dan Kaufman at the USMAPS Founders Day Celebration 
 
 

Shahids Have Ample Reason to Appreciate Our Affiliation Program 
3/19/2014 
Fred Shahid dropped a note to let us all know that he has new reason to prepare for the March Back in 
August because his and Sallie’s grandson, Michael F. James has received an appointment to join the 
USMA class of 2018. His mom and dad are graduates from the class of 1992. I believe that Michael is 
the first class grandchild to enter. Needless to say, now that Fred’s & Sallie’s grandson has received his 
appointment, they will attest to the fact that The Corps is in good hands. 
 
 

Chris Ohlinger On the Loose 
3/19/2014 
We received a broadcast blast from Chris Ohlinger informing us that he has sold his company, Service 
Industry Research Systems (SIRS), Inc., is considering semi‐retirement and is now even more unleashed 
on the world with a furious whimsy completely unfettered from common sense or restricted by 
convention or good taste. He says that he has tried to show his son the importance of having a stretch 



plan (which is important) and a grand dream (which is essential) – and, hopefully the two might be 
connected. His plan is completed – which we all know starts to unravel at the line of departure and 
contact. He is beginning his dream which, according to his heart doctor and the scar on his chest, is a 
dream begun none too soon. He plans to travel, possibly find a Malaysian air liner, and to write. Since 
we have warned the world, all we can do now is to wish Chris the best of luck and good health – and 
hope that he has more time to visit with us. 
 
 

D3 Warrior Classmates Well Represented at Sam Brooks’ Memorial 
3/19/2014 

Toney Mathews forwarded a photo of the loyal and 
stalwart D‐3 Warrior classmates and families that attended the memorial service to celebrate Sam 
Brooks’ life held in January in Alexandria, VA. Gordon Tillery forwarded info from Rick 
Rhoades and Chuck Giasson, who coordinated with Sam’s family to let the rest of our classmate 
community know that Sam’s funeral service will be held in the Old Post Chapel at Fort Myer at 11AM on 
Thursday, 10 April. If you are planning to attend, consider arriving early to account for backups at the 
gate. The Alumni Glee Club will sing at the service. After the service, the Funeral Director will lead a 
procession to the grave site (proceed by POV). After interment, we will have a brief opportunity to offer 
condolences to Diane (Sam’s widow) and the family. The D3 Warriors really know how to do the right 
thing and set the right example. These gatherings – as sad as they are, are a great tribute to Sam, and 
shows that D3 really gets that YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT. 
 
Photo:  Rich Cliff, Nick Nahorniak, Claude Johnson, Jim Madora, Myles Crowe, Louise Waltman (widow 
of Dave Alexander), Diane Brooks (widow of Sam Brooks), Steve Caldwell, George Fravel, Toney 
Mathews, Pat Strong, Bob Swedock, Chuck Giasson, Bob Shaw, and Rick Rhoades. 
 
 

Dave Clemm Thanks Lou Font 
2/2/2014 
During the Christmas holidays, David & Jeannie Clemm received medical information about their oldest 
son that no parent should ever have to endure anytime.  Treatment included emergency surgery and 
will consist of prolonged monitoring, therapy, and possibly more surgery at various centers of 
excellence in several locations.  Shortly after the diagnosis was rendered, Ed Mendoza, an F2 Zoo 
company mate and neurologist, got involved and spoke with the surgeon about the plans and the 
rationale.  Ed advised Dave to immediately get a Health Proxy and a Power of Attorney prepared.  The 
hospital in Boston – where the initial surgery was to take place) was unable to help.  After Jeannie 
remembered that Lou Font was in Boston, Dave called Lou and explained the issues.  Lou dropped 
everything and he and his wife, Gale Glazer, who is also an attorney, began researching how to deal 
with the issue given the multiple states where Dave’s and Jeannie’s son might need to be located and 
treated.  They arrived at the hospital with the documents in hand, explained everything they had done 
and why, offered to bring over a notary if the hospital could not find one, and were willing to make any 
required changes at once to get it signed before the surgery on Dec 31st.  Over the next week, Lou and 
Gale spent time running around Boston getting things to make the Clemms’ son feel better.  While the 
Clemms’ son survived surgery, subsequent therapy, procedures, and care will remain arduous. The 
Fonts’ words and actions were very helpful during the worst moments leading up to the surgery. They 



have continued to keep in touch almost daily with bits of humor and support.  Brian Utermahlen, a C2 
company mate of Lou’s noted that, “A person's true character is never more clearly demonstrated than 
in times of crisis and obviously Lou and Gale showed theirs as they ministered to [the Clemm] family in 
this time of difficulty.”  Prayers and good wishes to the Clemms and many thanks to Lou and Gale. 
 
 

Holiday Bursts 
2/2/2014 

While 
we received a lot of cards and letters during the holidays, we could only glean a few zingers out of 
each.  Stott & Bobbie Carleton had a lot of company last summer – they smelled the lobsters and 
nobody wants to visit Maine in the winter, late fall, or early spring. Stott fished 175 traps last season, 
which gave him time to race their small sailboat and camp with the kids on the big one.  Bobbie says 
that Stott and the kids keep her busy while yoga and walking keep her sane.  John & Sharon Cruden are 
showing their grandkids the world in fine style and John has once again flunked retirement by being 
nominated by the President to return to the Department of Justice as Assistant Attorney General for 
Environment and Natural Resources.  Bruce Parry broke his 45+ year silence to let us know that he is 
retired, recently married, lives in Chicago, active in the veterans movement, the Chair of the Coalition 
of Veterans Organizations, also active in a couple of political organizations, watches a lot of movies, and 
blogs about them.  Fred Hoblit has joined the Army Navy Country Club senor league, won five out of six 
matches, satisfied his Senior Moment Crisis by purchasing a new Mercedez SL hard top convertible, and 
is taking on the challenge of loading two sets of golf clubs in the trunk.  Dwight & Donna Lee missed the 
reunion because Dwight was taking on housekeeping and nursing chores while Donna recuperated from 
hip replacement.  Donna’s gift to Dwight was to let him play all the golf he wanted in January (the 
coldest month on record in Pawleys Island).  Gary & Patti Halstead continue to count their family 
blessings and floss regularly.Vic & Pat Hiatt are wearing a path from their homes in Florida to one of 
their son’s home in Oregon.  Late breaking news:  thanks to son, Chris, and daughter‐in‐law, 
Carol, Dutch & Megan Hostler are new grandparents again – Cameron David Hostler was born on 
January 24.  Jack & Bobbi Munsonhave chased an airplane, challenged the snow, wrangled their four 
grandkids, attempted to fill a water hazard with golf balls, helped clean a beach, avoided deer and 
turkeys, , and entertained family and friends at their home in Delaware.  Bob & Carol Shimp sold their 
home in Houston, moved to a high rise condo a few miles away.  Although the view is  spectacular, they 
are rarely at home to enjoy it because of a heavy schedule of wedding attendance in the US and Italy, 
and making wine in Mendoza, Argentina. 
Photo Left:  The Hiat Tribe – Vic Bryan, Jodie Hernandez, Kate, Emily, Pat, Kelly, Michael, and Jo Raye 
Jackson (Pat’s Mom) 
Photo Right:  Bobbi & Jack Munson with daughters Megan and Erin in Erin’s C‐17 office at Lewis‐
McCord, Washington 
 



Some Family Holiday Pictures 
2/2/2014 

Peter 
Wallace and Barbara are back from France and have already set their return and departure dates which 
revolve around weather, Peter’s 50th HS reunion, grand kids, and son Steve’s re‐deployment.  Elwood 
& Mary Lou Cobey gave in this year and had to publish four pictures to get the whole clan on their 
Christmas card.  Wish I could learn how to do collages… 
Photo  Left:  The Wallace Clan – Steve’s & Rose’s kids William, Matty, and Quentin; Peter & Barbara; 
Brian’s & Gwen’s kids Max and Alexandra 
Photo Right:  Only part of the 2013 Cobeys: Alex & Whitney Cobey, Elwood, George Turmail, Mary Lou, 
Brian & Eve‐Lyn Turmail, Margaret & Mathew Sonduck, Lily Turmail, Will & Kate Cobey, Anna Turmail, 
and Chris Cobey 
 
 

Army‐Navy Reflections 
2/2/2014 

Upon his return from Philadelphia, Bob Balog wrote 
that he and John Cullen experienced cold, wet weather, and utter defeat – not unlike how Napoleon’s 
Army must have felt on the way out of Russia.  Let’s hope that, despite the frustration, Army continues 
on the high road and does not enlist Hessians to get us out of our slump.  Bob said that he and John did 
not see any other classmates, but there were many great vapor‐venting masses of clothing in the 
stadium so they may have missed them.  In a more comfortable venue, but just as “cheerful,” Chuck 
Giasson sent a photo of an Army‐Navy gathering at Bob & Eileen Stroud’s home at Bethany Beach, 
Deleware. 
Photo Left:  Two out of three isn’t bad ‐‐ Chuck Giasson, Jack & Bobbi Munson, Bill & Patty Marriott, host 
Bob & Eileen Stroud, Bub & Angela Younts at the Stroud's beach house in Bethany , DE 



On Jan 12, Pres & Clem Miller, Karen Wing and her 
son, Brian, and Karen’s brother, Gary Milanese, reached the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro.  As I 
remember, Mike Gilhuly was the last classmate to make that climb.  Uruhu Peak is 19,340' above sea 
level, so the crew hauled a banner up there to emphasize their point – the drought must end – it is time 
for Army to BEAT NAVY, no matter how steep the climb, or how high the mountain.  Another reason for 
the trip was to celebrate some major but unprintable birthdays. 
Photo Right:  Pres & Clem Miller, Karen Wing, Brian Wing, Gary Milanese making a point and 
celebrating birthdays atop Mount Kilimanjaro 
 
 

50 Year Affiliation Project Update 
2/2/2014 

George Shoener represented the class by attending 
and speaking at the USMAPS Veterans' Day ceremony held next to the USMAPS Memorial Wall 
where Bill Ericson’s and Don Workman's names are inscribed.  Since the Cadet Candidates really seem 
to enjoy seeing and hearing from old grads, this is a good venue for all classmates to participate in to 
polish your old grad Founders Day rant or just to instill some pride into the Long Gray Line at the 
ground level. 
Photo: George Shoener with a Cadet Candidate, a TAC and LTC Steve Ruth (the Commandant) at the 
USMAPS Veterans' Day ceremony. 
Although Tony & Ginger Mathews were not able to attend the 45th reunion, Tony is planning on doing 
the Old Grad Marchback next summer with our affiliation class of 2018.  He was at West Point last May, 
just after graduation, and had a chance to walk around and talk with a few cadets.  He was there 
because he was completing a 460 mile section hike on the Appalachian Trail that ended at the trail 
crossing the Hudson River at Bear Mountain Bridge and thought he’d drop in.  Tony also took the 



opportunity to visit John Dodson and catch up on all that each had been doing.  After the Marchback, 
he will pick up the Appalachian hike at Bear Mountain next summer on his way to Maine. 
 
 

Veterans’ Day at the Wing Ranch 
2/1/2014 

On Veterans Day, John & Resa Wing hosted a gathering 
and dedicated trees with a bronze plaque to veterans at the Wing Ranch.  In 2012, the event kicked off 
a Texas barbecue and then a ceremony where each tree and plaque honoree as honored with words 
from his or her presenter.  At that gathering, Jude Rolfes honored Ken Cummings. 
Photo:  Plaque honoring Ken Cummings at the Wing Ranch 
 
 

Jon Dodson Makes a Difference With a Little Help From Some Friends 
2/1/2014 
Since Jon Dodson has been a volunteer at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center Bethesda, he 
has acquired iPADs which were provided by Operation Grateful Nation for wounded troops with 
traumatic brain injuries that he worked with.  During that period, the neurological occupational 
therapists observed that the TBI wounded who received iPADs recovered faster and better than those 
without iPADs.  Last year, through Jon’s and OGN efforts, the government saw the light and now issues 
iPADs to all severely traumatic injured troops. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classmates on Grand Canyon Adventure 
2/1/2014 

John 
Westerlunddropped a note and couple of pictures of a five day adventure he had with Jay 
Crenshaw and Russ Olsen at the bottom of the Grand Canyon around the Phantom Ranch.  Following 
publishing an award winning book for preservation of southwest cultural heritage, John said that he 
needed to get outdoors again and began work as a seasonal National Park Service “interpretive ranger.” 
Currently, he “works” in Flagstaff’s Wupatki, Walnut Canyon, and Sunset Crater Volcano National 
Monuments as well as in the 1.8 million‐acre Coconino National Forest.  Jay &Carol spend most of their 
time traveling these days, and I have no idea what Russ has been doing since this is the first time we’ve 
heard of him since graduation. 
Photo Left:   Jay Crenshaw, “Grisly” John Westerlund, and Russ Olsen in the Grand Canyon 
Photo Right: Jay Crenshaw snags a trout in Bright Angel Creek. 
 
 

Mike Murphy Thanks Rollie Stichweh for Class Fallout 
2/1/2014 

Last April, Mike Murphy was in Connecticut visiting a 



’63 Navy grad when the Navy guy set up a lunch at the Connecticut Golf Club with his friend and golf 
buddy, Rollie Stichweh.  Mike took the opportunity to thank Rollie for The Great Fallout of 1964 
following the defeat of Navy prior to Christmas Leave.  Mike has also been in possession of, and footed 
the bill for digitizing and converting to DVD a WP propaganda film much like the one that was circulated 
last month.  While we had hoped to use it as a souvenir for contributing to our 50th reunion Class Gift 
Fund, time has taken its toll on the color – but it’s still a great tool to help remember an earlier Day.  
Photo:  Mike Murphy thanking Rollie Stichweh for a memorable fallout 
 
 

Remembering Sam Brooks 
2/1/2014 

Rick Rhoades reported the sad news to those who had 
not been able to visit Sam Brooks last month.  As was reported, Sam passed away unexpectedly in early 
January.  Chuck Giasson reflected that Sam was the catalyst in getting D3 classmates together 13 years 
ago by hosting a Warrior reunion at his home to introduce his bride, Diane.  Over the years, the 
company reunion tradition continued with classmates hosting weekends in Virginia, Kentucky, New 
Hampshire, and Rhode Island.  Most all class company mates have reflected on the wonderful things 
that Sam contributed to the class, Academy, community, and country, and underscore what we are all 
feeling – YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT. 
Photo:  A final gathering with Sam Brooks – Jim Madora, Chuck Giasson, Bob Shaw, and Bob Swedock 
with Sam in the middle just before last Christmas 
  

 



1968 Class Notes

Dutch Hostler Provides an R-Day Up-Date
Wednesday, July 09, 2014 2:38 PM

 Dutch Hostler reports that the Class of 2018 has
formed.  Dutch and Jim & JoAnn Kohler, John & Charlie Murphy-Dodson, Jay Johnson, Bob
Lower, and Dave Martin witnessed their Oath Ceremony on the Plain from the Superintendent's
reviewing stand.  Classmates and brides who participated in R-Day activities were Marty Bowling,
John Walsh, Tony Ambrose, Pete Swan, Dale & Joyce Hansen, Jerry & Kathleen Cobb, and
Frank Lynch who all bolted for airports prior to the Oath Ceremony.  Passing thunderstorms
threatened to drive the event indoors, but a timely break allowed execution of "Plan A" and the sun
actually peeked through the clouds as the oath was administered.  Storms resumed when our
classmate group reconvened on the veranda bar of the Hotel Thayer, which drove them indoors --
not for fear of melting but so cocktails would not be diluted. Mike Murphy sent along another
photo -- allegedly of he and Dave Ohle on our R-Day. Can anyone substantiate?

Happy Anniversary
Friday, July 04, 2014 3:19 PM

 If you did’t already get it, Dan Kaufman sent out
a blast wishing us Happy 50th anniversary of our entry into West Point on July 1.  He further wished
for us a better day in 2014 than we had 50 years ago.  Great! Just as I was starting to forget the
Man in the Red Sash and waking up staring at the ceiling in East Barracks on a humid morning… 
Dutch Hostler reminded us that current practice includes an informal "day before" gathering of
inbound New Cadets and family members on the Hotel Thayer lawn.  About a dozen or so
members of our Class spent a couple hours with a bunch of future New Cadets who will meet a
person/Cadet in the red sash tomorrow on July 2.  While we all likely enjoyed a better night's sleep
on the 2nd than the New Cadets, their adventure has just begun. Our R-Day photo is courtesy of
Mike Murphy.

Jim Kimball and Tom McConnell at Chattanooga Founders Day
Friday, July 04, 2014 3:13 PM



Jim Kimball sent a rare photo of himself, Deputy
Commandant Colonel Jeff Lieb, Bill Raines’ Executive Assistant Rhonda Sims, and Chattanooga
West Point Society Event Coordinator and Technical Genius Tom McConnell at this year’s Founders
Day celebration.  Like any good leader, Jim, as the Society President, gives all the credit for the
success of the event to those who surround him – like the AOG and Tom and Bill Raines’ Executive
Assistant.  They always invite a bunch of the Navy grads from the area so they can eventually hassle
them whenever Army might win a football game.  Since Jim built a new office three years ago, he
says that he’ll be practicing dentistry every day for a long time.  Tom not only still runs the JROTC
program for the County School System but also runs the USMA Field Force stuff in the area.

More on 50 Year Affiliation Appointment Acceptance Hails
Friday, July 04, 2014 3:03 PM

 It appears that Dale Hansen may hold the record
for passing out 50 Year Affiliation Program Acceptance Certificates.  In case it’s not obvious Dale is
the guy on the left as you look at the photo of the appointees that accepted certificates at the
South Dock Picnic Area where the old River Courts used to be.  Dale has decided to call it quits with
the veterinary technician gig.  He said that it was an interesting couple of years, and a nice interlude
between full time work and simi to possible full retirement.  He and Joyce see a lot to travel in their
next phase.  They recently returned from a trip to Greece and Turkey, were in Paris in June, have
plans for Salzburg, Austria, and India later in the year, and are hoping that either the class or AOG
will put a trip to the Galapagos Islands together in the next couple of years.

 Since Dan Adams is the only member of the
class in the Northwest Florida Society's area, he took up the task to present acceptance certificates
on behalf of the Academy and class.  There are 3 nominees in this area:  Aja Bechtol, Rachel Gold,
and Michael Hawkins.  After telecons with each appointee, it was agreed to accomplish the
presentation at a send-off luncheon being arranged by the local society.  Since Aja was enjoying a
graduation trip arranged by her parents and could not attend she is receiving her certificate from
the president of the WPS because he lives two hours closer to her than Dan.  The remaining two
needed little or no mind-melding from Dan in that both of Michael's parents are ’92 grads.  Rachel
Gold has a sister in the class of 2016 and is familiar not only with the academy but with the
affiliation process.  Dan forwarded a photo of the Golds, himself, Michael and his father.



DC Area Classmates Distribute Over 50 Affiliation Acceptance Certificates
Friday, July 04, 2014 3:01 PM

Gordon Tillery reported that the class really rallied to distribute acceptance certificates throughout
the DC area.  Most certificates were handed out at a picnic on June 8.  Jess Gatlin handled the
certificates presented that day.  Jess subsequently (working with Bob Beahm – who covered MD)
mailed certificates to all new appointees in the northern VA/DC/MD who could not attend that
picnic.  Doug McKenna got certificates to all VA appointees south & west of the DC area.  And
Craig O’Conner got certificates to all appointees in WV.

Some Poopschoolers Gather to Commemorate Appointments
Friday, July 04, 2014 2:57 PM

 With all the 50 Year Affiliation Program hoopla,
like Bob Stroud did a few years ago, this spring, John Hoffman commented that poopschoolers
should get together to celebrate 50 years since USMAPS and receiving appointments.  To prove he
was serious, he cleared his bulging magistrate docket (he’s a bit overworked with the legalization of
an herbal substance in Colorado), and bought the most expensive round trip plane ticket from
Denver to Charlotte so we could mingle at Lake Norman.  Hank Gregor jumped at the idea (in fact,
he jumped so hard, he broke a tooth) by clearing his nomadic doctor calendar and drove down
from Boone, NC.  As usual, John & Margie Hedley were up to their eyelids with social and work
activities (a wedding for a friend at their home, relatives visiting, and prepping for a classmate
gathering), but found a way to break bread (and suck on scotch-covered ice cubes) a couple of
times with the group.  The time was short but well spent listening of old time music enjoyed on
14th Street and in Georgetown, comparing meds and maladies, and staring at the lake.  In case you
were wondering about the photo, it’s of Orca, John Hedley, John Hoffman, and Hank Gregor.

E-3 Celebrates Graduation with Golf
Friday, July 04, 2014 2:53 PM

 On June 5, Jess Gatlin, Mark Spelman, Chuck Jones, Earl Newsome,
Joe Guignon, Dan Creeden (Joe's son), and Joe Creeden, finally saw the error of their ways by
rescheduling their annual E-3 golf outing from around Valentine’s Day to a gathering for some
serious competition to commemorate our graduation, which was won by Earl Newsome.  He
claimed that he only plays once a year; however, he shot an 82 on a very difficult course at West
Point.  So much for the Honor code.  The contest on who lost the most golf balls was close but we
Joe Guignon thinks Gatlin won by a sleeve of balls.  This was Mark Spelman's first year to
participate, so the regulars let him slide.  Now that Company E-3 has been holding this golf
gathering for over 15 years, they are willing to take on any other companies as a challenge for next
year.

John Hedley’s Classmate Gathering
Friday, July 04, 2014 2:50 PM



 As mentioned above, John & Margie Hedley
once again hosted an Independence Day gathering of mostly A-1 classmates.  Actually, the
congregation took place the week prior to the 4th of July because that was the time a local town
scheduled its parade that the guys ride John’s OD golf cart in.  This year, Craig & Susan Carson
flew down from Illinois, Ray & Mary Jane Rhodes flew in from Texas, and Jim & Lucile Swinney
drove down from Maggie Valley, North Carolina.  When this group gets together around the Hedley
table, good things happen for cadets, classmates, and the troops.  Besides single malt and wine
critiquing, the main topics of conversation were how the Fallen Graduates Memorial Scholarship
Endowment program that Craig created is going, how well the portion of 50 Year Affiliation
Program that Ray is handling has been going, how John’s oral history of local veterans is
progressing, how Jim is coordinating with his Zoo companymates to provide lessons learned to
include in Both Sides of the Wall Vol III, how to increase and enhance classmate participation, and
how much fun the trips to Ireland this year and Med cruise next year will be. In case you can’t
match up the mates, the picture shows Jim & Lucile Swinney, John & Margie Hedley, Susan Carson,
Mary Jane & Ray Rhodes, and Craig Carson.

DC area Classmates Participate in Oral History Program
Friday, July 04, 2014 2:37 PM

 Bill Marriott sent a picture of himself with Chuck
Giasson and Gordie Tillery at the Rocky Run (Virginia) Middle School 2014 WWII Oral History Day. 
Originally, strictly for WWII vets and others with WWII personal histories to relate to students in a
number of venues (lectures, panels, and one-on-one interviews), the oral history day now has vets
from all wars through Iraq and Afghanistan relate their experiences to the students over the course
of a full school day.  The three of them participated on one of the Vietnam War panels.

Rick Rhoades Connects with Hal Wilhite
Friday, July 04, 2014 2:29 PM

 Rick & Mary Rhoades visited Hal & Zehlia (of
Paris and Algeria) Wilhite and their family in Berkeley last month where Hal was finishing up a



year’s sabbatical.  Hal has been a distinguished Professor of Environmental Studies at the University
of Oslo for the past 30 years.  Zehlia, also a PhD., found research opportunities at Berkeley, so she
and the kids will remain there while Hal shuttles back and forth per agreement with the University
of Oslo & Cal Berkeley.  The Wilhites have three kids ranging in age from 16 to 11, and Rick attests
to the beauty of listening to them in Norway speak English to Papa, French to Mama, and
Norwegian to the kids outside.

As an aside about Rick, Rick Wright reports that Rick has whipped the DC gang into shape for the
marchback by finding hiking trails in Northern Virginia area to practice on.  The trail for July is a 10
mile trek up to Signal Mountain in the Shenandoah Mountains.

Bill & Carol McCrone Celebrate a Poet in their Life and Family
Friday, July 04, 2014 2:24 PM

 Bill & Carol McCrone responded to my plea for
class photos and news by sharing a group shot of them with son, Jack, after he received his MFA in
Poetry from The University of Montana last May.  Jack is obviously a chip off Bill’s engineer/attorney
block!  Bill was one of two classmates to acknowledge my reams of end notes in my last draft
emailed out to you with Class Notes (Ted Trauner was the other – and first) by calling our attention
to the fact that he as at stage 4 in age – where he looks like Santa Claus…  If you have read his most
recent bio in our reunion book/CD, you know that he has been diagnosed with congestive heart
failure (a Vietnam and Agent Orange souvenir) and received a heart transplant at Stanford.  He is
currently in a battle to save his transplanted heart from an obscure, but aggressive, form of
rejection.  Contrary to recent media publicity, Bill reports that the Palo Alto VA is providing excellent
and timely care with the latest technology, and is leaving no stone unturned to overcome his
rejection.

George & Sonny Ziots Send Greetings from Arizona
Friday, July 04, 2014 2:22 PM

George & Sonny Ziots dropped a note informing us that they are forgoing their annual summer
vacation in Oregon this year in lieu of a trip to the Mayo Clinic for a second heart stent for George. 
After that “little” procedure, they will return to slow bake in Arizona.

Vehlows Escape Arizona Heat for the Summer
Friday, July 04, 2014 2:16 PM



 
Chuck & Katy Vehlow managed to dodge the Arizona heat by escaping to their summer lake
house in Pewaukee, Wisconsin.  Gary & Patti Halstead thought that the escape was such a good
idea that they joined the Vehlows for a week so Gary could re-bond with his old Ranger Buddy
while launching some golf balls and touring local eateries, and so the two couples could celebrate
Patti’s birthday.  The guys relived another good memory.  When we graduated, Chuck purchased a
1968 Dodge Charger Hardtop, red with a black top with a 383 Hemi engine, 4-barrel carb and a
4-speed transmission.  Just before the Halsteads arrived, Chuck found a ’68 Charger, red with black
top, but with a 440 hemi, 6 barrel carb and a 4-speed tranny – close enough.  The car is now in the
Vehlow’s Wisconsin garage in where it will abide for the summer, and will then be shipped to
Arizona when they return there in the fall.  Needless to say Chuck and Gary have had a grand time
terrorizing the local constabularies as we did a little over 46 years ago in New York.
[Insert Photo 68 Jul 14 10 here] [Insert Photo 68 Jul 14 11 here]

Balogs Visit Normandy
Friday, July 04, 2014 2:14 PM

 Bob & Cecilia Balog reported that they had the humbling and
inspiring opportunity to visit Normandy as part of the 70th Anniversary of the D-Day Landings. 
They had wanted to visit years ago when they were stationed in Germany, but were not able to. 
Bob said that even though it was a sunny day when they were there, it was nevertheless a chilling
experience to stand on the sand at Sector Dog Red/Omaha Beach and think of the courage and
sacrifice of those soldiers on June 6, 1944 – truly, for them it was No Task Too Great.  Such a
expedition underscores what an honor it is to have once served in the same Army as these heroes.

Andy & Betty Shaffer Visit Ft Sumter
Friday, July 04, 2014 2:03 PM



 In a similar history and gastronomic quest as the
Vehlows, Halsteads, and Balogs, Andy & Betty Shaffer joined a couple of Betty’s relatives on a
tour of Charleston, SC, and Savannah, GA.  While in Charleston, they explored Ft Sumter to view and
get an idea of how the shooting part of the Civil War started.  That tour, in addition to touring
south of Broad in Charleston, a crab shack beach bar on Tybee Island and an extensive walking tour
of Savannah, some serious fun and exercise was had by all.  Andy also used the tour to gain more
historical background for his “relaxing” hobby – building wooden model ships.  See his website at
http://www.shaffers-ships.com/ to see the fruits of his relaxation.

Dallens and McKennas Tour the Black Sea
Friday, July 04, 2014 1:56 PM

 John & Frances Dallen kicked off a series of
notes after their cruise on the Black Sea with Brian & Karen McKenna.  Not surprisingly, the
Crimea stops were cancelled, but they did get into Odessa, Ukraine where they were the only tour
group in town.  They started and ended in Istanbul, and besides the Ukraine, they had other stops
in Turkey, the Republic of Georgia, and Bulgaria.  The group photo was taken at the top of the
iconic Potemkin Steps in Odessa.  John lamented that it was at least iconic to those of who suffered
through Russian during in our plebe and yearling years.  The photographer didn’t seem to realize
steps go up, so it took three photos from John and Brian to get one that didn’t chop off their
heads.

McKennas and Dallens Branch Out
Friday, July 04, 2014 1:49 PM



Since the cruise was abbreviated by Pres Putin, Brian & Karen McKenna (photo left) added on an
extension to Cappadocia, Turkey which Brian highly recommends for its incredible vistas and great
hot air ballooning.  John & Frances Dallen (photo right) liked Nesebar, Bulgaria, their last stop
before returning to Istanbul. This small, beautiful resort town once boasted 40 churches, many
going back to the time of the Eastern Roman Empire, although the Ottomans reduced that number
considerably.

Family Additions
Friday, July 04, 2014 1:47 PM

Last May, Charlie & Janet Lieb announced that their first grandchild, a beautiful little girl has
arrived.  The grandparents celebrated by taking a Baltic river cruise.

Classmates in the News
Wednesday, June 04, 2014 5:54 PM



 The front page of the Memorial Day Charlotte
(NC) Observer contained the beginning of a lengthy story about why John Hedley has gotten
involved with a new venture regarding veterans.  Besides being president of the nonprofit Welcome
Home Veterans Living Military Museum at Richard’s Coffee Shop in Mooresville, NC, which provides
outreach programs for veterans and educational programs for schoolchildren, John also wants to
establish legacies for families of veterans in the area.  Later this summer, he plans to get training in
interview techniques at the Library of Congress, where he is sharing memories of the Vietnam War
with the Veterans History Project of the American Folklife Center.

In an earlier dispatch, the Watertown (NY) Daily Times reported that John & Resa Wing not only
gave their St Lawrence river estate to the nonprofit Operation Grateful Nation for exclusive use by
veterans, but also furnished the home and provided everything our troops and their families need
and deserve including a heated swimming pool, sauna, multiple flat screen TVs, sound system, boat
dock, a new pontoon boat equipped for wheelchair use, and kayaks.

Shaffers Complete Memorial Day Bike Ride
Wednesday, June 04, 2014 5:51 PM

 On Memorial Day, Andy & Betty Shaffer
participated in the Permian Basin Vietnam Veterans Memorial Day bike ride again. They rode to the
Permian Basis Memorial to take part in the Memorial Day Ceremony.  All the bicyclists then lined up
along the route while participating motorcyclists left the memorial for their Honor Ride from
Midland to either the Big Spring or Andrews Memorials.  The round trip from home to the



memorial and back was about 38 miles.  Andy said that the weather threatened, which is uncertain
for Midland – Betty says that it’s usually like the surface of the moon.  Fortunately, it stayed cool
with the overcast.

USMAPS 50 Affiliation Program Concludes with Two Events
Wednesday, June 04, 2014 5:42 PM

 On May 8, Jim Orahood passed on a couple of
photos of he and John Benson at the USMAPS on the day appointments were announced.John
gave a wonderful talk (that was referenced among the faculty for the rest of the week) to the cadet
candidates and he and Jim passed out 220 appointments.  The Cadet Candidates all used the Class
of '68 Acceptance Certificates as part of their appointment acceptance photos.  The best photo was
of the USMAPS Commandant, LTC Steve Ruth, John Benson, the Cadet Candidate battalion
commander, and Jim Orahood (1964 USMAPS grad and way past commandant).

 On May 14, classmates were also present for the
USMAPS graduation.  Since ranking USMAPS Alum Tom Burnette was not available, Past Class
President Dave Ohle stepped up to be the graduation speaker.  Other class affiliated attendees
included Dale Hansen, Clare Barkovic, George Shoener, and John (Tony) Dodson.  After the
event, Dave Ohle called to relate how pumped up he was after seeing the new prep school and the
caliber of the cadet candidates.  One of the areas he reflected on was the honor of having Don
Workman as a roommate.  He also reported on the moving gesture of Clare Barkovic presenting
Bill Ericson’s Class of 68 cuff links to LTC Ruth.  Our interaction with USMAPS this year is a great
jumping off point for our continued affiliation with the Class of 2018.

50 Year Affiliation Next Steps
Wednesday, June 04, 2014 5:37 PM

 Tom & Wanda Simmons hosted a brunch for
the '68 - '18 affiliation in Kansas.  Tom shared a photo of he and Wanda and  Kathleen & Paul



Ptasnik with Gage Callahan, Kellen Mahood, Will Ryan, Ross Purrity, and Gabriel Bann (all from
'18).  Fred & Susan Reynolds arrived a little late for them to join in the "No Task too Great" photo
along with Jim Mathison ('61) who is the KS state coordinator for admissions. Unfortunately Dave &
Irene Drummond were unable to attend as he's in Gettysburg scouting a CGSC International
Officers get together. Dave, Paul, John Strand and Tom also hosted nine future cadets and 12
parents at the Greater Kansas City Founders Day on March 29th. Dave, Paul and Tom will also be
there for the full Marchback. 

Tony Ambrose Presents Acceptance Certificates in Pennsylvania
Wednesday, June 04, 2014 5:28 PM

 On May 18, Tony & Linda Ambrose attended a
brunch in Harrisburg, PA, organized by the West Point Parents’ Club of Central Pennsylvania.  Tony
presented certificates to the four 2018 candidates present – Matt Benjamin (who had already
received one from John Benson and Jim Orahood at USMAPS), Jorie Mason, Maria Kruegler, and,
Curtis Jerzerick.

 Tony & Linda also participated in the
Mid-Pennsylvania West Point Parents Club Hail and Farewell to present certificates to candidates
Kaylor Kiesewetter and Annalee Tokarsky. Since candidate Jerzerick was also present but had
received his certificate at the earlier event, it appears that he’s catching on to attending parties
thrown by folks friendly West Point.  As for our classmates, it appears that all who participate in
these activities are discovering that that the “50 YAP” is turning into a lot of fun.  Next step: R-Day.

Chris Ohlinger Contributes to Dick Shipley’s Health and Delinquency
Wednesday, June 04, 2014 5:18 PM



As one of his first projects after retirement, Chris
Ohlinger traveled to San Antonio to check on Dick Shipley’s moral.  Normally, I feel safe living in
an earlier time zone than Dick & Kathy, because they can’t start partying and call me real late at
night.  But Chris offered a new level of corruption and endurance.  Later on in the month, Dick met
with his doctor at MD Anderson and received the good news that laughter was in fact the best
medicine; however, when Ohlinger is involved, it can make you want to take a lot of naps.  Dick also
thanked John & Resa Wing for introducing him to the A-Team at MD Anderson, Bob & Carol
Shimp for taking Dick & Kathy in during their visits/checkups in Houston, and all who have offered
prayers and good wishes during this last year.

 

2014 Zoo Mini Reunion
Wednesday, June 04, 2014 5:03 PM

 At the beginning of May, Marv & Peggy
Belasco hosted members of the F-2 Zoo and their brides who dared to experience Texas sized



hospitality at their home in San Antonio.  There was great food, lots of laughs, a few side trips (note
the photo of Jim & Lucille Swinney and Stan & Donna Burwell at the Alamo), and wonderful
reflection.  As best as I could tell, beside the Belascos, Swinneys, and Burwells, the following
stalwarts attended:  Terry & Laura Holland, Russ & Marge Fuhrman, Dwight & Donna Lee,
Andy & Dee Silverthorn, Ed & Kay Mendoza, and Jim & Diana Jennings.

Another DC Area Hike – More Prep for the Marchback
Tuesday, June 03, 2014 9:49 PM

 As usual, steadfast Gordon Tillery cyber
belched news and photos regarding the 3rd and 4th classmate DC area hikes held at the beginning
and end of May.  Six classmates started and completed the 3rd trek on Buzzard’s Rocks trail in
George Washington National Forest east of Front Royal, VA. Gordie (also the photographer) took
the best photo of Tom Vollrath, Rick Rhoades (hike organizer), John Cruden, Craig O’Connor,
and Rick Wright when everyone was fresh at the trailhead.  Rick reflected on Sam Brooks’ funeral
at Arlington – warm sun, cherry blossoms and gorgeous weather.  The funeral service in Fort Myer’s
Old Post Chapel was moving- particularly the singing of our Alma Mater- led by the West Point
Alumni Glee Club- but joined by the vigorous voices of the many D3 and other classmates in
attendance.  The Old Guard soldiers-sharp as ever- carried Sam to his final resting place on horse
drawn caisson- led by the Army band.  Sam rests with a view to the Washington Monument and the
Capitol. Three volleys, Taps--and “on behalf of the president and a grateful nation” colors were
presented to Diane.  It was an appropriate tribute and will be long remembered by all those there –
perhaps most importantly young Alecia and Sam’s two sons.  While John Cruden’s nomination to
be Assistant Attorney General for Environment and Natural Resources appears to be on course (the
Senate Judiciary Committee approved his appointment), full Senate vote has yet to happen, and
that has to weigh on even folks as great as John.  Consequently, at the end of the hike, he seemed
happy to ice down a knee to take his mind off of affairs of state. 

The 4th hike (photo right) took Gordon Tillery, Tom Vollrath, Craig O’Connor, Mike Mears, and
Rick Rhodes, to the top of Old Rag Mountain and back.  As you can see, the guys packed light for
this one and only brought a camera phone.



Families Still Growing
Tuesday, June 03, 2014 9:47 PM

In an uncommon communication, to Bob Brown dropped a note to introduce us to the newest
member of his family – his granddaughter, Layla Izabella Brown who was born in mid-May.  Jim &
Julia Bodenhamer arrived in Detroit just in time to greet their 5th grandchild, Andrew, in late May. 
Dutch & Megan Hostler relayed the most recent news that Jordanna & David (’04) reported the
birth if their son, James Christopher Galen Hostler – born at 0349 on June 1.  So far all – kids,
parents, and grandparents are doing fine.  Photos to follow.

Scribe’s Parting Shots
Tuesday, June 03, 2014 9:45 PM

Rabble, your Scribe is still coming to grips with cyber Notes.  Since I’m told that each headline
caption can handle only two pictures and picture captions don’t always show up close to the
intended photo, I’m trying to include who is in each photo within its corresponding paragraph.  If
you have any recommendations on how to improve our Notes, I’m open.  We seem to have gotten
on the same wavelength because I spent last weekend compiling Notes and photos and trying to
figure out who was in each photo only to be met with a new set of news and photos on Monday
morning.  Great – keep it coming because I’ve sent you all I have received and YOU’RE ALL WE’VE
GOT.

Please Visit Class Notes Archives
Friday, April 18, 2014 10:25 PM

Any Class Notes submitted prior to April 18, 2014 have been moved to the Archives. If you have a
contribution for this Class Notes page, please contact the Scribe listed above.



1968 Class Notes

Tillery Still Has Contacts as AUSA
Friday, October 17, 2014 11:16 AM

 Gordon Tillery reported that he
made his (once every 10 years) visit to the annual AUSA convention exhibit hall.  He
predicted to a colleague that I went with that he has been out of the action so long, he
will not see one person he knows.  TA-DA.  A classmate came to prove him wrong!  Just
because Bruce Korda is living in Naples, Florida doesn’t mean that he’s completely
retired.  He is called in by Volney Warner & Associates for special events like the AUSA
convention to hawk really big reliable trucks and schmooze old classmates like Gordon
Tillery.

Photo: Bruce Korda and Gordon Tillery at the AUSA convention just like old times

Jerry Crawford Working Hard to Move On
Friday, October 17, 2014 11:09 AM

 Since the loss of, Dorothy, his bride last April,
Jerry Crawford I has been busy tying up loose ends that most of us don’t want to face
or plan for.  Sometime this summer, he decided to go ahead with a motorhome trip he
and Dorothy had planned.  His objectives were to participate in his 50th high school



reunion in Butte, Montana, a family gathering at Lake Tahoe, and do a lot of sightseeing
along the way there and back home to Georgia.  When he visited the South Dakota
Aviation Museum, he sent Steve Donohue a picture of the A7 Corsair they have that
Jerry knew would bring back memories of his Air Force flying days.  When he sent Wally
Magathan a picture of Devils Tower in Wyoming, Jerry discovered that Wally had quite
an interest in geology, so he became his virtual travel partner with  numerous iPhone
pictures and videos of many geological features in Tahoe, Zion National Park, Bryce
National Park, Cedar Breaks  National Monument, Canyonlands, and Arches National
Park.  The last group of pictures was sent to Wally when he was having lunch with Bill
McCauley for them both to enjoy.  The last visit was to see the museum at Ft. Campbell
with his son.  Jerry traveled over 6,000 miles in 30 days.  The biggest lesson learned is
that he should have taken longer to enjoy more places.  Now that he is retired, I can
focus on more travels and adventure so he hopes to meet some classmates along the
way.  He has moved on again – this time on a trip which included a visit to the Swift
Aircraft Museum in Tennessee to visit his brother's plane and the Air Force Museum in
Ohio.   

Photo: Jerry Crawford in the Zion National Park narrows this summer

Risers Nail a Great Irish Mini-Reunion
Thursday, October 16, 2014 2:42 PM

 Three cheers for Henry & Karen Riser for
spearheading our mini-reunion to Ireland.  As good leaders, they had to recon most of
the area our classmates would see, and Dick & Kathy Shipley, and the Gerards got to
tag along.  Prior to the actual mini-reunion, we got to kiss the Blarney Stone, see the
Cliffs of Moher, and visit Ireland’s National Race Horse Stud Farm where we met the
highest paid civil servant in the Republic. 



To make his more than handsome salary, the head stud had to cover numerous mares a
day during the breeding season and then endure a long dry spell – sort of like a dream
cadet weekend during gloom period.  As for the class mini-reunion portion of the trip,
the Risers certainly provided an incredible venue in which to wear all the ’68 shirts and
memorabilia we have amassed over the years.

Photo Left: Henry & Karen Riser at Blarney Castle

Photo Right: Karen & Henry Riser at Dunloe Gap

Shimps Reward Themselves – and Us – With Mini-Reunion
Thursday, October 16, 2014 2:38 PM

 Prior to joining classmates in Ireland,
Bob & Carol Shimp spent a good part of the summer in Uganda on a church
sponsored medical support mission.  Folks back home were fearful for their safety, but
they found Uganda to be full of beautiful people, landscape, and weather.  They helped
a Ugandan medical team in remote areas where Carol was a Lab Tech doing tests for
HIV, Malaria, and Diabetes.  After a brief rest at home, they hooked up with some local
friends, flew to Ireland early, and rented a car that Carol mostly drove. 



She was especially happy to join the group at the Dunloe Hotel where she could unpack
for a while, ride a bus that afforded views over the hedgerows by narrow roads, and not
hear the constant screaming when she would approach a traffic circle and allow her US
instincts to kick in (look left, turn right).  Bob was interested in the fact that the Shimps
pay about $1,000 for barrels to store their Argentine wine, while the Irish get his used
barrels for only $100 to store their whiskey.

Photo Left: Carol & Bob Shimp at Dunloe Gap

Photo Right: Bob & Carol Shimp as dressed up as we ever got

Scotland – A Good Jumping Off Point
Thursday, October 16, 2014 2:33 PM

 John & Kit Heisel and Tom &
Stephanie Kurkjian independently opted to tour Scotland prior to the mini-reunion –
maybe so the screaming brought about from driving on the wrong side of the road
wouldn’t interfere with that of the Shimps’ and their friends.  John retired from running
his own warehousing business a while back, moved from New Jersey to the Charleston,
South Carolina area, and (like Rich Cliff and Larry Van Horn) lives next to a grad on a
golf course.  Kit is a Life Master in the duplicate bridge while John supports his golf
habit by running the pro shop part time.  While Stephanie has retired from medicine,
Tom, one third of the A-1 contengent, is still with Nolte.  

When we visited a sheep station
where we saw sheep shorn within five minutes, inoculated, and turned loose to be
herded around by brutal and spiteful animals, Tom remarked that he had a flash back to
our first day as New Cadets.

 Photo Left: Kit & John Heisel on the Dingle Peninsula

Photo Right: Stephany & Tom Kurkjian watching a sheep dog act like a Beast Barracks
Squad Leader

Greebys Extend Stay At Both Ends
Thursday, October 16, 2014 2:20 PM



 First of all, Skip Greeby once again
brought to my attention that E-2 was well represented at a class function with three
classmate couples in attendance – Skip & Joan, Jocko & Malena Merriam, and Bob &
Lynne Uhler.  The Greebys and Merriams paid the Risers a great complement by
coming on this outing since they had both toured Ireland in the past. 

Skip says that he’s still having fun rewriting how people
in the world spend money by designing shopping malls for the 21st century.  As a
matter of fact, he stopped off in England to coordinate with European partners prior to
coming to Ireland, and moving on to Venice to catch the Princess Cruise ship for a 12
day tour of Italy, Greece, and Spain – the same tour, only in reverse, that we will take
next year for our next class mini-reunions.  If the cruise sustains Skip’s thirst for
Chardonnay, we’ll know it is worthy of our class.

 Photo Left: The E-2 Contingent:  Skip Greeby, Bob Uhler, and Jocko Merriam

Photo Right: Joan & Skip Greeby at Ross Castle

Jocko Merriam and Bob Uhler
Thursday, October 16, 2014 2:15 PM



Jocko Merriam and Bob Uhler – two thirds of the E-2 group
– broke away from our more relaxed group for a few hours to recon our next day’s
event – only instead of “jaunting” (riding in a horse-drawn carriage) they went mountain
climbing around the Dunloe Gap.  Both needed something more to do since Jocko is
addicted to rowing and Bob has already flunked retirement by starting his own
company (The Uhler Group – Google it) only a week after he retired as President and
CEO of MWO Global (world leaders of the “wet infrastructure” sector).  Currently, Bob
manages CEOs by asking easy but probing questions that they have to ponder. 

He says anyone can do it – all you
need is a resume to back it up….  The Uhlers stayed in Ireland after our tour was over so
Lynne could retrace her roots in County Cork.

Photo Left: Jocko & Malena Merriam yukking it up on one side of the Dunloe Gap

Photo Right: Lynne & Bob Uhler on the other side of the Dunloe Gap

Hedleys and Rhodeses Find Ireland to Most of Their Liking
Thursday, October 16, 2014 2:11 PM



 I don’t believe that I ever saw Margie Hedley
without a smile.  She was in the land of stout and she was at home while John managed
to muck it through the Irish Whiskey tastings, but had to rinse it all down with scotch
before he reminded us all to remember the class mini-reunion Med cruise he is

planning for next year.  Everything about Ireland
seemed to agree with Ray & Mary Jane Rhodes.  Ray was enjoying some down time
from work and the work he is doing on behalf of our 50 Year Affiliation Program with
the class of 2018.

 Photo Left: Margie & John Hedley getting reacquainted with “the man in the white collar

Photo Right: Mary Jane & Ray Rhodes at Ladies View

Shipleys Have Reason to Celebrate
Thursday, October 16, 2014 2:06 PM



While Kathy Shipley was with us from
the time the Risers and Gerards got to Ireland, Dick joined us a few days later so he
could attend a significant HS reunion.  Despite the bumps and bruises we have all
sustained along the way, Dick has recently received the great news that, after some
intense chemo therapy, he is deemed cancer free.  Dick & Kathy express their deep and
everlasting appreciation to John & Resa Wing for providing introductions for Dick to
M. D. Anderson in Houston, and to their new buddies, Bob & Carol Shimp, who have
made their visits to M. D. Anderson so positive and pleasant.  While all of us were
cheering Dick on, Bob & Carol provided emotional support as well as chauffeur and
social director services.

Photo Left: Kathy & Dick Shipley at Ladies View

Photo Right: Dick Shipley finds his new professional calling

Shahids Have Lots to be Proud Of
Thursday, October 16, 2014 2:00 PM

 Like all of us proud grandparents,
Fred & Sallie Shahid arrived at the Ireland mini-reunion with bunches of photos.  If you
don’t want to see pictures of kids and grandkids, beware of grandparents carrying iPads
and smart phones – and be careful of how you steer the conversation.  Fortunately, Fred
displayed a photo of his grandson that none of us could emulate – an image of a proud
young Plebe bedecked in FD for his first p-rade. 



How cool is that?  To their credit, they didn’t wear it out.  With their youngest daughter
posted in Paris with the Department of State, three guesses where else the Shahids
visited in conjunction with our mini-reunion.  As we continued our daily visits to various
boutiques, suit case space became a premium and the Shahids bestowed upon me a ’68
polo shirt that was too large for Fred.  Sometimes – but very rarely – it’s good to be an
orca…

Photo Left: Fred & Sallie Shahid shopping

Photo Right: Sallie & Fred Shahid at Dunloe Tower

Strouds Still Carry on Like Troopers of Yore
Thursday, October 16, 2014 1:52 PM

 Bob & Eileen Stroud had a great
extension to their Ireland trip by flying from Shannon to Frankfurt, renting a car, and
touring in Belgium.  They visited the Waterloo battlefield – where Sandy Cohen clued
them in on the salient things to see.  Then they went to Bastogne where Bob followed
the actions of his father's unit at the 1944 battle there.  



After touring mainland Europe, the Strouds got a
Space A hop from Ramstein after waiting only half a day back to BWI – better
connections than most of us who had scheduled through travel agents and airlines.

Photo Left: Bob & Eileen Stroud at Ladies View

Photo Right: Bob Stroud by a signpost for the town where his father was wounded during
the Battle of the Bulge

A Sicilian Mini-Mini-Reunion
Thursday, October 16, 2014 12:24 PM

 Bob Balog just dropped a note to tell
us that he and his bride, Cecilia (nee Favorini- Di Fiore – half Italian and half Sicilian –
and any Italian or Sicilian will tell you that they are not the same), have just returned
from a two week Sicilian mini-mini reunion and land tour with Angela (Manali-
Caltigirone –100% Sicilian) Calabro, and Donna (Mannino-Cannella – half Sicilian) &
Mike Wells. While the ladies got in touch with their Sicilian roots, Bob and Mike
immersed themselves in the history, culture, and marvelous food and vino.  They started
in Palermo and moved counter-clockwise around the Island to see and taste the
influence of the Phoenicians, Greeks, Vandals, Ostrogoths, Byzantines, Arabs, Normans,
French, and Spanish "visitors."  They also hiked the Zingaro Natural Reserve, swam in
the Mediterranean, took boat and old Fiat 500 car rides, and rode donkeys on Mount
Etna – and even had an evening sit-down with the son of the now-imprisoned head of
the Sicilian Mafia.  So, where was AnneMarie Keane?

Photo: Bob & Cecilia Balog, Angie Calabro, and Donna & Mike Wells in Sicily

Hawkins Jams Back to His Roots
Thursday, October 16, 2014 12:21 PM



 While some of us were preparing for
our Ireland mini-reunion, Chuck Hawkins returned to his boyhood home in Alaska to
reconnect.  Joe Henry sent a photo he took of Chuck at a jam session in Ninilchik where
there were about 12 musicians and 20 guests.  While Chuck normally unwinds on the
Maryland Eastern Shore, there’s a lot to be said for roots and the vast outdoors of the
Northwest.

Photo: Chuck Hawkins jammin’ with a friend in Alaska

Wildrick Reports on a USMA Wedding in Annapolis
Thursday, October 16, 2014 11:16 AM

 Terry Wildrick checked in for
possibly the first time ever with deserving news.  His youngest daughter was married in
mid-August in Annapolis. No, she didn't marry a Mid – Terry would not have allowed
that – but Annapolis is the most picturesque of the nearby service academy towns.  The
Reception at a local Annapolis hotel on “Ego Ally” was in view of USNA, but USMA had
the final word with a sign that was proudly attached to the rail of the deck depicting
distances and directions of the respective academies in their respective units (kilometers
for us and leagues for them.  While the sign was allegedly donated by the West Point
Society of Philadelphia, the work had to be pure Wildrick since he is currently teaching
Mathematics at West Chester University.  Terry’s bride, Lynn, has retired and is keeping
a full tennis schedule.  Stay tuned for more news since the Wildricks’ oldest daughter is
scheduled to be married at the end of October.

Photo: Terry Wildrick walking daughter, Emily, down the aisle in Annapolis



Bowlings Found Another Way to Exercise During March Back
Wednesday, October 15, 2014 11:54 AM

 Marty Bowling wrote that, while he
made it to R-Day for the Class of 2018 and will make the Rice football game, he could
not make it to the March Back because he and Barbara were hiking in the continental
North West and Alaska for the month of August.  A few of the places they hiked were
Glacier and Crater Lake, and Mount Rainer National Parks..

Photo – “Barbara & Marty Bowling trekking up Mount Rainer”

Bob Alexander Reminds Us How to Work and Play
Wednesday, October 15, 2014 11:45 AM

Just to remind us that there are not only hard working classmates among us but
classmates who also know how to work for a cause, Bob Alexander sent in a couple of
emails regarding some sobering toil.  He has been on TDY for the Army five times in
past 6 months – with three trips to Korea (remember that place?) in the last year.  Last
week, he took a day off for a "Habitat for Heroes" fundraiser, hosted by the USNA AOG
with Home Depot and other sponsors – including his local West Point Society.  They
raised about $25,000 for the cause.  There are over 3,000 Navy grads in his area and
only about 500 USMA grads (only about 100 are active with his WPS).

Loss of Dan Donahue
Wednesday, October 15, 2014 11:39 AM

The impact of Steve Rader’s news of Dan Donahue’s passing was stark and blunt –
maybe because of the efficiency of his loving family planning and executing his
visitation within a couple of days in Northern Virginia and interment at West Point less
than a week later. Classmates did not know, were not prepared – yet we scrambled the
best we could.

While at least Gordon Tillery, Lee Outlaw, Jack Reid, and Dave Hatcher attended the
visitation (there could have been more), Steve Rader spent the most time there and
spoke with Dan’s mom, Rose, who remembered many of our classmates well from the
times they would descend like locusts on their home on the Jersey Shore. Steve will also
attend the funeral at West Point. While we grieve, know that his immediate family is also
grieving and needs to hear from you as a friend, company mate and classmate because
YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.

How to Get Together
Wednesday, October 01, 2014 9:58 AM

This set of Notes exemplifies how mobile and sharing we remain.  While the march back



was a major class summer event and the mini-reunion in Ireland brought classmates
together to kick off this fall, classmates, create great news and memories.  While I know
many are waiting for Ireland Notes and photos, these adventures could not wait.  While
you are reading and remembering these adventures, remember the 2015 class
mini-reunion that John & Margie Hedley have put together – a 12 day cruise in the
Mediterranean that begins on September 7th in Barcelona with ports of call in Italy
Greece and Turkey and ends on September 19 in Venice. For complete itinerary, see
http://www.princess.com/find/cruiseDetails.do.  John & Margie speak highly of the ship
we’ll be on and Skip & Joan Greeby are reconing the route now and will provide their
impressions soon.  The deal we are getting on this cruise is based on a special
relationship John has with the cruise line’s president and you have to come on the
cruise to learn about it.  If you did not receive an email from the Hostlers that gave
more info on the cruise, let me know.

Jim Orahood Catches Up With Ranger Buddy Larry Van Horn
Wednesday, October 01, 2014 9:56 AM

 At our reunion last year, Larry Van
Horn told his old Ranger Buddy, Jim Orahood that he and Diane had struck camp in
San Diego and moved to more traditional coastal surroundings in Charleston, South
Carolina – next door to Rich & Julie Cliff.  That was a good enough reason for Jim and
Rene to plan a visit to Charleston and play some golf at neighboring Dafauskie Island. 
The VanHorn-Orahood evening together sparked all sorts of war stories from their time
together in Ranger School, the 1st Cav in RVN and infantry assignments in Germany

Thome, Sweeney, Hart and Kelley (West Point Four) Couples Also Visit
Charleston
Wednesday, October 01, 2014 9:53 AM

 This year, the “West Point Four” – Jim
& Pat Thome, Bob & Ann Sweeney, Mike & Janean Hart, and Jim & Kathy Kelley
participated in a four day romp to Charleston, South Carolina and Savannah, Georgia.
 They toured historic Charleston, Fort Sumter, and Boone Hall Farm Plantation, and



threw cholesterol caution to the wind by eating at Paula Dean’s restaurant in Savannah
on “No Calories” Day.

Bruce & Patricia Korda Visit Chuck & Jamie Mahan in Florida
Wednesday, October 01, 2014 9:52 AM

 Bruce & Patricia Korda are getting
the lay of the flat land of Florida after moving to Naples last spring.  While some of us
were trekking through Ireland, The Kordas drove across the state to visit Charlie &
Jamie Mahan for a few days at their home in Palm Coast.

Mike & Kathy Grygiel Taking Advantage of the Pacific Northwest
Wednesday, October 01, 2014 9:47 AM

After decades of wondering how Mike
Grygiel was, he finally checked in to let us know that he and his family are doing well in
the Pacific Northwest.  He has retired from full time work but is still consulting for the
nuclear industry.  Kathy is retired from teaching, and they are spending more time
communing with nature and the great outdoors.  To prove his point, he sent along a
photo of he and Kathy at Glacier National Park, Montana and of their family at Cannon
Beach, Oregon.  Their welcome mat is out to all passing through Richland, Washington
at the confluence of the Yakima and the Columbia Rivers.

Joe Guignon Skips March Back For West Point Triathlon
Wednesday, October 01, 2014 9:41 AM



Gordon Tillery shared an email he received from a mom of the Class of 2018 who
happened to run into an old grad named Joe the weekend after the March Back.  She
sent the email and a photo to Gordie because she had met him at the Parents Club
picnic in Virginia and gushed about how polite and inspiring he was to her son.  It was
easy to recognize Joe Guignon in the photo and to later find out that he was at West
Point for the annual Triathlon he participates in up there.  Franki Bennett (Ken
Cummings’ widow) and the Page (Ken’s sister) family was also in attendance to cheer
Joe on.  Joe said that he is slowly starting to realize that, at his age, he should be
seeking a more relaxed form of exercise.   Needless to say, Joe will remain connected to
the young Class of ’18 cadet also.

March Back Update
Wednesday, October 01, 2014 9:33 AM

 After the march back lunch, Class
President, Dutch Hostler assembled us on the stairs of Ike Hall for a photo and awards
ceremony.  From the march back’s inception, when Dutch spurred us on to build up our
class coffers through the virtual marcher program, he had also come up with, and
sponsored The Loyal Order of the Dilapidated Boot (signified by a pewter boot pin with



a 68 on it) for all classmates who finished the complete 18 to 12 miles (depending on
the year and who’s reading the map).  To personify the significance of the pin, Ray
Rhodes had to use duct tape to keep his hiking shoes on for most of the trek.  This year,
Dutch introduced the Fraternal Order of the Flip-Flop for those who participated in the
two mile stroll and it is signified by a pewter flip-flop pin with a 68 on it.

 A couple of days after the March
Back, the Class of 2018 was, with appropriate ceremony, officially accepted into the
Corps of Cadets during the traditional Acceptance Parade.  '68 was well represented in
the reviewing party by Larry Jordan in his capacity as AOG Chairman and by Dutch in
his capacity as Class President. The other 50 year affiliate grad classes ('65, '66' & '67)
were also in the reviewing party. 

March Back Update – Greeby Sets the Record Straight
Wednesday, October 01, 2014 9:29 AM

Leave it to an Engineer to inform me
that I counted wrong, Skip Greeby dropped a dart to inform me that E-2 was well
represented throughout the August 50-YAP festivities.  Jocko Merriam, Lamar
Ratcliffe, and Dick Flannigan made the complete 12 mile march, while Skip opted for
the 2 mile stroll.  When he reminded his bride, Joan, that he was Ranger qualified, she
retorted with, "You were."  Speaking of Ranger, Skip reflected on how he likes to live on
the edge as exemplified by planning to be married two days after he was scheduled to
finish the course – no slack and re-cycle was not an option…

Dan Nettesheim Wraps up A2 and 50 Year Affiliation Business
Wednesday, October 01, 2014 9:17 AM

 As he stated in his profile in our 45
Year Reunion Bio Book and demonstrates, Dan Nettesheim is proud to be part of an
institution & class that has had and continues to have such a positive collective impact



on our nation over the years.  After the review during our 45th reunion, Gen Ray
Odierno (’76), the Chief of Staff of the Army, excused himself from the Supe to chat
about why beating Navy in football is the most pressing matter at West Point and pose
with original A2ers Bruce Korda, Dan Nettesheim, Dan Brown, Jack Miller, and Dick
McClelland. 

 He also sent a photo of himself with
10 Wisconsin future new cadets at their "send off” picnic in late June with the Parent
Club. They all received '68 Affiliate Certificates.  Dan has been working with area
candidates for over 30 years, and he says that those in our 50 Year Affiliation Class is the
best group ever.

Kudos to Pres Miller
Monday, August 25, 2014 2:04 PM

 Kudos to Pres Miller for gathering 80
classmates together at West Point for at least three days of fun, learning about cadets,
exercise, and comradery.  From a golfing outing through the march back with our 50
year affiliation class of 2018 to a great “we did it” celebration overlooking the Academy
and up the Hudson, we all had a great time.  Over the months, Pres has beat the drum
to sign up, provided helpful advice on what to talk to new cadets about, how to avoid
toe-nail loss and blisters, and described how much fun this whole event was going to
be.  As expected, he was true to his word and brought out a gaggle of classmates with
different reasons to participate but with a united front to have fun with classmates.

Phtoto Right: Golfers

Photo Left: Class at the Ski Slope

How We Got to 80
Monday, August 25, 2014 1:56 PM



 Although the official count of
classmate attendees had us at 76, we had a few extras slip in.  About a week prior to the
march back Chris Ohlinger and Bill Robinson, in a special way that helps define us as a
class, thought it would be neat to participate.  Of course, they were about three weeks
past the deadline, but they showed up anyway. 

 As a first ever gesture to be first at something at
West Point, Chris actually made the march from the ski slope the day before the actual
march back.  Then, he realized that he drove to the ski slope, so he had to walk back –
making the two mile walk turn into four miles.  When it was determined that Chuck
Vehlow had registered for the two mile walk, but could not attend, tennis and squash
mate Chris morphed into Chuck for the actual march back.  That day, Chris chewed out
the Supe for not being at his quarters the day before to welcome him when he made
the march the first time.  When the Supe wanted to know who Chris was to be speaking
to him in such a harsh manner, Chris showed him Chuck’s name tag…

Photo Right: Bill Robinson, Chris Ohlinger, and Jess Gatlin at the Thayer after golf

Photo Left: Mike Mears with “Chuck Vehlow” during the march back

More on How We Got to 80
Monday, August 25, 2014 1:49 PM

 While at the class gathering at the



Zulu Time Bar at the Thayer Hotel, many of us, were happily surprised to see Mike
Palone wander in – to double the population of the F2 Zoo.  Unfortunately, Mike was at
West Point to attend a funeral of an old friend and could not stay for the march back
and associated festivities – but he counts anyway.

Photo Right: Bill Robinson trying to control classmate wives when they discovered most of
us were marching with open flies

 Along the route of march, Tom Simmons asked if
a guy taking movies of us from a grassy knoll looked familiar.  It did because it was
Andy Shaffer who had taken a break from a Military Academy Liaison Officer
conference which was also going on during the time of the march back.  From that time
on, Andy became the “man on the grassy knoll.”

Photo Left: Andy Shaffer at the ‘We Did It’ celebration in the Haig Room after the march
back

And if We Can't Get to 80 One Way…
Monday, August 25, 2014 1:45 PM

 In addition to classmates, we were
also graced by two classmate widows at one event or another.  Bill (‘71) & Claire (Bill
Ericson’s widow) Barkovic were able to attend the gathering at the Zulu Time Bar at the
Thayer Hotel prior to another engagement at the Academy.  At the “We Did It”
celebration in the Haig Room at the Library, we were most happy to see Angie Calabro
with her sunny smile.

Photo: Dan Kaufman, Angie Calabro, and Tim Fisher at the ‘We Did It’ celebration

Life at Zulu Time
Monday, August 25, 2014 1:39 PM



 You’ll see lots of grinning at our
second march back event – the watering down after golf at the Zulu Time Bar at the
Thayer Hotel.  Many of our classmates stayed at the Thayer – with distant views of
Flirty.  Some remembered what they thought back in the day when they inhabited the
trails of Flirty – that they wished they had a room at the Thayer.

Photo Left: Ed & Molly Lorentzen and Dean & Clair Becker lounge at the Zulu Time Bar
with classmates in the background

Photo Right: Steve Frushour with Mary & Joe O’Connor at the Zulu Time Bar

More Life At Zulu Time
Monday, August 25, 2014 1:33 PM

 As usual, Skip Greeby came armed
with all sorts of fun facts: he’s still working and is immersed in modifying malls for the
new century; he’s the oldest to attend this event (nice way to say he is not making the
12 mile march); and he and Joan are taking the same Med cruise as John Hedley is
honchoing for the class – only in reverse -- prior to the class Ireland trip, so he can give
us a good poop dump.

Photo Left: Skip & Joan Greeby with Malena & Jocko Merriam at the Zulu Time Bar

Photo Right: Bill Barkovic (’71), Ray Puffer, Fred Shahid, Tom Kurkjian, and Gary Halstead
at the Zulu Time Bar

H2 Yields a Big Turn Out
Monday, August 25, 2014 1:28 PM



 For a company that does not get
together as often as companies like F2, B3, D3, or E3, H2 certainly turns out to support
the big class events.  H2 morphed from Plebe year as A2 and as D2 during Yearling
year.  If we include those originals who got assigned to G2 Firstie year, and Ohlinger,
who does his own morphing, that group of guys really had a great turn out with Dutch
Hostler, Bob Lower, Mike Mears, Chris Ohlinger, Andy Shaffer, Tom Simmons,
Steve Winsor, Rick Wright, your Scribe.

Photo Left: Tony Mathews, Dutch, Hostler, Bob Lower, Chris Ohlinger, Tom Simmons, Rick
Wright, Ray Puffer, Steve Frushour, and Gary Roberson – mostly H2 but all classmates at
the Zulu Time Bar

 While most of us sported class polo
shirts we have amassed over the years, Rick brought an assortment of shirts heralding
cities and countries that only Ann has visited.  One of the photos of most of the H2
attendees included Tony Mathews, who took a break from hiking the Appalachian Trail
(Tony is a nuclear engineer and not a politician, so he REALLY hikes the Appalachian
Trail), (robotics consulting engineer, professional wood turner and dozer restorer) Ray
Puffer, and Steve Frushour, who thought he was going to retire-retire in Texas until he
got sucked into the need to medically tend to roughnecks in the oil fields.

Photo Right: Steve Winsor, Mike Mears, Chris Ohlinger and Chris’ son, Mack, a current
Firstie at the ‘We Did It’ celebration in the Haig room

C1 – One Company that Tied for 2nd in Participation
Monday, August 25, 2014 12:46 PM

 There is no doubt that, with guys like
Pres Miller and Jim McClain, in one company, and followed up with Robby Robinson
and Jimmy Walsh, that company will always finish toward the top of the heap.  They
have consistently helped with class heavy lifting and support.

Photo Left: Pres Miller, Dan Kaufman, Dave Ohle, and Jim at Zulu Time after golf



Photo Right: Pres Miller, Dutch Hostler, Jim Tallman, and Jimmy Walsh still watering
down at Zulu Time

C3 – Another Staunch March Back Supporter
Monday, August 25, 2014 12:40 PM

  Recently retired
Tom Jewell and environmental and physical buff Greg Unangst have been long time
march back supporters and participants.  They are in agreement that it didn’t take much
persuasion to get Jim Tallman and Terry Wong into the march back groove.

Photo Left: Tom Jewell up for the march back

Photo Right: Gregg Unangst (with Jim Carman in background) at the ‘We Did It’
celebration in the Haig room

Buckner – Prep For the Long Walk
Monday, August 25, 2014 12:32 PM



 New Cadets no longer go to Lake
Frederick and camp in pup tents.  They now go to Buckner after Yearlings vacate.  All
marchers were invited out to a barbecue picnic supper, to the New Cadet Awards
presentation and talent show.  Some classmate long marchers stayed the night at Doris
Barth Hall while others returned to quieter and more comfortable sleeping
arrangements around Highland Falls.

Photo Left: Lamar Ratcliffe and Rich Flannigan at Buckner – no, that is not a new cadet
over Lamar’s shoulder

Photo Right: Bill Brown, Rich Scaglione, and John Morris ready to march

More Bright Eyes at Buckner
Monday, August 25, 2014 12:25 PM

Photo Left: Guess how much sleep Jimmy Walsh, Mark Hansen, Ray Rhodes, Peter Hanson,
and Craig Carson got prior to stepping off on the march back

Photo Right: The differences in smiles mark that Mike Toole chose the two mile walk wile
Jay Crenshaw opted for the long march

Life on the Trail
Monday, August 25, 2014 12:18 PM



 Classmates didn’t spend all the time
talking and walking with the New Cadets.  During breaks, they got together to exchange
war stories and bolster each other to keep them going. Or, sometimes, a classmate just
reflects on time in the field of an earlier day.

Photo Left: Old time marchers Dutch Hostler, Pres Miller, Dave Martin, Tony Ambrose, and
Paul Ptasnic on the trail

Photo Right: This photo of Craig Carson gives the feeling that he has done this before –
over rougher terrain

D3 Has a Good Turnout – and Lots of Support
Monday, August 25, 2014 12:11 PM



 Rick Rhoads not only helped get the DC classmate
contingent into march back shape, after completing the trek, he reported back to his D3
Warrior company mates that they were also represented by Tony Mathews, Myles
Crowe, and Hank Gregor.  Hank took time off from transient medical duties to
exacerbate the pending doom of a gimpy knee – thank you, sir – may I have another…

Photo Left: Rick Rhoades on his way to Buckner

Photo Right: Myles Crowe, Larry Manning, Bob Brown, and John Morris at the Zulu Time
Bar

Four B2 Participants Get A Surprise
Monday, August 25, 2014 11:56 AM



 On the morning of the march back,
those of us taking the easier way out with the two mile walk met in the parking lot at
Buffalo Soldier Field for a bus ride to the Ski Slope.  It was there that I met George
Lawton (’58) who asked if I knew Greg Camp – a cadet in B2 when George was the B2
TAC.  At the ski slope, I searched for Greg who had really gotten into the march back. 
When I found Greg, I told him that old his TAC asked about him, and I guess he had a
46 year flash-back because he turned pale and asked, “My TAC wants to see me?!”  It all
worked out at the lunch in Ike Hall after the march back when I got George and Greg
together and Greg got George with fellow B2 marchers Gary Halstead, Dale Hansen,
Larry Jordan, and John Morris.

Photo Left: Greg Camp meets old TAC, George Lawton (’58)

Photo Right: Larry Jordan and Larry Manning browsing at the AOG Gift Shop

D4 Also Shows Up with Four
Monday, August 25, 2014 11:50 AM

 It was a pleasant surprise to see many
D4 newcomers to the march back.  Bill Dickerson got some time away from the FDA,
where he works partly as a subject matter expert in the area of medical management of
radiation injuries and some patient work to be with classmates.  Jerry Hansen flew out
from California to march with a new cadet that he helped gain an appointment.  Jay
Johnson and Ray Puffer are already mention in this set of Notes.

Photo Left: Tom Jewell and Bill Dickerson at the post march lunch at Ike Hall with
classmates in the background

Photo Right: Craig O’Connor & Joanna McLellan with Jerry Hansen overlooking West



Point at the ‘We Did It’ celebration

Life at the Ski Slope
Monday, August 25, 2014 11:42 AM

 The Ski Slope was a mixed bag of fun,
determination, and body migration.  For a long time now, hair has migrated south from
the top of the head to the ears, nose, and face.  Recently, faces have migrated south a
little past the chin and beards of various fashions are being used to mask that wattle. 
After a few miles, even some of the hardiest found their chests migrate south into the
gut and thighs head down to enhance swollen ankles.

Photo Left: Pete Swan, Terry Wong, Craig O’Connor, John Dodson, Jay Crenshaw, and
Jerry Hansen with Gary Halstead in the background at the Ski Slope

 I saw a new cadet ask for Pete
Swan’s autograph, which seemed plausible, given his repute in Global Mobile Satellite
Systems and his work with our 50 Year Affiliation Program. However, once he got it, the
new cadet seemed disappointed – guess he thought Pete was Santa Clause.  The
classmates who made the march from Buckner were a little quieter than the gaggle who
just showed up to walk the last two miles.

Photo Right: Paul Joseph, Pat O’Keefe, Jack Miller, Ray Puffer, Craig O’Connor, Terry
Wong Robby Robinson, Mike Einbinder, Chris Ohlinger Dale Hansen, Orca the Flabby
Whale, Hank Gregor, Peter Hanson, Ed Lorentzen, and Myles Crowe at the Ski Slope

The March Back as a Family Affair
Monday, August 25, 2014 11:24 AM

 Fred & Sally Shahid hold the honor
of being the only grandparents of a cadet in our Affiliated Class of 2018.  As a result, the
family turned out in mass to support their new cadet during the march back.  Fred’s &
Sally’s daughter, Debbie, married one of her USMA Class of 92 classmates, Mike James. 
They have three kids:  Cadet Michael James (’18), Sam, and Jessica.  Also along on the
march back was one of Mike & Debbie’s classmate, Mike Arnston, who is Michael’s



godfather.

Photo Left: Fred &Sally Shahid with Mike Arnston (’92), Jessica & Debbie (’92) James, Mike
(‘92), Michael (’18), and Sam James at the Buckner Awards and Talent Show

 Gary & Patty Halstead came up to
visit son, Scott (currently a COL assigned to the Academy Staff & Faculty).  Gary opted
to walk back with Scott from the Ski Slope. 
While he is (still) waiting to be confirmed as the Assistant Attorney General for
Environment and Natural Resources, John Cruden brought part of his family up for
march back festivities.  Besides a daughter and son-in-law, John is indoctrinating
grandsons, Ryan and Campbell, into the trials, traditions, and bonds associated with our
Alma Mater. 

Photo Right: The Cruden Clan at the Ike Hall lunch after the march back

More on Families
Friday, August 22, 2014 1:03 PM

 Mark Hansen brought his daughter and grandkids to
prove to them that he could make the long march and readjust to humidity outside of
Arizona.  From recent weather reports, he went to the right place.

Mark Hansen with daughter Meredith Burney

But It Was Really About the New Cadets
Friday, August 22, 2014 12:54 PM



 It was great to see the number of
classmates really get into this mentor and affiliation thing by stating which new cadets
they wanted to march with.  I believe Tom Jewell took the prize for that with asking to
march with six.  John Cruden listed four.  Just watching classmates interact was good.

Photo Right: Bob Lower with New Cadet Courtney Smith, one of his AP math students

 Photo Left: Jocko Merriam with New
Cadets

More Classmates at Ike Hall After the March Back
Friday, August 22, 2014 12:45 PM

Long marchers Bob Adams, Doug McKenna, and Jess Gatlin with Tony Ambrose in
background celebrate after the march back

More Celebrating at the “We Did It” Party
Friday, August 22, 2014 12:33 PM

While both tax lawyer Mike Einbinder and satellite telecommunication consultant Dave
Martin remain at the top of their games, they enjoy taking time off for classmate stuff
and the exercise (they both opted for the long march) and surprises it brings.  Mike had
not seen Andy Shaffer since the Armor Officer Basic Course.



Photo Left: Dave Martin and Mike Einbinder overlooking West Point

Photo Right: Joe Henry and Terry Holland celebrating their unique views of the march
back events

Great to See Classmates Back After Tough Times
Friday, August 22, 2014 11:05 AM

 As we were drawing our gear for the
march back, we ran into Jay Johnson.  This was his first time in a long time after losing
his Pat after a long illness.  His first statement to me was, “I’m back,” and assured us
that he is not isolated in New Hampshire.

Photo Left: Jay Johnson (center in black) with Jim Carman (to Jay’s left) wondering if Chris
Ohlinger is going to pull his “see food” trick” at the post-march back lunch at Ike Hall

After Equipment issue, we ran into Pat O’Keefe with Paul Joseph at the bowling alley. 
He said, with the help of classmates, he too is back and looking forward to the closeness
and comfort of old friends.

Photo Right: Joe Henry, Bob Stroud, Pat O’Keefe, Paul Joseph, and Ralph D’Alessandro at
the Buckner Awards and Talent Show

 Listening to Jay and Pat underscores
a new difficult task that we must become mindful of.  Our classmates and their brides



are losing each other at an painful and swelling rate.  While Dutch Hostler has been the
primary go-to classmate to write a letter of condolence and sympathy on behalf of the
class, we too must follow suit to express our personal sorrow and support.  All who have
recently lost their life partners and other loved ones, have mentioned that contact from
a classmate has eased their initial shock and grief.  While some of you are already good
at this onerous task, most of us are not and need to refortify ourselves and follow our
Class Motto because YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT.

Summer of Remembrance and Reflection
Monday, August 11, 2014 8:42 AM

 The summer is not over and I expect at least one
additional set of Notes other than this posting.  The class really seems to be getting into
this remembrance of 50 years ago or so.  As you can see below, we’re still getting
acceptance certificate adventures reports.  These reports foster reflections of fun and
service – maybe that’s why we have so many signed up for the march back, which
should generate even more war stories.  To kick things off, Chris Ohlinger reported that
son, Mack’s class is getting cars and he sent along a couple of photos – taken about 46
years apart – to sadly show the acorn has not fallen too far from the oak.

50 Year Affiliation Appointment Acceptance Hails Continue to Pour In
Monday, August 11, 2014 8:40 AM

 Ray Puffer and Tom Jewell attended
the West Point Parents Club picnic at the Watervliet Arsenal for new cadets and parents
for all of the service academies. They had a good time meeting six out of the 10 new
cadets going to West Point from the Albany area, answering questions and dispelling
rumors that dinosaurs roamed the Plain when we were cadets.

Marty & Barbara Bowling got to meet 10 of the 13 members of the class of 2018 from
the Florida Gulf Coast through either the WPPC gathering area in June or at R-Day in
July.  In addition to passing out acceptance certificates and a letter from Dutch Hostler,
he also presented them with an R-Day essay that he had generated for our Both Sides
of the Wall.  He further made it clear that Earth Wind and Fire was a band that
originated in the 60s and not The Periodic Table of Elements of our days as cadets. 



Since Marty & Barbara are celebrating their 45th anniversary in the Pacific Northwest
this month, they will miss the march back; however, Marty assured us that he would get
in plenty of hiking at Mount Rainier, Crater Lake, and Redwoods and Glacier National
Parks to make up for it.

 Chuck Hawkins presented
certificates from the class to three new members of the Class of 2018 at Eagle River,
Alaska last June at the Alaska All Academies Association picnic.  Chuck said that it was a
pretty good turnout but folks kept their distance after he reminded them of what
happened in Alaska 50 years ago when he entered the Academy.

50 Year Affiliation Acceptance Gatherings in the Mid-Atlantic
Monday, August 11, 2014 8:35 AM

 Gordon Tillery sent pictures and
notice that Craig O’Connor met with, presented acceptance certificates to two new
cadets from West Virginia, and stayed around for an hour Q&A session in June.

 Meanwhile, Ralph Tuccillo and John
Keane teamed up to reinforce Dave Ohle, Gordie Tillery, and Dave Hatcher in passing
out certificates and informing the cadet candidates and parents of the history and
traditions their kids are getting into.  A special plea went out to be kind and helpful to
any geezers the new cadets might see wheezing and stumbling along the way of the
march back.

Classmates Attend A 50 Year Reunion
Monday, August 11, 2014 8:32 AM



 Prior to West Point, Craig O’Connor
forwarded a photo of classmates in another 50 year venue.  Craig, Greg Camp, Chuck
Canella, Tim Balliett, and Don Oberbeck were all classmates at Junction City High
School while their dads were with the Big Red One at Ft Riley.  Greg and Tim rotated
before they graduated but came to the 50th reunion anyway.  Including Don Oberbeck
(who did not show for the reunion), Junction City High (with only 110 male graduates)
sent six to academies.  Greg fessed up that he decided to become a runner in high
school after getting run over too many times as a football defensive back.  Craig sent a
photo of Greg, Chuck, and Tim.

Steiner Celebrates Another Graduation
Monday, August 11, 2014 8:29 AM

 Dick Steiner sent along a photo that
shows a proud Dad with his two daughters, Lindy and Charlotte, at Charlotte's
graduation from Juilliard in May.  Charlotte plays the viola.  Lindy is starting her third
(UVA for “junior”) year at the University of Virginia this fall.  Dick also reported that Jack
Reed visited recently and they had lunch with fellow C-2 classmate, Roy Miller.  Jack's
visit coincided with our DC quarterly class luncheon so he was able to attend that as
well.  Since Dick & Suzanne live in Maryland, they are paying out of state tuition for
Lindy, and there is no mandatory retirement age for magicians and mentalists, Dick
expects to be performing his magic spectacles for corporate audiences and private
parties for some time to come.

Jack & Meg Miller Do More Than River Raft
Monday, August 11, 2014 8:27 AM



 Jack & Meg Miller finally saw
enough of the TV ads on TV extoling the virtues of European river cruises to be
convinced it would be uniquely different than ocean cruises.  So, they booked a 15-day
cruise from Amsterdam to Budapest and gave it a try last June.  The picture depicts the
Millers taking a break in Passau after a morning tour of the city.  Jack confided that they
actually took many such breaks.  Now that he’s well rested, he is ready for the trek from
home in Alabama back to West Point for the Class of 2018 March Back.

Crecelius Also Goes to Normandy
Monday, August 11, 2014 8:25 AM

 After seeing Bob Balog’s earlier
posting, Allan Crecelius wanted us to know that he and Sandy also had the unique and
moving opportunity to be present in Normandy, France for the 70th Anniversary of
D-Day.  They spent two weeks in England and France, with part of the time on a D-Day
tour put together by a member of the class of 71.  He said that it was amazing to see
how the French embraced Americans during their celebration of the US/British
/Canadian forces’ liberation of Normandy. Their group spent June 6th in Ste Mere
Eglise. When organizers found out that their little group of veterans (most with
deceased fathers who fought in Europe) was going to be in Normandy, they asked them
to participate in the parade in that small and significant town.  It was quite special and
humbling to witness at least 12,000 French men and women on either side of the 1 mile
route through the village, cheering and clapping and smiling and thanking other
European and North American veterans and descendants of veterans – but, as you can
see not offering much wine.

Bodenhamers Also Tour France
Monday, August 11, 2014 8:19 AM

Peter Wallace emailed that Jim & Julia Bodenhamer had lunch with him & Barbara at
their home in France.  Although Jim and Peter are company mates, this was the longest
time they had ever spent together.  Peter reported that the Bodenhamers are on an epic
journey throughout Europe and having a great time without any of the commo (phones,
tablets, laptops, etc.) we would expect in the 21st century.



Farewell to Rich Des Jardien and Ed Cutting
Monday, August 11, 2014 8:13 AM

This has been a sad reporting period due to the passing of our dear classmates Rich
Des Jardien and Ed Cutting.  Rich had a tough fight with lung cancer for less than a
year and thought he had the upper hand.  Dale Hansen and Terry Wildrick attended
Rich’s meaningful graveside service at St Malachi's Church in Cochranville, PA on a
warm Saturday in July.  A group from a local VA did the military portion of the service. 
As usual, Dutch Hostler wrote and dispatched a letter of condolence on behalf of the
class. 
Dutch’s note to Ed’s next of kin is rougher since it appears that Ed has kept his distance
from AOG and classmates with regard to addresses and personal life.  Fortunately, we
have sleuth extraordinaire Dale Hansen who may have found a son.  However, the son’s
phone number is not working all the time.  We’ll keep looking because YOU’RE ALL
WE’VE GOT.



1968 Class Notes   

  
Brian Utermahlen Has Created Another Great Christmas Gift   
10/14/2015  
If you have not already heard, the Military 
Writers Society of America presented an award 
to Brian Utermahlen’s Historical Fiction series 
– this time for the final book, Pass in Review - 
COUNTRY. That makes it three awards– one for 
each book in the series – in four years. At the 
award ceremony held at the Society’s annual 
meeting in Phoenix, Brian thanked those (many 
were classmates) who helped him with these 
books by sharing their stories with him, assisting 
with editorial critique, and providing 
encouragement along the way as these three 
books went from an idea to a published reality. 

Photo Right: The Trilogy 

(HINT: if you want to get a "taste" of the books 
go to 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_c_0_8?url=search-alias%3Ddigital-text&field-
keywords=utermahlen&sprefix=utermahl%2Caps%2C183 and use the "Look Inside" feature of 
the Kindle versions. You can read the first 3 or so chapters of each book at no charge – so you 
can read about 10 chapters in the series to see if you like it or not. Guaranteed: you’ll like it. 

Photo Left: Brian Utermahlen at a recent DC Area Class Lunch 
 

 
Crecelius Clan Continues to Try to Unwind   

10/14/2015  
After a month back from the Baja and Cabo, 
Allan Crecelius & Sandy felt the need for more 
time away from their Southern California beach 
home and departed for a 10 day family gathering 
on the Big Island of Hawaii. They rented a villa 
on the water in Waikoloa and took all members 
of their growing (four daughters, two sons-in-
law, and two grandkids) family over to relax and 
do family bonding. This was their first big trip 
with the new dynamics of a 2-year old and an 18-
month old. In addition to the obligatory family 



photo, Allan included other snapshots of their demanding and hectic mornings on their lanai 
consuming adult beverages and other pick-me-ups and enjoyed their view. 

Photo: Crecelius-Comrie clan on their portion of Big Island paradise 
 

 
Don Davis Checks in   

10/14/2015  
Don Davis just wants to let us know that he and 
Laura are still kicking around Montana and 
enjoying fresh air, kids, and grand kids. Don 
retired back in 2002 and moved to a valley about 
45 miles south of Missoula on the far west side of 
the state. 

Photo: Laura & Don Davis still happy and 
healthy 

 

 
Bill Mulvey Helps Reduce Lionfish Population Around Bonaire   

10/14/2015  
On Saturday afternoon in late August, Bill Mulvey 
joined 30 other certified SCUBA divers for a two-tank 
dive in the marine reserves where divers are normally 
not allowed. A total of 288 lionfish, an invasive 
species, were taken out in one afternoon. 

Photo Right: Bill Mulvey helping to rid Bonaire reefs 
of lionfish 

Until 
2009, 
lionfish, 
which 
do not 
have natural predators in the area, did not exist in 
the waters surrounding Bonaire, and are now a 
threat to the biodiversity on Caribbean reefs. 
After the hunt, Bill returned to the US to get 
some exercise on the Appalachian Trail in 
Shenandoah National Park. 

Photo Left: Bill Mulvey continuing to attack the 
Appalachian Trail 
 

 

  



Jerry Crawford and His Motor Home  
10/14/2015  
After making a motorhome trip last year that was too 
far and too fast Jerry Crawford made a returned in 
August from his biggest trip this year which took 11 
weeks through 19 states and 11 national parks and 
monuments in the west. That trip brings his total 
“motorhome in states” count to 27. He said that he 
would have liked to be gone even longer but duty 
called with tasks at home. Next year, his focus is on 
the east and northeast while working towards hius goal 
of visiting all of the lower 48 in his motorhome. He is 
looking forward to staying at the campground at 
Round Pond to experience “camping” in a more 
relaxed and comfortable manner than cadet days in the 
woods at West Point. 

Photo: Jerry Crawford with friend Linda Asher at Logan Pass on Going to the Sun Highway in 
Glacier National Park after finishing a hike to Hidden Lake 
 

 
2015 Marchback – Carbo-Loading   

10/14/2015  
While the class Marchback ranks thinned quite a 
bit from last year, the steady trekkers stayed in 
force. While 10 attended the premarchback 
carbo-loading dinner at a Highland Falls bistro, 
nine completed at least some portion of the actual 
event. In the photo, Craig O’Connor was not 

present because he was on the bus heading for Buckner. See more photos at the 1968 Class 
Notes Photo Album on our AOG Class Notes web site. 

Photo: Pete Swan, Dutch & Megan Hostler, Joyce & Dale Hansen, Susan Carson, "Charlie" 
Murphy (Tony Dodson’s bride, Dave Martin Tom Jewell, Joanna McLellan (Craig O'Connor’s 
friend), Tony & Linda Ambrose, Craig Carson, Tony Dodson, and Clem & Pres Miller after 
carbo-loading 
 

 
Marchback 2015 – Oh-Dark-Thirty Assembly   

10/14/2015  
Craig O'Connor was the only classmate to brave 
spending the night with over 200 of his closest, 
snoringest, bodily fluid and gas emitting fellow 
grads. The others preferred to sleep on a real bed, 
wake up extra early and take another bus to 
Buckner, where all grads gathered, had breakfast, 
met some new cadets, and started out. Click on 
1968 Class Notes Photo Album on our AOG 
Class Notes web page to see many more photos. 

Photo: Dave Martin, Craig O’Connor, Pres 
Miller, Dutch Hostler, Tom Jewell, Dale Hansen, 
Craig Carson, and Tony Ambrose at Buckner 
 



Marchback 2015 – On the Trail   
10/14/2015  

Craig Carson reported that tt was a good 
Marchback. The weather was reasonably good 
(mid-80’s) and all classmates arrived safely at the 
Ski Slope without injury. Our class now comprises 
the entire 3rd rank plus part of the 4th. With eight 
persons in a rank, Craig calculated that there are 
only 16 participants more senior than ’68. 

Photo: Dave Martin, Craig Carson, Tony Ambrose, 
Craig O’Connor, Pres Miller, Tom Jewell, Dutch 
Hostler, and Dale Hansen at the only rest stop on 
the trail prior to the Ski Slope 

 

 
Marchback 2015 – Another Meal   

10/14/2015  
Of course, after carbo-loading the night before, 
an early breakfast, snacks along the way at the 
Ski Slope, the guys took a shower and joined the 
ladies for another meal. Remember the days 
when we could take in 5,000 calories a day and 
not pay for it? These are some good photos that 
show that either our classmates clean up well or the ladies make them look better. 

Photo Right: Dave Martin, Pete Swan, Linda & Tony Ambrose, Joanna McLellan & Craig 
O’Connor, Susan & Craig Carson, Megan & Dutch Hostler, Joyce & Dale Hansen, Tom Jewell, 
and Pres & Clem Miller at Ike Hall after the Marchback 

Since Pres Miller never broke a sweat on the 
march because he was in good enough shape to 
win his age group in the Ironman 70.3 a couple of 
weeks later, he didn’t have to shower. 

Photo Left: Just the guys 
 

 
Normandy Revisited With the Balogs   

10/14/2015  
Bob & Cecilia Balog re-visited Normandy in 
early August (they were also there last year for 
the 70th Anniversary). Since most of Western 
Europe seems to go on holiday in August all the 
D-Day sites were packed. At the Normandy 
American Cemetery outside Colleville-sur-Mer, 
there were American tourists (they are harder to 
identify these days since everyone seems to have 
adopted the plaid Bermuda shorts with black 
socks and sandals look), many Dutch, but mostly 
French families (there were long lines to get into 
the Visitors Center and even to park). Bob reflected that watching these families, with kids 
ranging from toddlers to teenagers, study the displays in the Visitors Center and then move 



respectfully among the acres of grave markers, made a profound impression on the two of them 
and partly answers the question of “if the sacrifices of the dead were worth the costs.” These 
parents, born after WW2, used their free time and freedom, to ensure that their children 
understood what liberty and liberation meant and at what price it was purchased. A conclusion 
could be that the debt that cannot be repaid but only acknowledged by keeping alive the memory 
of the fallen who paid the ultimate price. 

Photo: Cecilia & Bob Balog at Ponte du hoc last August 
 

 
Shipleys Prepare for September Class Cruise in Alaska   

10/14/2015  
 

Dick & Kathy Shipley took a break from the 
heat of their home in San Antonio and smoke at 
their lake house in Washington to catch some 
expensive salmon and re-tour in style on an 
Alaska cruise in August. 

Photo Left: Kathy & Dick Shipley at Hubbard 
Glacier 

 

  

This cruise was quite different than the one they would 
experience in September because this one was more 
leisurely and without classmates – but they managed to 
make a few friends along with way. 

Photo Right: Kathy & Dick Shipley at Gold Creek, Alaska 
last August 

 

 
Remembering John Wing at West Point   

10/14/2015  
Jim Swinney reported that he and Tom 
Beierschmitt represented the F-2 Zoo at John 
Wings funeral service and reception at West 
Point on July 29. There was a very appropriate 
military interment ceremony for John at the 
USMA Cemetery. The ceremony included 
ceremonial guard detail, flag detail (folding, and 
presentation), 18 gun salute, taps, Military 

Chaplain reading from Scripture (23rd Psalm and Matthew's Gospel), John's biography and brief 
homily, moving talks by John's 2 oldest grand children about their "Papa", and thank you to all 
participants from Christina Wing O'Donnell. The service on the lawn next to the Old Cadet 



Chapel was followed by the interment of John's ashes at the new columbarium. Jim & Lucile 
estimated that there were between 100 and 125 people at the Cemetery including classmates Bill 
Bachman, Jerry Florence, Dale Hansen, Dutch Hostler, Bob Kelly, Patty O'Keefe, Al 
Vitters, and Terry Wildrick (plus Jim and Tom).  AOG had set up the ceremony and according 
to Brian and Christina had been outstanding in their support to the family. AOG guided the POV 
caravan from the Visitor Center through Thayer Gate to the Cemetery. They also brought our 
Class Flag for the ceremony. What attendees witnessed was a ceremony that fit very well with 
what John told Christina and later Chuck Mahan and Charlie Beckwith that he would like at 
West Point. 

Photo: Jerry Florence, Bill & Jane Bachman, and Dale Hansen at John Wing’s Interment 
Reception at the Thayer Hotel 

The family was very moved by the military pomp and circumstance of the service. Christina 
reported that this was the hardest part with the flag, taps and gun salute. Jim & Lucille later took 
a tour of our alma mater and made a stop at the Cemetery to see if John's plaque had been placed 
on the columbarium, but what they found was typical Winger – an empty bottle was left above 
the crypt with a message. They also noticed 2 lipstick kisses on the granite enclosure. There was 
more to report later involving a stag and a hawk, but you have to buy the next iteration of Both 
Sides of the Wall to read about it. Then they headed to the reception at the Thayer Hotel. We met 
up with Jim Koch (Sam Adams Beer), who headed to the bar looking for his favorite beer. After 
informing the bartender who he was, an adequate quantity of our favorite brew was delivered to 
the bar with great apologies. It was a well-appointed reception with plenty of food and such 
luminaries as Tom White. Jim & Lucile spoke with both Brian and Christina and they were both 
so appreciative of the support from our class in Houston and at West Point and all the personal 
support, emails, cards and letters of condolences. Brian and Christina had the family at her place 
on Cape Cod for the past week with all the grandkids enjoying the water and fishing, just like 
they did with their Papa. The mood at the reception was somber, but everyone seemed to have a 
Wing story to tell. Christina was keeping a brave face, but did breakdown once when they spoke 
as the weight of the military ritual of the service hit her. "It was really tougher than Houston," 
she said. 
 

 
Dick Bowers Inducted into Georgia Tennis Hall of Fame   

10/14/2015  
Keith Harrelson dropped a note and photo 
commemorating Dick Bowers induction into the 
Georgia Tennis Hall of Fame last July. The 
induction is in recognition of his continuous 
playing record and contributions to preserving 
and promoting the game in the Atlanta area. The 
Georgia Tennis Hall of Fame had a well-attended cocktail party prior to the introduction that 
was attended by classmates David (with Doris) Clappier, (Army tennis teammate and doubles 
partner) Barry (with Debbie) Conway, Keith (with Jennifer) Harrelson, and Fred (with 
Sally) Shahid. 

Photo: Keith & Jennifer Harrelson, Fred & Sally Shahid, Peter Brual (83), Bill & Cathy 
Bassnet (86),Dick & Sandra Bowers, Debbie & Barry Conway, Doris & David Clappier 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Late Ranks – Austin, TX Area Founders’ Day  
10/14/2015  

Last spring, John Dallen sent me a cell phone 
photo of classmates and brides at the Founders’ 
Day dinner in Austin with a promise of a less 
grainy shot. In the meantime, John & Frances 
turned their attention to over planning a six 
month European odyssey that will surely drain 

the kids’ inheritance – complete with Facebook links and blog.  They are now back with lots of 
great European photos but no better picture from last Founders’ Day. Since we didn’t have 
much documented FD participation, this year, we’ll have to use what we have. 

Photo: Last spring’s 68 contingent at the Austin Founders’ Day: John Oventile (one of John’s 
Beast squad mates), Molly & Ed Lorentzen, Frances & John Dallen, and John & Mary Frushour 
 

 
Robert Beahm Three Year Re-Appointment as ARA   

9/8/2015  
Army Reserve Ambassador Robert H. Beahm, United States 
Army Reserve Ambassador for Maryland, has received a three-
year re-appointment to his position by Lt. Gen. Jeffrey W. 
Talley, Chief of Army Reserve. Beahm is the former Corporate 
Security Director for a Fortune 500 energy company and a 
nationally recognized expert in energy critical infrastructure 
protection and security risk management. He currently consults 
for electric utilities. 

Beahm has devoted countless hours to community service 
organizations including the Baltimore County Police 
Foundation, Metro Crimestoppers and the Boy Scouts of 
America. He currently serves on the Military Outreach 
Committee of the Maryland Committee for Employer Support 
of the Guard and Reserve. He holds an M.S. in Management. Beahm completed a 30-year active 
and Reserve Army career and is a Vietnam, Desert Storm and Provide Comfort veteran. 
 

 
Hiatts Seek Warm Winters and Cool Summers   

7/31/2015  
Tampa area residents Vic & Pat Hiatt enjoy their homes 
in Florida December through February. However, when 
the temps, humidity, and hurricane warnings start 
creeping up, they put the dogs in their RV motor coach 
and also creep up - north - for cooler weather. We caught 
them zip-lining (an operational test for Pat’s shoulder 
surgery) and hiking in the Blue Ridge Mountains at the 
end of July where the temps were 20-30 degrees cooler 
than those along the east coast and Florida. 

Photo: Vic & Pat Hiatt doing summer the Air Force Way 

 



Weekend of July 24-26 at West Point   
7/31/2015  
Pat Jonas sent photos of Steve Winsor, Jess 
Gatlin, and himself after their alumni Glee Club 
concert on Friday evening, July 24. Ann Gatlin 
and Rebecca Jonas accompanied their hubbies. 
Since the evening was a bit muggy, Pat likened 
the event to a shower formation experienced 
some 51 years ago. 

Photo Right: Glee Club performers Steve Winsor, 
Jess Gatlin, and Pat Jonas cooled down after their concert at West Point 

The next morning, Jess & Ann, Pat & Rebecca, 
Al & Kathy Vitters, Tony & Linda Ambrose, 
Dale & Joyce Hansen, Steve Winsor, Ray 
Puffer, and John (Tony) Dodson joined Dutch 
& Megan Hostler at Camp Buckner where 
Dutch presented to the President of the Class of 
2018, its class colors (flag containing its class 
crest) during the Awards and Promotion 
Ceremony at the end of the Class of 2018’s Cadet 
Field Training. 

Photo Left: Dutch Hostler helped by Dale Hansen present Class of 2018 with its class colors at 
Camp Buckner 
 

 
Shaffers Endure Yet Another MS Bike Ride in Texas   

7/31/2015  
While Pat, Steve, and Jess were sweating through 
their concert opuses, and others sweated through 
watching Dutch give the class of 2018 its colors, 
Andy & Betty Shaffer rode their bikes 150 miles 
in 105o West Texas heat in what was called The 
2015 MS150 Cactus and Crude Bike Ride to help 
raise funds to cure Multiple Sclerosis. Their team 
raised a team record amount - which placed them 
third overall and in front of much larger teams - 
despite Andy being taken out (almost permanently 
by another cyclist whose gender will remain 
unspecified) less than a mile into the ride. While 
Andy is planning on changing his bike horn to 
gunshot sounds (people move out of the way much 
faster when they hear that sound), Barbara and I 
may think twice about contributing to this effort 
because it only seems to encourage Andy & Betty to see how close they can come to heat 
stroke.  Now, Andy will begin bugging us to submit promised input for Both Sides of the Wall 
Vol III. 

Photo: Andy & Betty Shaffer trying to look spry after cycling 150 miles in two days in West 
Texas summer heat 
 



 
Allan Crecelius Reports Good Times   

7/31/2015  
Allen Crecelius forwarded a photo of the dining 
room he hand Sandy occupied while they spent a 
quick 4 days at the Esperanza Resort in Cabo San 
Lucas to celebrate their 28th wedding 
anniversary. A nice table for dinner at the resort's 
restaurant on the Sea of Cortez is a great 
understatement. 

Photo : Allen Crecelius and Sandy overlooking 
the Sea of Cortez on their 28th wedding anniversary 
 

 
Remembering Jay Williams   

7/31/2015  
Although he didn’t know him, Dale Hansen made it a point to attended the interment of ashes 
committal service for Jay Williams at West Point on July 20 because he felt that it was right to 
have representation by the class by at least one person. Despite Jay’s great personal 
contributions to Army and intercollegiate swimming, no other classmates were in attendance. 
While I’ll take part of the hit and apologize to Jay’s bride, Chris, because I did not beat the 
drum loud or often enough to remind class, company, and team mates of this significant event, 
we all must take a duty-bound proactive stance to attend these activities in support of loved 
ones. Certainly, geographic limitations will be a factor in attendance at these events; however, it 
is so meaningful to the widow and children to have classmates in attendance that we need to 
consider ways of increasing the likelihood of attendees. Even if we do not know the classmate 
personally, he is one of our classmates and that alone is enough reason to be in attendance. 
 

 
Remembering John Wing   

7/31/2015  
We were all devastated to learn that John Wing 
was found dead in his bed on the morning of July 
6. His children, Brian Wing and Christina 
O’Donnell, hosted a Celebration of Life for John 
at his home in The Woodlands, TX on Friday, 
July 10th. Although knowing that many others 
wished to attend but could not do so on such 
short notice, the Class of 1968 was represented 
by Dave Clemm, Jon Dodson, Bob Kelly (and 
Helen), Charlie Lieb (and Janet), Chuck Mahan, Pres Miller (and Clem), Paddy O'Keefe, 
Ray Rhodes, Jude Rolfes (and Laurie), Bob Shimp (and Carol), and Brian Utermahlen. 

Photo Right: Lauri & Jude Rolfes, Clem Miller, and Patty O’Keefe toasting and celebrating 
John Wing at The Woodlands 

Over the years John built a vast array of friends 
scattered across the world and from many 
military, business, sports, and political arenas. 
While some are aware of John’s business 
ventures, few were aware of John’s many 
philanthropic actions for West Point graduates, 



wounded veterans from Afghanistan & Iraq, and simply friends who asked for help. The 
Celebration of Life, attended by approximately 300 family and friends, provided an opportunity 
to share stories and console one another on the loss of a true friend to many. The day after the 
Celebration of Life gathering, another assembly of friends who could not attend the Friday 
conclave was hosted by one of John’s Woodlands neighbors and Resa. John expressed a desire 
to be interred at West Point, but final burial arrangements are not available at this time. While a 
group of classmates are exploring ways to best honor John, the family has requested that 
donations be made to Operation Grateful Nation, P.O. Box 132858, The Woodlands, Texas 
77393 

Photo Left: Dave Clemm, Charlie Lieb, Brian Utermahlen, and Chuck Mahan celebrating John 
Wing’s friendship and life at The Woodlands 
 

 
Honorary Classmate Samuel Adams Helps Troops in Need   

7/31/2015  
The summer started out routinely with an email from 
John Wing announcing that his friend, Jim Koch 
(President of Boston Beer Co - creator of Samuel Adams 
beer), donated a substantial sum to John’s Operation 
Grateful Nation. John designated the generous donation to 
be used on the St Lawrence River facility that he had 
donated earlier that is to be used by returning veterans to 
“decompress” and deal with the ravages of PTSD, TBI, 
and physical wounds that would take years to overcome. 
Also in a routine and supportive manner, David Clemm 
related how Jim & Cynthia Koch came to the aid of 
David’s and Jeanie’s son, Chris, during his dark hours. 
The recounts continued to pour in describing the 
generosity of the creator of Samuel Adams beer - all 
reports were unknown to us who adopted Samuel Adams 
as our Honorary Classmate at our 40th reunion. While 
most in this country have moved on, the Kochs remember 
and support soldiers and their families that have been devastated by war and face many more 
years of suffering both mentally and physically. Samuel Adams continues to be a staunch 
supporter of good friends and our soldiers who have been beaten down and desperately need a 
hand up. 

Photo: John Wing in happier days 
 

 
Hedleys Host A1 Classmates and Celebrate John’s Birthday   

7/31/2015  
Once again John & Margie Hedley hosted 
Craig & Susan Carson, Tommy & Bonnie 
Barnes, and Ray & Mary Jane Rhodes for their 
annual 4th of July celebration in rural America. 
This year, the parade in the M151 golf cart was a 
bit more local as weather encouraged the gang of 
four to stay a little closer to the pool, and lake, 
and bar. They also reverted to cadet days 
regarding naps - an hour in the rack is an hour 
away…. Sort of a mini vacation while on 
vacation. As expected, ideas were advanced, 



stories were told, schemes were hatched, and good times, food, and drink prevailed - and much 
focus on welfare of the troops. 

Photo Left: Tom Barnes, John Hedley, Ray Rhodes, and Craig Carson sending up a smoke 
screen 

Tom forwarded an article about the Air Force 
admitting to using Agent Orange at Egland AFB 
in and around the Ranger School training areas 
between 1962 and 1970 - so, even if we didn't get 
exposed to the stuff in RVN, the class probably 
got hosed during its three weeks at Eglin. Surry 
Everett has posted the article in the VA portion of our West-Point.org website. Note in the 
photo of the gang of four, while John usually has his arm around someone in pictures, he rarely 
plays with their ears…. 

Photo Right: 4th of July at the Hedleys’: Tommy & Bonnie Barnes, John & Margie Hedley, Ray 
Rhodes, Craig Carson, Mary Jane Rhodes, and Susan Carson 
 

 
Hedlays’ - Where the Hits Just Keep on Coming   

7/31/2015  
A week after the 4th of July extravaganza, 
Margie Hedley surprised John with a birthday 
party that included family and lots of friends 
from John’s Welcome Home Veterans 
organization and all the neighbors that were not 
away (so there were no police calls). In addition 
to that gaggle, Dutch & Megan Hostler dropped 

in to join in the festivities and get some Carolina real estate pointers. 

Photo Left: John & Margie Hedley with John’s 
sister and brother-in-law and all of their kids and 
their significant others 

Photo Right: Dutch & Megan Hostler and 
Barbara 7 Dave Gerard flanking John & Margie 
Hedley at John’s birthday party at Lake Norman 

 

 
Hostlers “Mainland Homeless”   

7/31/2015  
 In late June, Dutch & Megan Hostler became “homeless on the mainland” after a successful 
surgical procedure to having a house in a very high tax state removed from their backs. Now, 
they’re throwing around words like “vagabond” and “wayfarer” while they are actually visiting 
family and friends in various locations while they attend a number of class and veteran 
commitments including visits to West Point to attend the Glee Club Alumni concert, present 
class colors to our 50 year affiliation class at Camp Buckner, participate in the old grad 
marchback, Leaders’ Conference, and represent the Class for the Acceptance Day parade at 
West Point. One of their stops was in Durham to visit son, Christopher and his family now that 
Christopher is a year into his infectious disease fellowship, and has just assumed duties as Chief 



Resident for medicine at the Durham VA Hospital. They will see David and his family after he 
finishes his Medical Corps Career Course in Texas. 

Megan is on the board of some very worthy the non-profit, all volunteer, projects in which all 
monies collected go directly to meeting the financial and specialized needs of our most severely 
wounded veterans. She has focused on creating and obtaining transportation (from chairs to 
vans) for Her top priority has been Nine Line (in today’s combat lingo, a “Nine Line” is an 
emergency medevac request) Foundation and Help Our Military Heroes - organizations that 
have produced and donated almost 50 special needs conversion vans and put veterans and 
families into specially designed homes after all the ground breaking fanfare has faded and the 
real work had to be done to bolster the resilience of the human spirit. 
 

 
Yoshitanis and Kimballs Reunite in Chattanooga   

7/31/2015  
Tay Yoshitani forwarded a photo of Jim & 
Ronnie Kimball and he & Becky taken at a local 
brew pub in Chattanooga in mid-July. Earlier, 
Jim & Ronnie had taken Tay & Becky ato 
strategic position at Lookout Mountain where one 
can see seven states, and Jim could recount how 
the Civil War played out in and around 
Chattanooga. They decided the best way to 
review and critique strategies employed by both 

sides was to huddle at the brew pub. Tay said that it was truly a forehead slapping event -- if 
only he had these lessons 47 years ago, he wouldn’t have struggled so much in “Art” class! Jim 
and Tay were roommates for 2 years prior to our grand Firstie year shuffle. Although he retired 
last year after almost eight years as CEO of the Port of Seattle and SeaTac Airport, Tay has 
remained in Seattle keeping busy on several corporate and non-profit boards. Jim remains a 
successful dentist, heavily involved in numerous community activities, and maintains a brutal 
regimen to stay in shape in his hometown of Chattanooga. 

Photo: Jim & Ronnie Kimball and Becky & Tay Yoshatani 
 

 
ALASKA FISHING ADVENTURE   

7/31/2015  
In late June, Chuck Jones, Joe Henry and Mike 
Fellows finally made their long discussed fishing 
expedition to Seward, Alaska. Chuck and Joe live 
in Denver and Mike lives in Boulder, Colorado. 
They stayed several days at the Seward Military 
Resort, at which both Chuck and Joe had stayed 
on previous occasions. Despite uncooperative 
weather, they got in a couple of days of salmon 
fishing and a day of halibut fishing as well as a 
boat tour of the local fjords and glaciers. They 
highly recommend staying at the Seward Military 
Resort for anyone ending/starting in Seward for 
an Alaska cruise - or if you wish to extend your vacation and explore the Kenai Peninsula. 

Photo Right: Chuck Jones, Joe Henry, and Mike Fellows with some very expensive fish 



Following their stay in Seward, they drove to the 
Western side of the Kenai Peninsula to visit our 
classmate Chuck Hawkins who owns the log 
cabin his parents built over 50 years ago when 
they came to Ninilchik for teaching assignments. 
Chuck was a gracious host for three nights and 
they had a marvelous time, including an 
additional day of halibut fishing and joining a 
local neighbor for a 4th of July party. When 
Chuck is not traveling to China and Japan for 
consulting work, he splits his time between his 
Alaska home in Ninilchik and his alternate 

command post on Kent Island, Maryland. 

Photo Left: Joe Henry, Chuck Jones, Chuck Hawkins and Mike Fellows with Chuck’s cabin in 
the background 
 

 
Holland in Holland   

7/31/2015  
Terry Holland sent a photo at a tulip zoo during his recent 
bicycle trip in the Netherlands. The white legs are the result of 
a very long winter in Cleveland. He and Laura also had a 
"meet and greet" with some cows who make Gouda cheese. 
Terry related that it was a great riding and learning experience. 
After the first few days, he broke the code as to why there are 
so many windmills in Holland -- the wind blows a lot! They 
rode two days in Beaufort Force 7 wind, which is a near gale. 
He asked one of their tour guides if there is a Dutch word for 
"windbreak." After thinking about it, she replied that there 
wasn't. The tops of the dikes are completely unprotected. What 
the country lacks in hills, it makes up for with wind. Further, 
the Dutch security people are great - if you don't have a tulip 
picture when you are leaving, they will Photoshop you into 
one. They are planning on going back next year and hopes to 
get someone from the Zoo or other classmates to go along. 

Photo: Holland in Holland 
 

 
(Not so) “Fat” Larry Hart Still Excels in Track and Field   

7/31/2015  
Larry Hart has been competing in masters track 
and field for the last several years. He recently 
broke the American record in the hammer throw 
with a throw of 56.32 meters and is ranked No. 1 
in the world. He’s also ranked No. 1 in the 20 lb 
weight throw with a throw of 18.71 meters (see 

http://www.mastersrankings.com/rankings.php?gender=MEN&season=Outdoor&year=2015 



and enter hammer or weight throw for event and 65-69 for age group). He is no longer in the 
motorcycle dealership business because, after 2008, potential customers had no credit, no jobs, 
no interest in recreational products, and no cash. Banks weren't lending, owners were defaulting 
on loans, and owners were dumping their used units on the used market. Sales were off 85%. 
What a time to retire! 

Photo: Larry Hart showing old style for new records 
 

 
Toney Mathews Still on the Appalachian Trail   

7/31/2015  
Toney Mathews sent an email with photos to his D-3 
Warrior classmates reminding them that his 
Appalachian Trail hikes have given him great 
encouragement over the years. Rick Rhoades hiked 
part of the trail with him in the Shenandoah National 
Park two years ago. Currently, he has completed about 
1,700 miles of the trail, and his plan this year was to 
start in Maine near the New Hampshire border, hike 
south to Rutland, VT, and take the Amtrak back home 
to Hilton Head. Prior to hitting the trail at Grafton 
Notch, Maine, he stayed with Myles & Christine 
Crowe for a few days at their place in Jackson, NH where they gave him the grand tour of this 
lovely area in the White Mountains of New Hampshire. The first day with them included 
watching a black bear amble across their front yard. His initial plan did not quite work out due 
to knee and hip problems which caused him  to get off the trail in Gorham, NH. The Maine 
portion of the trail up to Gorham was some of the most difficult that he had backpacked across. 
Not to be totally denied, he rented a car and did some day hikes without the backpack on select 
sections, which his knee and hip tolerated. While many of us continue to complain that it takes 
15 minutes just to get out of the car, Toney is working to get his knee and hip in good enough 
shape to finish the Trail jaunt in Vermont next year since the Green Mountains of Vermont are a 
bit easier than the mountains of New Hampshire and Maine. 

Photo: Toney Mathews and Myles Crowe in NH 
 

 
Don Jones Still Caring for Kids and Keeping Active on South Part of the 
Appalachian Trail  

 

7/31/2015  
Don Jones has also tackled the Appalachian Trail - only 
a little farther south. After receiving the Mobile 
(Alabama) County High School Teacher of the Year 
award just prior to his retirement from teaching in 
public schools, he took on a four-day, 40 mile hike this 
summer on the Trail in Virginia.  While his bride, 
Stephanie, is still teaching in the Mobile County Public 
School System, Don will continue teaching at a private 
Academy starting in August. 

Photo: Teacher of the Year Don Jones on the 
Appalachian Trail in Virginia 

 



 
Ex-Roomies Vic Farrugia and Dan Adams Remain Connected   

7/31/2015  
Since Vic Farrugia and Dan Adams were 
roommates for part of plebe year, they (of course) 
have a special bond. As fate would have it, they 
both ended up in New Orleans (Vic's hometown 
and Dan's post career place of work/retirement). 
Dan now splits time between New Orleans and 
Pensacola while Vic is still at work providing for 
two of the youngest legacies of the class, son 
Michael age 15 and daughter Isabelle age 12. Vic, Catherine, and the kids stayed at Dan's 
Pensacola Beach condo the end of May. Beach activities filled most the schedule, but Vic and 
Michael joined Dan's brother Rich (Class of 67) for a round of golf at Sandestin. 

Photo: Dan Kimball with Vic Farrugia and his family on the beach in Pensacola 
 

 
More About Frank & Michele Lynch Traveling East   

7/31/2015  
From the May Notes posting, we learned from 
Fred Hoblit that Frank & Michele Lynch and 
Ralph & Sandy Tuccillo attended Fred’s Dad’s 
Celebration of Life in the DC area. What we 
didn’t hear about was what else pulled Frank & 
Michele away from their home in Vegas. They 
were also in town for a son's retirement (can we 

be THAT old?), a granddaughter’s graduation, and to reconnect with the old gang at a traditional 
Irish pub. The Celebration of Life, retirement, and graduation were pretty easy since they were 
conducted at established places. The pub was a little more difficult since the traditional one in 
Springfield had shut down; however, an abundance were found in the Olde Town Alexandria 
area… 

Photo: Longtime friends meeting at a new pub in early June: Bub Younts, Ralph & Sandy 
Tuccillo, Phyllis Giasson, Angie Younts, Michele & Frank Lynch, and Chuck Giasson 
 

 

 



1968 Class Notes   

  
Mike Palone to be Inducted into The Army Sports Hall of Fame   
7/1/2015  
If you didn’t get the word by other means, Mike Palone will be inducted into the Army Sports 
Hall of Fame on Friday, September 18 at a formal dinner and presentation in Ike Hall. 
Obviously, this announcement was a wonderful surprise and it is hoped that many classmates as 
well as hockey and soccer teammates will be able to attend since Mike’s company mates in the 
F-2 Zoo may still be on the Supe’s special smiley face list. 
 

 
Remembering John N. (Jay) Williams   

7/1/2015  
Jon Dodson forwarded a note from Jay Williams’ bride, Christine, to let us know that Jay’s 
interment will be at the West Point columbarium (in the middle of the West Point cemetery, 
behind the old cadet chapel) at 1:30 on July 20. Anyone interested in getting on post the easiest 
way possible can meet up with Jay’s family at the north end of the Visitor Center parking lot 
between 12:45 and 1pm to process in to the cemetery. A representative from the AOG will lead 
everyone in and ease the passage through gate security. After the ceremony, all are invited to 
join the family at a reception – hors d’oeurvres, soft drinks, wine and beer – in the Hap Arnold 
room at the Thayer Hotel. 
 

 
Another Miller Cruise   

7/1/2015  
Jack & Meg Miller enjoyed their Viking River 
cruise so much last year that they decided to try 
out the first Viking ocean liner, the Viking Star, 
on a 15-day cruise of Baltic and North Sea ports. 
Jack said that while they were in Tallinn, Estonia 
they felt obligated to try out the beer to insure it 
was safe to consume by future visitors from the 
States. As one would guess, it was safe. While 
there, Jack decided to hold another A2 mini-
reunion. Jack made a motion to order another beer and Meg seconded the motion. Fortunately, 
both were able to return to the ship before it departed for Poland. 

Photo: Meg & Jack Miller 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Robersons Host Gerards and Show Off Pittsburgh and Vicinity  
7/1/2015  

Gary & Cookie Roberson certainly did their homework for 
Gary’s army retirement. They didn’t want to stay in the 
Washington, DC area, but they wanted to live near an established 
(“real”) city that was easily accessible from the burbs and had 
family and sports life. They chose Pittsburgh, PA and learned 
about and participated in all facets of the area’s opportunities. 
Barbara and I took advantage of their experience, hospitality, and 
planning intellect by visiting them with our middle grandson who 
has an interest in cities and architecture. Needless to say, we 
were all thrilled at the program they put together and the time 
they made for us where we could sit back after a strenuous day to 
reminisce and catch up on family activities and adventures. 

Photo: Gary & Cookie Roberson at Falling Water 

 

 
Brian Utermahlen’s Trip to Georgia   

7/1/2015  
Brian Utermahlen reported that he had a great 
time in Georgia – mostly due to Greg & Joanie 
Camp who squired Brian and an old Vietnam 
helicopter pilot friend around Fort Benning and 
through the new Infantry Museum. Greg was, and 
continues to be, instrumental in the development 
and operation of the Museum. He also mentioned 
that Dick Steiner did his strolling magic at the 
Grand Opening some time back. As others have 
reported, you owe it to yourself to go see what 
has to be the premier Army Museum in the 
country. 

Photo: Greg & Joanie Camp with Brian Utermahlen in Columbus, GA 
 

 

E-2 and Others Remember Howie & Susan Harper   
7/1/2015  

Eleven E-2 company mates and 
Howie & Susan Harper’s family 
members gathered on the first 
weekend of this month at the Key 
Bridge Marriott to reconnect and 
remember Howie & Susan. It was 

not a somber gathering – just how Howie would have wanted it. On Monday, the 11 reconvened 
at Arlington National Cemetery, and were joined by DC area classmates Sandy Cohn and Lee 
Outlaw. The assembly convoyed from the Admin Building to Patton’s Circle, where they 
transferred Howie’s ashes to the caisson. The military procession continued on foot a short 
distance to the columbarium for the funeral. The ceremony was conducted under a permanent 
canopy, with words by an Army chaplain, rifle salute, taps, and folding of the flag - which was 
presented to Howie’s son. From there, Howie’s brother carried the ashes to the niche where 



Howie’s wife, Susan, was laid to rest last year. As usual, it was a moving funeral with military 
honors, caisson, band and salute. Weather was beautiful. 

Photo: Lee Outlaw captured this photo at Arlington of Skip Greeby, Jim Lawton, Mike Wells, 
Jock Merriam, Lamar Ratcliffe, Dan Winter, Bruce Sweeny, Dick Flanigan, Alvie Kimbll, Steve 
Rodgers, Lyle Pirnie, and Sandy Cohn 
 

 
DC June Hike Group   

7/1/2015  
While E-2 and others were saying good bye to 
Howie & Susan, Gordon Tillery reported that 
hike honcho Rick Rhoades had a pre-arranged 
weather dictated DC Classmate hike on the books 
which had to be taken. Along with Rick & Mary 
and Gordie and Elsie, Craig O’Connor, and 
Rick Wright enjoyed a 4+ miles trek over rolling 
hills in Sky Meadows State Park. Craig coordinated luncy in a historic tavern in Upperville after 
the hike. But it did not deter Rick Wright was motivated for the hike because he is in full 
training mode in preparation to climb Mt Fuji in July. Potentially, next local outing will be Rock 
Creek Park – once Jim Greenberg is back in action. 

Photo: DC June Hikers Craig O’Connor, Gordon Tillery, Rick Wright, and Rick Rhoades 
 

 
Mike Cerrone Donates Statue to Law Center   

7/1/2015  
Pat Toffler forwarded an article regarding Mike 
Cerrone and his attachment to Joan of Arc. This 
month he donated a statue of Joan of Arc entitled 
the “Saintly Soldier of Christ” to be placed in the 
Thomas More Law Center office. The Thomas 
More Law Center is a Christian, conservative, 
nonprofit, public interest law firm based in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, and active throughout the 
United States. Mike’s personal devotion to St. 
Joan of Arc was born when it was noted that he 

was ordained a priest on her feast day, May 30th. After he retired from the military, he began to 
study St. Joan of Arc in earnest. Eventually, his research and devotion culminated in authoring 
For God and Country a book about how prayer and the Church’s sacramental life gave St. Joan 
of Arc the strength to overcome. The artist who sculpted and cast the statue is Julia Levitina, a 
Ukrainian woman who has received numerous awards in figure modeling, and her sculptures are 
recognized for "uplifting the human spirit." A group of sisters from the Dominican Sisters of 
Mary Mother of the Eucharist capped the spirit of the statue donation with an impromptu 
performance of Salve Regina. 

Photo: Father Mike Cerrone Donating a Statue of St. Joan of Arc at the Thomas More Law 
Center 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



C-1 Mini Reunion in Alabama  
7/1/2015  
Jimmy & Peggy Walsh hosted a C-1 mini-
reunion at their son’s lake house near Arley, AL 
– about an hour north of Birmingham on Smith 
Lake the. week after last Memorial Day. Despite 
their best efforts at date selection, several 
classmates were irrevocably committed to family 
trips or events, but, in the end, they had 13 
classmates present, along with spouses and guests 
– including Rick Hawley’s sister and brother. Classmates began arriving on Thursday, and all 
but one had arrived by supper-time on Friday. They had arranged rooms at a nearby inn and 
local condo resort, but had plenty of room on the lake for lounging, swimming, boating, eating, 
drinking, and lots of laughing. Some played golf at a local course and they rented a pontoon boat 
to cruise the lake. On Sunday, they had a memorial service for their departed company 
classmates: Rick Hawley, KIA, John Darmody, auto accident, Mike Bruce, undiagnosed heart 
condition, and Roy Mase, cancer. Tom McConnell, a Catholic Deacon, gave thanks for their 
lives and for company mates, families, and friends. 

Photo Right: C1 now: Front Row, Pete Poynter, Bill Robinson, Ron Feher, Mike Fellows, Tom 
McConnell, Chuck Canella; Second Row: Eric Thomas, Jimmy Walsh, Harold Yager, Lee 
Outlaw, Jim McClain, Brian McKenna, Pres Miller 

The service was followed by great stories about 
each of their lost company mates with some 
laughs and tears. They also helped Mike & 
Becky Fellows celebrate their 43rd anniversary. 
Overall, their schedule was rigidly flexible so that 
everyone could just relax and have fun. 
Occasional denial (not a river) occurred as they 

all “forgot” their key roles in some disaster involving upper classmen, Tacs, or Academic Ps. 
Most often; however, eye witness testimony prevailed to verify the “story.” Most of all, their 
bond, now lasting over 50 years, proved true, and their allegiance to West Point firm. One of the 
photos posted shows the guys arranged in the same positions as their Firstie C-1 photo, with D-
1/C-1 classmates filling in. Since they lived in East Barracks, the new D-1 guys were just down 
the hall Firstie year, and they all remained C-1. The other photo captures most of the gaggle that 
came along. The next C-1 reunion will be eagerly anticipated. 

Photo Left: A more complete C1 Gathering including Susan Poynter, Susan Hazen (Bill 
Robinson’s partner), Kathy Feher, Becky Fellows, Brenda McConnell, Joyce Canella, Rhonda 
Thomas, Peggy Walsh, Kay Yager, Sherry McClain, Karen McKenna, and Clem Miller 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Bob Hensler Reflects During and After Son’s Assumption of Command  
7/1/2015  
Bob Hensler reflected that it has been a full 
generation since he last served with steely-eyed 
warriors the likes of the 75th Ranger Regiment, 
the 1-22nd Infantry, 10th Mountain Division and 
all the lads in the Bronco Brigade of the 25th 
Infantry Division. This consideration was brought 
home when he got to witness his son, Bart, taking 
command of the 6th Ranger Training Bn last May 
at Camp James E. Rudder Florida (what we knew 
as the FL Ranger Camp). To once again be 
among this class of soldiers made Bob stand a bit 
straighter. Bart previously served two years in 
Iraq – one in a conventional infantry Bn (nine 
months of which was as a company commander), and the second year in 2nd Ranger Bn, (half of 
which he was a company commander). He served another year in Afghanistan with the 173rd 
ABN BDE, most of which as a Bn S3. Bob and Bart both served in combat in the same company 
of 2nd Ranger Bn a generation apart (Bob, when he jumped into Grenada, and Bart in Iraq). The 
youngest member in the picture, Bart’s son, is trying to figure it all out – but with subtle hints 
from his grandfather and father, and the Ranger tee shirt – there’s no doubt that he’ll figure it 
out and the defense of our country will remain in good hands. 

Photo: The Henslers – two and a quarter of Rangers 
 

 
Morands Introduce Granddaughter to Spain   

6/30/2015  
Lee & Ginny Morand helped their granddaughter celebrate her college 
graduation by taking her to Spain where they toured Madrid, Segovia, 
Sevilla, Ronda, Córdoba, and Grenada. To commemorate the trip, Lee 
sent a photo of he and Ginny in the Puerta del Sol, in front of the bear 
and the madrone tree, the heraldic symbol of Madrid. 

Photo: Ginny & Lee Morand in Madrid 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Lynes Sponsor 5th Annual Future Generations Tournament  
6/30/2015  
Dan & Linda Lynes sponsored the 5th annual 
Future Generations Golf Tournament at St. James 
Plantation for the benefit of The First Tee of 
Brunswick County. Like Coach Palone and Mr. 
Creighton tried to do for us, The First Tee 
provides young people with character-building 
and life skills lessons using golf as the platform. 
Since Brunswick county is one of the poorest 
counties in struggling North Carolina, this 
tournament is important to support the 7,000 
children of the county. 

Photo: Linda & Dan Lynes at one of five active 
golf courses St. James Plantation 
 

 
Old E3 Has Fun Forgetting and Asking Forgiveness   

6/30/2015  
Joe Guignon reported that, once again the old E3 
gang deserted their brides around Valentine’s 
Day to escape foul weather, soak up some sun 
and suds, and revive old war stories. This year, 
they returned to Palm Springs where they played 
(among others) the select Bermuda Dunes 
Country Club (famous for hosting the first 50 
Bob Hope Desert Classics). This tradition – 

referred to as the Jack Bussa Retirement Funding – is now in its 15th year. Jack wins the 
money, but none of other guys have figured out exactly how. Earl Newsome swears that he 
never plays golf (or practices); however, he always has the low score at the end. Chuck Jones 
has a very special five wood that does magical shots. Joe Creeden is the most consistent and 
therefore wins nothing. Mark Spelman claims recent surgery has affected his game but no one 
believes him – after all, he is the oldest in the group. Bill Flowers brings his home made wine 
and tries to use that to his advantage. Gordon Zophy is an outsider from E-3; however, he has 
been properly baptized and contributes unwilling to Jack's retirement. Then there is Jess Gatlin 
who buys new clubs every year in hopes of winning. This year, he took up shaving his head in 
the hope that the sunshine would free up his brain cells to concentrate better. Neither worked. 

Photo Left: E3 golfers last February in Palm Springs: Mark Spelman, Joe Creeden, Gordon 
Zophy, Chuck Jones, Jess Gatlin, Jack Bussa, Earl Newsome, Bill Flowers, and Joe Guignon 

The guys had so much fun in February they 
decided to push their luck by enrolling in the 
Alumni Golf outing this month in the DC area so 
Joe could do some more critiquing. Joe Creeden 
plays the most consistent golf, but living now in 
Atlanta gives him the advantage of playing more 
often and not in the snow. Mark Spelman 
continues to recover from his surgery of last year, 
decided to retire full time, and has stared 
focusing on golf. Jess Gatlin is better known as 
the double bogey man – two over par on every hole. His game might just be affected due to the 



funky hat he wears to shield his shaved head. Chuck Jones has a special magical fairy wan that 
he uses for mysterious shots. No one knows how he pulls these shots off with a Five wood club 
that is 30 years old. Although Earl Newsome claims that he works so much that he never gets 
the opportunity to play golf, he won the tournament with a score of 82. Although Gordon 
Zophy, played to his usual 94, his team won some money the first day. Joe did his usual – acting 
like he was struggling on the course, but was thrilled to have the break away for a few days. 
Dave Martin joined in with the group of classmates and quickly realized that they all at least 
talk a good game. 

Photo Right: Jess Gatlin, Joe Guignon, Earl Newsome, , Gordon Zophy, Joe Creeden, Dave 
Martin, Chuck Jones, and Mark Spellman at the alumni golf tournament in Washington, DC 
 

 
Bill Jeffries Staying Too Active   

6/30/2015  
Bill Jeffries dropped a note to acknowledge that 
his all work and no play schedule is all his fault. 
Bill & Cheryl closed down Deer Valley, Utah as 
usual. Although the snow wasn't the greatest this 
season, the scenery remained magnificent. He 
recently returned from Oahu where he hosted a 
marriage seminar for several couples – and found 
some time to take in the surf. Currently, he is on 
another signing tour for his latest book: Culture 
and High Performance: Creating a World Class 
Business and Organizational Culture. He already 

hit Atlanta, NYC, Chicago, Seattle, and San 
Diego where he was pleasantly surprised to 
discover that some people in this country 
still read. 

Photo Left: Bill Jeffries and his Bride, 
Cheryl Crawford this year at Deer Valley 

Photo Right: Bill Jeffries staying in shape 

 

 
Bob Lorbeer Forwards Praise For His Bride   

6/30/2015  
Bob Lorbeer's bride, Belinda Gail (remember her beautiful singing during our 45th reunion at 
the Cadet Chapel memorial service and at our dinners?) has been continuing to fill her trophy 
case. Belinda's new CD, Granite Mountain was awarded 2014 Album of the Year by the 
Western Music Association, and the Academy of Western Artists recognized Belinda as 2014 
Female Performer of the Year. You can listen to Belinda's music by Googling Belinda Gail - 
America's Western Sweetheart. While congratulations are in order for Belinda, Bob has to 
remember he can't carry a tune in a steel pot. 

Photo: Belinda Gail, Bob Lorbeer, and Apache Rose in front of the 2014 WMA Awards Banner 
 

 

 
  



Sandy Cohn’s Latest Book For Sale For Delivery in January 2016  
5/28/2015  
Sandy Cohn has completed his latest book, The President's First Year -- None Were Prepared, 
Some Never Learned—Why the Only School for Presidents is the Presidency, Globe Pequot 
Press / Lyons Press has agreed to publish it, and has already been reviewed (by Eleanor Clift 
and Jim Locher). Sandy critiqued each president, from George Washington, based on the issues 
each confronted in their first years in office, and shows how their subsequent actions proved 
what they learned (or didn’t learn) from their mistakes.  The book is expected to be available by 
January 2016 and can be ordered now at https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781493011926/The-
President's-First-Year-None-Were-Prepared-Some-Never-Learned%E2%80%94Why-the-Only-
School-for-Presidents-is-the-Presidency. 
 

 
Chris Ohlinger Continues the Party After Mack’s Graduation   

5/28/2015  
In true to form style, Chris Ohlinger seems to be 
our only classmate to witness his son, Mack’s, 
graduation from West Point. Other classmates 
were willing and able to attend; however, 
Ohlinger graduation week activities were slightly 
curtailed and fluid. Chris explained it as the 
heightened terrorism alert caused Mack to be 
personally and strongly requested to do extra 
security duty by the Tactical Department – but 
Chris assured us that Mack would have 

volunteered anyway to protect everyone by Walking the Area for eight hours a day for five 
straight days. Other rumors – substantiated by the stripes on his graduation uniform – Mack was 
designated Area Captain and was required to be on duty as long as tours had to be walked by 
anyone. At the Supe's reception, Chris explained to General Caslin that Mack could not attend 
because he was on the Area until Graduation Day. Twenty minutes later, Mack learned he'd 
been given amnesty. Mack marched with Chris’ sabre at the Graduation Day Parade. Duty? 
Respect? Love? Tradition? Nah!! Mack broke his saber sword-fighting with a buddy. Chris and 
Pete Lopes are proud. Dutch & Megan Hostler made advance arrangements with Chris to 
present the usual legacy remembrance to Mack – a pewter plate with Academy crest engraved 
with Mack’s name and class and “a son of the Class of 1968 – at the Firstie Club (Chris 
suggested the venue) on Tuesday evening prior to Graduation, but “scheduling difficulties” 
arose. The Hostlers connected once briefly with Chris by phone attempting to coordinate 
another time, but to no avail.  According to his emails and Facebook entries, Chris had a great 
week “herding cats” and wasn’t able to identify an opportunity when Mack would be available 
to receive the legacy gift. Since Dutch still has the tray, he has asked Chris to provide a postal 
address so he can forward the legacy gift to him so that Chris can make the presentation to Mack 
on behalf of the Class. Dutch is still waiting to hear back… 

Photo: Mack and Proud(est) Papa Chris Ohlinger after Mack’s graduation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Hoblits Celebrate Life of Dad  
5/28/2015  
Fred & Nancy Hoblit hosted a Celebration of 
Life Ceremony and lunch in honor of Fred’s Dad, 
Colonel Noel Elmer Hoblit, USAF Dental Corp., 
on May 21 at the Army-Navy Country Club after 
his funeral at the Ft Myers Old Post Chapel. 
Recall that that Fred and his brother, Colonel 
(USAF R) Jerry Noel Hoblit (‘58) lost their father 
in a November 1952 crash of a C-54 transport in 
an Alaskan glacier. 

Photo Left: Jerry & Fred Hoblit at their Dad’s 
Celebration of Life Ceremony and Luncheon 

His remains plus ~ 30 of the 54 on board were 
DNA positively IDed after an extensive wreckage 
evaluation by the Joint Personnel/MIA 
Accountability Center in CY2012 and CY2013. 
During that 60 plus year period, the wreckage 
traveled 12 miles in the glacier. Also recovered 
were Fred’s and Jerry’s Dad's dog tags. Fred and 
Jerry were directly commissioned in the USAF 

upon their USMA respective graduations. When Fred unexpectedly passed the flight physical in 
January 1968, he elected a USAF commission in the “Son of a Deceased Veteran” category. 

Photo Right: Classmates and brides attending the ceremony: Frank & Michele Lynch and Ralph 
& Sandy Tuccillo flanking Fred & Nancy Hoblit 
 

 
Remembering Jay Williams   

5/28/2015  
As broadcasted earlier, Jay Williams passed away on May 18 after a valiant and stunning bout 
with very aggressive cancer. As you know, Jay was a world class athlete – a 4 time All 
American in Swimming who still holds Academy and NCAA records. Jay’s bride, Chris, and 
son, Bill, and other members of his family will receive friends at Vincent Funeral Home, 880 
Hopmeadow Street in Simsbury, CT on Friday, June 12th from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM, and 
Saturday, June 13th from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM. A memorial service will follow at 1:00 PM at 
St. Alban's Episcopal Church, 197 Bushy Hill Road in Simsbury. Burial will be private. In lieu 
of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Carole and Ray Neag Comprehensive 
Cancer Center, 10 Talcott Notch Road, Ste. 100, Farmington, CT 06032 or to the Friends of 
Army Swimming and Diving (mail to Army A Club, Army West Point Athletics, 639 Howard 
Road, West Point, NY 10996 and memo the check: In Memory of John Williams. While Jim 
Tanski forwarded a local obituary, we still need someone to step up and contact either Greg 
Camp or Gary Halstead to write Jay’s Memorial article. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Andy & Betty Shaffer Celebrate 45th Wedding Anniversary  
5/28/2015  
If you are having trouble accessing the Internet or 
you Facebook pages have frozen up, it may be 
because Betty Shaffer has just posted every 
photo ever taken on a Princess cruise. Shrewdly, 
Andy stepped away – a major reason for wedded 
bliss – after 45 years – their reason for calling 
Princess Cruise Ships their second home. It 
appears that the Shaffers took at least two 
separate cruised this time – one throughout the 
British Isles and one that went to the 
Azores.  The opted for the Azores after decades 
of hearing Betty’s Dad talk about his rough 
Army-Air Corps duty there – especially the time the Class VI boat was late – during WW II 

Photo: Betty & Andy Shaffer in Scottland by a water fall just before it started raining forever 
and the waterfall turned into scotch at 20 distilleries downstream 
 

 
Gordon Tillery Reports on May 2015 DC Area Class Lunch   

5/28/2015  
As usual, thanks to Gordon Tillery for 
forwarding a very complete AAR regarding the 
most recent DC Area Class lunch. The lunch was 
well attended, and everyone had so much fun and 
enjoyed the camaraderie that the lunch ran 
overtime – not a real problem for most of our 
classmate retirees.  “Friends of the Class” 
included Bill Barkovic (’71) – married to Bill 
Ericson’s widow, Clare, and Jess Gatlin’s Dad, 
Jesse Gatlin (’45) who was visiting enroute to his 
70th (!!!) reunion. John Keane discussed email 
traffic he saw concerning a national level 
commission to look at Army restructuring to 
accommodate potential cuts in Army 
resources.  Dave Ohle was familiar with it, and a 
related commission regarding distribution of 

army aviation missions/equipment across active Army and Army National Guard units.  Lee 
Outlaw summarized remarks from the DC Society of Grads luncheon by Army football Coach 
Jeff Monken and his mission to BEAT NAVY. Bill Gardepe related an informed opinion on 
sentiment about candidates for President in the 2016 national election. Bill may be able to get 
one of the best informed political persons in DC to speak at a class luncheon as November 2016 
gets closer. Dick Steiner reported he visited and stayed with Greg & Joanie Camp to tour the 
National Infantry Museum in Columbus, Georgia. Signalman Dick raved that the museum is 
indeed a treasure, extremely worthwhile if you ever get close to Georgia.  Dave Ohle mentioned 
he also visited Greg and the museum, remembering (as just one example) the Museum has “dirt” 
from every battlefield on which the Army has ever fought. One of our classmates had funded 20 
“paver” stones -- one for each of our 20 classmates killed in Vietnam – to be part of the replica 
of the DC Vietnam War Memorial at the Museum. Reasons of classmates not attending weren’t 
too shabby either: Bill Mulvey - scuba diving in Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean; Jim Greenburg – 
recent ruptured appendix in SF and hospitalized; now catching up with board mtgs in Dubai & 
India. Chuck Hawkins - just returned from Beijing to his Alaska family homestead (4 hour 



drive from Anchorage) awaiting classmates Joe Henry, Chuck Jones, and Mike Fellows for 
fishing (Chuck spends about 1/3rd of his time, each: in Far East, Alaska, and home on Kent 
Island, Maryland); Bruce Korda – lives in Naples, Florida  but wants to be kept on the DC list 
since his and daughter her family will be near Quantico for three years; Ralph Tuccillo – 
attending memorial service in Massachusetts; Norm O’Meara – at Cape Cod working for the 
National Academy of Sciences; Doug McKenna - conducting Gettysburg "staff ride" for 
Marine Corps Command & Staff College Class of 2015; Larry Jordan - out of the country; 
Tom McNaugher - graduation day at Georgetown University, where he teaches 

Photo: Bill Mulvey on and under Bonaire exercising his retirement plan and missing the DC 
Class lunch 
 

 
Jocko & Malena Merriam Contact Jim & Donna Lawton Enroute to Family 
Fun  

 

5/28/2015  
During a road trip from Florida to Rhode Island 
in early May, Jock & Malena Merriam 
managed a great visit and lunch with Jimbo & 
Donna Lawton just outside of Atlanta. Jock and 
Jim were roommates for 3 years, Ranger 
Buddies, and fellow Redlegs. They had not seen 
much of each other since they sent their Army 
uniforms to the consignment store, but – as usual 
– they picked up where they left off as if it were 
yesterday. 

Photo Left: Roomies, Ranger Buddies, and 
Redlegs Jock Merriam and Jim Lawton outside of Atlanta in May 

They made further plans to gather with other E-
2ers in DC for Howard & Suzanne Harper’s 
interment at Arlington. After that meeting, it was 
straight on to see kids and grandkids – first, a 
couple of nights with their daughter in Baltimore 
and then on to cover for their son and his bride to 
sneak off to Italy for business and pleasure for a 
week. Jock & Malena were on duty getting the 
two grandkids off to school each morning and 
then to after-school soccer, etc. daily. They gave 

thanks that they brought the remains of the Tullamore Dew that they had acquired an abiding 
taste for when vacationing with the class last September in Ireland. 

Photo Right: Jock & Melana Merriam with son, JJ, his bride, Barb, and their kids Anna and 
Jack in Newport 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



2015 Zoo Reunion  
5/28/2015  
Jim Swinney reported on the F-2 Zoo Mini 
Reunion held at Jim & Diana Jenning’s home in 
Cote de Caza, California at the end of April. 
Besides the host and hostess and Jim & Lucile 
Swinney, the attendees included:, Marv & 
Peggy Belasco, Stan & Donna Marie Burwell, 
Dwight & Donna Lee, Chuck & Jamie Mahan, 
Ed & Kay Mendoza, Frank & Connie Nader, 
Andy & Dee Silverthorne, and former classmate 
George F. Lowry (now wants to be called “Mick” but nobody could accept it, so they called 
him what they remembered him as) who is now an Assistant District Attorney with the County 
of Los Angeles.  Jim & Lucile arrived late after spending some time with Jim’s son and kids at 
Legoland. Chuck Mahan summed it all up by giving thanks to Jim and Diana for being 
tremendous hosts by providing great food, a wonderful visit to the mission at San Juan 
Capistrano and Laguna Beach, and taking everyone whale watching - and a special hats off to 
Diana for putting up with our hyperactive classmate for all these years. 

Photo Left: F2 Mini-reunion 2015: Stan Burwell, Ed Mendoza, Frank Nader, “Mick” Lowry, 
Dwight Lee, Chuck Mahan, Jim Jennings, and Marv Belasco 

Although most everyone admits to currently 
sowing their wild oats with prunes and all bran 
and admitting that it was a whole lot easier to get 
older, than to get wiser, the reunion revelry was 
tempered by the absence of Dave & Jeannie 
Clemm due to the loss of their son, Chris, who 

passed away the week prior to the gathering. Dave did manage to call during the reunion so they 
were definitely there in spirit. Others who were absent but checked in included Tom 
Beierschmitt who has stepped down from his WP Society Presidential duties and was playing 
golf in Palm Beach, Russ & Marjorie Fuhrman (who will host the 2016 F-2 mini-reunion), 
and Charlie & Dianne Beckwith (who has moved from the Newport News, Virginia area to 
Willbrook Plantation, South Carolina and will co-host the mini-reunion with Dwight & Donna 
Lee in the Pauleys Island, South Carolina area in 2017). 

Photo Right: F2 golfers Andy Silverthorn, Dwight Lee, Stan Burwell, and Jim Swinney 
 

 
Tony Ambrose and Dale Hansen Help to Preserve Military History   

5/28/2015  
During the spring of 2014, Tony Ambrose went to a 
couple of Parents’ Club activities, to meet soon-to-be 
members of the Class of 1018. During R-Day, he met the 
father of a New Cadet he had met earlier. Shortly 
thereafter, he received a letter from the New Cadet’s aunt, 
an attorney who was on the Board of Directors at the 
United States Army Heritage and Education Center) 
(USAHEC) at Carlisle, PA – nestled between the War 
College Golf Course and Interstate 81. She thanked Tony 
for his work to make her niece’s and parents’ transition 



easier and invited him to have the VIP tour – which he took her up on. 

Photo Left: Tony Ambrose and Dale Hansen at USAHEC last April 

Tony knew of Dale Hansen’s work in seeking 
out next of kin of classmates who have passed 
before us and for whom we had not gotten around 
to preparing fitting Memorial Articles, and 
setting records straight regarding classmates who 
have earned Purple Hearts. He also knew that 
Dale had attended a reunion of the 490th Bomb 
Squadron (The Burma Bridge Busters) who flew 
B-25 Mitchell bombers in the China-Burma-India 
Theater during WWII. Dale’s half-brother, a B-
25 pilot for that unit, was KIA in late May 1945. 
As he is a good 2+ decades younger than the few 

survivors, Dale offered his services and has taken on this responsibility, a vocation (as he does 
everything), as the de facto historian and archivist for the unit. Once Tony heard that Dale was 
acquiring records and memorabilia from the 490th, he introduced Dale to a ’74 grad who was 
Executive Director of the USAHEC. When the Executive Director offered Dale the “best deal” 
to store and archive records and paraphernalia, Dale & Joyce brought it all down and stayed 
with Tony & Linda. On the day it was all delivered, the Executive Director gave the Ambroses 
and Hansens the royal VIP treatment, including a thorough briefing on the USAHEC, a behind-
the-scenes tour of the archiving and storage areas, got to spend some time in the museum section 
and walk the Army Heritage Trail. The day culminated with a screening of the film Last Days in 
Vietnam followed by a Q&A with a panel of Vietnam experts and historians.  For those of us 
who have not visited USAHEC, Tony g guarantees a pleasant surprise and fulfilling tour. 

Photo Right: Mike Perry (’74 and Executive Director and, Army Heritage Center Foundation), 
Greg Statler (Director of Collections Management) with Dale & Joyce Hansen at document 
drop-off 
 

 
’68 Represented in Golfing Grads Tournament in Alabama   

5/28/2015  
Hank Gregor sent along a photo of Bill 
Robinson, Chick James, and himself from the 
recent annual USMA Golfing Grads Tournament 
held at the Marriott property in Auburn-Opelika, 
Alabama. Hank admits to not being a golfer; 
however, as you can see, he wears the right 
clothes and can hold his breath long enough to 
have a picture taken with classmate golfers who 
are a little more experienced in the game. With a 
captain's choice format, Hank felt that he contributed to the team effort by hitting a couple of 
decent shots. There were about 150 participants, from '61 through the 80s – all a bunch of good 
folks – which means there were few snickers at play. Hank also reports that he plans to fly to 
San Antonio to meet up with AJ Madora and Rich Cliff so they can visit Mike Simonich at 
what used to be Brooke Army Medical Center. Mike had anticipated being back in Albania 
sometime in the early part of this year; however, he never got final clearance from the medics to 
leave San Antonio – and, in fact, has been put back on some level of treatment, with a "good" 
response. 



Photo: Bill Robinson, Chick James, and Hank Gregor after golf in Alabama 
 

 
Jim Kimball Records Class Participation at Tennessee Founders Day   

5/28/2015  
Jim Kimball forwarded a photo from the 2015 
Founders Day event held in Chattanooga. The 
picture captures neat things regarding how our 
class impacted the occasion – Larry Jordan 
represented AOG and was the guest speaker; 
while Jim didn’t say who was the oldest grad, he 
did mention that Jeston Morris (2002) was the 
youngest; and Yonna Jones, the mother of Brian 
Jones of our 50 Year Affiliation class was also in 

attendance. 

Photo: 2015 Founders Day in Chattanooga with Jeston Morris (’02), Yonna Jones, Jim Kimball 
and Larry Jordan 
 

 
Jon Dodson Celebrates With and Honors Platoon Mate   

5/28/2015  
Jon Dodson, forwarded a photo of himself with 
SGT (USA RET) John P. Baca, who was 
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor as a 
result of his heroism on a very bad night in 
Vietnam while Jon and John were members of 
3rd Platoon, Delta Company, 1st Bn, 12th 
Cavalry; 1st Cavalry Division. The photo was 
taken at the 2014 meeting of the annual 
Congressional Medal of Honor Society 
Convention held in Knoxville TN. 

Photo: John Baca with Jon Dodson in Knoxville 
 

 

 



1968 Class Notes   

  
Mike Kulikowski Discovers Facebook   
 

 

4/14/2015  
Just when he thought that he had discovered all the time-
wasting devices on the Internet, Mike Kulikowski recently 
popped onto the social media scene – all dressed up. Even 
at the last reunion, we wondered if he even had big boy 
long trou anymore – much less a coat and tie – but here he 
is in living color. As an exception to the old “give a man a 
fish” parable, if you show a man the Internet, he’ll 
inundate you with political rants, but if you show a man 
Facebook, he’ll swamp you with the rest of the Internet. 
Welcome, Mike. 

Photo: Mike Kulikowski all Dressed Up 

 

 

Sandy Cohn to Speak at Event with Colin Powell   
   

 

4/14/2015  
Gordon Tillery got out the word to DC area classmates that Sandy Cohn will speak (along 
with Colin Powell) in a 2-day program, at Vinson Hall Retirement Community (a non-profit 
Continuing Care Retirement Community supported by Navy Marine Coast Guard Residence 
Foundation in Northern Virginia). Sandy was asked to speak because he led both the 2nd 
Platoon and Recon Platoon of Bravo Company, 5/7, 1st Cav. Div. Both units are featured in a 
documentary about the invasion of Cambodia. However, Sandy was wounded a month and a 
half prior to the invasion, which is probably why he is still here to talk about it. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Winter Cruisers Greg Camp, Steve Winsor, and Dick Palke  
   

 

4/14/2015  
Greg Cramp dropped a note to report that he and 
Joanie were on a cruise with Steve & Kathy 
Winsor. Steve has recently been a permanent 
member of the sick ranks, but has been rallying. 
Cruises will do that as evidenced by the great 
portrait of Dick & Regina Palke that they had 
taken on one of their recent cruises. 

Photo: Retina & Dick Palke 

 

 

Another Professional Military Ethic (PME) Class Supported By Our Class   
   

 

4/14/2015  
If you missed it in its earlier 
broadcast, Dan Kaufman 
reported on the March 
meeting of the PME class for 
our 50 Year Affiliation Class 
of 2018 that addressed conflicting loyalties and allegiance. Highlights (pretty much, Dan’s full 
after action report) follow: Eighteen Chronologically Gifted Warriors of 68 and three members 
of the Class of 1969 who are shadowing our class in all 50 year Affiliation projects gathered 
around the bar in the Hotel Thayer on the evening of March 4 for a period of intense preparation 
prior to class the next day. Some casual observers might mistake this grueling experience to be 
just a bunch of guys sitting around the bar; little did they understand that they were forged in the 
crucible of Snuffy's nearly a half century ago. They then adjourned to a meager dinner of steak 
and wine. On the morning of the big day, as the first flakes of snow began to fall, they 
assembled on the top floor of Jefferson Library (after paying appropriate homage to the still-
stunning rotunda that our class made possible) for a briefing from what seemed to be a 12-year 
old kid dressed as an Army major on appropriate topics in which to engage the cadets during 
class. They then went to lunch in the Mess Hall, where apparently the food contract has been 
awarded to a firm from Yemen. Then it was on to class. As we all remember from our cadet 
days, first hour class after lunch was when we were at our intellectual peak. That said, every 
member of the class found the experience of interacting with the cadets to be rewarding; they 
are bright, engaged, and interested in learning how we dealt with conflicting loyalties in both 
our military and business careers. As our classmates reassembled in the library for the After 
Action Review, it was clear that Odin did not want them to leave. The snow was beginning to 
pile up, eventually adding a foot to the two feet that were still on the ground. Those with flights 
from New York City became refugees, marooned in the Hudson Valley for at least another day, 
and consigned to spend hours in the wretched conditions of the Hotel Thayer bar. The historical 
record of that evening became somewhat spotty, owing to their semi-permanent residence in the 
bar. Our next opportunity to participate in a class with 2018 will be Fall semester. We will be 



informed as soon as West Point determines the exact date and topic – and if our Alma Mater 
wants anything more to do with us. For this group, it was refreshing to see some new faces – all 
qualified to represent the class and speak on PME. 

Photo: March 2015 PME Participants: Lyle Pirnie, Rob Goff (69), Skip Greeby, Pat Toffler, 
Mike McGovern (69), Doug McKenna, Dave Ohle, KC Brown (69), Dan Kaufman, John Walsh, 
Mike Fay, George Shoener, Gary Halstead, Steve Winsor, Jim Thome, Tony Ambrose, Ray 
Puffer, Pres Miller, Frank Lynch, Tom Jewell, and Dale Hansen 
 

 

Paul Joseph Combines Track and 50 Year Affiliation   
   

 

4/14/2015  
In late March, the Richmond Chapter of 
the West Point Society sponsored a 
dinner for the Army Track Team that 
was competing at the University of 
Richmond. Paul & Claire Joseph not 
only attended but gathered up all 
members of the Class of 2018 for a 50 

Year Affiliation photo. Paul reports that our Affiliation Class is a good group that knows how to 
have fun. 

Photo: Paul Joseph with Class of 2018 track participants 
 

 

Dickie & Sandy Bowers Co-Host National Kidney Fund Gala with Dionne 
Warwick in Atlanta  

 

 
 

4/14/2015  
Fred & Sallie Shahid reported that they, along 
with Keith & Jennifer Harrelson, and Barry 
Conway were guests of Dickie & Sandy Bowers 
at the National Kidney Fund Gala in Atlanta in 
late March. Dickie & Sandy were the co-hosts 
along with Dionne Warwick. The event was held 

in 
the 

building that Dickie’s Company owns and raised 
over $150,000 for the National Kidney Fund. Sandy 
mentioned that Dickie will be inducted into Georgia 
Tennis Hall of Fame in July. The Shahids reflected 
that it is obvious that for Dickie there is “No Task 
Too Great”. 

Photos: Sandy & Dickie Bowers and Dionne Warwick with Dickie 
 



 

Finally – A Trickle of Founders Day News   
  

 

4/14/2015  
We held off on Notes for the normal glut of news 
and photos from Founders Day celebrations from 
all over. It must have been a colder winter than I 
thought. To help out, Dick & Kathy Shipley 
went to two in Texas – in Houston with Bob & 
Carol Shimp, and San Antonio with Dennis 
Rosenberry.  Dick reported that he liked the 
Houston event more because he gained 30 

pounds prior to having a photo taken in San 
Antonio. I had to dig into social media to get a 
photo of Pat Jonas with a member of our 50 
Year Affiliation Class of 2018 at the Founders 
Day Banquet for SW Ohio. 

Photos: Dick & Kathy Shipley, Dennis 
Rosenberry, and Pat Jonas at Founders Days 

 

 

Not So Fast on the 2014 Close-out – Robersons and Hostlers   
4/14/2015  
Cookie Roberson sent some photos and news 
about winter in Hawaii – while the rest of us were 
hunkered down in cooler climes. Gary & Cookie 
were on Oahu visiting their daughter and son-in-
law and their growing family.  This is the first 
photo we have of Gary (826 ½ months) with Ryo 
(3 ½ months). The Robersons met up with Dutch 
& Megan Hostler a couple of times, but 
Cookie’s favorite time was at Bellows Beach (a 
beautiful private stretch of sand and surf owned 
by the Air Force that is far less populated than 

any of the tourist seaside romps) where the 
Robersons were exposing Renzo and Ryo to 
island magic and Dutch & Megan wished for 
their own growing family of grandkids – some of 
which they saw at Breckenridge during 
Christmas. Cookie’s favorite periods were 
watching Gary and Dutch spend an hour or so 
playing “stump the engineers” erecting a beach 
canopy that blew down and trying to dismantle 
Ryo's tent shelter. Maybe that’s why these two 
ex-Redlegs became lawyers… 

Photos: Gary Roberson with grandson Ryo and companymate Dutch Hostler 
 



 

Not So Fast on the 2014 Close-out – Hostlers, Hedleys. Rhodeses, Marcuccillis   
   

 

4/14/2015  
It appears that Dutch & Megan Hostler and John 
& Margie Hedley get to winter in Hawaii as a 
result of earlier wise decisions. The Hostlers’ 
oldest son was stationed there and they went in 
together to purchase a condo, which they kept. 
The Hedleys purchased time shares while they 
were living in Japan and craved an occasional 
visit to the US. Now, the Hostlers leave their 
Connecticut home and head for the Islands at the 
rumor of the first snowflake, and the Hedleys do 
about the same – only snowflakes are rarer at Lake Norman, North Carolina. Since Steve 

Marcuccilli has lived in Honolulu for decades, 
he just smiles at their gyrations in his own 
“Island Time” way – which he had adopted as a 
Cadet. Anyway, they all get together for brunch 
and war stories at favorite Waikiki haunts. After 
that, they go their ways – Dutch & Megan to golf 
matches; John & Margie to stock up for visitors 
and get “reblued” with soldiers; and Steve to take 
a nap. John was happy to spend a couple of days 

with the recon guys of the 1-14 Inf – his old Vietnam outfit. 

Photos: ‘John Hedley with Dutch Hostler, Ray Rhodes, and Steve Marcuccilli, and the current 
day ‘Fox Force’ 
 

 

Not So Fast on the 2014 Close-out – Hedleys. Rhodeses, et al   
   

 

4/14/2015  
The Hedleys spent three weeks in Hawaii with Ray & 
Mary Jane Rhodes – along with a slew of first timers 
who wanted to do touristy stuff (included a total of four 
weeks and four luaus). John & Ray made a trip to Pearl 
Harbor to go aboard the USS Arizona and USS Missouri 
– always a moving and emotional experience. John 
reported that it was a full four weeks with the best part 
having the opportunity to spend time with classmates 

 

 

 

 



 

Photos: Ray Rhodes with John Hedley on the 
Missouri and Mary Jane at a Luau 

 

 

Remembering Pat Coogler   
 

 

4/14/2015  
Art Coogler lost his bride, Pat, in March after a short and shocking cancer diagnosis in 
December. Pat’s family was especially devastated because her brother passed away just two 
days prior to Pat’s passing. As would be expected, classmates attending Pat’s funeral in 
Columbia, South Carolina included By Shields, Art’s Best Man for his and Pat’s wedding, with 
his bride, Marcia, from Apex, North Carolina, and Gordie Sayre, Art’s Ranger Buddy, with his 
bride, Alix, from the Orlando, Florida area. As expected, Art is trying to hold up, even with 
Gordie’s warnings that the Army may still be coming after him as a result of a misplaced M-60 
during the Florida phase. However, a call or a note is from a classmate is always suitable and 
useful – because YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT. 
 

 

WARNING – Chris Ohlinger is Loose – On So Many Levels   

 

1/28/2015  

Just as we were recovering from the holidays, I 
received an email from Chris Ohlinger who 
related that he “just happened” to find himself in 
the Phoenix area (the guess is that he was 
abducted by aliens and they kicked him out over 
Arizona) and he wanted to know how to contact 
Pres & Clem Miller and Chuck & Kate Vehlow. 
Not that I have anything against the Millers or the 
Vehlows, but I did furnish Chris with appropriate 
contact info… The Millers reported that they 
brought in reinforcements (Mark Hansen) to have 
a great evening with Chris –so many stories – and perhaps too many martinis. Chris responded 
that it wasn’t fair to say "too many martinis" when no one could remember how many there 
were. However, it may be an indication of maybe one or two too many when Mark and Chris 



talked about being roomies on the Mediterranean trip. As 
Chris moved on, he said that it was wonderful seeing Kate 
Vehlow. He further lamented that, unfortunately Chuck (his 
old squash captain) & Mark Hansen (Chris’ new favorite 
doctor) were there too. Chuck shared his new (47 year old 
restored Dodge Charger hardtop – almost like the one he 
drove away from West Point in 1968) toy. At least Chris 
lamented that the visit was too short. Considering Chuck was 
almost arrested for being Chris (a throw-back from the 
marchback) and Chris, Chuck, and Mark were all almost 
arrested for being loud and obnoxious (aka for being 
themselves), we’ll defer judgment until we hear from the 
Vehlows. 

 

 

Skip & Joan Greeby Report that the Med Cruise is Well Worth It   
   

 

1/28/2015  
After the class Ireland trip last fall, Skip & Joan Greeby 
stayed in Europe “on business” for a while and took the 
cruise that John & Margie Hedley have organized for next 
September – only in reverse and on our ship’s “sister.” Our 
cruise will begin in Barcelona and proceed to Toulon (for 
Provence), Florence/Pisa/Livor, (Civitavecchia) Rome, 
Naples, Mykonos, Istanbul, Kusadasi (for Ephesus), Athens, 
and finish up in Venice. The Greebys have cruised on both 
small and large ships, and this 12-day cruise (their fifth on 
Princess) was one of the best yet. They were impressed with 
service and passenger care, never saw or felt the crowds (to 
include embarking, debarking, barking at the moon, or shore 
excursions), and never felt ship movement. They advised that 
the ship was obligated to wait for sanctioned/sponsored 
excursions if they were late; however, we’d be on our own if 
we hired a personal tour once ashore… Bottom line: It was 
terrific! So far, the following classmates and friends have signed up: Charlie & Jane Adkins, 
Bill & Clare Barkovic, Charlie & Dianne Beckwith, Jim & Linda Craig, Lorraine 
DesJardien, Mike & Becky Fellows, DavenBarbara Gerard, Bill Grogan, Dale & Joyce 
Hansen, Ken Hauck, John & Margie Hedley, Joe & Carla Henry, Jerry & Susan 
Holderness, Dutch & Megan Hostler, Fred & Mary Johnson, Don & Stephanie Jones, 
Charlie & Janet Lieb, Jocko & Malena Merriam, Jack & Bobbi Munson, Dave & Susan 
Ohle, Ray & Mary Jane Rhodes, Henry & Karen Riser, Fred & Sally Shahid, Dick & 
Kathy Shipley, Larry & Cheryl Stevenson, and Jim & Lucile Swinney. 

Photo: Joan & Skip cruising and visiting ABC -- another beautiful cathedral 
 

 

 
  



John Cruden’s Christmas Present  
   

 

1/28/2015  
At long last, on December 16, the Senate 
confirmed, and the Attorney General announced 
the appointment of John Cruden as the Assistant 
Attorney General of the Environment and Natural 
Resources Division. As you may know, since 
John is well known and admired on Capitol Hill, 
the months it took for confirmation can only be 
chalked up to the Senate’s definition of “utmost 
speed.” Such an appointment justified John & 
Sharon picking up stakes at their long time 

Annandale address and moving to the banks of the Potomac in Old Town Alexandria where they 
can continue time together with their kids and grandkids. 

Photo: John & Sharon Cruden with daughters Kristen Elise Mason and Heather Ashley 
Campbell and husbands Travis Mason and Scott Campbell, and grandkids Ryan William 
Mason, Lauren Alynn Campbell 
 

 

Bob Echols’ Christmas Present   
   

 

1/28/2015  
Bob Echols was happy and relieved to have son, Rob, home 
from Afghanistan prior to the Christmas Holidays. I know 
that there was at least one other classmate son to step out of 
harm’s way for a while and would love to report it. 

Photo: Jo & Bob Echols with Rob and family celebrate 
homecoming 

 

 

Mike & Samar Fay on the Move   
   

 

1/28/2015  
Figuring that he can’t get up on a tractor and plow out the driveway forever, after 22 years in 
Montana, Mike & Samar Fay decided to move closer to family which is beginning to 
concentrate in Mike’s home state of Colorado. They left their ranch on the Milk River for a little 
Victorian rectory next door to Ascension Episcopal Church in Salida on the Arkansas River, 
where Mike is the priest. As is the Episcopal way, Mike’s new position was the result of having 
a beer with the bishop of Colorado at the 2012 General Convention. 
 



Holiday Family Shots   
   

 

1/28/2015  
As our class ranks thin, family seems to take up 
the slack. The best two photos we received 
during the holidays were from Peter Wallace 
and “his Barbara” (seems like a popular name 
for our generation) with their ever aging clan. 

Photo Left: Peter & Barbara with Quentin(7), 
William(9), Max(7), Alexandra(10), and 
Mathew(4) 

No holiday would be complete without a 
photo of the Elwood & Mary-Lou Cobey 
and their brood. From the looks of this 
group, it appears that they are all happy to 
be outside – probably because no place 
inside can comfortably hold them – a good 
thing. 

Photo Right: The 2014 Cobey clan: Elwood 
& Mary-Lou with Natalie Granade, Anna Turmail, Mary Granade, Will and Chris Cobey, 
Margaret and Sally Grenade, Lily Turmail, Kate Cobey, George and Eve-Lyn Turmail, 
Margaret Sonduck, Whitney and Alex Cobey, Dawson Granade, rian Turmail, and Matthew 
Sonduck 
 

 

Bob Alexander and Rick Wright Still Serving   
   

 

1/28/2015  
H2 company mates Bob Alexander and Rick Wright are still actively serving our country for 
the same reason – because they enjoy it. As reported in October, Bob is a Senior Operations 
Research Analyst fot the Army at Fort Eustis but has had extended travel to Korea, Arizona, 
Kansas and Missouri. Rick continues to work at the Institute for Defense Analyses. Due to torn 
rotator cuff surgery and rehab, he did not travel on business last year. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Official Professional Military Ethic (PME) Class Follow-up  
   

 

1/28/2015  
As a follow-up to the Chinese Fire Drill known as 
The Simon Center for the Professional Military 
Ethic class that our class responded to last month 
for our 50 Year Affiliation class, Dan Kaufman 
sent out summary and invitation through Megan 
Hostler. The summary included a photo of the ‘68 
Gang of Ten who inspired the USMA Class of 
2018 in during the class, an after action report 
prepared by Gary Halstead, and an invitation for 
other classmates to participate. Our next 
opportunity for engagement in the PME program 
will be on March 5, 2015, when the subject will be 
“Conflicting Loyalties.” According to the course 
director, the class “is intended to get the Plebes to 
explore their own loyalties and the relationship of 
those loyalties to the Army, to their peers, to their 

future subordinates (as Cadet leaders and to a more distant extent as Officers), and to their 
seniors. Cadets attend these sessions by class year and company, so the Plebes from A-1 
constitute a class, as do the Plebes from B-1, and so on. Each class has a faculty member and 
perhaps even a First Classman assigned to it, so we are not responsible for developing the lesson 
plan. The goal is to not dazzle our affiliation class with our story telling prowess, but to facilitate 
discussion. After you cover the material that Dan sent along through Megan, and if you would 
like to volunteer to participate in the March 5, 2015 class, and even participate with a particular 
company, send Dan an email. 

Photo: First PME classmate participants: Dave Ohle, Robbie Robinson, Doug McKenna and 
Tom Jewell, Gary Halstead, Pat Toffler, Dale Hansen, Jim Walsh, Jim Furr, and Jim 
Bodenhamer 
 

 

Another PME Class Perspective   
   

 

1/28/2015  
On their way up to the Army-Navy Game, Fred 
& Sally Shahid stopped off in Mooresville, 
North Carolina to visit John & Margie Hedley 
and tour Richard’s Coffee Shop (The most 
patriotic coffee shop in America, and John’s 
major retirement sideline). During lunch, Fred 
told us that their grandson (a member of the class 
of 2018) called him immediately after the class to 
express how awed he was over the John Hedley 
memoir that was used as a class teaching point. 

Photo: Fred & Sally Shahid with John & Margie Hedley at Richard’s Coffee Shop 
 

 

  



A Great Time After the Army-Navy Game  
1/28/2015 

    
 

 
If there is anything good about the Army-Navy Game these days, it’s the motivation to be with 
classmates. Bill Marriott underscored that thought by reporting that he and Patty (aka the 
photographer) commiserated with Jack & Bobbi Munson, Bub & Angela Younts, Chuck & 
Phyllis Giasson, and Bob & Eileen Stroud at the Strouds’ beach house in Bethany Beach, 
Delaware. As good times shared with friends spreads joy, so does sharing sorrow ease the pain. 
Judging from their holiday card photo, the recent annual drubbing must have affected the 
Munsons especially hard. 
 

 

Terry & Kris Wong Share Adventures in Hawaii   
 
1/28/2015  

Since Terry Wong’s mother passed away last 
July (at age 96), Terry and his bride, Kris, 
decided to take a break from improving US 
diplomatic platforms in China and Russia (Terry 
flunked retirement) and spend Christmas and 
New Year back in Terry’s home town of Hilo, 
Hawaii. While there, hey worked on fixing up his 
mother's house for their second home. They took 
some time away from their work to view the 

future expanding real estate of the Big Island – 
and source of “vog” (air pollution created when 
sulfur dioxide and other gases and particles 
emitted by an erupting volcano react with 
oxygen and moisture in the presence of 
sunlight) at the recent lava flow near the town 
of Pahoa – about 20 miles from Hilo. To 
celebrate their 31st wedding anniversary, they 
drove across the island to spend a few days at 
the Marriott Waikaloa Resort and attended the 
Hawaiian Luau and Polynesian Show. 
 



Update on Dale Hansen’s Drive to Get Classmate Purple Heart Recipients 
Enrolled in Purple Heart Roll of Honor   

 
1/28/2015  
To date, Dale Hansen has submitted adequate documentation to get 14 of our fallen RVN 20 
listed on the Purple Heart Roll of Honor (www.thepurpleheart.com). He needs help on enrolling 
Dave Alexander, Ken Cummings, Denny Johnson, Bill Reichert, Henry Spengler, and 
Doug Wheless as findagrave.com does not show a gravestone with PH inscribed thereon. He is 
hoping that those who are still in contact (or can take the time to get in contact) with their NOK 
will reach out to them to seek either Purple Heart orders, a photo of a gravestone with PH 
inscribed thereon, a photo of the Purple Heart with our classmate’s name inscribed on back, or 
some other clearly official documentation to support the award of the Purple Heart. Once 
adequate documentation is available, Dale says that the enrollment process is so easy online 
that, if you just get the documentation to him, he will handle the rest. 
 

 

Dan Limbaugh Still Making Us Proud   
   

 

1/28/2015  
We came across a photo of Dan Limbaugh 
demonstrating his continued pole vaulting 
prowess as he cleared the bar at the Missouri 
State Senior Games last June. For most of us, it 
would be easier to make trees grow sideways, 
turn the picture 90o and clear the bar by asking 
someone to pull our finger. 

 

Don Jones – A Man of Few Words   
 

  
 

1/28/2015  
In response to our blurb on Dale Hansen’s good work to 
get all classmates who fell in battle enrolled in the Purple 
Heart Roll of Honor, Don Jones shot me a cyber-burst 
informing me that he was not only a Purple Heart recipient 
but also on the Roll. To prove that his wounds are mostly 
healed, he included a photo of him training to be a 
government laborer in New Mexico last summer working 
on the Continental Divide Hiking Trail. 

Photo: Don Jones practicing his shovel balancing skills in 
New Mexico 

 

 

  



B4 Classmates Also Enjoy the Southwest  
   

 

1/28/2015  
Jay Johnson sent along a photo of some B4 
classmates and partners who got together in 
Phoenix last year. This photo was taken on an 
Apache Trail outing and includes Jay Johnson & 
Marian Westerberg, Rick & Patti Goodell, 
Ralph & Linda D’Alessandro, and Cathy & 
Pete Swan. Chuck & Katie Vehlow joined the 
gang later for dinner at Pete’s & Cathy’s home in 
Paradise Valley, AZ. 

 

Remembering Chuck (Carrie) Besanceney   
   

 

1/28/2015  
Sadly, Chuck Besanceney’s passing not only came as a surprise but a late surprise. Somehow, 
AOG found out first and reported his Chuck’s death in early December although he died in June. 
Although he lived in the Buffalo area (not exactly a mecca for classmate settling) and he 
dropped out of class activities, he seemed to want to be up front with the class (if anyone cared 
to read his entries in the last two reunion bio books that Frank Lynch so devotedly prepared). 
We need to learn from our error of letting classmates just slip away. We can start by getting 
organized to step forward to prepare his Memorial Article. 
 

 

Remembering Howie Harper   
   

 

1/28/2015  
Howie Harper was another blind side sad surprise. Although he had moved back to the 
Washington, DC area, no one – not a company mate, regiment mate or class mate knew he was 
there – or what he was going through. The last time any classmate had seen Howie was just after 
graduation at his wedding – a guaranteed good time. Late in his army career, he was quite a 
celebrity in the operational test and evaluation community. He was one of the many who was 
evacuated from Iran – but he had to leave his diploma behind. Lyle Pirnie reached out to 
Howie’s oldest son who lives in Florida. The son related that Howie died of a heart attack and 
was cremated, and his memorial service will be held at Arlington sometime in March. The son 
also said that Howie's bride passed away last April and Howie never completely recovered from 
her passing. We have the ability to right Howie’s slipping away from us by attending his 
interment at Arlington and piecing together his wonderful life in a Memorial Article. 
 

 

Remembering George Williams   
   

 

1/28/2015  
Thankfully, we learned of George Williams’ passing though classmate Rick Rhoades, who had 
stayed in contact with George’s first wife. The announcement of his passing really affected 
John (Tony) Dodson, who wrote, “George was one of the few cool heads during Ranger school 
when I was the perpetual compass man during Ranger 3 in '68. He was Mike Peters Ranger 
buddy, and Mike was the other one who did not freak out every time they made him a PL or 
APL and I had to deal with them.... George was always cool, intelligent, reasonable…..” Tim 



Fisher recalled, “As Civil Affairs Officer (S5) for 1/1 Cavalry and new to “country” my boss 
had me spend a day in the field with each of the Armored Cavalry Troops from time to time. 
One day in June 1970, I spent a day with George on his track in the field. It was an M113 
ACAV. There was a driver, a track commander who manned the 50 and supervised the driver, 
the senior medic for the Troop, the LT forward observer who also served as navigator/map 
reader, George as Troop Commander, and me the extra guy. June was still the dry season, so it 
was hotter than blazes. I watched as George interacted with his platoon leaders over the radio, 
higher headquarters, the troops, and the guys on the track. At this point, he must have been in 
the field 11 or more months. They had just ended a very tough operation where hundreds of 
RPGs had been fired at them. George tended to business, but found time to make me feel 
welcome and told me some of his stories. He ran the show, had the confidence of his men, and 
there was constant friendly banter.” His son, Andy, a USMC LTC, delivered a stirring eulogy at 
his memorial service in mid-January in Asheville and I will try to get it as a basis for a 
Memorial Article – along with his bound collection of remembrances from Vietnam. This was a 
tough one because he was not emotionally able to re-connect with the class. 
 

 

Scribe’s Parting Shots   
   

 

1/28/2015  
Despite some incredible and joyous gathering and events, 2014 ended with more sadness than 
your Scribe would care to concede. It brought to light once again that we are letting classmates 
slip away into the shadows before they need to. Mike Havey once shared that no one truly dies 
who lives in others' memories. For over 50 years, we have been making and sharing memories 
with each other, our families, colleagues, and friends. But, only we have a handle on the sum of 
our parts. We are reaching an age when we are discovering that it was a whole lot easier to get 
older, than to get wiser. Part of that wisdom has to be that we lose a lot if we don’t share 
memories and stories because YOU’RE ALL WE’VE GOT. 
 

 

 



1968 Class Notes   
  
Brian Utermahlen’s Latest Book Available Just In Time for Christmas   
   

 

12/4/2014  
While web surfing, we discovered that Brian 
Uterhahlen’s final book, COUNTRY, of the 
trilogy Pass in Review, is finished and out on 
Amazon now (Amazon.com search: utermahlen 
pass in review). The book is dedicated to guys he 
served with in Vietnam and especially to his West 
Point '68 classmates who didn't make it back. The 
first two books in the series (DUTY and HONOR) 
won awards from the Military Writers Society of 
America in "Historical Fiction." Dick Steiner was 
one of our classmates who proofread COUNTRY, 
and said that, while all three are great, COUNTRY 
is the best.  

Photo Right: “True Infantryman Brian 
Utermahlen” 

The story of COUNTRY is told through the eyes of 
two brothers - one a helicopter pilot, the other an 
infantry soldier - and a gutsy, dedicated nurse. These 
three and their friends bring to life the real story of 
Vietnam that the news media, protestors, politicians 
and the public never saw or understood. The main 
character is a fictional classmate of ours and some 
interesting true information about our class is 
included in the book. The only photo I could find of 
Brian was taken just before Thanksgiving after he 
shot his first turkey and scared everyone in the local 
Safeway where he shot it. 

Photo Left: “COUNTRY” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hedley to the Rescue   
   

 

12/4/2014  
Just when you thought you didn’t have to worry 
about military Chinese Fire Drills of yore and 
might even start to believe that the new Army is 
showing signs of efficiency, leave it to our Alma 
Mater to slap us back into reality. Less than a 
month ago, The Simon Center for the 
Professional Military Ethic at West Point came 
up with the rightfully great idea to have an 
illustration from our class to illustrate how a 
leader provides the unit’s moral compass. The 
only hitch was that we had three days to provide an appropriate story so the Center could 
prepare instructional materials for the target audience – our 50 year affiliation class – to deal 
with it next week.  Obviously, there was no time to canvass the class and vote.  Fortunately, we 
have two books of classmate remembrances (Both Sides of the Wall) – with a third in production 
– for a thrown together ad hoc committee (primarily Dutch Hostler and Gary Halstead) to pick 
something from. Within 48 hours of the request three examples were picked (two from John 
Hedley’s draft memoirs and one from Craig Carson) and forwarded to the Center. At the end 
of the day, the Center responded that one of John’s was right on the mark.  John’s submission 
will be a great start to help familiarize the plebes with our class... 

Photo: “John Hedley on Veterans’ Day in Mooresville, NC” 
 

 

Distinguished Graduate Award – Another Way for our 50 Year Affiliation Class to Know 
Us   

   
 

12/4/2014  
As has been announced earlier, your Class Committee has been working on nominating 
classmates for the USMA Distinguished Graduate Award. Our first nominee was Dan Kaufman 
with John Calabro and Dutch Hostler preparing John’s nomination package. Since our last 
reunion, Tony Ambrose volunteered to head up the nomination and preparation committee for 
future nominees. Through the labors of Chuck Vehlow and help from Charlie Beckwith, we 
have a second nominee with the goal of having recipients at least during each of the years that 
our Affiliation Class of 2018 are cadets. To that end, the class needs to come together to 
nominate and support nominee package preparation for our classmates. While Tony and the 
Class Committee could come up with some nominees, only you know the real strengths and 
reasons a classmate deserves nomination and recognition. For privacy reasons, I’ll provide you 
with Tony’s contact info. 
 

 

 

 



 

More Authors Needed   
   

 

12/4/2014  
As co-editors of our latest Both Sides of the Wall 
endeavor, Andy Shaffer, Craig Carson, and 
John Hedley are considering including in Vol III 
a listing of all the class authors who have 
published something (books mainly) – and the 
title of what has been published – so far. While I 
can come up with about a dozen published 
authors within the class, I’ll bet there are more 
and I’d surely miss all publications. So, all 
authors please contact Andy  to let him know 
what you have published.  For privacy reasons, 
I’ll provide you with Andy’s contact info. 

Photo: “Andy & Betty Shaffer testing an early 
personnel and equipment carrier in Spain” 

 

 

Purple Heart Recipients – Dale Hansen Needs More Info   
   

 

12/4/2014  
Seriously guys, not helping to contribute to lists causes incompleteness and embarrassment. For 
those of you who have gotten in the crosshairs of brides and kids who have scanned reunion Bio 
Books and Both Sides of the Wall Volumes, you know what I mean.  Gary Halstead scoured our 
Register of Graduates to determine Purple Heart recipients for inclusion in the first volume of 
Both Sides of the Wall. Since all grads must update their own entries in the Register, if you don’t 
report your awards, decorations, and activities, we misrepresent ourselves in documents like the 
Friends of Rocky Versace calendars, the sold out Both Sides of the Wall Vol I, the “fact sheets 
for our 50 Year Affiliation class, and the Poopschool class that fed into the Class of 2018, 
Currently, Dale Hansen is working to enroll all classmates who were killed as a result of 
combat action in Vietnam into the Purple Heart Hall of Honor (see www.thepurpleheart.com) 
because they can’t do it on their own. For those of you who received the Purple Heart Medal, 
you too need to enroll – and Dale is willing to help you. Some of you may feel that you don’t 
need to because your feel that your wound(s) may not have been “major.” The award is for 
wounds suffered in combat, has specific criteria, and you need to be counted. If Dale can chase 
down documentation for 19, surely you can do one. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Terry Wong Returns to Vietnam   
   

 

12/4/2014  
Terry Wong dropped a quick note to let us know 
that he was in Hanoi in early November on U.S. 
State Department work – trying to get a new site 
for our embassy in Hanoi – and that next year 
will be the 20th anniversary of U.S./Vietnam 
diplomatic relations. He sent a photo of himself 
in front of the Vietnamese Government Guest 
House, where the meetings with the Vietnamese 
government officials were held. 

Photo: “Terry Wong in Hanoi” 
 

 

Fred Hoblit’s Father Comes Home   
   

 

12/4/2014  

Fred Hoblit and 
his brother, Jerry (’58 and Air Force Cross recipient), lost their father in Nov 1952 as a result of 
a C-54 crash in Alaska. In 2012, the Joint POW/MIA (Prisoner of War/Missing in Action) 
Accounting Command visited the crash site (long since moved by glacial flow) and found 
remains and Fred’s dad’s dog tags. Fred’s bride, Nancy (aka She Who Must Be Obeyed – 
SWMBO), acted as the JPAC interface, coordinated DNA collection for validation of remains 
and a JPAC visit to the Hoblit family where Fred receive his Dad’s urn of remains. 



Photo Left: “COL Garner (USAF Official Escort Officer) presents Fred Hoblit with his Dad’s 
“found” plaque” 

Photo Right: “Heidi Noel [Hoblit] (Fred’s niece) Graham; Nancy (‘SWMBO’) & Fred Hoblit; 
and son, Noel, at Fred’s Dad’ remains reception” 
 

 

Ralph Tuccillo and Fred Hoblit Uphold 68 Golf Honor   
12/4/2014  

Ralph Tuccillo and Fred Hoblit represented our 
Class in the annual National Capital Region 
Commander's Golf Trophy held at Heritage Hunt 
Golf Club in Gainesville, Virginia last Halloween. 
The proceeds from the tournament go to the 
respective superintendents of our Alma Maters to 
support non-appropriated activities that broaden the 
service academy experience. Ralph and Fred won 
their match one up after 18 holes after being down 
three holes with eight to play. Unfortunately, the 
comeback was not good enough for the Army Team 

as a more practiced Air Force team won the overall competition by the slim ½ point margin. The 
good news is we did beat Navy. Fred also won the prize for closest to the pin which closed out 
their competition on the 18th hole with a birdie. 

Photo: “USMA 68 competitors Ralph Tuccillo and Fred Hoblit with USAFA grads East (76) 
and Daly (69)” 
 

 

Remembering Ed Cutting   
   

 

12/4/2014  



In addition to receiving wonderfully thoughtful calls, cards, and emails from many of Ed 
Cutting's classmates and teammates, Ralph Tuccillo further reported that he and Sandy joined 
Alvie Kimball, and fellow hockey team members Terry Kennedy, Pat O’Keeffe, and Mike 
Palone at Ed's Graveside Service and Celebration of Life in Winchester, Massachusetts. The sad 
but joyful event was orchestrated by Ed's significant other and partner, Shelley Bakst, and his 
two sons, Brad and John. Our classmates all got a chance to share fond remembrances of Ed 
with his family and the family appreciated all of the stories. Shelley wrote to Dutch Hostler and 
me to let the class know how thankful she and Ed’s sons were for classmates to give up their day 
to be with them, provide insight into a time in Ed's life that was, by Ed's own accounts, 
significant, influential and meaningful. 

Their presence and stories made Ed's own 
descriptions about his experiences at the 
Academy, the many photos the family has of Ed 
at West Point, and the tour of West Point that Ed 
so proudly gave in 2008 come alive. If you did 
not already know, during our four years at West 
Point, Ed scored 56 goals, with 56 assist which made him one of the leading scorers during our 
tenure. After graduation, Ed served in combat units on three continents during his five years of 
active duty, went on to earn an MBA from Suffolk University in Boston, and had a successful 
career in construction engineering. It was obvious that he continued to evolve his life around 
hockey as both his sons talked with great admiration about their Dad coaching them in the sport 
he loved.  

Photo: “Al Kimball, Terry Kennedy, Patty O’Keefe, Mike Palone, and Ralph Tuccillo at Ed 
Cutting’s Celebration of Life gathering” 

Al Kimball went to Winchester High School with Ed, played on the football team with him, and 
shared some stories from those days. After hearing some of Al’s stories myself, if that didn’t 
send the family running from the room, I don’t know what will. Patty will take the lead with Al 
and Ralph in putting together Ed's Memorial Article. They need input from you about Ed during 
our cadet days and life after West Point. For privacy reasons, I’ll provide you with Pat’s contact 
info. 
 

 

Gordon Tillery Provides a DC Area Classmate November Lunch Recap   
   

 

12/4/2014  
Twenty-seven DC area classmates attended the November lunch – nobody forgot. Dave Ohle 
introduced Chuck Gatner, who told attendees of his two years in E-1, followed by NC State 
(swim team, ROTC), and then rejoining classmates in IOBC – and more. Jim Greenberg, 
another first timer, had also planned a group pre-lunch excursion to Teddy Roosevelt Island; 
however, the weather was brisk and only Jim, his bride Lisa, and Craig O’Connor went. Usual 
attendees couldn’t make it for very realistic reasons: Doug McKenna (off to Vegas with his 
oldest daughter who was running in the "Rock n Roll Half Marathon" on the Strip); Chuck 
Giasson (on vacation in Naples, FL.); Sandy Cohn (in NY for the birth of his and Cathy’s 



grandchild). Larry Jordan previously declared himself unavailable to attend due to AOG 
conference call, but then realized he was the Chairman of the AOG Board and changed the call 
so he could make the lunch. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classmates at the Army-Air Force Game   
   

 

12/4/2014  
Dutch Hostler reported that he and Megan saw Vic 
& Pat Hiatt at the Army-Air Force game at USMA 
in early November. They attended the game along 
with their son Michael and his family. Since Vic went 
Air Force and Michael is a USAFA grad, overall, the 
Hiatts had something to be happy about regardless of 
the outcome of the game. The Hiatt clan made a real 
holiday of the game by visiting most of the major 
attractions in NYC. Dutch also ran into Dave Martin 
(a regular at Army home games) with his 
daughter.  While the Hostlers were having dinner 
with the Hiatts in the Hotel Thayer dining room, 
Terry Wildrick and a group of family and friends 
came in and were seated next to them. 

Photo: “Pat & Vic Hiatt with granddaughters Mike 
and Kelly at the American Museum of Natural History in NYC” 
 

 

Vollrath and Rader Excel In Army Ten Miler   
   

 

12/4/2014  
As an adjunct to Gordie Tillery’s report on his encounter with Bruce Korda at the AUSA 
Convention, Jerry Hansen thought we’d be interested in knowing that we had two classmates 



shine on the Army Ten Miler on October 12th. Tom Vollrath averaged under a 9-min mile and 
Steve Rader finished with a 9:17 mile average! Not bad for 68 grads – especially since many of 
us are happy just to lasso our feet with a pair of socks each morning. 
 

 

“West Point Four” 2014 gathering Redux   
   

 

12/4/2014  
For those of you, like Jim Thome, who missed 
our 10/1 post (below), here it is with a better 
picture. The “West Point Four” mini-reunion 
takes place every year except for West Point 
Reunion years. The site rotates as each couple 
selects a location and coordinates all the activities 
for a long weekend. This year’s gathering was 
put together by Jim & Pat Thome and they – like 
many other classmates – chose Charleston, South Carloina and Savannah, Georgia. If you want 
to know where they went and what they did, check the 10/1/14 posting. 

Photo: “Jim & Pat Thome, Bob & Ann Sweeney, Jim & Kathy Kelley, and Mike & Janean Hart 
at Ft. Sumter” 
 

 

D3 Warriors Gather In Charleston for Fall Mini-Reunion   
   

 

12/4/2014  
The annual D3 mini-reunion was hosted by Rich 
& Julie Cliff in Charleston, South Carolina under 
what must have been clandestine circumstances 
because none of the usual Notes contributors 
provided the good grist of the event. We know 
that, as usual, it was well attended and no one 
wanted for good food and updates. Jim Madora 
recounted that, when he was part of the Staff and 
Faculty at West Point, he volunteered to help 
with OR duties for the football team.  

Photo Left: “Tony Mathews and Rich Cliff yuck it up at this year’s D3 mini reunion” 



 

To get the job, he was asked how he would make 
the Army Team more competitive, and he listed 
about a half dozen policy changes that he would 
support.  

Apparently, his recommendations were not 
popular because he did not get the job – however, 
they were all adopted this year by the current 
Supe. While many of the attendees complained of 
maladies that seem to be affecting most of us, 
there was enough energy to laugh and have a good time. 

Photo Right: “Hank (attended the D3 mini reunion) & Maggie Gregor on a fall visit to Lake 
Norman” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Simonich On The Mend   
   

 

12/4/2014  
If you had attended our 40th reunion – or 
remember any Notes from that event – you know 
that Mike Simonich started a new chapter in his 
life in Albania. Recently, he was diagnosed with 
leukemia, returned with his bride and daughter to 
break into Brooke Army Medical Center (aka, 
San Antonio Military Medical Center) for bone 
marrow transplant treatments. He then had been 
out of the hospital after a prolonged post-
transplant stay, and was expected to attend the 
D3 mini-reunion. When he didn’t show, the 

Warriors learned that he was readmitted – with no other word. Rather than a resurgence of 
leukemic issues, he is now dealing with a particular viral infection not uncommon to post 
transplant patients with a positive forecast.  To help with his recovery, Hank Gregor and Jim 
Madora trekked down to San Antonio to bring Mike firsthand news from the D3 family. Since 
Mike’s wife and daughter, Flu and Elira, were able to travel from Albania to be with him, Jim 
and Mike got to meet and visit with these delightful, bright and charming ladies in Mike’s life. 



Hank reported that the weekend with Jim, Mike and Mike’s family was as good as life could get 
– good friends, old and new, and the freedom of time and opportunity to pick up and visit a 
dearly loved friend who has had so much on his plate this past year, and then to see how he is 
getting the best of care from a world class hospital staff. Jim had the forethought to gather some 
gifts, in the name of all D-3 Warriors, for Mike (a hat), Flu (a WP pendant) and Elirar (a 
alphabet book linking each letter to some facet of US history or geography). Further, Jim made 
the mistake of noting he had been to San Antonio and Fort Sam Houston several times in his 
career, so Hank was comfortable to let him be the default pilot of the rental car and enjoyed 
spending a weekend being chauffeured about by a two star flag officer. When Mike and family 
are near to getting kicked out of the hospital, there is a move afoot to make the next D3 mini-
reunion either in San Antonio – or Albania – or both. 

Photo: “Hank Gregor and Jim Madora with Mike Simonich and daughter Elira” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Miller and Bill Thygerson Finally in One Place   
   

 

10/20/2014  
On a positive spin, a mini-A-2 reunion was held 
in late July at The Ledges Country Club in 
Huntsville, Alabama with 100% participation by 
A-2 classmates residing in Madison County. All 
participants are shown in the photo. Jack Miller 
was the oldest participant and Bill Thygerson was 
the youngest. The basic story is that Jack and Bill 
have shared adventures with the class in the last 
couple of years but had not realized that they live 
so close together until recently. In any case, good 
food was consumed, alcohol was also involved, 
and Jack and Bill decided that the next mini-

reunion would include their respective brides, Meg and Lucille. 

Photo: Company Mates Jack Miller and Bill Thygerson gather around Huntsville 
 

 

 



1968 Class Notes   

  
Bill McCrone Seconds Dale Hansen’s Views on VA   
9/7/2016  

After reading our last Notes post (8/9), Bill 
McCrone, felt prompted to write – not only to 
ensure that we don’t forget about grads on the Left 
Coast, but to back up Dale Hansen’s good words 
about the VA. Aging seems to have come at a bad 
time – plus it has not been a good health year for 
Bill. He spent three weeks in June at the Stanford 
ICU with what started out as a perforated colon 
and quickly became a serious case of pneumonia. 
He said that the ordeal was worse than his heart 
transplant in 2009. He was recovering at home and 
regained enough strength to tackle an Alaska 
cruise. He is thankful for being on the VA roles 
not only because of the excellent care he has 

received but for the fact that the VA has negotiated and picked up almost all of the medical bills 
(almost $3 million initially before the VA honed it down) for his transplant and his current 
ordeal. After seeing the before and after (“discounted”) bills, he still wonders where all the 
original charges went after the “discounts.” Is anyone else in the class a "million dollar man? 

Photo: Carol & Bill McCrone with their daughter, Trudy, at an "old Monterey" function earlier 
this year 
 

 
Dale Hansen Reports on Classmate Enrollment in Purple Heart Hall of Honor   

9/7/2016  
Speaking of Dale Hansen, as you know, he has been trying 
to track down classmates who were awarded the Purple 
Heart and get them enrolled in the National Purple Heart 
Hall of Honor (www.thepurpleheart.com). To date, only 52 
percent of those in our class who were awarded the Purple 
Heart (including all those who were KIA in Vietnam and 
eligible) are now enrolled. Dale is encouraging and helping 
anyone with enrollment not for themselves, but for their 
children, grandchildren, and those great-grandchildren not 
yet born as well as for helping to establish a record of the 
contributions of the our Class to our nation’s defense and 
freedom. 

Photo: Just to prove that Dale does more than class and 
West Point stuff, here is a photo of Dale and Joyce at the 
Sarasota Springs horse races where they met up with George 
& Andrea Shoener 
 

 

 
 
 

 



Dan Kaufman Provided an AAR Regarding Class of 2018 Affirmation Ceremony  
9/7/2016  

One of the many 
changes in tradition 
and operations from 
our day is the 
Affirmation 
Ceremony for the 
Cow class upon their 

return from summer adventures. The ceremony emphasizes the fact for the Cows that, by 
returning to, and continuing at West Point, an active duty obligation is incurred if the cadet does 
not complete any of the remaining time at the Academy. Using West Point as a junior college by 
resigning after Yearling year has become a bigger deal over the years, and the ceremony was 
devised to bring the Cow class together and remind its members that remaining a cadet and a 
grad is an even bigger deal. The following is Dan Kaufman’s after action report on our class’ 
participation: “Greetings from the Army of Northern Georgia….. the Affirmation ceremony for 
the Class of 2018 was held on Sunday, Aug 14. Fifteen chronologically gifted warriors (listed 
below) from the Class of 68 were present to participate in the program. Pictures of the attendees 
are attached, although somehow we did not get a picture with all of us in it. The link below has 
some other photos of the cadets receiving coins from the class. The events of the day went as 
follows. At 5:00 PM on Sunday evening the 68 Ninjas gathered in the bar at the Hotel Thayer 
for a period of intense preparation for the forthcoming ceremony. 

Photo Left: Most of our classmates in attendance at the Class of 2018 Affirmation Ceremony 

We did 
somehow 
manage to 
adjourn to the 
dining room to 
carbo load for 
the rigorous 
evening ahead. 
We found our 
way to Thayer 
Hall (which has not moved from where we left it) and joined the Supe, Com, Dean, Academic 
Board, Tacs, and the Class of 2018 in Robinson Auditorium, known in prior centuries as South 
Auditorium. The temperature at West Point that day reached 100 degrees, so naturally the air 
conditioning in Thayer Hall did not work, thereby rendering the personal hygiene efforts of all 
1200 attendees inoperable. After I delivered a short speech and the cadets reaffirmed their oath 
to the Army and the nation, we distributed the commemorative coins with a class shield on each 
side to every member of the Class of 2018. The cadets appreciated our support, and of course we 
enjoyed interacting with them. The cadets adjourned to their rooms to prepare for Lesson 1 the 
next morning, and we returned to the hotel for an extended round of rehydration. Classmates 
attending were Pres Miller, Bob Beahm, Dave Martin, Fred Shahid (whose grandson is in the 
class of 2018), Dale Hansen, Bob Clarke, John Hathaway, Tom Jewell, Ray Puffer, Tom 
Vollrath, Steve Frushour, Bob Lower, Mike Peters, Ed Lorentzen, Dutch Hostler, Pat 
Toffler, and Dan Kaufman. Click on this link for more (and better) photos of the event from 
the West Point flickr site: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/west_point/albums/72157669391984383 

Photo Right: Classmates with members of 2018 at their Affirmation Ceremony 
 



Pres Miller Reports on the Class of 2020 March Back   
9/7/2016  

Pres Miller reported that our small 
band of classmates who showed up 
for this year’s march back was an 
obviously good group and was 
blessed with very good 
weather.  Pres, Tony Ambrose, 
(photographer) Craig Carson, Dale 
Hansen, Dave Martin, Craig 
O’Connor, and first timer (other than 
our original) Terry Wildrick who 

tested his total knee replacement he had last December, and were joined by  Dutch Hostler 
(coming off of hip replacement surgery). In the formation gaggle of grads for the last two miles, 
our eight classmates made up the 4th rank - meaning that three ranks, plus the leader were older 
than us. We are slowly moving toward the front - lucky us.  The leader was Class of '48, and the 
next two were Class of '58.  Click onto the Class Notes Photo Album on the AOG website for 
more photos taken by Craig Carson of carb loading the evening before the march back through 
the staging at Doris Barth Hall, the hike, the pass in review and the lunch. 

Photo Left: Tony Ambrose, Terry Wildrick, Pres Miller, Dutch Hostler, Craig Carson, Dave 
Martin, Dale Hansen, and Craig O’Connor getting together at the ski lodge 

In the formation gaggle of grads 
for the last two miles, our eight 
classmates made up the 4th rank – 
meaning that three ranks, plus the 
leader were older than us. We are 
slowly moving toward the front – 
lucky us. The leader was Class of 
’48, and the next two were Class 
of ’58. Click onto the Class Notes 
Photo Album on the AOG website for more photos taken by Craig Carson of carb loading the 
evening before the march back through the staging at Doris Barth Hall, the hike, the pass in 
review and the lunch. 

Photo Right: Terry Wildrick, Craig & Joanna O’Connor, Craig & Susan Carson, Dutch 
Hostler, Tony & Linda Ambrose, Dave Martin, and Joyce & Dale Hansen at the March Back 
Lunch at Ike Hall 
 

 
Latest Classmate Books   

9/7/2016  
We have a couple of classmates who do more than aid and abet political tripe being passed 
around the Internet and grumble about it. Sandy Cohn has just published a new book through 
Lyons Press entitled World War 4 – NINE SCENARIOS [with 10 titles]: Post-NATO War; Great 
Russian War; Great China War; Chinese Civil War; Polar War; Blue Gold (Fresh Water) War; 
Lunar War; Nuclear Terrorist War; Commerce, Currency, and Cyber War. The book’s 
foreword is by LTG Harry E. Soyster, USA (Ret.), former Director, Defense Intelligence 
Agency and is endorsed by six generals (including Jim Madora) and an admiral. LTG Soyster 
says, “"We cannot predict the future, but we must anticipate it. This is what political and 
military leaders, ably supported by the expertise of war planners, regularly do…. And this is 



what Captain Douglas Cohn has masterfully accomplished with his multi-scenario analysis of 
potential threats and consequences.” It is available at book stores, Amazon, etc. 

Further, Jack Reed recently received, the proof of his latest book, The Unelected President, and 
approved it. It’s about a libertarian, non-politician accidentally becoming president of the United 
States while serving out a dead senator’s term. Since he is neither a Democrat nor a Republican, 
Congress easily overrides his vetoes. But when he scrutinizes the Constitution and other laws, 
he finds he can legally do a surprising number of things without Congress…. As he proceeds, 
almost everyone in the U.S. and around the world is alternately delighted and outraged by his 
various actions. In the case of The Unelected President, Jack has already flipped a switch 
allowing orders to be taken at www.johntreed.com. This book will come off the press and be 
shipped to customers in September, 2016. 
 

 
Remembering Rich Russell   

9/7/2016  
Jim Kimball shared an email chain initiated by Les Krohnfeldt, who, as one of Rich Russell’s 
main roommates, stepped up to honcho Rich’s Memorial Article only to find out that Jim had 
beat him to volunteering. By joining forces, they reached out to F3/H3 classmates and heard 
from Tay Yoshitani who maintains contact with Jim and Hugo Croft. Les is always in touch 
with Bill Easton (his Best Man) and Mike Fay, who live close to Les in Colorado. John 
Cruden (Rich’s Ranger Buddy) also checked in with some good words about basic course, 
Ranger school, and Vietnam encounters with Rich. After a couple of exchanges, they decided to 
meet at a central location (Colorado Springs) for a weekend and work on the project as a group. 
Less also reached out to Neil Lark, who he hadn’t connected with in a while and Neil offered to 
join them as well. So, a Memorial Article for Rich quickly turned into a mini-reunion, at which 
time those in attendance also planned to reach out to the whole F3/H3 brotherhood. 
 

 
Thomes Relocate   

9/6/2016  
After reading our last Notes posting, Jim Thome 
wrote to announce that he and Pat have moved 
from Orlando, FL to Knoxville, Tennessee. Jim 
said that there were many reasons for the move 
starting with the fact that son, James Jr ('93) and 
family, which includes their two grandchildren, 
live in Knoxville, the humidity is 50% less than 
Florida, and they love their new home. Stay tuned 
for the antics of the now “Gang of 4” (previously 
known as the “West Point 4”) – the Thomes plus, 
Jim & Kathy Kelley, Mike & Janean Hart, and 
Bob & Ann Sweeney – are headed to Portland, 

Oregon for their annual "business" meeting in September. 

Photo: The new Thome home in Knoxville 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



McKennas Continue in Portugal  
9/6/2016  
Brian McKenna reports that, as a carry on to the 8/9 
post, after two weeks of fine dining, fine wines and the 
excellent company of the Dallens, Brian’s sister and 
her husband, Brian & Karen said goodbye to the good 
life and decided they needed some way to lose all those 
extra calories. Their plan was to make a pilgrimage to 
Santiago de Compostela along the Camino Portuguese. 
Brian & Karen spent twelve days as “peregrinos” 
walking north through the beautiful countryside of 
Portugal and Spain. It was only 150 miles so nowhere 
near what some of our classmates have been doing (see 
those afflicted with the hiking bug in last posting) but 
still a healthy trek. They reached Santiago, picked up 
heir “compostelas”, put away their packs and went 
back to being normal people. They went to the 
pilgrim’s mass at the cathedral but they didn't use the 
“botafumiero” so that was a bummer. 

Photo: Brian & Karen McKenna at the end or their pilgrimage trek at the cathedral in Santiago 
de Compostela 
 

 
Millers Trade Alabama for Tuscan Sun   

9/6/2016  
Jack & Meg Miller not only wanted to see what 
was really "Under the Tuscan Sun," but also 
wanted to escape steamy Alabama in July. The 
plan was to rent a villa in Tuscany and use it as a 
base from which to take daily excursions. The 
plan was executed perfectly. They found out that 
there were numerous sunflower fields, lots of 
olive trees, vineyards galore – especially along 
the Chianti “Trail” – impressive walled cities, and 
plenty of fresh pasta in every ristorante, trattoria, 
or osteria along the way under the Tuscan sun. 

They also were pleased to be able to take their grandson to the American Cemetery south of 
Florence and let him see the beautiful memorial for the WWII 4300+ soldiers interred there as 
well as the 1400+ MIAs whose names are etched on tablets. After the initial few days of 
sightseeing, they discovered that Tuscany is just as hot – if not as steamy – as Alabama in July. 
Consequently, the part of the day most appreciated turned out to be Under the Tuscan sunSET as 
portrayed in the photo. Jack reports the next similar adventure will start in Venice. 

Photo: Meg & Jack Miller under the Tuscan Sunset 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



A Perk of Living In San Francisco – More Destination Wedding Spots  
8/10/2016  
Skip Greeby sent a photo taken at Tom & Stephanie 
Kurkjian’s daughter’s wedding held at the end of July in 
Calistoga (Napa Valley), California. While it’s a good indoor 
photo of the guys, I guess Jack Reed and Tom get a little 
indifferent to the splendor of the California coast – minus the 
forest fires. 

Photo: What Skip labeled as, “The law firm of Greeby, 
Kurkjian, and Reed -- handling all bogus work place accident 
claims! 

 

 
Liebs Celebrate the Marriage of Their Daughter   

8/10/2016  
 

Charlie & Janet Lieb announced their daughter’s 
wedding also held in California – but outside and away 
from fires. 

Photo: Janet & Charlie Lieb with daughter, Kristine, on 
her wedding day in California 

 

 
Classmates Hike (Unlike Notes Below)   

8/10/2016  
 
In following (earlier) Notes, you will see and 
read about lots of classmates hiking. Pres 
&Clemm Miller relate the only story of 
classmates hiking together. They rave about 
great hiking in the Arizona Mountains with 
John Westerlund, their tour guide – as well as 
a classmate, a former park ranger, an author, and 
many other things 

Photo: Pres & Clemm Miller with John 
Westerlund on the Arizona Trail near Bismark 
Lake 
 



Vehlows and Halsteads Meet in San Diego   
8/9/2016  

Chuck & Kate Vehlow chose to escape the 
high temps of the Phoenix area by spending 
time in Coronado, California again this 
summer. Chuck reports that it's a great spot 
with lots of things to do – with the only 
downside being that there are Navy folks 
everywhere. Gary & Patti Halstead came over 
from Castle Rock, Colorado to spend some 
time together. Besides sun and surf, the main 
attraction for the Vehlows to venture more west 

is that grandkids are nearby and they get the chance to spend lots of time together. They will 
return to Arizona in September – unless Chris Ohlinger also plans to revisit Arizona in 
September as part of his “Nuts Across America” pilgrimage. 

Photo: Gary & Patti Halstead and Kate & Chuck Vehlow at National Park at Cabrillo Point, 
Point Loma, CA looking back on the North Island Navy Base and San Diego 
 

 
Dallens and McKennas Tour Iberia   

8/9/2016  
John Dallen dropped a note and photo to 
relate that he and Frances began touring Iberia 
with Brian & Karen McKenna in July. They 
began with traveling up the Douro on a river 
cruise from Portugal to Spain. One of their 
stops was in Salamanca, Spain where the guys 
gave a few Flamenco tips to some local 
dancers. 

Photo Right: John Dallen and Brian McKenna teaching Flamenco by the numbers – just like we 
learned it in Cullum Hall 

After that, they were sent back down the river. At 
the end of the cruise, Brian & Karen started a 
105-mile walking pilgrimage from Porto, 
Portugal to Santiago de Compostela, Spain, while 
John & Frances, being somewhat more sane, 
rented a car to wander around Portugal for a 
couple of weeks. 

Photo Left: Brian & Karen McKenna and 
Frances & John Dallen on their last night 
together in Porto, Portugal 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



4th of July Celebration at the Hedleys  
8/9/2016  
John & Margie Hedley hosted their annual 
4th of July and A-1 mini-reunion on schedule. 
From the beginning, the gathering included 
Tommy & Bonnie Barnes, Craig & Susan 
Carson, and Ray & Mary Jane Rhodes and 
participation in a local Independence Day 
Parade. Over time, some A-1 members could 
not attend, so other classmates, like Zooite 
Jim Swinney, were inducted as honorary 
company mates, but the parade – and Mai Ties – were always the cornerstone. 

Photo Right: Ray Rhodes, John Hedley, and Tommy Barnes celebrating the USA 

This year, the Carsons and Swinneys couldn’t make 
it, so I got to ride along with John and Tommy in 
90+o heat in John’s Mercedes convertible to the 
tunes of the Hell Cats and the USMA Band blearing 
out of the super sound system some of our all-time 
favorites. Oh, yeah – nothing says USA more than a 
bunch of old gray hogs riding in a small town parade 
in a Mercedes convertible listening to marching 
music…. After the parade, we retired back to the 
Hedley lake-side manor for Carolina barbecue, 
spectacular Mai Tais, incredible fellowship, and 
world problem solutions (one of which is on Ray’s 
hat). 

Photo Left: John Hedley and Ray Rhodes showing of their chem lab skills at the mai tai lab 
 

 
Palkes Make 4th of July a Two-Fer   

8/9/2016  
Dick & Regina Palke celebrated the 4th of July, 
which happened to be their 25th wedding anniversary, 
by renewing their nuptial vows on the beach of Palm 
Harbor, Florida. It was a beautiful day – the bride 
wore white – as did Dick who tried to replicate 
Uniform India. 

Photo: Regina & Dick Palke celebrating 
Independence and Union on the 4th 

 

 

 
  



Ray Puffer and “Yogi” Bayer Meet in New York  
8/9/2016  

Ray Puffer reported that in late June, Jack 
(Yogi) Bayer passed by and spent the night at 
Ray’s & Robin’s home in Watervliet, New York. 
Yogi was on a month-long motorcycle tour of the 
Northeast, and the Labrador area of Canada. He 
was met in Burlington, Vermont by his son, who 
accompanied him into Canada. After graduation, 
Yogi went into the Air Force for five years, and 
then worked in the energy industry until his 
recent retirement. Although they had exchanged 
emails for a while, Ray and Yogi had not seen 
each other since Ray was in Grad School in Ft 

Collins, Colorado in 1973 when Yogi had just left the Air Force and was on a long bike tour. 

Photo: Ray Puffer and Yogi Bayer in NY – some times, some things don’t change 
 

 
Graduation Anniversary Celebration Notes   

8/9/2016  
On June 5, Walt Meinshausen posted: “Happy 48th Anniversary of our Graduation.” He is 
happy to report that he and Ann Marie are blessed with six children (plus 4 former Foster 
daughters), 25 Grandchildren, and 2 Great-Grandchildren! This one-man population explosion is 
also blessed with the good health and memory to count that high. Take a break, Walt – thanks 
for the note – and Fall Out. 

Not long after Glen Hewitt forwarded a SITREP stating that he and Michele are happily 
enjoying “rewirement” with fun things like auditing college classes, traveling, volunteering with 
the church, keeping fit, learning to play the violin, spending time with their daughter (and family 
and friends), generally exploring wherever curiosity takes them. 

George Ziots reports that he and Sunny live in their home in Lake Havasu City, AZ that they 
bought in 2006 as a winter home when they were traveling in the motor home. He gets out to 
exercise his 2nd Amendment rights with some friends a couple of times a week and does 
competitive shoots once a month (USPSA). Sunny is house bound. We have a care taker come 
in 5 days a week to give her baths and move her to the bed, etc. Since he and Sunny are both 
retired from Alaskan civil service, they both have state-provided long term health insurance. 
 

 
Terry Wong Reports Spring Travels   

8/9/2016  
Although he said that he retired from the State Department years 
ago, Terry Wong seems to pop up in some interesting Asian areas 
each year. Last April, he proved that he was in Vietnam by sending 
us a photo of himself in the Vietnamese countryside north of 
Hanoi on a weekend break during a “working visit” to Hanoi. 

Photo Right: Terry Wong in Vietnam on a working visit” in April 



He does return to the US on occasion, as evidenced by 
a photo of he and his bride, Kris, at Oak Alley 
Plantation – The Grand Dame of the Great River Road 
(the plantation, not Kris) – while they were on a 
Mississippi River cruise in May. Between working 
visits and tours, Terry and Kris call Virginia home. 

Photo Left: Terry & Kris Wong at Oak Ally Plantation 
during a Mississippi River Cruise in May 

 

 
Dennis Manske at Popular Class Go-To Place: Appalachian Trail   

8/9/2016  
After years, Dennis Manske broke silence to 
report that in mid-April he began his 
Appalachian Trail trek on Springer Mountain, 
Georgia. Two months later, he reported that he 
was at mile 634 in Pearisburg, Virginia and 
feeling wonderful. At the 700-mile mark, he 
took a break long enough to read our Notes 
and learn of the loss of so many classmates. I 
hope to keep you better informed. At mile 
727.5 in Daleville, Virginia – about 2.5 mi 
short of 1/3 the distance, he came off the trail 
to visit friends and join the Bike VA staff in preparing and executing Bike VA for his 21st year 
in a row. After, re-entering the trail, he celebrated the “half-gallon challenge” at Pine Grove 
Furnace State Park, west of York in Cumberland County, the approximate mid-point of the 
2,186-mile trek, where he polished off a half-gallon tub of ice cream – ah, tradition. 

Photo: Dennis Manske on McAfee Knob as part of the Appalachian Trail in June 
 

 
Bill Mulvey Hits the Trail   

8/9/2016  
In between diving off of Bonaire and re-outfitting at 
his and Suzie’s home in Griffin, Georgia, Bill 
Mulvey is also a hiker and also takes to the 
Appalachian Trail, if only to prepare for hikes at 
higher altitudes out west. Although he doesn’t share 
his log as much as Dennis Manske, he does post 
some neat photos of his adventures. 

Photo: Bill Mulvey with his trusty new Tilley 
starting the third day of a nine-day hike nine on the 
Appalachian Trail through the Smoky Mountains in 
June 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Don Jones also on the Trail  
8/9/2016  
Don Jones is another classmate to use portions of 
the Appalachian Trail as a break or jumping off 
point. He shared a photo of himself and a friend as 
they started a six-day, 47-mile hike, just north of 
Roanoke, Virginia. 

Photo: Don Jones and friend, Keith Bray, starting 
their six-day Appalachian Trail jaunt in July 

 

 
Classmates Use Other Hiking Trails as Operational Tests   

8/9/2016  
Not everyone uses the Appalachian as jumping off spots. 
After Dutch Hostler and Elwood Cobey underwent hip 
replacements, they took their new hardware out west for an 
operational test. Dutch accompanied Megan on a five-day 
journey along the Colorado Trail sponsored by Megan’s Nine 
Line Foundation as a fund raiser. After a week of battling 
elevation gains and losses, heat, blisters, cold, rain, and 
whatever individual mental struggles they had, they were 
greeted at the end of the trail with cheers, hugs, and cups of 
beer. This will be the year that Dutch earns his pewter flip-
flop by making the “short” portion (ski slope to central area) 
of the Plebe Marchback. Elwood ran his test at Mt Hood, 
Oregon. After visiting friends and other western sites, he 
returned to his beach house on the North Carolina Outer 
Banks to see how the hip worked in sand. Parts wear out. 
Fortunately for these guys, the ones they’ve worn out have 

off-the-shelf replacements available. 

Photo: Elwood Cobey at Mt Hood in July 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Good and Bad News for Andy Shaffer’s MS 150 Bike Ride  
8/9/2016  
Andy & Betty Shaffer have participated in the MS 150 
Cactus & Crude Bike Ride in West Texas for years. This 
year was the most successful year Andy and his team has 
had yet in fund raising for the fight against Multiple 
Sclerosis.  Unfortunately, Andy could not ride this year 
due to a cardio issue that was a little more serious and 
erratic than instead of his heart going lub-bub-lub-dub it 
went dub-lub-dub-lub. He went to the MS Cactus & 
Crude start, fully prepared to ride, but but his heart beat 
did not stabilize and he felt it unwise to engage in 
something as strenuous as a 75-mile bike ride in the 
West Texas heat at that time. Therefore, he sent a list of 
all the names of the people for whom he was riding 
along with his team mates and went along through a 
"virtual ride" by keeping track of the team via messages 
and texts. No doubt, Andy will ride again. 

Photo: Andy Shaffer with a team mate and an MS victim he rides for at the starting line of the 
MS Cactus & Crude ride 
 

 
Dale Hansen Praises Replacements and VA Hearing Program   

8/9/2016  
Speaking of off-the-shelf replacements, Dale Hansen 
recently got hearing aids from the VA. Yeah, I know – 
welcome to the club – such a report ranks up there with 
daily flossing. The reason it is significant is that he felt that 
it was far easier than getting ones through a civilian health 
plan (which he did while Joyce was working and had a 
Cadillac plan). He learned that all veterans, without a need 
for any disability rating, are entitled to top of the line 
hearing aids for free. That deal also includes free batteries, 
do it yourself changes on tips, and other supplies. While this 
is not new news (Robby Robinson has been raving about 
the VA hearing program for years), Once you get into the 
VA system (a local county VA rep can help), and you get an 
audiology appointment, be sure to bring your bride or 
significant other with you to the appointment because she 
will come in handy when you are asked what frequencies do 

you have problems hearing. 

Photo: Joyce & Dale Hansen celebrating Joyce’s retirement and their second or third childhood 
at Coney Island 
 

 
Sick Ranks – An Alternative to Notes   

8/9/2016  
As you may have noticed, as we have moved along to the higher levels (some achieving over 
level 70 now), I have been disinclined mentioning all the ailments we and our brides seem to be 
encountering along the way. At one of the DC classmate lunch gatherings, after listening to who 
has what and what they are taking for it, a classmate mused, “Is pains and pills all we have to 



talk about?” Many classmates want to keep their conditions private, so you may not see all 
classmate news posted in our Notes. However, Jim Furr has been providing an alternative for 
our classmates in need for a number of years. He leads a prayer group for about 100 classmates 
and spouses that prays daily for class member concerns that the group has been alerted to. Each 
person in the group agrees to pray once a month for a list of requests that is renewed monthly, 
and to pray immediately for urgent requests. If you wish to join this worth assemblage, contact 
Jim at jimfurr@earthlink.net. 
 

 
Remembering Classmates   

8/9/2016  
Gary Grant has volunteered to write the Memorial 
article for Bill Peplinski per his wife's request. 
Although Bill and Gary were company mates, Gary 
did not know Bill all that well – especially after 
graduation – he plans on gathering info from D-3 
company-mates and Bill's family. What he really 
needs is input from you – any anecdotes, meetings, 
or remembrances. 

Photo: Relaxed and happy Jay Williams on the 
Danube 

We are still lacking volunteers for those who have 
passed recently: Rich Russell (a Texan from F-3 
who spent four years in the Catholic Choir and 
German Club); Art Ackerman (a New Yorker from A-4 who spent four years in the Water Polo 
Club, was a feisty Infantryman and satellite strategist). Chris Williams sent me one of her 
favorite pictures of her late hubby, Jay Williams – taken in September 2014 on a Danube River 
cruise celebrating their 40th anniversary when he was relaxed and happy Jay with a natural 
smile. I’m sure that someone from the swim team or C-4 can step up and help Chris and us 
remember Jay. 
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Piedmont (NC) West Point Society Lures Classmates to Lunch   
6/7/2016  

The West Point Society Piedmont is a Partner in 
the 50 Year Commemoration of the Vietnam 
War. As part of its partnership, it sponsored a 
luncheon in early June that honored Vietnam 
veterans and their families. Since most 

classmates in the Raleigh-Durham-Greensboro –Charlotte-boondocks area did not make it to 
Founders Day, our class was well represented at this event. Mike Brennan took a quick break 
from his continuing pediatric oncology practice to set up his display of Vietnam War 
paraphernalia (everything from P-38 to NVA medical stuff, photo albums, an SKS and sniper 
rifle). He had someone else police all the stuff up as he left right after lunch for afternoon 
rounds. While Walt Curl retains his medical license, he no longer does orthopedics surgery and 
spends much of his time doing Habitat community stuff at his new home in Asheville. It was 
great to see Hank & Maggie Gregor – Hank is still marveling about breaking 118 with his hole 
in one (see below) and Maggie attended because of her professional and able staff. Dan Taylor 
still has a law shingle – as do his two sons -- but had the time to attend with one son to expose 
him to almost 500 patriotic vets and spouses that attended the luncheon. If it weren’t for 
gatherings like this, I’m not sure that I’d ever see John & Margie Hedley (who live 15 minutes 
by jet ski or 30 minutes by road from us down the lake) or Jack & Ruth Cochran (who live in 
the same county as us). The Hedleys stay busy with kids, visiting relatives, traveling, Margie’s 
booming real estate trade, and John’s emersion in veterans’ affairs, while Jack is still teaching at 
Lenoir–Rhyne University. 

Photo: NC Piedmont WPS sponsored Vietnam Vet Appreciation Luncheon: Jack Cochran, John 
Hedley, Michael January (friend of Mike & Bev Brennan), Hank Gregor, Mike Brennan, Dan 
Taylor, Walt Curl, and Orca 
 

 
Dick Steiner Celebrates Daughter’s Graduation from UVA   

6/7/2016  
Dick Steiner attended the graduation of his 
daughter, Lindy, from the University of Virginia 
in Charlottesville. Dick reports that Lindy is an 
English major and one of her electives was 
“Detective Fiction”. She told her professor how 
much her Dad enjoyed that genre of fiction and 
he told her to have Dick attend one of the classes. 
So Dick went back to college. Lindy had her Dad 
read the mystery novel for that particular class 
and he was prepared to participate in the 
discussion. There were only 16 in the class – not 
unlike our sections at West Point. But unlike our 
sections, Dick said he had fun in the class and the 
professor (of course) had him lead off the class with a magic effect. Speaking of magic, Dick 
also reports that the class of '71 has hired him to do a show at their 45th reunion in September. 
He is looking forward to seeing smackheads from D-2 and from his platoon in First Beast after 
so many years. 

Photo: Dick & Lindy Steiner after graduation ceremonies at UVA 
 
 



Russ & Marge Fuhrman Hosted Latest F-2 Mini-Reunion   
6/7/2016  

Jim Swinney reported that Russ & Marge 
Fuhrman hosted the annual F-2 Mini-Reunion 
from April 29th to May 3rd at their home in 
Haymarket, Virginia. Russ, now fully retired, 
opened up his wine cellar and several cases of 
Sam Adams’ finest brews. Many toasts to 
honorary Zoo-member, John Wing, were the 
order of each day. Marge kept everyone well fed 

and pointed in the right direction. Their dog, Lucky, greeted everyone at the door with a 
welcome bark. In addition to Russ & Marge and Jim & Lucile, others in attendance with were 
Charlie & Dianne Beckwith, Tom & Mary Beierschmitt, Marv & Peggy Belasco, John & 
Mary Buckley, Stan & Donna-Marie Burwell, Terry & Laura Holland, Jim & Diana 
Jennings, Bob Kelly, Dwight & Donna Lee, Chuck & Jamie Mahan, Ed & Kay Mendoza, 
Mike Palone,and Andy & Dee Silverthorne. This was the largest contingent (30 folks) of any 
of the previous Zoo-unions. While the weather was not always the best, Mike, Dwight, John, 
Andy, Russ, and Stan managed two rounds while Marv and Jim served as course guides, flag 
holders and official scorers. Charlie led a group to Harpers Ferry having prepped the group for 
weeks with a selection of emails about John Brown and the site. While the guys were playing 
golf some ladies managed a tough day at a spa somewhere in horse country. The excitement 
came on the return trip when they ventured onto the grounds of a huge horse farm surrounded by 
brown fences and curious members of the equine species. The rest of the gang visited the Air 
and Space Museum and the Manassas and Freedom Museums. The last evening, Russ pulled out 
his USMA Yearbook collections and an unremembered publication called Muster, which had all 
the individual pictures and bios with the class at 744 strong and four regiments. As usual 
everyone had a chance to remember the names and faces when we were much younger. The next 
Zoo-union will be in May 2017 and will be hosted by Dwight & Donna Lee and Charlie & 
Dianne Beckwith at Pawley’s Island, South Carolina.  

Photo: 2016 F-2 Zoo Mini-Reunion gang in Haymarket 
 

 
Classmates Conduct Inspire to Serve Tour for our Affiliation Class   

6/7/2016  
The Inspire to Serve Tour for the Class of 2018 was 
conducted by the Class of 1968 on April 28, 2016 in the 
West Point Cemetery. Last August, Greg Camp volunteered 
to head the program and Gary Halstead agreed to co-chair 
with him. Since The Simon Center for Professional Military 
Ethic (SCPME) is in charge of this annual program and is the 
final approving authority for the feasibility of efficiently 
routing the Yearling class through the cemetery, and the 
SCPME leader happens to be Gary’s son, our class had a 
good working relationship with SCPME and some extra 
latitude in our part of this project. SCPME selects 16 
gravesites to be on the annual tour by the Yearling class. 

Photo Right: Mike Brennan talking to the Yearlings about 
Rick Hawley at the Inspire To Serve Tour 



After reviewing all the obituaries for our 
classmates buried at West Point and a recon of 
prescribed routes, Greg and Gary, in conjunction 
with our 50 Year Affiliation Program Committee, 
provided a recommendation of five classmates to 
be highlighted – along with a recommendation of 
three additional classmates that might also be 
addressed. Their recommendations were 
approved by SCPME. The additional classmates 
also allowed for further classmate participation as 
presenters, “guides” or “mentors” to escort 
companies of Yearlings through the tour and 
serve as facilitators as they progressed through 
the 16 gravesites. In true class fashion, not one 

but two social events (one at Ike Hall and one at the Hotel Thayer bar) were strategically 
instated into the class’ portion of the program. All classmates who participated in the program 
agreed that they got more out of attending and participating than they gave. The after action 
report provided by the yearlings in attendance was very positive and accentuated the fact that the 
Inspire to Serve Tour had accomplished its mission. 

Photo Left: Dick McClelland telling the Yearlings about Pete Connor 
 

 
More Photos from the Inspire to Serve Tour   

6/7/2016  
Photo Right: Norma & Jim Locker and Katy & 
Chuck Vehlow flanking Cindy Mason Irey 
(widow) and Galen Mason (Rick’s son) Rick 
Mason’s site 

 

  

  

 Photo Left: Company mate Bob Lower spoke 
about Joe Fowler as a classmate during cadet years while other company mate Dutch Hostler 
spoke of Joe during his Redleg and years as a lawyer in and out of the Army 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Additional Photos from the Inspire to Serve Tour  
6/7/2016  
Photo Right: Brian Utermahlen talked about Don 
Workman’s lacrosse exploits and military service 
after graduation while frequent room mate Greg 
Unangst presended Don’s upbringing and cadet 
life 

 

  

  

  

  

  

Photo Left: Bob Balog and Angie Calabro honored 
John Calabro – a great classmate, loving husband, 
and devoted servant to West Point 

 

 
Classmates Coordinate Elk Feast  

 

6/7/2016  
Earlier this spring, Mark Hansen pursued, 
slayed, slaughtered, and delivered prime cuts of 
elk meat to Bob & Randy Hensler, Craig & 
Susan Carson, and Dick & Kathy Shipley. 
Around the end of April, Bob & Randy as well as 
Bob & Carol Shimp (the Shipleys’ and other 
classmate Houston hosts) happened to be in San 
Antonio, so Dick & Kathy offered up their 
portion of Mark’s elk meat – along with a few 
bottles of their favorite red wine – to host a feast 
created by God and classmates. All attendees 
agreed that the wine paired well with the elk roast 
and wished that Mark could attend to witness and experience the result of his hunting toils. In 
earlier days, such an event would be a good reason to call the Class Scribe at about 2 am; 
however, those days may be drawing to a close – even though the Scribe dwells in a later time 
zone. 

Photo: Dick & Kathy Shipley hosting Bob & Randy Hensler and Bob & Carol Shimp at an 
afternoon elk feast in San Antonio 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Merriams Invade Australia  
6/7/2016  

After completing a New Zealand cruise, Jock & 
Malena Merriam thought it would be a good 
idea to relive some glory days by heading to 
Australia and go trick or drinking at Ron 
Kendall’s home in Narrabeen. As a good sport, 
Ron made them cycle a trail counter-clockwise 
since they were in the Southern Hemisphere. 
Actually, it was really just a sobriety test since 
they polished off some of Ron’s really fine local 
vintages the night before. 

Photo Left: Ron Kendall trying to sober up Jock 
& Malena Merriam 

While they didn’t know each other as cadets, 
they started bonding first at FAOBC at Ft 
Sill and followed that immediately with 
outdoor recreation camp – Ranger School – 
where they were in the same platoon and 
thus shared some of their first war stories. 
Their collective memories included those 
from John Westerlund who had related to 
Ron the Florida phase night river crossing 
during which the rope-swimmer (Jock) 
almost froze to death. 

Photo Right: Jock Merriam and Ron Kendall sharing war stories in Australia 

They had to build a “first of the season” warming fire so he could find all body parts but by the 
time his clothes made it across in someone else’s pack not only was he frozen but the fire was 
out and everyone else was warm. Ron related that he and John had done several hikes of the 
Grand Canyon when Ron would swing through Arizona while returning to the US to visit his 
dad. Respectively upon graduation they were on the first set of orders to VN and arrived there in 
late Jan ’69 – Ron to the 1st Cav and Jock to the 9th ID. Both were FOs, so they shared several 
stories of their time in the bush. Ron mentioned Walt Curl who was the infantry company XO 
for a month or so when Ron was its FO. They met up in Kitzingen, Germany when Jock & 
Malena were newlyweds and arrived early after Jock got pulled out of VN with the 9th when it 
became the first major unit to pull out. Ron spent a full year in VN, got assigned to Germany 
and joined Jock’s unit (3/76th FA BN) in early ‘70 where he commanded Service Battery and 
Jock commanded Alpha Btry. They overlapped a few months before Jock had to return to VN to 
“finish” his tour. In Germany, they had many shared stories including when Jock & Malena 
would invite the three bachelors (all grads from 66, 68, and 69) of the Battalion over for 
impromptu dinners. Their Graf and nuclear tech ops stories also got rehashed. Jock & Malena 
raved about Ron as a host and thought he should consider Uber as his post-retirement pastime 
along with tour guiding as he showed them some wonderful sights and cooked some great food. 
After living in Australia, Ron considers himself to be a hybrid Aussie because he understands 
cricket, rugby and Australian Rules Football, and not only knows the words to Waltzing 
Matilda, but knows what the words mean. 
 
 
 



Hank Gregor Moves to the Front of the Golfing Line   
6/7/2016  

Chick James dropped a note to relate the adventures of the 
class Golfing Grads – Chick, Hank Gregor (who dresses more 
like a golfer than he plays as one), and Bill Robinson (an avid 
golfer) – in late April at the annual three-day USMA Golfing 
Grads tourney, which took place this year at the Grand National 
RTJ Lakes Course in Opelika, Alabama. The Class of 1974 
went from 7 participants in 2015 to 14 in 2016, while we had 
the same three. After two days of beautiful weather, a storm 
was moving in as our team approached our final hole on the 
final day . They were getting ready to hit their tee shots on the 
par 3 hole (148 yards to a multi-tiered green). The wind was 
picking up, a cold front was coming in, and it started to 
sprinkle. 

Photo Left: Bill Robinson and Hank Gregor admiring Hank’s 
hole-in-one 

They could hear the heavy rain approaching in the distance, 
Hank saw lightening, and they wanted to finish before they got 
soaked or electrocuted. Hank pulled a 6 iron, due to the wind, 
and the shot was one of his best of the day – Bill called it a 
"mother-in-law" shot (i.e., looked good leaving) – perfectly 
shaped from the tee to a mound on the left front of the green. 
As they had done several times earlier in the day, thinking that 
Hank’s random launches had rolled into the marsh beyond, 
Bill, Hank and Chick hunted over the green for a few minutes 
until Chick finally looked in the hole. Bill said, the rain and 
lightning were a Caddyshack-like precursor to the result. Way 
to go, Hank, for your first hole-in-one! Next year, Golfing 
Grads moves to the World of Golf in St Augustine during the 
first week in April – details to follow. Let's have a significant 
turnout from '68 next year! 

Photo Right: Chick James showing Hank Gregor the last place he looked for Hank’s ball 
 

 
Bill Jeffries Still on Top of the World   

6/7/2016  
Since Bill Jeffries has been out of the loop for a 
while, he took a break at the end of ski season at 
Deer Valley, Utah to transition to Europe, and 
bring us up to date. To celebrate his birthday, Bill 
flew to Geneva to meet up with his youngest son, 
who is studying international political economy 
at SciencePo in Paris. They spent a week in the 
Alps at Chamonix, France skiing the French, 
Swiss, and Italian slopes of Mont Blanc. For 
folks accustomed to skiing at 6-8000 feet in Utah, 

Canada, and Colorado, skiing above and into the clouds at 12,000 feet was a real trip. 
Avalanches killed 6 while they were there. At Chamonix, the occasional cliffs that one falls off 
into the abyss below make it a real challenge and provides occasional grist for Darwin Awards. 
The shrill little-girl-like screaming heard echoing from behind the avalanche gates surely was 



not Bill. He had a chance on the return trip to detour across Lake Geneva to speak with several 
financial organizations from the Arab countries who had gathered in Davos, Switzerland and 
then attend a book signing for his recent Culture book in Vienna, Austria. 

Photo Left: Bill Jeffries horsing around in the Alps 

The experience reminded him what a wonderfully 
welcoming city Vienna is. Back in the real world, 
Bill & Cheryl are still living in Indiana, as Cheryl 
is recovering from a car accident over a year ago, 
having been T-boned by a Terminex truck (that 
sounds so final). However, it has not slowed her 
from being a frequent speaker on STEM fields to 
Girls Inc. and local high schools and colleges, 
and a consultant to the Society of Women 
Engineers. After Bill returned home to Indiana 
from skiing and lecturing in Europe, Fred 
Burdette, stopped by to see how the Jeffries 
were doing in Zionsville. Fred lives in Muskegan, 
Michigan but his daughter and granddaughter live 
a few miles from Bill & Cheryl in Carmel. This was the first time Bill & Fred had been together 
since rooming together 49 years ago. Bill reports that they had great fun reminiscing about how 
they got to where they are; however, Bill didn’t report on where Fred is. They prefer to think of 
their gathering as a major C-2 reunion that no one else chose to attend… Next time, they plan to 
meet over Big Ugly Elk Burgers and sweet potato fries at BUB's (that's right, Bub not Bob) 
Burgers, and they hope to attract a bigger crowd of C-2ers. Once Cheryl is healed and able to 
sail or ski competitively again, the Jeffries still plan to move to Utah, Colorado, Florida, or who 
knows where. They are just in desperate need of snow-capped mountains or an ocean – neither 
of which seems to be in close proximity to Indiana. 

Photo Right: Fred Burdette and Bill Jeffries at their own mini-reunion in Indiana 
 

 
Bill McCrone’s Annual Missive from The Left Coast   

6/7/2016  
Since our last set of Notes was still in his Inbox 
and Founders Day was a fresh memory, Bill 
McCrone sent a couple of photos and some good 
grist. One photo is of Bill with Brick Sweet 
taken at the Monterey Peninsula Founders Day in 
March. Since they had not seen each other in 
several years, Bill said that it was delightful to 
find Brick & Diane seated next to him at the 
table. Brick is a semi-retired urologist in Salinas, 
which Bill feels is like a world away from 
Monterey sometimes. Bill relates that Brick was 
the first classmate he met in Beast. They were 

roommates and shared a bunkbed, although neither can remember who had the top bunk. Four 
years later, they graduated at Michie Stadium seated next to each other (they still argue about 
who had the higher GPA – but why look it up?). 

Photo Left: Brick Sweet and Bill McCrone at the Monterey Peninsula WPS Founders Day 



Ten years later, Brick (originally from upstate Skaneateles, 
New York) and Bill (originally from Virginia) wound up in 
Monterey County, CA, not 17 miles from one another as 
pillars of the medical and legal community. Can anyone else 
top this unique linkage? Bill continues to struggle with a 
rare form of anti-body rejection of his transplanted heart. 
Essentially, his Stanford cardiologists (with a consult to 
Mayo Clinic in Maryland) have given up after a two-year 
battle using every treatment known to the medical 
community. He is currently declining health (diagnosed as 
congestive heart failure), is losing mobility, and is the proud 
owner of a “chariot” (see other photo) provided by the VA. 
He says that it has been a long ordeal, but still a blessing of 
7+ years with his now not-so-new heart. He wants us all to 
know that VA care for this 100% service-connected disabled 
classmate has been exemplary throughout, every day's a 
holiday, and every meal's a feast. 

Photo Right: Bill McCrone on his “chariot” 
 

 
Liebs Welcome New Members to the Family   

6/7/2016  
In late March, Charlie & Janet Lieb were 
introduced to a newborn bundle of love, 
Massimo, born to Charlie’s & Janet’s son, 
Brandon and his bride Giovanna. A month later, 
son Matthew and his bride presented Charlie and 
Janet with another grandson. To round family 
events out, their daughter, Kristine got married. 
To capture the joy of these events, I had two Lieb 
photos – Charlie & Janet marveling at Massimo 
and Charlie sizing up a putt on a green as part of 

the pre-wedding festivities. I wimped out…. 

Photo: Janet & Charlie Lieb marveling at Massimo 
 

 

 



1968 Class Notes   

  
Classmates Celebrating 70 Laps Around the Sun   
4/14/2016  
Pat Jonas put out quite a blog regarding a 
surprise 70th birthday party for Jack Gerke 
devised by Jack’s bride, Mary Ellen, and their 
two kids. While Pat, Don Davis, Alan Aker, 
Steve Frushour, Nellie (with Ann) Laughton, 
and Ralph (with Sandy) Tuccillo attended in 
person, Norm Miller, BG Weeks, Howard McElroy, (especially) Stosh Parker, Ollie 
Johnson, Hank Toczylowski, Nick Kurilko, George Grades, (Bullet) Bob Henderson, Tom 
Stites, Jon Dodson, Denny Burrell, Malcolm Murray, Frank Lynch , Mike Kulikowski, Bill 
Matlach, Rich Brooke, Joe Finley, Jim Stanley, Mike Grygiel, and George Ziots were there 
in spirit (i.e., they got talked about – as were some of the more notorious Ps and members of the 
Tactical Dept.). 

Photo Right: Classmates at Jack Gerke’s surprise party: Nellie Laughton, Pat Jonas, Alan Aker, 
Jack, Ralph Tuccillo, Steve Frushour, and Don Davis 

The Gerke home in Rochester, New York was 
already packed with other friends Jack and Mary 
Ellen had made over the years and they were all 
enthralled when the E-4 gang trooped in singing 
On Brave Old Army Team. Pat – who roomed 
with Jack at Helicopter Flight School in Mineral 
Wells, Texas and the Engineer Officer Basic 
Course at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia – spilled the beans 
about Jack's 6 month confinement and 144 
Punishment tours and reduction in rank from 
cadet lieutenant to private slug for owning a car, 
driving it on post before it was allowed, running a 

stop sign and trying to evade the MPs. We all may remember that Jack got a standing ovation 
from the entire Corps of Cadets in 1967 when the punishment was read from the "poop deck" at 
supper. See more at: http://drsynonymous.blogspot.com/2016/04/west-point-two-books-ring-
and-friends.html?spref=fb#sthash.E8opu8ja.dpuf 

In a quieter venue, Elwood Cobey just made known his 70th with a FaceBook post with his 
latest grandchild. 

Photo Left: Elwood Cobey at 70 with his “mini me” ( Harold Cobey Sonduck) at 7 months 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Mike Grygiel Gets Around  
4/14/2016  
In addition the Gerke gathering in Rochester, Mike 
Grygiel traveled with Kathy, his bride, from their 
home in Richland, Washington to the wedding of Bill 
Stockdale’s (a PAP in the Dept. of Engineering when 
we were cadets) grandson in Palm Springs last fall. 

Photo Right: Mike & Kathy Grygiel at Zion National 
Park last fall 

On the way, they stopped at Zion National Park. Just 
prior to going to Rochester, he took his granddaughter 
skiing at White Pass, Washington -- an occasion Mike 

hopes 
they 
will 
always 
remember. Of course, Mike had no trouble 
keeping up with his granddaughter – NOT! When 
Mike & Kathy are not traveling to keep up with 
kids and grandkids all over the country, Mike is 
still consulting in the advanced reactor world, and 
also doing some painting and photography. 

Photo Left: Nora and grandpa Mike Grygiel 
skiing at With Pass, Washington in early spring 

 

 
Phil & Linda Samuel Travel to Peru   

4/14/2016  
Phil & Linda Samuel dodged some Texas winter weather 
by visiting the geographical diversity of Peru – mostly from 
16,000 feet in the Andes and Machu Picchu to the slow 
moving tropics. 

Photo #5 -- Linda & Phil Samuel modeling Peruvian textiles 
at 16,000 feet 

There was no doubt that they enjoyed hiking in the chilly 
thin air, but 
were happy to 
catch their 
breaths and 
relax while 
chasing sloths 
closer to sea 
level. 

Photo #6 -- Linda & Phil Samuel looking at a 
camera rather than breath-taking Machu Picchu 

 



George Shoener Mentioned In Baltimore Sun Vietnam Tribute   
4/14/2016  
Last March, the Dept. of Veterans Affairs designated March 29 as a day to recognize Vietnam 
veterans and their families. As part of the tribute, the Baltimore Sun led with recollections of 
George Shoener’s return from Vietnam in 1971. The article mentioned that, because returning 
soldiers were not always welcomed in a positive manner upon their return, George changed out 
of jungle fatigues into a polo shirt and slacks prior to disembarking stateside and didn’t wear a 
uniform again for two years. The article did not mention that he wore civvies because he was 
going to grad school so he could return to West Point as a Chemistry P. 
 

 
Jim Furr’s New Book   

4/14/2016  
Jim Furr gave a cyber blast to inform us that he was pleased to announce that his book, 
Pointers in Proverbs: Wisdom to Live and Lead with Excellence, is now available in paperback 
and e-book from amazon.com and other major book distributors. As most of us know, for many 
years Jim has written and blogged an essay every couple of weeks under the title, Pointers in 
Proverbs. These articles, each of which is an example of how God’s wisdom in Proverbs 
intersects with life today, were initially intended for a number of his West Point classmates. The 
60 essays comprising this book are among those that appeared more recently in his Pointers blog 
series. They are organized into four categories: Category 1 describes the qualities of a good 
leader; Category 2 outlines the actions and attitudes that lead to a life of excellence; Category 3 
focuses on assertions Proverbs makes about “truth;” and Category 4 explains how hope, peace 
and security are found, according to Proverbs. All author royalties go to fund FocalPoint, a 
faith-based movement dedicated to helping marketplace and professional men and women 
develop their leadership and life skills through application of biblical principles. 
 

 
Mike Mears Participates with International Forum on Consciousness   

4/14/2016  
Dale Hansen called to our attention that each year, the International Forum on Consciousness 
explores a different—and often challenging—topic related to the exploration of consciousness. 
This year’s theme, Awakened Consciousness and the Evolution of Business, brings together a 
diverse group of presenters including Mike Mears. The 2016 forum will showcase how today’s 
business leaders are enriching employees, communities and the health of our planet, and will be 
held at the BioPharmaceutical Technology Center on the Promega Campus in Fitchburg (just 
outside of Madison), Wisconsin. Mike believes that more has been learned about leadership in 
the last five years than in any other period in history. While neuroscience, advanced polling, 
positive psychology, and academia have made significant breakthroughs in understanding the 
nature of leadership and why great leadership energizes organizations and people, it has been 
cleverly hidden from political leaders throughout the world. If you are interested, the 
International Forum on Consciousness is open to the general public but limited to 350 
participants. For more information or to register, visit: https://www.btci.org/consciousness/. 
 

 
Putting Jimmy Anderson to Rest   

4/14/2016  
John Keane reported that James Francis 
Anderson was laid to rest at Arlington Cemetery 
on 29 March under a beautiful sky with members 
of his family, classmates and those with whom he 
served attending. The small reception room 
where his family assembled prior to the 
ceremony was filled to capacity and overflowed into the hallway with those in attendance. John 
noted that, in keeping with our class tradition of not doing anything completely right, he took a 



picture of the other 13 classmates in attendance. Lee Norton came down from Philadelphia and 
this was the first time in a long time that Dave Ford and John had been at any same event 
together. When it came time for John to join the picture, he ran into a variation of what I ran into 
with the Risers and Paulsons in February – the volunteer photographer apparently had never 
used a cell phone camera before, so John did not make it into any class photo – possibly, a 
blessing in disguise.... As a post script, Ralph Tildon has just sent Jimmy’s draft Memorial 
Article to Karen, Jimmy’s widow. 

Photo: At Jimmy Anderson’s interment at Arlington: Ralph Tuccillo, Ralph Tildon, Bub Younts, 
Nellie Laughton, Lee Outlaw, Joe Guignon, Bob Beahm, Jesse Gatlin, Dave Ford, Lee Norton, 
Sandy Cohn, Tom McNaugher, and Bob Balog 
 

 
Remembering Tom Simmons   

4/14/2016  
Just days before we learned of the passing of 
Tom Simmons, I had photos and reports of an 
entirely different story. Tom had met up with G-2 
company mates Chris Ohlinger and Dick 
Shipley in San Antonio to revel in St. Patrick’s 
wickedness and celebration. After that, Tom took 
off for three days of road racing his Porsche in 
the Fort Worth area – just another time to 
celebrate good friends, fast cars and retirement. 

Photo Left: Tom Simmons with Dick & Kathy 
Shipley and Chris Ohlinger on St. Patrick’s Day 

on the River Walk in San Antonio 

The following Tuesday, he was taken from us by 
a massive stroke. The following Thursday, Dick 
& Kathy Shipley drove up to Leander, TX to help 
celebrate Tom’s' life at his son’s home. Tom’s 
wife, Wanda and daughter-in-law, Suzi were 
very happy to see classmates in attendance. 
Although tears were shed, it was a joyous affair 
with lots of friends and food. Dick & Kathy were 
joined at the celebration by classmates Dean 
Becker and Ed (with Molly) Lorentzen who live 
nearby. Tom was a happy man who loved his family, his cars, and his red wine. 

Photo Right: Dean Becker, Ed Lorentzen, and Dick Shipley at Tom’s Celebration of Life one 
week after St. Patrick’s Day 
 

 
Classmates Celebrating Founders Day in the South   

4/14/2016  
Fred Shahid sent a class photo from the 
Founders Day held in Atlanta, Georgia. At the 
celebration, Dan Kaufman was honored as the 
West Point Society of Atlanta Distinguished 
Graduate for 2016, an award well deserved based 
on his outstanding service. Farther west, we 

received a photo from the New Orleans Founders Day celebration. 



Photo Left: 68 at the Atlanta FD: Dan & Kathryn Kaufman, Dickie Bowers, and Sallie & Fred 
Shahid 

Farther to the south, Jeff & Carlie Rogers sent a 
photo that seemed to be taken with an early cell 
phone dipped in olive oil from the Founders Day 
celebration in Melbourne (West Point Society of 
the Space Coast), Florida where they represented 
’68 at a gathering of almost 70 folks. The speaker 
from USMA didn’t show, so everyone viewed the 
Supe’s video and heard a report from a member of their Society who listened to the football 
coach in Orlando for Founders Day the week prior.. 

Photo Right: 68 at NOLA FD: Vic Farrugia Catherine Cooper, Dan Adams, Bob Shaw and 
Sabine Henckel 
 

 
Harry Bennett – One More FD Photo   

4/14/2016  
I couldn’t pass up a photo of Harry Bennett, who 
was presumably attending a Founders Day 
celebration in the Williamsburg, Virginia – that, or 
he just likes to dress up. 

Photo: Harry Bennett all dressed up 

 

 
Andy Shaffer and Dave Gerard Accompany Two Sisters and a Cousin to NOLA   

4/14/2016  
While Dick & Kathy Shipley were celebrating St. 
Patrick’s Day in San Antonio, Barbara and I 
traveled to New Orleans to meet with Barbara’s 
sister, Betty, and her hubby, Andy Shaffer and 
Barbara’s and Betty’s only cousin to ensure that the 
economy in that once (and future) devastated area 
survives. The girls get together almost annually to 
celebrate their bond – and husbands get to tag 
along to carry coats, umbrellas, credit cards, etc. 
Since Andy & Betty had never visited NOLA, they 
had praise (mostly for the WW II Museum, and all 
restaurants) and reproach (mostly for the smell of 
Bourbon St.) for the Big Easy 

Photo: Betty & Andy Shaffer with Barbara Gerard 
pretending to act hungry and thirsty in New 
Orleans 
 



Bob Shaw Provides Update   
4/14/2016  

Bob Shaw figured that, since we saw him at 
NOLA Founders Day, he ought to let us in on 
some of his other adventures. He was on a 
medical mission to Matagalpa, Nicaragua last 
month with his son, Andrew. This was the eighth 
year that he has been involved in working with a 
volunteer organization – the New Orleans 
Medical Mission Services (NOMMS) – in 
sending teams of doctors and nurses to Central 
America to perform surgeries.  NOMMS also 
distributes about 1,400 eyeglasses per trip.  He 
has been retired for about 3 years, is keeping 

busy with volunteer work and traveling. He recently sold his house in the suburbs of New 
Orleans and moved to a condo on St Charles Ave in the Garden District. Bob apologized for not 
keeping up with classmates who were there for him at the last reunion when he was going 
through some really rough times, but promises to be more social – which I’ll hold him to since 
we’ll be visiting the Garden District a lot in the future. 

Photo: Andres and Bob Shaw in Nicaragua last month 
 

 
Founders Day and Myrtle Beach   

3/18/2016  
Rich Carlson and Jim Orahood forwarded 
photos of classmates attending the Grand Strand 
West Point Society, Myrtle Beach, SC Founders 
Day Celebration last week. When I first looked at 
the photos, I wondered what Myrtle Beach had 
that would bring together two classmates from 
Pawleys Island, SC and two from Indiana. Jim 
explained that all are Low Country residents for at least part of the time. Jim & Rene lived at 
one time in Columbia, SC, grew to love Pawleys Island, knew Dwight & Donna Lee from 
Pentagon days and knew that they had moved there for the weather and endless golf courses 
(depending on the tides). Charlie & Dianne Beckwith saw Dwight’s & Donna’s place, cashed 
out of the Newport News area of Virginia and also moved to Pawleys Island. Rich & 
Lyndorcas visited Myrtle Beach a while back, liked the weather, activities and Bloody Marys, 
and are now a locals. Mike Soice migrated from Indiana and now lives in Conway, SC. Jim & 
Rene stayed the night at Charlie's on their way to their villa on Daufuskie. Charlie asked Jim to 
go to Founders day since Myrtle Beach was only about 45 minutes away, and that’s how our 
class had the largest number of participants at the Myrtle Beach celebration. I think having a 
very relaxed dress code also had something to do with it. The guest speaker was COL (Ret) Roy 
C. (Chuck) Waggoner (’79) who spent 31 years in Special Ops and Infantry units with combat 
tours in Grenada, Panama, Iraq and Afghanistan. He now is a contractor advising US, NATO 
and other forces in OCONUS hot spots (Turkey, Syria). 

Photo: Mike Soice, Charlie Beckwith, Rich Carlson, Jim Orahood, and Dwight Lee at the Grand 
Strand West Point Society, Myrtle Beach, SC Founders Day Celebration last week 
 

 

 
  



Tennessee Founders Day Participation  
3/18/2016  

Jim Kimball reported that he and Bill Raines 
attended and participated in the Tennessee 
Founders Day celebration held earlier this month. 
They had a great event with 30 attendees 
including several Navy Grads, the President of 
the local MOAA chapter, and several grads that 
had never been to one of the West Point Society 
events. The local Congressman came and spoke 
for a few minutes. The Superintendent's video 
was a big hit, Mike Newton (’84) talked about 

matters of international law surrounding the Saddam Hussein trial. 

 Photo: Jim Kimball, Mike Newton (’84), and Bill Raines the morning after the Tennessee 
Founders Day Celebration 
 

 
Classmates Participate in Leadership Challenge Meeting at West Point   

3/18/2016  
At the beginning of March, Skip Greeby, Gary 
Halstead, Dale Hansen, Tom Jewell, Ray 
Puffer, and Steve Winsor met at our Rockbound 
Highland Home to speak with this year’s Firsties 
regarding our Army experiences, particularly 
when ethical decisions were involved. Gary 
Halstead was the class OIC since his son ran the 
overall program at West Point. I don’t know if 
the cadets are getting anything out of our war stories, but our classmates come away with it with 
lots of smiles – especially when they get together as a class. 

Photo: This year’s Leadership Challenge classmate participants: Tom Jewell, Ray Puffer, Skip 
Greeby, Gary Halstead, Dale Hansen, and Steve Winsor 
 

 
I-1/B-3/G-3) Mini-Reunion   

3/18/2016  
Allan Crecelius and Marty Bowling reported 
that nine ‘68 couples from the old I-1 (B-3 G-3 
by Firstie year) got together at the end of 
February at Marty & Barbara Bowling’s home 
Osprey, Florida.  This is the third mini-reunion 
that our company has held with it being mid-way 
between the 5-year reunions at West Point. The 
first two were hosted by Ed Hobbs in San 
Antonio and Allan Crecelius in San Diego. As 

expected, Marty and Barbara planned a range of activities in the Osprey/Sarasota area of 
Florida, including gatherings with adult beverages in their penthouse home overlooking the Gulf 
at sunset, a visit to the Ringling Museum, a docent guided tour of Historic Spanish Point, a 
cruise on the Intracoastal Waterway, and an evening at the Circus Sarasota. 

Photo Left: The B-3/G-3 gang at the Bowlings’: 1st Row: Barbara Bowling, Sue Toole, Sue 
Cima, Sue Magathan, Brenda Harmeling, Sandy Comrie-Crecelius, Allan Crecelius; 2nd Row: 
Elizabeth Adams, Elizabeth Nash; 3rd Row: Maurice Adams, Wally Magathan, Craig 



O’Conner, Bill Nash; 4th Row: Mike Toole, Jim Cima, John Harmeling -- Not pictured – 
Joanna McLellan (Craig O’Connor’s guest) who took the picture 

The report was that even the wives enjoyed the 
three days of reunion activities, good food and 
drink, and the beauty of and attractions in the 
Sarasota area Allan enjoyed seeing Jim Cima 
(still working on the Minnesota Vikings sports 
complex) and Bill Nash (still giving first hand 
advice on national security matters) at the 
gathering, as several of the group had not seen 
them since June 5, 1968. All were in agreement 
that no one looked any older. Fortunately, no 
honor reps were in earshot. Following the B-3/G-
3 get together at the Bowlings, Allan & Sandy did some client work then flew to Kauai where 
they rented a place on the beach where Allan was chastised for his blindingly white legs and not 
having enough morning cocktail ingredients to share with the rest of his neighbors. 

Photo Right: Allan Crecelius holding up a palm tree on Kauai 
 

 
Risers and Paulsons Meet in Virginia   

3/18/2016  
After his return from Texas for his nephew’s 
bachelor party, Henry Riser came home, 
repacked for cooler climes, and he and Karen 
joined us at Massanutten Resort in the 
Shenandoahs to think about skiing once again. 
After sampling some Scotch single malt and Irish 
Whisky products, we all agreed that it might be 
better to just watch skiing this year (unlike Pat 
Mente who celebrated his 70th birthday in the 
Rockies this year) and be content with some yoga 
instruction from Karen and seeking out another 
of Henry’s former roommates. Karen tried to get 

us to stand on one leg while resting the foot of the other leg against the knee of the standing leg 
and count to ten. I got to “wa…” About 15 years ago, Pete & Kathy Paulson moved to 
Charlottesville, Virginia – about an hour from Massanutten. Fate smiled on us because we could 
contact the Paulsons and we met for lunch and then some at a primo German restaurant on the 
Highway between Charlottesville and Fairfax County. Henry related to Pete that he held the 
record during the Med cruise for having the most roommates in attendance – Dave Ohle, , and 
Karen. Pete & Kathy trumped the roommate record with the news that they are the proud owners 
of a cask of craft American whiskey that is still being aged along the Shenandoah whisky trail. 
After that, the Risers and Paulsons agreed to meet as soon as the cask was ready for bottling.  As 
a further slight that we have been leaning on the geezer button, we asked a young member of the 
restaurant staff to take our picture with my five year old point and shoot digital camera. The guy 
looked at the camera for a while, smiled, and asked how to work it… 

Photo: Pete & Kathy Paulson and Henry & Karen Riser reuniting after way too long 
 

 
Classmate Winter Dinner in the DC Area   

3/18/2016  
Gordon Tillery included us in his review of the classmate dinner with brides (18 couples) that 
Joe & Maureen Guignon sponsored at the Fairfax Army-Navy Country Club in late February. 



The private room with their own wait staff and bar was a special treat. After the cocktail hour, 
Bob Stroud made the late-breaking news announcement that Army defeated Navy in double 
overtime. Bill Dickerson came through in customary fine style by leading the group in an 
invocation with about 15 seconds prep time. After dinner, as usual, they ran down the excuses 
folks had sent for not attending: Larry Jordan was in Atlanta for the quarterly AOG Board 
meeting; Norm OMeara was at James Madison U’s season opening baseball doubleheader in 
Harrisonburg to watch his and Linda’s grandson play and celebrate his 20th birthday; Henry 
Riser was in Austin for his nephew's bachelor party; Paul Joseph (lives in Petersburg, VA) said 
that he had a family obligation but actually went to the Glebe Road ANCC, couldn't find the 
class, and concluded that Gordie had given him the wrong date; Charlie Adkins actually did 
have competing family obligations; Rick Rhoades was in Florida for a wedding; Mike Mears 
was in southern Mexico; Karl Leatham was out of country on a motorcycle; and Glen Hewitt 
and Bill Gardepe were both out of town. 

Those present discussed the large number of class activities on-going from "Inspiration to 
Serve" tour to Dick Shipley's effort to have a class commemorative pistol. Bill Marriott talked 
about the oral history program each year on (or very near) D-Day at Rocky Run Middle School 
in Chantilly. Bill & Patty's daughter is a history teacher there, and makes it happen. It all 
started as an event for WW II vets, but more recently, Bill -- along with Chuck Giasson, 
Gordon Tillery, and Sandy Cohn – participated on Vietnam War panels. Ralph Tuccillo gave 
a short review of Army Hockey coach Jack Riley (who passed Feb 3), who led the Black 
Knights on ice for 36 seasons and led Team USA to its first-ever Olympic hockey gold medal in 
1960. Riley retired in 1986 with a 542-343-20 record at West Point — at the time, the second-
most wins in college hockey history. Bill Dickerson told a story about when he worked at the 
Defense Threat Reduction Agency when his bride, Eunhee, received a telephone recall from the 
Agency when Bill was not home. Eunhee was suspicious of the caller who wanted Bill's location 
and threatened to call the police if she was not more forthcoming. Eunhee (native to South 
Korea) offered a gracious, serious comment: we should all know how thankful she is, and the 
South Korean nation is, for the US' commitment in the Korean war.  Eunhee also suggested Bill 
played the West Point card when courting her. Her father's opinion was a grad of MacArthur's 
West Point is fine with him.  Sandy Cohn showed off his new book, "The President's First Year: 
None Were Prepared, Some Never Learned." Sandy also told about being selected to speak as 
the "youngest grad" at a Founder's Day. When he found the senior speaker's (MG Samuel 
Koster) speech on the podium - he lifted the jokes page, causing some frustration for the senior 
speaker, but Sandy had great jokes. 
 

 
E3 Winter Golfers Continue to Push the Envelope   

3/18/2016  
Once again, E3 golfers kept a 15 year tradition 
alive by gathering in Palm Springs on the 
traditional second week of February (aka 
Valentine’s Day). Their “reason” for picking that 
time and place is that it’s a good week for better 
weather than anyplace in the US during the 
winter. Joe Guignon, who maintains that all he 
does is try to keep up with the other much older 
men, usually reports on the outing and provides commentary that all participants may not all 
agree on. Earl Newsome, the liar, puts the week of golf together. He is the number one 
sandbagger who seems to have disregarded the honor code when it comes to his handicap. Jess 
Gatlin has the most body parts that are ailing. Chuck Jones is the keeper of the scores and Joe 
suspects the little book he keeps is phony-uped every day. Mark Spelman joins the group from 
COLD upstate New York and makes sure they all appreciate the sunny weather. The big winner, 
or whiner, was Jack Bussa who stole all the money – as he does  every year – as the best golfer. 



Joe Creeden is the obvious most consistent since he plays about 100 rounds per year. And then 
there is Gordon Zophy who is content to donate as much money as he can to the rest of the 
guys. This year, Bill Flowers could not make it as his mother was admitted to a hospital in 
Denver just as they were gathering on Super Bowl Sunday. 

Photo: Joe Creeden, Joe Guignon, Jack Bussa and their friend, John Saeman (a true Marine) at 
The Vintage Country Club in Palm Springs 
 

 
Tillerys and Cobbs Pass on Winter   

3/18/2016  
Gordon & Elsie Tillery and Jerry & Kathy Cobb, opted 
out of east coast winter this year and took a cruise in the 
Caribbean (departing out of Florida rather than NJ) in 
February. A highlight of their trip was visiting Bill & Suzie 
Mulvey on the island of Bonaire. The Mulveys have a 
beach-front villa (where they live several months a year) 
overlooking a prime coral reef dive area. 

Photo Left: Bill Mulvey after a dive on Bonaire 

The Mulveys met the Cobbs and Tillerys at the pier, took the 
cruisers home, gave them an extended windshield tour of the 
island, and partied over lunch at a beach cafe watching wind 
surfers. Since the cruise schedule allowed only a half-day on 
Bonaire, 
Gordie, 

Elsie, Jerry, and Kathy will bring snorkel gear 
next time to watch Bill scuba the reef in front of 
his villa. On another port of call stop on 
Grenada, the Cobbs and Tillerys saw an 
impressive tribute to the 82nd ABN Div. 

Photo Right: Jerry & Kathy Cobb and Elsie & 
Gordon Tillery on Bonaire 
 

 
Tom Barnes Donates Mission Work in Uganda   

3/18/2016  
Despite some medical issues, Tom Barnes can’t be held back when it comes to providing 
mission and medical services to the downtrodden. Charlie Beckwith shared one of Tom’s email 
that noted that even crocs could not maintain an even keel in the Class 6 rapids in the part of the 
Nile he had just crossed. At that point, Tom considered the lion taming and rhino riding 
excursions since he missed out on the croc petting. He was going to take a selfie if the croc had 
cooperated, but third and fourth thoughts made him reconsider. Compared to African crocs, 
American gators are dependable and sociable. He composed the email in the evening after 
signing into the Hotel Glorius in downtown Lira in Northern Uganda. He noted that both were 
beyond description but did mention the closed iron gates with a guard and his AK. While he 
described a seven hour ride on decent roads from Kampala without functioning AC in the van 
and having only one fan in his room (typical Air Force fashion), he reverted to Ranger speak by 
rejoicing in the lack of hot water showers in warm humid weather. He brought his own survival 
food just in case, as well as a hot water pot for coffee, tea, oatmeal, grits, Ramen Noodles, and 
canned Chef Boyardee delicacies along with squeeze bags of veggies, fruit baby food, nuts, beef 
jerky, and M&M's, and buddied up with a guy who brought a water filter. As he moved on, he 
mentioned that future accommodations made his poncho, hammock and rucksack look First 



Class. If this were a family outing, it would be entitled pre-divorce. Tom and his crew travel into 
the bush where 99 percent of most missionaries never go to enlighten very oppressed people. He 
says that what they present in this environment gives it all new and wondrous meaning. 
 

 
Greebys Remember Last Summer   

3/18/2016  
You may remember that Skip & Joan Greeby took the Princess Med 
cruise after our Ireland tour and gathering and prior to our class 
jaunt that John Hedley organized last September. While we were 
planning and packing for that cruise, the Greebys took a Baltic 
cruise. To remind us – or rub our noses in it – Skip sent along a 
photo during that time. 

Photo: Skip & Joan Greeby boarding their ship last summer in 
Copenhagen for their Baltic cruise 

 

 
Remembering Bill Peplinski   

3/18/2016  
Bill Peplinski, D-3, passed away on March 4, 2016. 
Classmate and roommate Gary Grant attended his 
funeral on March 9. When Gary & Connie arrived at 
the church, there was an Honor Guard from the 
Patriot Guard Riders. They formed a semi-circle at 
the entrance and were all holding U.S. Flags. The 
Grants had a chance to meet all of Bill's eight 
children and his wife Susie. Gary expressed 
condolences to the family on behalf of D1/D3 and 
our entire class. The family greatly appreciated 
classmate emails and Facebook comments. When 
Gary was introduced to Susie, she remarked, "Oh, 
your name was in Bill's Cadet Full Dress Hat." It 
seems that Bill kept his and his daughter’s Dress Hats 
on his mantle in their home. When they took Bill's 
hat down to bring it to the funeral, they found an old yellowed card inside, with the name of his 
squad leader, two other upper classmen, and four plebes – Mike Soice, Steve Caldwell, Gary, 
and Pep.  There were four easels with numerous photos of Bill and his family. Thanks to Rick 
Rhoades and Myles Crowe, the Class Flag made it in time for the visitation the evening prior to 
the funeral and it was displayed next to Bill's casket. It was a great touch and the family really 
appreciated the effort to get it there on such short notice. It was a Catholic Mass celebrated by 
four priests and there were lots of people in attendance. The military ceremony was held outside 
at the entrance to the church. There was a gentleman there in kilts that played "Taps" on the 
bagpipes. A number of people remarked about how amazing it was that classmates all stayed 
linked after almost 50 years. I have no information as to who has taken charge of writing Pep's 
Memorial Article. 

Photo: Bill Peplinski 
 



Remembering Jack Swaney   
3/18/2016  

Jack Swaney, B-2, passed away on February 23, 
2016. Steve Donohue, Jack's old roommate, was 
the first to notify his B2 Company mates and 
attended and spoke at Jack's memorial service on 
March 5 in Platte City. Besides Steve, Jock 
Merriam, (company mate) Chick James, and 
(Ranger squad mate and fellow company 
commander in the Americal Division) John 
Strand attended. All agreed that the service was 

a wonderful and moving tribute to a great guy.  I have no information as to who has taken 
charge of writing Jack's Memorial Article 

Photo: Steve Donohue, Jock Merriam, Chick James, and John Stroud holding a photo collage 
taken when he was an Infantry Company Commander in RVN and put together by Jack's RTO 
 

 
Remembering Manny Diamante   

3/18/2016  
Manny Diamante, D-2 & C-2, also passed away on February 23, 2016. Ray Rhodes was 
contacted by Bill Barkovic (’71), who was contacted by his classmate General N. Abaya (who 
ultimately rose to become Chief of Staff of the Philippine Army). General Abaya agreed to 
eulogize Manny at a memorial service that was held on February 29 in Manila. While serving as 
a FAO, Ray became an honorary member of the Philippine Military Academy Class of 1968 
through Manny’s connections. Ray put together an almost three page set of reflections from 
company mates that Dutch Hostler had contacted about Manny as an input for General Abaya’s 
eulogy preparations. Dutch, Ray and Manny's contributing company mates had to act fast given 
the date of the memorial service and time (International Date Line) differences. Ray has 
volunteered to take the lead on writing Manny’s Memorial Article. 
 

 
Remembering Jimmy Anderson   

3/18/2016  
Jimmy Anderson, F-4, passed away on November 22, 2015. Ralph Tildon 
(rtildon1@verizon.net) has taken point on the Memorial Article and maintaining contact with 
his family. When he spoke on the phone with Jimmy’s widow, Karen, he established a time to 
meet with her at her home, and learned that Jimmy will be buried at Arlington National 
Cemetery at 1:00 PM (be there between 1215 hours and 1230 hours) on Tuesday, 29 March 
2016. It appears that this will be a graveside ceremony only and no reception. Karen would 
appreciate the presence of his classmates at the ceremony. 
 

 
Remembering Paul Crist   

3/18/2016  
Paul Crist, A-1 and F-1, passed away on February 10, 2015, but we didn't hear about it until 
September and I have not reported his passing until now because there has not been much to 
report. He is one of our "expansion" classmates -- one who was reassigned at the beginning of 
Firstie year from a company of classmates he had been with since Plebe year. No one from 
either company has volunteered to find out how he died or write a Memorial Article. None of us 
are qualified to know everything about him, or (I guess) keep in touch with him (yeah, I know -- 
it's a two way street -- but there's no do-overs here), but he still is due an Article. Maybe a 
company mate, football team mate or someone from BSU can reach a little deeper. 
 

 



Larry Hart Still Pumping   
2/11/2016  
In early January, Larry Hart entered a weightlifting competition in Southern California where 
he took first place in his age and weight class in two events whose names only weight lifters 
wouldn’t crack a smile at. As cadets, you may remember Larry as a goliath of a guy whose 
prowess as a shot putter, hammer thrower, and football lineman earned him the nickname of 
“Fat Larry.” When he gave his weight class, I’m sad to say that I should be now known as 
“Fatter Dave.” Keep pumping, Larry! 
 

 
Pawleys Island Classmates Follow Suit With Photo   

2/11/2016  
Dwight Lee forwarded a photo of the four 
classmates who live within five miles of each 
other at Pawleys Island, South Carolina – which 
now ranks up there with other high density 
classmate areas like Northern Virginia, Denver, 
and Savannah. Dwight got together with John 
McDonald, Charlie Beckwith, and Bob Fabrey 
for lunch. As usual, conversation wandered from cadet days, classmates, war stories, John has 
decided to get rid of his boat, Bob splits time between Pawleys Island and Colorado, and 
avoiding any talk of meds... 

Photo: John McDonald, Dwight Lee, Charlie Beckwith, and Bob Fabrey at lunch on Pawleys 
Island 

Since we didn’t get a poem from Donna this year, I had to rely on Dwight and his F2 Zoo mate 
for more info. Charlie is the newest to move to Pawleys Island and he’s still working on how to 
get roses to survive. Dwight and Charlie met separately to celebrate Tom Beierschmitt’s 
chances of coming off of injured reserve after seven hours of heart surgery. Current reports 
reflect that Tom is "rock stable". They also report that Zoomate Jim Swinney advised them that 
the John Wing article (which was hatched over dinner with Dick Shipley during the mini-
reunion Med cruise) has been finalized and tent to Andy Shafer for inclusion in our Both Sides 
of the Wall, Vol III book. The article is over 10,000 words and includes many stories form 
classmates and friends. 
 

 
Crudens Send a Complete Family Photo   

2/11/2016  
As we get older, we find that it becomes 
increasingly difficult to get families together for a 
photo. John Cruden managed to pull it off by 
gathering the entire family (scattered from Las 
Vegas to Loudoun County, Virginia and Old 
Town Alexandria, Virginia) to Rocky Mountain 
National Park in August. As the Assistant 
Attorney General for Environment and Natural 
Resources, he was able to pull some strings to 

take the grandkids camping in the back country to show off his outdoorsman skills with amazing 
food made over a camp fire. John gets to travel to lots of neat places with his new job, and 
Sharon joins him as much as possible between her other local activities (in and around Old 
Town, Alexandria) and family commitments. 



Photo: John & Sharon Cruden surrounded by daughters Heather and Kristen with their hubbies 
Scott and Travis and grandkids Lauren, Jonathan, Katelyn, and Ryan at Rocky Mountain 
National Park 
 

 
Liebs Had an Easier Time With a Family Photo   

2/11/2016  
It was not hard to figure out that Charlie Lieb 
got a slick fit-bit in 2015 because he opened his 
Holiday letter with, “We logged 57,000 air miles, 
7,000 nautical miles, and 11,000 land miles.” He 
was so attached to the device that he never took 
the elevator on the class mini-reunion Med 
Cruise. Other travel adventures included sailing 
the British Virgin Islands, cruising to Norway, 
attending a 75th Liberation Festival in the Czech 
Republic, champagning through France, NCAA Women’s Basketball tournaments, Packers 
home and away games, Janet’s high school reunion in Minneapolis, Charlie’s brother’s 
induction into the his High School’s Sports Hall of Fame, and the annual Lieb (for Charlie and 
his sons) golf tournament (2015 event held in New Mexico and involves posturing, trash talk, 
outlandish apparel, and a red plaid jacket that fits no one). You may think that the Liebs are 
never home. While they refer to their home in a suburb of Green Bay as a very expensive 
laundromat, remember it’s cold in Wisconsin. Their kids broke that code and moved California. 
Hence, the relaxed photo. 

Photo: Janet & Charlie Lieb relaxing while surrounded by Matthew& Nikki (Valentina on 
Janet’s lap), Brandon & Giovanna, and Kristin & Brad 
 

 
Cobeys Got the Whole Family, But…   

2/11/2016  
It had to happen sometime – and that would be 
2015. The photo of the ever-expanding Cobey 
clan had to split into three – sort of a big kid 
picture, little kid picture, and a “look who just 
showed up” (that would be Harold Cobey 
Sonduck). The good news is that everyone in the 
big kid photo is smiling and healthy– as is 
everyone in the other two photos, and they look 
great. The bad news is that the Notes program 

allows only two photos per headline and AOG normally requires a grad to be in every photo in 
Notes. If you want to see the entire clan, see the Class Notes Photo Album on our AOG web 
site. 

Photo: The big 2015 Cobey photo containing Natalae & Dawson Granade, Mary Lou Cobey, 
Sally &Margaret Granade, Chris, Whitney, and Al;ex Cobey, Mary Granade, Kate & Will 
Cobey, Elwood Cobey, Matt & Margaret Sanduck, Anna, Brian, George, Eve-Lyn & Lily 
Trumail 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Wallace Family Could Not be in One Place  
2/11/2016  
Peter Wallace explained that there was no photo 
of all the family at Christmas this year because 
his daughter and her family moved from Tampa 
to Atlanta because her husband was transferred 
there, and his son was transferred by the Army to 
Stuttgart, Germany. So, their photo of everyone 
(except for the son-in-law who was transferred to 
Atlanta and had to work) was taken during a 
Disney cruise which the grandkids loved. 

Photo: Barbara & Peter Wallace with kids Steve 
and Gwen and Steve’s bride, Rocky, along with 
grandkids Quentin(8), Matty(5), Alexandra(11), 
William(10), and Max(8) 
 

 
Dutch & Megan Hostler Also Could Not Get Everyone in One Place   

2/11/2016  
Since Dutch & Megan Hostler simultaneously 
sold their Connecticut manor, had a tax burden 
removed from their backs, and became homeless 
on the mainland, their travels have focused 
around the families of their two sons and 
Megan’s Nine Line disabled vet charitable 
activities. With older son’s PCS back to Tripler 
AMC, they get to see David’s & Jordanna’s kids 
more during the winter in Hawaii. As a Christmas 
present to Dutch’s mom, the Hawaiian Hostlers 
had professional photos taken of David’s & 

Jordanna’s three; however, the youngest would have none of it without his grandparents. To 
make things easier on his parents, Dutch & Megan’s younger son and his bride presented them 
with a new (their 5th) grandchild, Eleanor (Ellie) Lynn. Ellie decided that since both her brother 
and one of her cousins were born on 1/24, she should be too – thus making birthdays easier to 
remember. 

Photo: Dutch & Megan Hostler with three (Madeleine, Olivia, and James) of their five 
grandchildren 
 

 
Bob & Carol Shimp Continue to Travel the World   

2/11/2016  
Carol Shimp’s holiday poem was full of Bob’s & Carol’s adventures from sailing around 
Antarctica with penguins, seals, and whales, to Hawaiian helicopter rides, south of France river 
cruising, Argentina wine country vineyard owners meetings, and sunsets on the Costa del Sol in 
Spain. Although they also had time to entertain and host at home in Houston and visit with and 
deal with family in Florida and Oklahoma, photos of them were not a priority. 
 

 
Except for the Class Med Cruise, Jack & Bobbi Munson Stayed Stateside   

2/11/2016  
Jack & Bobbi Munson got a good coast-to-coast – see America first dose while mingling with 
family from Cape Cod (Jack’s family) to Tacoma (to visit and help their daughter and son-in-
law), and Arizona (Bobbi visited and sunned with her Mom) then back home to the beach in 



Delaware. Part of helping their daughter and son-in-law move from Tacoma to Washington, DC 
included driving one of their cars east for them. Along the way they saw, Mt St Helens, the 
Columbia Gorge, Yellowstone, the Little Big Horn Battlefield, the South Dakota Badlands 
(during the hottest days of the year), Minneapolis (for a baseball game), and the Great Lakes 
while mooching off of friends and relatives along the way. Don’t expect much visiting right now 
because Bobbi is in an “immobilizer” and on a walker while she mends a broken leg courtesy of 
an 80 pound frisky grand dog. 
 

 
Other Holiday Letter Bursts   

2/11/2016  
While Ralph & Florita Tildon played hurt in 2015, 
they still played and rejoice that they met 50 years 
ago this past October in front of Grant Hall and were 
married 47 years ago last December. They celebrated 
sharing four generations of family togetherness, and 
Ralph was elated at getting together at West Point 
with classmates at the Vietnam Memorial Wall 
replica display at Trophy Point, and with fellow 
Ranges from Vietnam days in Bloomington, 
Minnesota. Steve & Mary Frushour stayed close to 
their Silver Wings Ranch outside of Austin, where they are Home Owners Association officers. 
Steve continues his daily workouts for rehab and feeds 40+ deer twice a day, and Mary 
celebrates being a “Texas Master Naturalist.” While Fred & Nancy Hoblit are also playing 
hurt, Fred continues to curse his golf game but plays anyway. Bill Jeffries has been busy as 
usual leading ESI, Inc. and coaching executives on three continents on Innovation, Leadership, 
Culture Creation, the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator, EQ, and building high performance teams 
whether in business or the NFL. 

Photo: Ralph & Florita Tildon 
 

 
Greg Camp Promoted to President/COO   

2/11/2016  
In the last posting, Gordy Tillery reported on Greg Camp's concept for a Class memorial 
ceremony and ancillary events at the National Infantry Museum in Columbus, Georgia during 
19-21 October 2016. Since we will be conducting our 50th Reunion at West Point during our 
Affiliated Class of 2018 graduation, this 2016 event at the Infantry Museum will replace the 
normal 2018 Vietnam Memorial gathering. The October 2016 gathering at the Infantry Museum 
will be especially meaningful since Greg is stepping up after a unanimous vote to take the 
museum’s reins as President and COO from his job as Executive Vice-President and Chief 
Development Officer 
 

 
Russ Fuhrman Elected to Army Historical Foundation Board of Directors   

2/11/2016  
Last Christmas, Jerry Hansen put me onto the fact that Russ Fuhrman was nominated to the 
Army Historical Foundation Board of Directors. I put off posting Notes for so long that he is 
now an elected member – along with Larry Jordan. We all know that Russ is a registered 
Professional Engineer, retired in 2000 as Deputy Commanding General and Acting Chief of 
Engineers, and is a member of the National Academy of Construction. He also led the recent 
construction of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge – the only spot in the nation that dropped off the 10 
worst traffic bottlenecks list in the last 10 years. 
 

 



Sandy Cohn’s Book Released Early   
2/11/2016  
Last summer, Sandy Cohn reported that his latest book, The President's First Year, was 
scheduled by his publisher for release in mid-January, and Barnes & Noble, Books-a-Million, 
and most other bookstores listed it for that date; however, Amazon made it available before 
Christmas. Sandy found it interesting that a few online stores even advertised it as being 
available as a used book back then. In any event, the book is now very available – just in time 
for us to read about what to expect from the president that we will elect in November. 
 

 
Monte Anderson Also Has a New Book   

2/11/2016  
At the beginning of December, Monte Anderson announced the release of his third novel, The 
Register Cliff Rapist, published by Smashwords. It’s a multi-format e-book that can be ordered 
for any device at http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/588277. If you want to purchase his 
books from Apple or iTunes, use this link: https://itunes.apple.com/us/author/monte-r.-
anderson/id531892227?mt=11. If you want to purchase his e-books from Barnes and Noble for a 
Nook, use this link: 
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/Monte+R.+Anderson?_requestid=673496. If you want to 
purchase his e-books from Kobo, use this link: 
https://store.kobobooks.com/search?Query=Monte+R.+Anderson 
 

 
Fravels Head West   

2/11/2016  
With nothing else to do over the Thanksgiving to Christmas holidays, George & Cathy Fravel 
made the big move from a lifetime in the Philadelphia suburbs to Vancouver, Washington 
because (Duh!) their son’s and daughter’s families moved there earlier, put down roots, so that 
where the grandkids are. On the trip out, snow in the Rockies caused a major diversion – all the 
way to Las Cruces, NM and up through California. Their daughter said that this was the first 
time she ever heard of someone going motoring from Pennsylvania to Washington via almost to 
El Paso. Once George and Cathy arrived in Vancouver, they learned that snow, flat tires, 
electrical problems, and a bunch of other excuses delayed the movers in delivering furniture and 
clothing by almost a week which made ultimately sleeping in their own bed even better after 
sleeping on the floor for several days. Once everything was delivered, they made a new 
discovery – homes out west don’t have basements and attics like the ones in the Northeast. 
 

 
Stephen & Kitty Rodgers Pay Tribute to D-Day   

2/11/2016  
Kitty Rodgers sent a note and a couple of 
snapshots she took of Stephen last September in 
France.  They rented an apartment for two weeks 
that was about 15 minutes from Omaha Beach 
and toured all the battlefields and WWII sites that 
they could find during that time. 

Photo Left: Stephen Rodgers at Pegasus Bridge 
in Normandy 



 

They also managed to find time to visit Giverney, Chartres 
and Mont St. Michael, as well as spending time in Bayeux. 

Photo Right: Stephen Rodgers at the Ranger Memorial at 
Pont du Hoc, Normandy 

 

 
Tony & Ginger Mathews Also Visit France – and Then Some   

2/11/2016  
Tony & Ginger Mathews took a break from the 
rigors of Hilton Head to spend two weeks in 
France last fall – one week in Paris and the 
second touring the Normandy beaches, D-Day 
museums, and cemeteries.  As all classmates who 
have visited the area, Tony reflects that 
Normandy was a moving experience and 
something we should all experience They 
returned to the 
U.S. a week 
before the 
terrorist 

attacks in Paris. 

Photo Left: Tony & Ginger Mathews in Paris 

Tony also reported that his way of celebrating the year of his 
70th birthday was to complete the Dopey Challenge as part 
of the Disney World Marathon Weekend last January. The 
Dopey Challenge is 4 races (5K, 10K, half-marathon, 
marathon = 48.6 miles) run on 4 consecutive days to earn 6 
medals. Tony beat me to the punch by confirming, for those 
who attempt it, the name is appropriate – but perversely fun 
except for the 0530 start time of each race which reminded 
him of our earlier days. 

Photo Right: Tony Mathews with his Dopey medals 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Rick Wright Traveling for Pleasure  
2/11/2016  

Although he’s still working at the Institute for Defense 
Analyses, Rick Wright pushed off some home 
construction projects in 2015 to travel. The highlight 
was about a three week trip to India where Rick & Anne 
joined 14 others for an exclusive tour involving bus, air, 
train, and boat travel. Their accommodations ranged 
from a palace to a well-appointed tent camp. They saw 
New Delhi, Jaipur (the Pink City), Ranthambore 
National Park (for a tiger photo safari), Jhansi, 
Khajuroho, and Varanasi (the holiest Hindu city on the 
Ganges River). Rick told the guide that his only goal 
was to see the Taj Mahal in good weather (see photo). 

Photo Left: 
Rick & Anne 
Wright in 

good weather at the Taj Mahal 

Rick has also discovered that it’s fun to travel in the 
spring and fall when schools are in session and stay 
at Navy accommodations on beaches that the Army 
can only dream about. While Anne was on a river 
cruise in Europe, Rick flew to Japan to climb Mt 
Fuji, something he has wanted to do since he saw it 
while in Japan on business in 2001. While the 
weather was unpredictable at the time of year he 
went, it was perfect all the way up. He also spent 
some time in Tokyo sightseeing – an indulgence he 
had not been able to cash in on when traveling on business. 

Photo Right: Rich Wright on the trail about half way up Mt Fuji 
 

 

 



1968 Class Notes   

  
Record Number Attend DC Area Class Lunch   
12/2/2015  
Gordon Tillery reported that the DC Area Classmates had a record turnout at their lunch in late 
November: 32 classmates, including 1st timer Dave Ford. Guys showed up with more interest 
in socializing than eating. As lunch coincided with Chuck Giasson's birthday, everyone 
congratulated Chuck on getting old. Those who couldn’t make it, sent email “reasons”: Dave 
Ohle was in Columbus for Ohio State/Michigan State game, but reported that he was at West 
Point the previus week for the Leader’s Challenge for Affiliation Class of ’18. Larry Jordan, 
George Schoener, and Bob Stroud were also at West Point and gave an update on the 
leadership sessions. Chuck Hawkins was in Alaska until mid-November (where it was 
"snowing like crazy") and then on to South Korea & China, and back home by early December. 
John Keane had planned to attend, but cancelled due to some medical issues that preclude him 
from driving. Although Peter Hanson lives in the Northeast, he always considers taking the 
train down for lunch, but couldn’t make it this time. Ditto for Jerry Cobb in New Jersey.  

Terry Wong had an email from Andy Silverthorn, in Texas, wishing the DC gang well. Ralph 
Tuccillo rendered an interesting report on his trip to Normandy, accompanied by a superb tour 
guide. Ralph strongly suggests we add Normandy to the bucket list, and contact him for the 
name of the guide. Bill Nash asked for any inspiring thoughts on Army football. Lee Outlaw 
suggested "cut down on fumbles." Larry Jordan – who has met with the coach and observed 
practices and several games - reported the new focus on recruiting should pay off in a few years. 
He commented that the coaching attitude is good: focus, intensity, energy; but, current talent 
level of the Army team is not up to the competition. It’s a poor carpenter who blames his tools. 
The ’68 DC area quarterly event is slated for February 2016 – most likely dinner at the Army-
Navy Country Club thanks to Joe Guignon. Gordie was pleased to roll-out Greg Camp's 
concept for a Class memorial ceremony and ancillary events at the National Infantry Museum in 
Columbus, Georgia during 19-21 October 2016. Since we will be conducting our 50th Reunion 
at West Point during our Affiliated Class of 2018 graduation, this 2016 event at the Infantry 
Museum will replace the normal 2018 Vietnam Memorial gathering. While Henry Riser, Glen 
Hewitt, and Jess Gatlin volunteered to help handle NOK activities, George Schoener, Ralph 
Tildon, Dave Hatcher, and Gordon Tillery stepped up to help coordinate the overall operation 
.Over half of the attendees said that they will probably attend – stay tuned. This event in 
Columbus is not to be construed with Jerry Hansen’s effort to get “pavers” at the Army 
Museum at Fort Belvoir. 
 

 
Christopher (Acorn) Ohlinger Spreading Nuts Across America   

12/2/2015  
If you are not a Facebook “friend” of Chris 
Ohlinger, you have missed some hilarious 
commentaries of his adventures dating back to 
when he took his son, Mack (’15), out of high 
school to accompany him around the world. Now 
that Mack seems to be gainfully employed as a 
lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers, Chris is 
trying to keep himself busy by visiting classmates 
and points of interest around the US in a yellow 
Corvette. He brings with him not only a truckload 
of stories but a large bag of acorns and he 



attempts to plant one at each place he visits – ala Johnny Appleseed without the ability to make 
hard cider out of oak trees. 

Photo Left: Chris Ohlinger at the NASCAR Hall 
of Fame in Charlotte, NC 

There are other downsides -- the rangers at Little 
Roundtop at the Gettysburg Battlefield didn’t 
take too kindly to his idea. Planting did not work 
out here either because we’re already ankle deep 
in acorns all around the house. Since NASCAR 
had been one of Chris’ clients, we ventured to the 
NASCAR Hall of Fame in Charlotte and Chris 
pounced on treating us to a ride in a NASCAR 
simulator – only because Chris thought it said 
“stimulator.” Out of eight contestants, he and I 
came in seventh and eighth respectively. Of 
course, we had valid reasons for our standings – 
we were old and our cars didn’t have turn signals or horns. Chris still let me drive him home. 

Photo Right: Chris Ohlinger sporting Charlie Lieb’s Super Bowl Ring  
 

 
Liebs Shine as Green Bay Ambassadors   

12/2/2015  
In early November, we joined John & Margie 
Hedley in Charlotte to have brunch with Charlie 
& Janet Lieb, who flew in for the Green Bay vs. 
Panthers game. Although it had been only a 
month or so since we all saw each other last, 
there was still lots of news to share. 

Photo: Barbara & some goober tag-along, Janet & Charlie Lieb, and Margie & John Hedley at 
brunch prior to the Green Bay – Panthers game in Charlotte 

John & Margie had returned from Europe to New York with Ray & Mary Jane Rhodes on the 
Queen Mary 2 in time for the Hedleys to fly home and turn around to head back to New York 
for John to be inducted into his high school hall of fame.Charlie & Janet had come home from 
Venice to what they call a very expensive laundromat only to turn around and travel back to 
France for a week of Champaign tasting. After that jaunt, they returned to learn that their oldest 
son and his wife were going to make them grandparents for a second time and they are on the 
hook for the wedding of their daughter. Charlie celebrated by going out and recording his third 
hole in one. Of course, Charlie wore his Super Bowl ring that he was presented for being on the 
Packers’ Board. He was a consummate Green Bay emissary by not only taking it off to share 
with Panthers fans (who had never seen such an extraordinary crass mass of brass and glass) so 
they could take selfies with it, but also explaining the meaning of the ring’s design and why so 
many diamonds adorned the ring.  Charlie’s openness and approachability, coupled with Janet’s 
shyness might even have swayed some Panthers fans. 
 

 

 
 
 

 



Air Force Game At Least a Good Reason to Gather  
12/2/2015  
Thanks to Joe Henry for getting Army-Air Force 
tickets for the class and Les & Cynthia 
Kroenfeldt for hosting the post-game lament 
only made better by classmates who remember 
better days. While most everyone was happy to 
be at the game for fellowship and camaraderie, I 
didn’t hear much about the game – except from 
Vic & Pat Hiatt, Jim & Rene Orahood, and 
Gary & Patty Halstead. 

Photo Right: Proud papa Vic with Brian and Michael (AFA ’01) Hiatt at the Air Force Game 

They all have links to USAFA as well – the Hiatts have a 
son, Michael (USAFA ’01), and the Orahoods and Halsteads 
share a son/son-in-law (Jim II, USAFA ’93, married Kari) 
and grandson, Charlie (USAFA ’19). 

Photo Left: Charlie (AFA ’1 ) and proud grandpa Jim 
Orahood under the same B-52 that his Charlie’s father and 
Jim posed under 25 years ago 

 

 
Jim Locher Continues to Serve   

12/2/2015  
Gordon Tillery reported that he watched the 
Senate Armed Services Committee in mid-
November because Senator John McCain 
launched a review of DoD organization hinting at 
updating the 30 -year old Goldwater-Nichols 
Reform Act, and he invited Jim Locher (a 
primary author of G-N Reform Act) to testify to 
help focus that review. 

Photo: Jim Locher testifying before the SASC 

While currently living in Southern California, he continues to impact our nation's defense 
establishment as a Distinguished Senior Fellow at the Joint Special Operations. As part of his 16 
page prepared statement (http://www.armed-services.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Locher_11-10-
15.pdf) for the SASC, he stated: "The organizations in the Pentagon are not well matched to the 
external environment. This is not a modern organization at the Department of Defense. They 
have an outmoded approach and also some cultural obstacles. I would encourage the committee 
to take action in this area. The Pentagon is not going to reform itself." Gordie’s screen grab of 
Jim at the witness table contained the circled arrowhead indicating that there was a recording to 



play; however, the recording is not imbedded in this photo, but it does suggesting how Jim 
might look if he had a goatee. 
 

 
Chuck Vehlow Inducted into Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame   

12/2/2015  
The above blurb about Jim Locher was not missed by his 
friend, Chuck Vehlow, who has been leading the charge that 
keeps Jim’s nomination in play as a West Point Distinguished 
Graduate. Although Jim’s testimony occurred after the 
nominating suspense date, he and Tony Ambrose ensured 
word of his testimony got to the nominating committee.  Chuck 
has also been busy traveling for his late-October induction into 
the Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame based on his amazing 
career in the field of aviation and national security. 

Photo: Chuck Vehlow’s Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame 
poster 

 

 
More Classmate Literary Offerings in Time for Christmas   

12/2/2015  
If you haven’t shared Class Notes with members of 
your family, this might be a good time. The greatest 
(printable) complaint I get from our brides is that they 
rarely get to catch up on news from their friends via 
Notes. If you are interested in what our classmates are 
publishing, this might be a good time to share Notes 
with that hint. Monte Anderson has published seven 
books – fiction and nonfiction. His third novel, The 
Register Cliff Rapist, will be published on Dec 8, 
2015. Since it is an ebook, the price is very 
reasonable – and even more so for preorders. If you 
don’t want to preorder Monte’s book, please order it 
on December 8 so he can be a “best-selling author” 
for one hour or one day. His is discounting all of his 
other e-books by 25% until his latest novel is 
published. His novella, Angels and Gargoyles, is free and has been download over 1600 times. 
To preorder, go to http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/588277, or go to 
https://smashwords.com and search on Monte’s name for all of his books. 

Photo Right: Monte Anderson 



Gus Lee muses that if he earned a 1.89 in Juice 
and a 1.91 in Nukes, he thinks he merits a 0.52 or 
lower in Marketing. Smithsonian Books is 
publishing his latest offering – With Schwarzkopf 
– Life Lessons of The Bear – a leadership book 
more than a biography. The book, available 
through Amazon, reflects Gus’ more than 40-year 
relationship with Gen Schwarzkopf and passes 
his lessons on leadership and ethics along to 
readers. 

Photo Left: Gen Schwarzkopf and Gus Lee 
 

 
Free Games Offered By Lou Coatney   

12/2/2015  
Lou Coartney has a couple new free print-and-play boardgames on his CoatneyHistory 
webpage: NW Europe 1 44 (which includes D-Day, wherever the Allied player chooses to land) 
and Gegenangriff am Kasserine (reportedly fairly simple but a nail-biter for both sides, and it 
includes Rommel) at www.CoatneyHistory.com/Kasserine.htm. Lou is currently residing in 
Norway. 
 

 
An Alternative to the Class Med Cruise   

12/2/2015  
Bob Stroud offered to enlighten the members of 
the class about the alternate class cruise taken by 
the Bob & Eileen, Bub & Angela Younts, and 
Bill & Patty Marriott last October. This cruise 
was up the Danube from Budapest, through the 
Main-Danube Canal to Nuremberg. Some of the 
gang were more comfortable seeing shorelines on 
both sides of the boat. The Strouds and Younts 
flew into Frankfurt and drove to Budapest via 
Pilsen and Prague. Along the way Bub and Bob 
checked out some of the terrain that they never 
got to see while stationed in the FRG during 77-
81. 

Photo Right: Bub Younts and Bob Stroud 
remembering GDP briefings 

Bob thought that the photo of them in front of the 
Cheb sign ought to stir the memories of 
classmates stationed in VII Corps that paid 
attention in their GDP briefings. While it was 
great seeing the usual touristy sites, it was even 
more interesting talking to the Czechs and 
Hungarians about their experiences under their 
Communist regimes. It is sobering to remember 
that there was the possibility of a nuclear 

exchange among these countries. Bub and Bill were both of the opinion that they could have 
easily navigated their boat on the river at night under a poncho with a red lensed 
flashlight.  When that was mentioned to the cruise Captain, he didn't seem to get the idea – 



probably something was lost in the translation.  While the Marriotts continued on with other 
tours, the Strouds and Younts had a great trip home via Space A from Ramstein to Andrews 
aboard a C-17 rigged for medical evacuation. Thankfully most patients on the flight were 
ambulatory, but the obvious dedication and proficiency of the medical crew were awesome. 

Photo Left: Yountses, Strouds, and Marriotts on their European vacation 
 

 
Yet, Another Alternative to the Class Med Cruise   

12/2/2015  
While many of us were visiting or revisiting Europe, Andy & Betty 
Shaffer took a sunnier and more leisurely cruise to the Hawaiian 
Islands, Samoa, and French Polynesia. In Hawaii and on Oahu, they 
renewed their wedding vows that they took 45  years ago at the little 

chapel at Fort Derussy while Andy was 
on R&R. 

Photo Right: Andy & Betty Shaffer when 
they were wed at Ft Derussy 45  years 
ago  

This time might have been a little 
happier because of their 45 years of 
adventures together, knowing that Andy 
did not have to return to combat, and 
they had lots to look forward to in the 
short (crossing the equator, Halloween aboard ship, leaning to 
Tahitian hula, etc.) and long term. 

Photo Left: and last month at their renewal of vows at the same 
chapel 

 

 
Traveling Vietnam Memorial Wall Event at West Point   

12/2/2015  
Dale Hansen reported that the traveling Vietnam 
Memorial Wall replica was erected at our Alma 
Mater in late October and our class contributed to 
the success of the event both financially and 
personally. Eight members of our class 
volunteered to “staff” the Wall: Jim 
Bodenhamer, Dale Hansen, Tom Jewell, Lyle 
Pirnie, Ralph Tildon, Al Vitters, Terry Wildrick, and Pat Toffler. 

Photo: Tom Jewell, Jim Bodenhamer, Dale Hansen, and Ralph Tildon were some of the 
classmate volunteers at the Traveling Vietnam Memorial Wall” while it was at West Point 

Staffing the wall meant being available in 5 hour shifts to help visitors find names, explain our 
class’ role in the Vietnam War, greet visitors, and interact with classmates and graduates from 
other USMA Vietnam era classes supporting the event. A ninth classmate supporting the event 
was John Dodson, who gave yeoman’s service in helping to set up and dismantle the Wall and 
coordinating support from local civic organizations. Lyle Pirnie said that, "Volunteering at the 
Wall . . . (was) . . . a very worthwhile experience. In my view, the Wall has evolved into a 
cathartic way for people of all generations to help purge the shame of the national psyche which 



allowed returning vets to be castigated for performing honorable national service. It's impossible 
as a Vietnam veteran not to feel more respected as a result of having volunteered at the Wall.” 
Ralph related the moving confluence of light rain during the Chaplain's prayer immediately 
followed by beautiful rainbow north of Trophy Point. 
 

 
Bob Balog Revisits Vietnam   

12/2/2015  
When he left South Vietnam 44 years ago, Bob 
Balog promised himself that he would return one 
day to visit the country when it was free of war. 
Bob reflected that Northern I Corps was a 
beautiful area and the people were very nice 
(with the exception of some disgruntled NVA 
with whom he occasionally came into “contact”) 
so when his son suggested last year that they go 
there together, Bob jumped at the chance. 

Photo: Bob Balog with son, Robert Jr. at the 
entrance to Camp J.J.Carroll 

In October they spent a couple days in Hanoi and a weekend sailing Ha Long Bay before 
travelling around Danang, Hue and Quang Tri. He says that the country was even more beautiful 
than he remembered and the people just as nice. And, there was no occasion of things going 
bump in the night or day. Besides Hue and Phu Bai, they also visited Khe Sanh and Camp 
Carroll, where Bob had spent a few months during Lam Son 719. The Official Vietnamese 
narrative of the war differs dramatically from our own, but Bob said that it was good to be there 
and was moved to remember the courage of the Americans and many brave South Vietnamese 
Army soldiers who served. 
 

 
Dick Steiner Visits Daughter in Korea   

12/2/2015  
Dick Steiner sent a family photo taken in late October 
or early November of he and his older daughter in 
Korea. She graduated from Juilliard last year (she plays 
the viola), but has been teaching high school English in 
a Korean school. Dick’s other daughter is a senior 
(fourth year) at the University of Virginia. He is pleased 
with the response by classmates for voting for their 
favorite songs not already on reunion CDs. Dick 
promises that the CD for the 50th will be another good 
one and will include the top ten songs selected by our 
classmates. 

Photo: Dick and daughter Charlotte in Korea 

 

 

 
 
 

 



Classmates Continue to Participate in Army 10 Miler  
12/2/2015  

Jerry Hansen reported that Tom Vollrath led 
the pack for '68 again in the Army Ten Miler in 
early October, with an 8:22 min/mile average--
not too shabby for any age! Bill Mulvey didn't 
run this year, but he said he's done it something 
like 16 times in the past! Jerry ran with his son, 
who guards the House Intelligence Committee as 
a Capitol Policeman. They have run the Army 10 
Miler together for the last 5 years – (although 
they don’t always finish together). 

Photo: Paul and Jerry Hansen at the Army 10 
Miler 

 

 
B-2 Bulldog Company Reunion   

12/2/2015  
As promised in perhaps a weak moment at our 
45th reunion at West Point, Paul & Cindy 
Lovett hosted a Company B-2 reunion in mid-
September, at Rehoboth Beach, Delaware. This 
was the first time since graduation that the 
Bulldogs assembled as a group. Besides the 
hosts, attendees included Greg Camp, Steve & Pat Donohue, Mike & Nancy Einbinder, 
Dave Ford, John & Gayle Frinak, Gary & Patti Halstead, Dale & Joyce Hansen, Steve & 
Sherry Harper, Jeff & Chris House, Don & Louanne Johnson, Larry & Nannette Jordan, 
Ronnie Jo & Harriet Lane, Lou & Cindy Schlipper, Mike & Anne Sheaffer, Jack & Ruth 
Swaney, Al & Kathy Vitters, and Gary & Gloria Yoshizumi  

In between a gracious welcome dinner and 
farewell breakfast at the Lovetts’ home (and lots 
of other eating and imbibing), the group 
completed a bicycle ride, struggled through a 
scavenger hunt, enjoyed a canal boat ride, 
celebrated Sherry Harper’s birthday, braved the 

sand beach, and remembered those company classmates who are no longer with us. Lou 
Schlipper presented a slide show of information he had assembled for the grandson of Lou 
(John) Speidel, the only B-2 classmate killed in action in Vietnam. Mike Sheaffer sent along a 
couple of group photos of the guys and their brides in no particular order – and with possible 
wringers. The best way to tell is to get out your 68 Howitzer, call up these photos on our AOG 
Class Notes website, and play “Where’s Waldo.” 

Photo: B-2 Bulldog Company Reunion group photo: l to r (kneeling or sitting) Louanne 
Johnson, Cindy & Paul Lovett, Mike Sheaffer, Gloria Yoshizumi; (standing) Don Johnson, Jeff 
& Christine House, Greg Camp, Kathy & Al Vitters, Steve & Sherry Harper, Nanette Jordan, 
Patti & Gary Halstead. Larry Jordan, Dave Ford, Joyce Hansen, Anne Sheaffer (directly behind 
Joyce and only part of head showing), Ruth & Jack Swaney, Dale Hansen, Cindy Schlipper, 
Steve Donohue (directly behind Cindy Schlipper and barely visible with hat), Lou Schlipper, 
Gary Yoshizumi, Nancy Einbinder, John Frinak, Ronnie & Harriet Lane, Mike Einbinder, and 
Pat Donohue 
 



Gregors Try to Bring Culture to Gerards   
11/6/2015  
In late October, Hank & Maggie Gregor 
ventured down from Boone, NC to expose 
Barbara and me to some out late culture in 
Charlotte – a Tony Bennet concert at which Tony 
showed that he could stay up later than we could.  

Photo Right: Hank, Maggie, and Alex Gregor at 
the Mariner's Museum. after docking that merchant ship and ready to splice the mainsail brace 
(see Annapolis friends for explanation 

While with us, it addition to introducing us to 
Rhiannon Giddens (a follow-on to Patsy Cline 
and Alison Krauss), they also recounted their 
adventures in Amsterdam with their son and 
daughter. While they used the trip as a reason to 
visit their newly graduated daughter with a new 
job, I believe that it was really a cover to get 
some sun and exercise. 

Photo Left: Lucy, Alex, Maggie & Hank Gregor cycling in Holland 
 

 
Range Time for Rangers Hensler and Hansen   

11/6/2015  
Bob Hensler reported that Mark Hansen 
dropped by Bob’s gun club in Colorado Springs 
to do some final prep for an elk hunt that Mark 
and a ’66 grad (and fellow retired radiologist) 
would venture out in NW Colorado after he left 
Bob in mid-October. Bob had invited Mark to 
stop by and do some tune up shooting plus share 
20 years of “aw shucks” lessons about elk 
hunting in Colorado. 

Photo: Rangers Hansen and Hensler keeping basic skills honed 

They indeed fired up the grid square resurrecting those ancient marksmanship skills long 
dormant after becoming a doc. Bob assured Mark that he was up to the task as evidenced by 
creating ragged holes in the target. Evenings found them dining on great food, laughing a lot, 
and killing extraneous brain cells. Since Bob was placed on “injured reserve” following some 
lumbar reconstruction this past June, he missed his hunt this fall, Mark’s visit more than made 
up for it. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Class Daughter is Third Woman to Earn Ranger Tab  
11/6/2015  

During our time in the Army, we were called 
upon to support societal issue implementation. 
Lately, there has been discussion regarding who 
should be leading our troops in combat and, 
although we have for the most part not been 
consulted, we have still contributed. There is no 
doubt that those who were directed to have 
women go through Ranger School we astute 
enough to pick only the very best because Ranger 
School slots are limited, hard to come by, and 
should be allocated to only those who will be part 
of Special Operations implementation. 

Photo: Suzanne & Bill Peplinski 

Those who were directed chose Academy graduates, and those selected made our alma mater 
and us proud. One, the third female to earn a Ranger Tab, was Lisa Jaster (’00), commissioned 
in Corps of Engineers, is 37, a married (to a Force Recon Marine Reservist) mother of two 
young children, is currently in the reserves (a Project Engineer for Shell Oil as a civilian) and is 
the daughter of classmate Bill Peplinski. She and her husband each served three combat tours in 
Iraq, Afghanistan and an unaccompanied tour in Korea. Bill describes his daughter as extremely 
active physically, a licensed Physical Trainer, runs Triathlons, does the Iron Man Competition, 
has competed in body building, and likes to hunt and fish. Bill lives in Appleton, Wisconsin. 
 

 
Sandy Cohn in Sick Ranks   

11/6/2015  
Kathy Cohn dropped an email to inform us that Sandy had quintuple bypass open heart surgery 
at the beginning of October in Portland, Oregon. She said that he approached the operation with 
the same strength and resoluteness that has been his hallmark over their 43 years of marriage 
and continues now as he works through his recovery with determination and humor despite the 
various obstacles that have arisen. Hours into the surgery, a doctor came out to tell Kathy and 
Sandy’s brothers that they had been unable to stop the bleeding, and he ended by crossing his 
fingers – not exactly the reassurance they were expecting. By the end of the surgery, he had lost 
half his blood. Although his recovery has been difficult, Sandy & Kathy are looking forward to 
returning to the east coast in November to their family and friends, and romping on the floor 
with the little ones. Got to love modern medicine. 
 

 
“West Point Four” Invades Memphis   

11/6/2015  
For the 15th straight year, the “West Point Four” 
(as they have become known internationally over 
the years) – Jim Thome, Mike Hart, Jim Kelley 
and Bob Sweeney – and their lovely brides: Pat 
Thome, Janean Hart, Kathy Kelley and Ann 
Sweeney – got together again for their Annual 
Fall Mini-Reunion – this time in Memphis, TN. 
Unfortunately, Ann could not make this trip 
because she was busy caring for her ailing older 
sister.  Highlights of the visit were a Riverboat 
Ride up the Mississippi, a glimpse of the world 



famous Peabody Ducks at the Peabody Hotel and, of course, a visit to Graceland. Elvis had 
gotten a heads up that the West Point Four were coming, so (unfortunately) he had left the 
building. As usual, there were lots of stories, some true, some maybe not so much, and plenty of 
laughs – needless to say, everyone had a fabulous time due to Memphis Barbeque, adult 
beverages, group history, and shared comradery with great friends and classmates. Their 
gathering next year will be Portland, Oregon. 

Photo: Jim & Kathy Kelley, Mike & Janean Hart, Bob Sweeney, and Pat & Jim Thome yucking 
it up at Graceland 
 

 
Tillerys Celebrate Wedding   

11/6/2015  
While many of the class were cruising the Med, 
Gordie & Elsie Tillery were in Chicago 
participating in and celebrating the wedding of 
their youngest daughter, Allison. Classmate 
Jerry Cobb and his lovely bride Kathy also 
attended as they have attended the weddings of 
all three of the Tillery daughters. 

Photo Left: Gordie Tillery dancing with youngest 
daughter Allison and her wedding 

Allison followed family tradition and cut her 
wedding cake with Gordie’s cadet saber – as did 
Gordie & Elsie at their wedding 46 years ago, 
and their other two daughters at their weddings. 
Allison and new son-in-law Matt are 
honeymooning in Japan. 

Photo Right: Tillery family: grandson Luke, 
daughter Megan, Gordon & Elsie, Allison & 
Matt, daughter Stephanie, son-in-law Jeff, 
grandchildren Natalie and Matthew at Allison’s 
and Matt’s wedding 
 

 
Nagy Family Participates in Army Ten-Miler   

11/6/2015  
Since he kinda-sorta retired, Sue Nagy tasked 
Ross to pick up the slack by letting us know that 
the Nagy immediate and extended family not 
only participated in this year’s Army Ten-Miler 
but in previous races as well. In addition to Ross, 
other family participants included Ross’ and 
Sue’s three daughters – Kim, Shelley, and Robyn 
– and Kim’s and Robyn’s husbands – Paul 
(USNA ‘90, and Jay (an LT in the Portsmouth, 

VA Fire Dept). Ross also forwarded a photo of the group taken before the run – not after (which 
would have been a much different pose). They all finished at their respective pace although the 
girls made sure dad didn’t pass out. Ross felt much better after this race than his previous 
outings as evidenced by the fact that he did not have to walk down stairs backward for two days. 



Ross also reported that he received an email from Jerry Hansen saying this was the sixth year 
for him to run. 

Photo: Ross Nagy flanked by his daughters and their hubbies prior to this year’s Army Ten-
Miler 
 

 
Merriams Crash at Hedleys’   

11/6/2015  
During one of their periodic trips to visit kids and 
grandkids further north, Jock & Malena 
Merriam did an overnight with John & Margie 
Hedley in mid-October so they could see John’s 
Welcome Home Veterans coffee shop. The have 
discovered that getting off the I-95 tread mill is a 
far more enjoyable and scenic drive from Florida 
to Maryland and Rhode Island. 

Photo: Jock & Malena Merriam with Margie & John Hedley at Richard’s Coffee Shop in 
Mooresville, NC 
 

 
Start of Med Cruise in Barcelona   

11/6/2015  
The Med cruise that John & Margie Hedley put 
together for the class and our friends started in 
Barcelona, Spain. It was a great place to unwind 
and tour between a flight from the States and 
beginning to drink from a cultural firehose. While 
most of us flew in a day or two prior to ship 

embarkation to ensure our baggage would catch up, we did not all stay at the same hotel. 
Further, while most chose one of the many Princess Cruise Line approved hotels, there were 
some recalcitrant who chose to immerse ourselves in the local culture. That would be Charlie & 
Janet Lieb, Dave & Susan Ohle, Henry & Karen Riser, Dick & Kathy Shipley, and the tag-
along Gerards…  

Photo Left: Susan & Dave Ohle, Orca & Barbara Gerard, Henry & Karen Riser, Charlie & 
Janet Lieb, and Kathy & Dick Shipley during a subdued moment in Barcelona 

They chose a “boutique” (read: quirky place you 
would have chosen in the 70s) that offered 
complementary wine and beer on tap… Since Susan 
Ohle taught high school Spanish and had sponsored a 
number of school trips to Barcelona, we all had our 
own private interpreter and tour guide. Tapas were 
on each evening’s menu. Right off the bat, Henry 
Riser claimed the largest number of roommates on 
this outing – Charlie, Dave, Karen, and Bill Grogan 
(if you count bunk mates at Buckner. Because I am 
limited to only two photos per headline, go to 1 68 
Class Notes Photo Album on our AOG Class Notes web site to see way more photos. 

Photo Right: Charlie & Janet Lieb with Henry Riser and Kathy Shipley after they found the beer 
and wine taps 
 



Boarding the Princess Cruise Line Island Princess for our Med Cruise   
11/6/2015  

Once we boarded our ship, John Hedley 
arraigned for us to meet at one of the local bars to 
start things off like any other of our reunions. 
Things degenerated pretty fast. We found out that 
many of our classmates who had been stationed 
in Europe in another life, did not go directly to 

Barcelona but visited old haunts that would not be covered on the cruise. Fred & Sally 
Shahid’s travels included a river cruise down the Danube. 

Photo Left: With Chuck Jones in the background, Jack Munson, Joe Henry, and Charlie Lieb 
find lots in common at the class cruise initial meeting 

They flew into Prague, and spent three nights 
there before boarding the ship for the trip down 
river. They had stops in Passau, Melk, Krems, 
Bratislava, Vienna and Budapest. After that 
cruise, they spent a night in Budapest and had to 
hire a car to take them back to Vienna because of 
the refugee problems at the train station. They 
then spent a couple of nights in Vienna and attended opening night at theVienna Opera House. 
Fred & Mary Johnson went to Berlin where Fred carefully picked his old haunts that he cared 
to share 

Photo Right: Fred Shahid, Mary Jane Rhodes, Clare Barkovic, Sally Shahid, and Bill Barkovic 
(’71) react to John Hedley’scruise description 
 

 
Touring Europe With Classmates   

11/6/2015  
Most classmates and cruising friends agreed that the 
touring Europe by ship included drinking from an 
artistic and historic fire hose. 

Photo Left: Ray Rhodes, John Hedley, Jim Swinney, 
and Dave Ohle at Pisa 

Some also admitted that 
they had nodded off way 
too often during Western 

Civ classes while cadets or that they are yielding to forgetfulness. All 
agreed that we learned stuff regarding BC, AD, Dark Ages, and 
Renascence. 

Photo Right: Dick & Kathy Shipley at the Acropolis in Athens 

 

 

 



More Touring Europe With Classmates   
11/6/2015  

 

 Photo Right: Linda & Jim Craig on the Isle of Capri 

Photo Left: Mary & Fred Johnson at the Spanish Steps in Rome 
 

 
Classmates Always Take Time to Rest at Lunch   

11/6/2015  
When you’re touring with a few thousand of your 
closest friends, classmates on the Med cruise 
always were happy to take a break at lunch and 
review what they had endured/learned. 

Photo Left: Bobbi & Jack Munson enjoying lunch 
in Istanbul 

There was much to remember, laugh about, 
learn, and eat. Sometimes, exotic was not 
the way to go… 

Photo Right: The Scribe going exotic at 
lunch on Mykonos while his bride tries to 
shrug it (and him) off 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Some Opted For a Li uid Lunch  
11/6/2015  

 

Photo Left: After Lucile & Jim Swinney saw Gerard eat a squid, they opted for something a little 
lighter 

Photo Right: John & Margie Hedley had so much fun wine tasting in Tuscany, they bought most 
of the winery 
 

 
Lots To Do On Board During “At Sea” Days   

11/6/2015  
When not out touring on excursions, was were 
lots to do on board the ship during rare “At Sea” 
days. When not on the prowl for empty working 
washing machines, we could see how the ship 
operated. 

Photo: Dave Ohle, Charlie Lieb, Mike Fellows, 
Carla Henry, and Susan & Jerry Holderness 
seeing why the Island Princess produces better 
meals than the Cadet Mess 

 

 
Also Lots To Do During Nights At Sea   

11/6/2015  
After dinner during most evenings, you could 
find classmates, brides, and friends in the many 
lounges dancing or laughing at some of us 
dancing. Fred & Sally Shahid, Joe & Carla 
Henry, Mike & Becky Fellows, and Jim & 
Linda Craig would have made Mrs. Holland 
proud by the way they danced and carried on. 

Photo Right: Margie Hedley and Fred & Sally 
Shahid have fun critiquing the way some of us 
tried to dance 



The rest of us exhibited the grace and poise of a 
squirrel crossing a road. 

Photo Left: Joe & Carla Henry about to take to the 
dance floor 

 

 
Some Classmates Clean Up Well, But…   

11/6/2015  
There were a couple of formal nights during the Med 
cruise at which classmates, their brides and friends 
took full advantage.  While many agreed that the 
transition from uniform as for excursion to tux 
reminded them of Buckner days, they demonstrated 
that those days were not so long ago. 

Photo Right: Jim Swinney, Bill Barkovic (’71), Ray 
Rhodes, Fred Shahid, and Ken Hauck in the Hedley 
Suite when some sanity remained 

During one pre-gathering in the Hedleys’ suite, 
combat arms training reared its horrid head as 
PLFs were demonstrated to the brides. 

Photo Left: Same group (minus Ken Hauck) after 
they decided to go off of their meds 

 

 
Other Classmates Stay On Their Meds   

11/6/2015  

While one group prepared to show their brides what 
shower formations were like, other’s stayed on their 

meds and enjoyed a more subdued formal night. 

Photo Left: Chuck & Gayle Jones enjoying a formal night 

Photo Right: Fred & Mary Johnson on their way to supper 
 



Regardless of Attire, There Is Always Food   
11/6/2015  
As hard as we tried, as far as we walked, as much as 
we checked our fitbits, or as many times as we walked 
by the gym, the meals kept coming and the calories 
kept doing their magic. John Hedley had arranged for 
us all to eat together at the supper meal, and that was 
another time that we could catch up on our lives or 
each day’s events. 

Photo Right: Sandy & Bill Grogan 

We learned that although Bill Grogan remains in 
Richmond, Virginia as an attorney, he is delving in 
dominion politics and added to our calorie count by 
passing out “Grogan for Assemblyman” mints. 
Mike & Beck Fellows are seasoned and 
adventurous travelers, and while they enjoyed re-
visiting old haunts in Europe from Army days, they 
were looking forward to returning to Colorado and 
getting back into their philanthropic community 
activities. 

Photo Left: Lorraine DesJardien (Rich’s widow) with Becky & Mike Fellows toward the end of 
our cruise 
 

 
Med Cruise Wrap-up   

11/6/2015  
Toward the end of the cruise, we decided that we 
ought to gather one more time to make a record of the 
Mediterranean/European adventure we had 
experienced – a procedure not unlike herding cats. For 
the most part, we got most everyone together – 
classmates, brides, two class widows, one ex-Vietnam 
commander and his family, a professional colleague, 
and a friend we made during our Ireland trip last year 
who had so much fun then that she wanted to join us 
again. 

Photo Right: 2015 Class Med Cruise Group 

Yeah, I know – the group photos are so small that 
you can’t recognize anyone even with a 
magnifying glass. Fortunately, the photos also 
appear in the 1 68 Class Notes Photo Album on 
our AOG Class Notes web site where you can 
open them to full enough size you can see lots of 

blood-shot eyes. There are also many other photos taken on the cruise that are not shown in 
these Notes. While those who participated are now back and coming to grips with a routine of 
cooking and cleaning for ourselves, they are fighting off the feeling that getting older is really 
coming at a bad time. Photo Left: Just a bunch of happy classmates clogging up a stairway 
 

 

 



1968 Class Notes   

 
More Classmate Short Term Alaskan Memory  

 

9/19/2017  
In this most recent set of notes, I posted of the 
short term memory of Allan Crecelius & 
Sandy Comrie. Well some others have come 
forward, George & Cathy Fravel also 
remembered that they too took a great land-sea 
tour in Alaska about the same time. 

Photo: Cathy & George Fravel also at the 
Sawyer Glacier about the same time as Allan & 
Sand 

 

 
McConnells Survive Pres Miller  

 

9/15/2017  
While back east with West 
Point and Affiliation stuff, 
Pres Miller stopped off in 
Chattanooga to watch and 
support a triathlon and visit 
and sponge off of Tom & 
Brenda McConnell around 
Labor Day. Before arriving 
in Chattanooga, Pres got a 
message from Tom about a 
water leak affecting the 
ceiling of the guest bedroom. Upon arriving at their home, Brenda showed Pres the room with a 
large hole in the ceiling about the size of a king size bed. Pres quickly retreated to the 
Downtown Marriott. In a very kind gesture, the McConnells picked Pres up the next night for 
dinner in a rooftop club in downtown Chattanooga, which gave Pres an impressive view of the 
city along with an amazing meal and more than a few adult beverages. The McConnells are 
doing great and all is well in 'nooga! Pres returned home Monday with a slight headache and 
only a mild southern twang. 

Photo: Tom & Brenda McConnell flanking Pres Miller after only a few sips of their first 
cocktail at a club in Chattanooga 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Andy & Betty Shaffer Attend Ceremony To Name School for GEN Tommy Franks  
9/15/2017  

Andy Shaffer dropped an email to share 
that he and his bride, Betty, attended a 
dedication ceremony for a Midland 
elementary school to be renamed for GEN 
Tommy Franks – an adopted son of 
Midland, Texas. GEN Franks was born in 
Oklahoma, but he got to Midland as fast as 
he could and graduated from one of the 
local high schools there one year ahead of 
First Lady Laura Bush. During the 
ceremony, he said, “"Midland, Texas is the 
American dream." After the ceremony, 

Andy & Betty attended a private luncheon with the General and his family where they learned 
just how funny he can be – especially after hearing that the school named for him was the 
former Crockett Elementary, which was closed at the end of the last school year after remaining 
on the ”Improvement Required” list for six years... 

Photo: Andy & Betty Shaffer with GEN Tommy Franks 
 

 
Goodells Host Companymates for Solar Eclipse and Society Luncheon  

 

9/15/2017  
Rick & Pat Goodell invited Pete 
& Cathy Swan, Ralph & Linda 
D’Alessandro and Jack & Bobbi 
Munson to join them for the solar 
eclipse at their home in Portland 
where they experienced a 99.4% 
coverage of the sun. Unfortunately, 
the Munsons could not attend; 
however everyone else reported a 
spectacular experience. The next 
day the West Point Society of 
Oregon hosted (retired) Senator Bob Packwood as the luncheon speaker. Rick’s connection with 
Senator Packwood is through Bobbi Munson, and the Senator entertained attendees with some 
colorful stories from his time in office. After that, Pete and Cathy left for a conference on Space 
Elevators in Seattle and Ralph & Linda went to visit Ralph's son in Bend, OR. 

Photo: Rick Goodell, Ralph D’Alessandro, Senator Packwood, and Pete Swan at a WPSOC 
meeting in Portland, Oregon 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Report on Colorado Classmate Annual Gathering  
9/15/2017  

It befell on Larry Stevenson to report on 
the annual classmate gathering in 
Colorado. This noble group of Colorado 
"front range" classmates, in addition to a 
monthly lunch held at one of Colorado 
Springs' premier saloons, also holds an 
annual picnic which took place in late 
August. 

Photo Left: L-R: Lynn Cianco (Robbie 
Robinson's fiancé'), Grace Orahood 
(Gary & Patti's granddaughter and 
USAFA sophomore; and yes, her other 
grandparents are "those" Orahood's), 

Patti Halstead, Mike Billingsley, Gary Halstead, Grace's USAFA roommate, Natasha, and 
Robbie Robinson linger over what looks to be a great dessert 

Both because of its 
central location, and 
to get a free 
reservation at a nice 
picnic grounds 
maintained at Air 
Force expense, they 
assemble almost 
every year at the Air 
Force Academy. 
Their attendance was 
down a bit this year, 
but all attending enjoyed great weather, great food, something close to true war stories, and of 
course, great kinship. 

Photo Right: L-R: Janean and Mike Hart, Larry & Cheryl Stevenson, Gayle and Chuck Jones, 
Joe Henry, and Diane Billingsley at the Class’ annual Colorado picnic 
 

 
Jim Craig Requests Colorado Classmates to Exercise 2nd Amendment Rights  

 

9/15/2017  
Ralph Tildon was the first to alert us that, after 41 
years of dealing with cancer, Jim Craig entered 
hospice care in his Colorado home in mid-August. 
Despite this ongoing heroic clash that he endures, he 
took on the mission of our class 50-Year Affiliation 
Program plaques – a daunting task and he did it with 
much grace and professionalism. When Paul Baerman 
and Chuck Canella visited him, they asked if he 
needed anything. Jim responded that he would like to 
shoot his new Class commemorative Kimber hand gun 
that he had not had a chance to do yet. So, Bob 
Hensler and Chuck took Jim out to Bob’s gun club 
and let him bang away. 



Photo Left: Jim Craig being coached by Bob Hensler while Jim shoots his class pistol 

Bob reported that it was an incredibly fun time for 
all. Bob and Chuck took him through a sequence of 
dry firing to rejuvenate skills not used for 30 years 
according to Jim – then, they went live. From one 
of the pics, you can see that Jim did quite well 
given the circumstances. He mentioned that he was 
pretty rusty, which Chuck replied with "Jim, you’er 
sandbagging us..." Given that the Kimber is a tad 
smaller than a full house 1911 but chambers in 
same .45 ACP cartridge, it has a bit of muzzle flip, 
which Jim controlled well. Only Jim could make a 
guns and hunting enthusiast like Bob into an even 
more fired up zealot. 

Photo Right: Chuck Canella, Jim Craig, and Bob 
Hensler celebrate Jim’s tight shot group 
 

 
Classmates Participate in Affiliation Class Ring Presentation  

 

9/15/2017  
These days, Firsties 
receive their rings en 
masse in a ceremony on 
The Plain from their TAC 
NCOs. They also seem to 
uniformly wear their 
rings on their saluting 
hands – a real taboo in 
earlier days. This year, 
since the Cadets receiving 
their rings was our 50 

year Affiliation Class, our class was represented at the ceremony by Class President Dutch 
Hostler, Dale Hansen, Claude Johnson, Tom Jewell, John (Tony) Dodson, Steve Frushour, 
and Pat Toffler. 

Photo Left: Dale Hansen, Dutch Hostler, Claude 
Johnson, and Tom Jewell comparing their crass mass 
of brass and glass with members of the Class of 2018 

Many Cadets took advantage of the venue of the open 
air ceremony by culminating the event with some fine 
cigars. The Cadets still wear the all-white Uniform 
India. Dutch & Megan and Dale & Joyce attended 
the Ring Banquet as official guests representing the 
class. At the Ring Banquet, Dutch presented Two-
Ring prints to the 2018 Class President, Ring & Crest 
Committee Chairman and First Captain. 

Photo Right: Tom Jewell donating his ring to the 
Ring Melt made him enough of a celebrity to get his 
picture taken with First Captain Simone Askew 
 

  



Classmates Participate in USMA Leadership Activities  
9/15/2017  

After the March Back and Acceptance Parade, AOG 
sponsored the annual 1967 Leadership Conference in 
conjunction with a Military Academy Liaison Officer and 
Field Force Conference which brought lots of classmates 
together. Larry Jordan, of course, in his capacity as AOG 
Board Chairman, not only attended both events but was 
also an officiator for the dedication of Davis Barracks 
(located at the site of Bldg 720, USCC S4, and the “All 
Over Bush”). Bob Alexander and Jim Kimball were 
there representing their respective local West Point 
Societies. 

Photo Left: Larry Jordan and Jim Altemose being 
“Western” at AOG’s Herbert Hall 

Bob has been President of the Hampton Roads, Southeast Virginia Society for the past five 
years and Jim isn’t too far 
behind with his Chattanooga 
Chapter. The Military 
Academy Liaison Officer 
admissions instruction event 
brought Dale Hansen and Jim 
Altemose in from their 
respective areas. Everyone met 
at the rear of Herbert Hall 
where the AOG sponsored a 
joint event with a Western 
theme which must have been something to see. Larry, Bob, and Jim joined Ralph & Florita 
Tildon at the Dedication of the new Davis Barracks. 

Photo Left: Jim Kimball, Larry Jordan, Florita & Ralph Tildon, and Bob Alexander at the 
dedication of Davis Barracks 
 

 
The 2017 March Back – and More -- According to Dutch Hostler  

 

9/15/2017  
Dutch Hostler has had a pretty 
intense summer. A couple of months 
ago, his sister passed away 
unexpectedly leaving their 94 year 
old mother alone in New Jersey 
which necessitated Dutch to leave 
Hawaii as ground was finally being 
broken for his and Megan’s 
retirement home. While Dutch was 
seeing to his sister’s estate and 
relocating and settling his mother, 

Megan kept him informed of construction progress with periodic photos of construction 
progress and a whimpering contractor. Dutch took a break from family matters to participate in 
the March Back. Since he is still on the mend from hip surgery, he took the stroll in from the Ski 
Sloop. 



Photo Left: #11 -- All 16 classmate March Back participants: Front Row: Craig Carson Tom 
Kurkjian, Craig O’Connor, Dutch Hostler, Jerry Holderness, and Jim Carman; Back Row: 
Tony Ambrose, Jim Tallman, Dale Hansen, Jock Merriam, Bob Lower, Doug McKenna, Dave 
Martin, Skip Greeby, Terry Wildrick, and Pres Miller 

Later that week, he represented the Class at WPAOG’s annual 
Leaders’ Conference. During the conference, he presented the 
Two-Ring prints to the AOG on behalf of the Class. He also 
represented the Class at the Acceptance Parade at the end of that 
week before returning to South Jersey and family matters and 
prior to returning to West Point for Ring festivities and 
accompanying Megan back to Hawaii. He still has much to do in 
connection with family affairs in New Jersey, but hopes to 
remain in Hawaii for a few weeks before they return to the 
mainland for the class Queen Mary 2 fall foliage cruise. 
Following the cruise, they both plan to spend some more time in 
New Jersey. 

Photo Right: Megan & Dutch Hostler on their way to the Ring Banquet 
 

 
The 2017 March Back According to Skip Greeby  

 

9/15/2017  
Skip Greeby was more verbally expressive than 
most March Back contributors. While he slipped 
in a photo of a sign leading onto Flirty that 
seems appropriate for our age group, he also 
reflected that 72 classmates joined the March-
Back with our 50-year affiliation class when 
they were plebes three years ago. This year, they 
were Firsties leading the new USMA 21 plebes. 
How quickly those three years went by. This 
year, 16 classmates – most from the march three 
years ago – felt that the march-back represented 
somewhat of a closure. 

Photo Left: Dale Hansen and Skip Greeby 
after the carbo loading meal prior to the 
March Back with Jim Tallman in the 
background 

While he was seen in most photos in the 
proximity of Tom Kurkjian, he was quick to 
note that E2 was the best represented company 
with Skip and Jock Merriam. He also 
mentioned that E2/G2 will meet in 
Williamsburg, Virginia on October 20 for its 
second company reunion. Last year, Jock & 
Malena hosted the event in Palm Beach, 
Florida, and this year will be hosted by Harry & Mary Bennett. Since F2 and B2 are leading 
the way with company reunions, at least E2/G2 can be at the head of the late ranks. 

Photo Right: Terry Wildrick, Jerry Holderness, Tom Kurkjian, and Skip Greeby forming and 
yukking it up at the Ski Slope 
 



The 2017 March Back According to Craig Carson   
9/14/2017  

Craig Carson’s photos were more of 
individuals in a rugged setting and included a 
few New Cadets. Although he was pretty 
good at identifying classmates, I had to 
consult with the attendance roster supplied by 
Pres Miller and guidance from Dutch 
Hostler on close calls. 

Photo Left: Craig Carson with two New 
Cadets from the platoon he walked with 

While Craig’s photos leave little 
doubt that he made the “long” 
march, there does not appear to be 
any perspiration stains on either 
group of marchers. 

Photo Right: Craig Carson, Craig 
O’Connor, Tony Ambrose, and 
Pres Miller coming on the trail at 
the Ski Slope 
 

 
The 2017 March Back According to Pres Miller  

 

9/14/2017  
Pres Miller was the first to report on 
the 2017 March back with – instead of 
thousands of words – a bunch of 
photos and not too many words. 

Photo Left: Dave Martin, Craig 
Carson, Tony Ambrose, Craig 
O’Connor, Terry Wildrick, Doug 
McKenna, Pres Miller, Dale Hansen, 

and Bob Lower at the oh dark hundred Buckner breakfast prior to the March Back 

He still does the “long” march – cross country from Buckner back to USMA main post – like so 
many that Dutch Hostler 
initiated back when grads 
began being allowed to trek 
with the New Cadets. Others 
do it for the breakfast of things 
that their brides won’t let them 
eat at home anymore. 

Photo Right: Pres Miller, Dale 
Hansen, Jim Carmen, Doug 
McKenna, Craig O’Connor, 
Dave Martin, Jock Merriam, 
Dutch Hostler, Skip Greeby, 
Tom Kurkjian, Jim Tallman, Jerry Holderness, Terry Wildrick, and Craig Carson having way 
too much fun at the Ski Slope 
 



Allan Crecelius Joins the Hedleys in Alaska Late Ranks   
9/14/2017  

In the last set of Notes, I reported on the 
Alaska adventures of Mike & Janean Hart, 
Jim & Pat Thome, Bob & Ann Sweeney, 
and Jim & Kathy Kelley. Margie Hedley 
snuck a photo in of Ray Rhodes and John at 
Denali. After the Notes were posted, Allan 
Crecelius had a short term memory 
flashback and remembered that he & Sandy 
spent 10 days in July on the Crystal Serenity 
doing Alaska from Vancouver – round trip. 
They took Alan’s two sisters from Indiana 
and Illinois, who had never ventured west, 
and they had the experience of a lifetime. 

Photo: Allan Crecelius and Sandy Comrie 
keeping the Hubbard Glacier close to cool 

their drinks 
 

 
John ONeal Planning for Reunion  

 

9/14/2017  
At our 45th Reunion, John ONeal once again realized the value of classmate closeness and 
friendship. He worked hard to rally the old A2/D2/G2/H2 gang for the reunion, and once again 
that group answered the call with the largest company gathering. After returning to Tuscaloosa 
from a two year stay in Oregon, he is back to doing some friendly arm twisting. He said that 
Oregon is a beautiful state and he and Fran did make good friends, but it just wasn't “home.” So 
rather than divorcing John as he became more and more depressed, Fran agreed to move back to 
Tuscaloosa. They live downtown, rather than in a 'burb,” so they can walk to restaurants, 
church, and the University of Alabama with its library, gym, and racquetball courts. 
 

 
Jim Swinney Once Again Counting Days  

 

9/14/2017  
Jim Swinney checked in to celebrate life with classmates and loved ones. He is marching on – 
unless you count the missing gall bladder from last summer and seven stones in his common 
bile duct, which still have to be removed. His golf game is improving -- but it had nowhere else 
to go but up. He and Lucile have picked out excursions for the class two week Queen Mary 2 
fall foliage cruise beginning September 22 from NYC. The ship stops in Newport, Rhode Island, 
Boston and Sydney, Nova Scotia on the way to two days in Quebec, and visits to Saguenay, 
Gaspe and Halifax on the way back. The last I heard, Jim & Lucile will be traveling with Chuck 
& Joyce Canella, John & Francis Dallen, Chuck & Phyllis Giasson, Dale & Joyce Hansen, 
Bill & Sandy Hauck, John & Margie Hedley, Don & Gail Hall, Dutch & Megan Hostler, 
Bill & Patty Marriott, and Ray & Mary Jane Rhodes. I know that all are hoping for gorgeous 
fall scenery, a memorable shipboard experience, and that the old girl turns out to be as nice as 
her posters! In addition to this pending cruise, Dale & Joyce Hansen’s 2017 travels have been to 
Australia, Scotland, and biking in the Lake Champlain, Vermont area. After the cruise, they will 
travel to Sri Lanka on a tour sponsored by Joyce’s alma mater and two other “Seven Sisters” 
schools. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Bob Lorbeer Becomes Another Ranger  
9/14/2017  
One of my favorite AOG workers and sleuths sent 
us word that last July 1, Bob Lorbeer, now a 
Prescott, Arizona resident, was sworn in as an 
Arizona Ranger in the staging area of the Rodeo 
Parade minutes before the start of the parade.. 
After the swearing in, he mounted up his palomino 
and joined the other parade participants. As you 
know, Bob is no stranger to riding horses in 
parades. While residing in Sacramento, California, 
he rode in 18 Rose Bowl parades with the Long 
Beach Mounted Police. The all-volunteer 
“Modern Day” Arizona Rangers was created in 
1957 by a small group of the original 1901-09 
Arizona Rangers and its members come from all 
different backgrounds including former law 
enforcement, and military. Bob spent a combined 
41 years active and reserve military duty, still 
loves “the cowboy” and owes his life and those of 
his soldiers in Vietnam to being a Ranger. 

Photo: Bob Lorbeer (left) being sworn in as an Arizona Ranger prior to saddling up for the 
Rodeo Parade in Prescott, AZ 
 

 
Dennis Manske Back on the Appalachian Trail  

 

9/14/2017  
This spring and summer, Dennis Manske resumed 
his trek on the on the Appalachian Trail. From late 
April thru mid-June he hiked from Daleville, 
Virginia to Port Clinton, Pennsylvania, thus adding 
490 miles to last year's 727.5 which put him well 
over half way with 972 miles remaining. He came 
off the trail in late-June to volunteer for Bike 
Virginia for the 22nd year for about a week to help 
on the course between Buena Vista to Stanton, 
Virginia. He reports that he has enjoyed the history 
of our great Nation that he has passed along the way 
as well as the non-hikers – particularly churches that 
set up meals near the trail for hikers and The 
Appalachian Trail Conservancy and its affiliates 
which maintain the trails, shelters, privies, water 
sources, signs, and markings. During the rest of the 
summer, states were sampled in rapid succession – 

Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Maine, Vermont, and New Hampshire – all 
containing friends and relatives who enabled him to continue on his journey. 

Photo: Dennis Manske thinking about what’s illegal in New York that isn’t in Pennsylvania – or 
the other way around 
 

 
 
 

 



Remembering Chuck Vehlow  
7/27/2017  
Chuck Vehlow was the first in the 
class to announce that he had been 
diagnosed with prostate cancer. The 
cancer was aggressive, but so was 
Chuck. When others began to be 
diagnosed with this dreadful disease, 
he would be among the first to call 
to offer support and encouragement. 
In his bio for our 45th Reunion Bio 
Book, he referred to his bride and 
soulmate, Kate as his rock, his 
supporter, his critic, and his friend. 
Kate is now surrounded with a 
strong family and a network of strong and supporting friends. Chuck was first to pounce on 
putting forward Jim Locher as a class nominee for AOG Distinguished Graduate. Jim delivered 
Chuck’s Eulogy at his July 14 funeral service in Scottsdale, and Gary Halstead was a pall 
bearer. No doubt both will also be present as his interment in one of our class-sponsored 
columbaria at the West Point Cemetery on Thursday, October 12th at 1:30pm. Jim has also 
taken lead for writing Chuck’s Memorial Article. Thanks also to John Westerlund for keeping 
us advised of all that was going on in Arizona. 

Photo: Chuck Vehlow’s funeral – 1st row: Norma Locher, Jim Locher, Katy Vehlow, Bette 
Spengler Meuleners (Henry Spengler’s widow): 2nd row: Rick Goodell, Ralph D'Alessandro, 
Gary Halstead, Gail Westerlund, Patti Halstead; 3rd row: Jay Crenshaw, John Westerlund, 
Pete Swan, and Jay Johnson. Not in the photo: Pres & Clem Miller 
 

 
Remembering Bruce Erion  

 

7/27/2017  
The announcement of Bruce Erion’s passing seems to have blind-sided all classmates although 
it elicited a ton of Erion stories (from football helmet with a horn and revolving light worn Plebe 
year to “A” Man skits Firstie year). While our classmate commo system worked via Paul 
Joseph, Gordon Tillery, and Bart McLellan about initial notification, we have heard nothing 
about Bruce’s celebration of life “party” – true to Bruce, he stated that, upon his passing, he 
opted for a party and would forego a funeral. Dave Clemm remembered the great gift he left us 
with at our 45th reunion when Bruce and Jock Merriam regaled us with just one more skit. 
John Dodson commented that he was “one of the bigger than life figures of our Class.” John 
was a pretty good water skier, but at our first orientation at Buckner, he remembers Bruce 
jumping into Lake Popolopen and skied barefoot! At that point, John thought, "If you can do 
anything better than anybody else in this Class, you are pretty damned good." No one has 
stepped up to write Bruce’s Memorial Article – possibly someone from A3, a Rabble Rouser, or 
a gym teammate? 
 

 
Remembering George Gardes  

 

7/27/2017  
No sooner had E4 classmates returned home from Jack Gerke’s celebration of a life well lived, 
and then Frank Lynch relayed the sad news of George Gardes’ passing. Rich & Ann Brooke 
and Nellie & Ann Laughton did a quick turn-around to join Jim Stanley (flew in from Raleigh 
just for the viewing) and Frank at George’s viewing and funeral service. They expressed 
condolences and sadness to Kathy and children on behalf of our class and particularly the old L-
2 classmates. Frank spoke at George’s funeral and recounted the close brotherhood he shared 
with George as his best man and friend for many years. Frank (lynchf2@cox.net) is taking point 



for George’s Memorial Article and he should have lots of help judging from the emails from 
Mike Kulikowski, Norm Miller, Alan Aker, and Mike Grygiel. 
 

 
John Keane Still in Sick Ranks  

 

7/27/2017  
Gordon Tillery, Ralph Tuccillo, and John 
Keane, himself, have reported on John’s continued 
battle to regain his health – as should be his right 
since he is one of the youngest members of the 
class. As reported earlier, a number of years ago 
one of John’s heart valves was replaced with one 
belonging to a pig that didn’t need it anymore – 
thus, leaving John with an aversion to bacon. Later 
on, he underwent major back surgery which left 
him with a partially disabled foot – which led to a 
catastrophic fall, tearing muscles/tendons around 
both knees that kept him almost totally immobile 
for many months. After finally getting around with 
a walker, his heart issues started up again. He 
broke into a local Fairfax hospital and was 

operated on (Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement – a valve within a valve device that backs 
up the old valve without having to repair it) in mid-July, spent 14 hours on life support, was 
released from the hospital three days after surgery, and was cleared by the valve team four days 
after that to begin cardiovascular rehab. He has several lingering effects from the surgery (the 
new valve is from a cow which gives the term “Whopper” new meaning). The most surprising 
results are the improvement in his cardiovascular fitness and improvement across the board in 
his blood work readings. Ralph has asked our class prayer-chain leader, Jim Furr, to announce 
a call for prayer for John's recovery – and especially for AnneMarie in her continued role of 
caring for John. 

Photo: John Keane almost a jovial as ever 
 

 
West Point Four Assault Alaska by Sea  

 

7/27/2017  
Mike Hart reported that he 
and Janean, along with 
other usual suspects – Jim & 
Pat Thome, Bob & Ann 
Sweeney and, Jim & Kathy 
Kelley embarked in late June 
on their annual quest to go 
where no man has gone – or 
at least where they had never 
gone. I’m glad that Mike shared this adventure with us because I believe that John & Margie 
Hedley and Ray & Mary Jane Rhodes had made about the same trip a month earlier and I 
only found out about it on Facebook. The original West Point Four all met in Seattle and flew to 
Fairbanks, Alaska for the start of the land-based portion of their Princess Cruises tour. While in 
Fairbanks, they took a paddle wheel boat trip and saw the historical life styles of the indigenous 
people as well as the modern lifestyles to which float planes are an indispensable part. While 
planes, dog sleds and boats are ways of life up there, Mike was happy to report that traffic jams 
are unheard of. 



Photo Right: Jim & Kathy Kelly, Jamean & Mike Hart, Pat & Jim Thome, and Ann & Bob 
Sweeney about to savor some fine Alaskan cuisine 

During that time of year, they got their first taste 
of the “midnight sun”…actually, about twenty-
one hours of sunlight dimmed by about three 
hours of twilight. They noted, however, that 
‘sunlight’ is often a relative term as it often 
shows up in liquid form. From Fairbanks they 
traveled to Denali, thence to Mt. McKinley 
before boarding a scenic train to Whittier where 
they boarded their cruise liner that took them to 
Glacier Bay, Skagway, Juneau, and Ketchikan 
before disembarking in Vancouver. Except for 
the final two days on the ship they were fog and 

rain bound the entire time – but the beauty of Alaska was not diminished in the least. For those 
of you who have not taken this adventure, it is truly remarkable – the quality of each day is 
measured by moose sightings (you’ll saw them), bear encounters (you’ll be coached and 
prepared to  avoid them), seeing glaciers ‘calve,’ whale watching (you’ll see enough to be 
amazed), and bald eagle viewing (they’re in abundance). While I would have liked to post the 
group’s “official” photo, it’s only about the size of half a postage stamp so I found another 
where we can recognize faces. 

Photo Left: Ray Rhodes and John Hedley doing a "reverse pose" in Denali 
 

 
(Mostly C1) Class Mini-Reunion  

 

7/27/2017  
Jimmy Walsh 
forwarded a very 
comprehensive 
report on the 
activities of 16 C-
1 “Old Grads,” 
along with brides, 
significant others, 
and the brother 
and sister of Rick Hawley (Ralph and Meg), gathering for four great days together during the 
second week in June on Smith Lake near Arley, Alabama. The event was hosted by Jimmy’s 
oldest son, Jay and his wife Mary. The group also included a visit from Tommy & Bonnie 
Barnes from A1. Good food, good drink and oft-told tales kept everyone entertained for hours 
each day. Episodes of the TV series The West Point Story, that introduced many of us to our 
Alma Mater, drew big crowds and launched even more stories about similar episodes in our own 
lives. A memorial service for deceased C-1 comrades Rick Hawley, Roy Mase, John 
Darmody, and Mike Bruce, along with Louise’s husband, Dave Alexander (D-3) brought each 
of them back to the gathering for a time, and reminded them of their great fortune, by “a couple 
of inches.” The best agenda item was time – time to relax, to reflect, and time to tighten bonds 
to each other – Brothers Forever! 

Photo: Classmates and guests pictured with brides and significant others who attended in 
parentheses: Eric Thomas (Rhonda), Jack Cochran, Jimmy Walsh (Peggy), Pete Poynter 
(Susan), Harold Yager, Bill Robinson (Susan Hazen), Lee Outlaw, Ron Feher (Kathy), Chuck 
Canella (Joyce), Mike Fellows, John Dallen (Frances), Tommy McConnell (Brenda), Don Hall 



(Gail), Ralph Hawley (Louise), Brian McKenna (Karen), Ron Yasukawa (Roberta Yoshimura), 
and Press Miller (Clem) 
 

 
Classmates (Mostly E3) Participate in Academy Golf Tournaments  

 

7/27/2017  
When not dodging their 
brides around Valentine’s 
Day to steal away to some 
warm spot in the Southwest, 
E3 golfers also formed the 
core of classmate golfers at 
the annual USMA golf 
tournament held at The 
Rock in mid-June. This year, 

E3-files Chuck Jones, Joe Guignon, Jess Gatlin, Earl Newsome, Joe Creeden, and Mark 
Spellman attended with Dave Martin, Eric Paige (Ken Cummings’ son), and Dan Creeden 
(Joe’s son) making three predominately ’68 foursomes (the rest was filled with AOG-provided 
golfers). Nobody reported on how we finished with regard to score, but they all said that they 
had a great time. 

Photo Left: Eric Paige (Ken Cummings Son), Chuck Jones, Joe Creeden, Joe Guignon, Dan 
Creeden (Joe’s Son), Dave Martin, Jess Gatlin, and Mark Spelman while participating in the 
2017 USMA Golf Outing at Victor Constant Ski Slope 

About a month later. classmate members of the football team also assembled at West Point for a 
Football golf tourney to commutate 50 years after 
their last summer practice. Some are regulars, but 
kudos to Keith Harrelson for trying to bring as 
many together as possible and to Carl Woessner 
for being the designated golf cart driver. Elwood 
Cobey took this outing as an opportunity to 
escape from the rigors of moving from the 
ruralness of .Roanoke, Virginia to the unreality of 
inside the Washington Beltway. After the tournament, he went back to Arlington to find not 
much progress had been made, so he and Mary-Lou went to their beach house to rest up some 
more. 

Photo Right: A great gathering of our Army Team: clockwise from Carl Woessner, Nick 
Kurilko, Tom Beierschmitt, Elwood Cobey , Keith Harrelson, Hank Toczylowski and Jim Bevans 
 

 
June DC Area Class Luncheon  

 

7/27/2017  
After a class dinner with spouses in 
April, a luncheon in May, Gordon 
Tillery took a break from organizing 
DC class activities and Norm 
O’Meara orchestrated a June 
luncheon in Gordon’s absence. 
Although the luncheon drew eight 
participants, it was (as expected) a 
prestigious eight. Tay Yoshitani 

traveled all the way from Seattle to attend. Although Jon Dodson lives in the area, he rarely 
attends due to his dedication to wounded warriors (primarily) with TBIs. John Hathaway 



prodded Jon and got him to attend. As we should expect, in addition to DC area classmates 
already mentioned in this posting, some pretty neat reasons were given for not attending. Bill 
Marriott, Chuck Giasson, Bill Dickerson, and Gordie Tillery sat on Vietnam War panels for 
Oral History Day at a local Middle School. Terry Wong is spending more time in China 
consulting for the State Department than he did when he was actually employed full time for 
DOS. Ralph & Sandy Tuccillo headed out on vacation (how do retired retired folks go on 
vacation?) in Italy with the 10th Mountain Division Association for a week in the Appenine 
Mountains (to start). Gordon will get the locals back on a quarterly schedule with a luncheon at 
Portofino's Friday Aug 25. 

Photo: Jim Madora, Bill Nash, Tay Yoshitani, Bub Younts, John Hathaway, Jon Dodson, Henry 
Riser, and Norm O’Meara at the June DC Area Class luncheon 
 

 
Remembering Ken Nicholson  

 

7/27/2017  
As you know, Ken Nicholson passed away last May. While I have been asked for more 
information on his passing, no one has stepped up to provide much more than was already 
reported. Bob Clarke joined Ken’s company mates Joe Guignon and Jack Munson at Ken’s 
remembrance ceremony in Newport News, Virginia. After the ceremony, Bob met with Ken’s 
son, Jeff, who told him that his dad’s Memorial Article was written (by Ken himself) and near 
finished. Bob didn’t know Ken well as a cadet… an acquaintance at best… Ken was in E3 and 
Bob was in C2…worlds apart in those days… Bob attended the remembrance ceremony because 
he lived nearby and was a classmate. Knowing Joe and Jack, an E3 member has already 
contacted Jeff to help him finish up the Memorial Article process. 
 

 
Dick Shipley Meets with Cadet Skeet & Trap Club  

 

7/27/2017  
Last April, Dick 
Shipley got a 
note from the 
San Antonio 
WPS chapter to 
inform him that 
the Skeet and 
Trap club team 
would be 
competing 
against a slew of other college teams at the world class shooting complex in San Antonio. While 
watching the cadets on the range, Dick met the OIC who asked if Dick would like a photo with 
the team after the end of the match. Dick had brought his shooting vest from cadet days with 
him to show how uniforms and shotguns have changed. In our day, cadets shot WWII 
Winchester Mod 12 pump guns. Now, many guns have been donated by WP classes and club 
members, so the current club has modern over-under guns or semi-automatics. The OIC asked 
Dick if he would be interested in donating his old vest to the team club house (where it would be 
framed next to another vest donated from the 50s) in exchange for one of the current and more 
size appropriate club shooting vests – so Dick came home with a vest he could use along with a 
club cap. Dick found the members to be a great group of young people -- energetic, dedicated, 
and surprisingly interested in old guys like us. . He was also invited to a major match at West 
Point in October. 

Photo: Dick Shipley among the 2017 Cadet Skeet & Trap club members with his old shooting 
vest and a new club cap 
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Classmates Celebrate Dan Kaufman’s Induction as Distinguished Graduate  

 

6/7/2017  
On the Tuesday before 
graduation about a dozen 
classmates and a fair number of 
our brides descended on our 
rockbound highland home from 
various parts of the country to 
witness Dan Kaufman’s 
induction as a truly 
Distinguished Graduate. Prior to 
the official induction during a 
surprisingly tasty meal in 
Washington Hall, many of us 

participated in the Alumni Wreath Ceremony at Thayer Statue and the Alumni Review (they 
must be called reviews now because parades require marching skills – further “butt in” and “butt 
out” must be considered politically incorrect) on The Plain. Getting to transportation points and 
forming up (loosely) always held pleasant surprises by seeing classmates and other grads we 
knew from years past. While Al Vitters was on the official attendance list, it was still great 
seeing him as we headed to the Thayer Hotel to expel some coffee. Al just wrapped up his 
semester of teaching “the soft side of business” (leadership and management) at a Long Island 
college near his home. He pointed us to Karl Leatham – a last minute attendee – who is 
continuing his life-time of service in the cyber-warfare arena. Lately, during his free time since 
he turned 59, he has become a serious motorcycle enthusiast by logging over a third of a million 
miles primarily in the west on his 1300cc BMW. If you wanted to meet lots of grads, stay close 
to Dave Ohle – another last-minute participant – who was close to lots of who’s who in the 
Army. Gary Halstead and his Ranger Buddy, Robbie Robinson, represented our Colorado 
contingent. Gary is counting the days until his and Patti’s son gets home from Afghanistan, 
brought greetings from Chuck Vehlow, and maintains that he is “living the dream” as a retiree 
with a wonderful family and super classmates. 

Photo Left: Al Vitters, Tom Margrave, Dale Hansen, Dave Martin, Dave Ohle, Gary Halstead, 
Tony Ambrose, Hank Gregor, John Dodson, Robbie Robinson, Dutch Hostler, and Karl 
Leatham forming and yukking it up prior to Alumni activities prior to Dan Kaufman’s 
acceptance as Distinguished Graduate” 

The class was 
represented in 
grand style by 
Class 
President, 
Dutch 
Hostler, who 
remains 
homeless but 
Megan brought word that ground had been broken on their retirement home on Oahu. They 
made the most of their trip to the mainland by preparing for our 50th Reunion at the Marriott 
Hotel in Terrytown and taking care of Megan’s truly non-profit program (9-Line – no member 
of the program accepts a salary and they all cover their own overhead and administration) in a 



couple cities and states. Of course, when Dan was introduced as a Distinguished Graduate, 
photos were taken of him with the Supe and the Chairman of the West Point Association of 
Graduates – Larry Jordan. Special thanks also to Hank Gregor who got me off my duff to try 
and find lodging for classmates who wished to attend (good luck since the families of members 
of the class of 2017, and four reunion classes had priority and years to make their reservations). 
We are indebted to Henry & Karen Riser for graciously giving Barbara and me a place to stay 
in Annapolis on the way to and from our home to West Point. While visiting the Risers, we ran 
into Jon Dodson with a couple of his Vietnam troops at a pub in Annapolis – they were trying 
to talk him into coming to a company reunion. After all the work and coordination to put Dan 
forward as a Distinguished Grad, Tony Ambrose, our DG chairman had to be there. Currently, 
our Class Standing Committee has not yet decided who else will be put forward in the future. 
Tony needs your help to nominate honcho and all the paperwork to nominate deserving 
classmates. We need your input quickly. Rabble, this was a great event and Dan is justly THE 
right member of the class to be our first Distinguished Graduate – he is well respected and 
honestly admired in military, education, and political arenas, and he carries it off well with a 
jaunty swagger that reminds us of earlier days. 

Photo Right: Dave Ohle, Tom McNaugher, Dave Martin, Hank Gregor, Karl Leatham, Tom 
Margrave, Dan Kaufman, Dutch Hostler, Al Vitters, Dale Hansen, Tony Ambrose, and Henry 
Riser at Dan’s reception in the Haig Room of Jefferson Hall 
 

 
Companymates Remember Jack Gerke  

 

6/7/2017  
While we were preparing to 
celebrate Dan Kaufman’s 
induction as a Distinguished 
Graduate, 10 Company L2/E-4 
classmates were gathering in 
Greece, New York at a Memorial 
Celebration to remember and the 
life of Jack Gerke. Jack's story, 
beautifully told by persons from 

major aspects of his life (including Norm Miller) were a testimony to his steadfast commitment 
to God, Family, and Country. 

Photo Left: Frank Robinson, Steve Frushour, Norm Miller, Rich Brooke, Alan Aker, BG 
Weeks,Nelson Laughton, Pat Jonas Don Davis, and Jim Stanley at Jack Gerke’s Memorial 
Celebration 

The guys went to a sports bar 
afterward to tell stories about Jack 
and L2/E4. Jack famously got a 
110-hour slug early firstie year for 
driving his Jaguar on post and 
impatiently passing someone on 
the right, then being chased by 
MP's -- and caught. Stories of 
Stosh Parker always pop up 
when a group is gathered and 
anyone knew Stosh. Kudos in their stories went to Bill Matlach and James Muir in our plebe 
year for saving two turned out classmates (in math and wrestling), who happened to be in 



attendance at the bar (names might rhyme with Mavis and Planley). Believe it or not, telling first 
time ever stories were also told. 

Photo Right: Mary Ellen Gerke, Jack’s widow, talking with Alan Aker and Don Davis after the 
ceremony 
 

Dale Hansen Reminds Us to Remember Our Departed Classmates   
 Edit  Delete  

 

6/7/2017  
Dale Hansen, a real behind the scenes worker for the class and stalwart supporter of classmates 
and the AOG, never lets an opportunity slip to bring the class closer to AOG to enhance the 
Long Gray Line. Remember, he’s the guy that has pushed for and helped our classmate Purple 
Heart recipients enroll into the Purple Heart Hall of Honor While at the AOG, he noted that 
most of our classmates who have passed on have no gifts made in their memory. He is 
encouraging us to make a donation (ideally $100 minimum, but less is fine) in honor of a named 
classmate so that we can pay the appropriate respect to our fallen. With the All Academy 
Challenge going on, this would be a great time to give. Contact Dale or me if you’d like further 
information. 
 

 
2017 Zoo Mini Reunion at Pauleys Island, South Carolina  

 

6/7/2017  
The 2017 F-2 Zoo mini 
reunion was hosted in early 
May by Dwight & Donna 
Lee and Charlie & 
Deanne Beckwith at their 
homes on Pauleys Island, 
South Carolina. From 
sketchy reports, it appears 
that Dianne and Donna 
bore the brunt of catering 
activities with a series of 
five-star meals while the 

guys amused themselves with prank and war stories, catching up on the past and our current 
situations and adventures, and just enjoy one another's company. Dwight and Charlie were left 
with finding some way to thank their brides. 

Photo Right: Marv Belasco, Dave Clemm, Bob Kelly, Mike Palone, Tom Beierschmitt, Russ 
Fuhrman. Stan Burwell, Jim Swinney, Chuck Mahan, Andy Silverthorn, Dwight Lee, Bob 
Fabrey, and Charlie Beckwith posting the Zoo colors – after the drinking lamp was lit 

Snippets of info included 
that Tom Beierschmitt 
showed up in a Lexus that 
listed for more than many 
folks’ homes, and Dee 
Silverthorn arranged for 
a private tour of Murrells 
Inlet where she produced 
her PhD dissertation. 
Everyone was happy to 
see new attendees Bob 
Kelly (who was traded to G-2 Firstie year for a draft choice to be named later) and Bohdan 



Neswiacheny (who ran out of excuses not to show up). As usual, since the guys in the Zoo 
haven’t changed since the last time we all saw them, no names were provided for those in 
attendance – only two photos… Sadly, since this is the first mini reunion since the loss of Bill 
Campbell, I know there was some serious talk and remembrances, but no word as to who will 
write his Memorial Article. 

Photo Left: Marv Belasco, Andy Silverthorn, Dave Clemm, Bob Kelly, Tom Beierschmitt, Jim 
Swinney, Dwight Lee, Russ Fuhrman, Charlie Beckwith, Bohdan Neswiacheny, and Stan 
Burwell after either staring into the sun for too long or trying to understand Dee’ PhD 
dissertation 
 

 
Jack & Meg Miller Return to Italy  

 

6/7/2017  
After last year’s visit to Tuscany, Jack 
& Meg Miller returned to Italy last 
April. This time, they started out in 
Venice where Jack found that leaving 
the hotel each day was unusual in that 
instead of yelling “taxi”, he had to shout 
“water taxi.” After several days in 
Venice, they departed on the Viking Star 
for a 13-day adventure which ended up 
in Barcelona – not unlike the Princess 
Med trek in 2015 put together for the 
class by John & Margie Hedley, and 
the cruise taken by Skip & Joan 

Greeby the year before. Jack reported that the weather was perfect (for April), the scenery was 
great, and the food and wine were abundant. After this relatively fast paced journey, Jack & 
Meg have not lost the travel bug (Gotta travel while we are “young”!) and he reports that the 
next adventure will be a slower paced jaunt from the Swiss Alps to Paris. They did not mention 
whether they would be visiting Allen & Ann Aker in Switzerland or Peter & Barbara 
Wallace in France. 

Photo: Jack & Meg Miller in Venice 
 

 
McLellans Meet Up with Rick Rider  

 

6/7/2017  
While Bart & Pam McLellan were still 
trying to find their way around their new 
digs last month, they hooked up with Rick 
Rider for lunch in the quaint seaside town 
of St Michaels on the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland. Rick & Peggy have lived in 
Easton, Maryland about 25 years. Their 
current home is in a beautiful waterfront 
community where they enjoy boating and 
entertaining. Rick is still president of a 
mortgage group, with his youngest son. He 
is also active in coaching and organizing 
youth lacrosse, and told Bart that his best 
lacrosse days are still ahead of him.  Bart 
retired in 2003 from DaimlerChrysler and lived the good life with lots of golf and travel while 



Pam finally got working as a nurse out of her system in 2015. After that, they followed the 
grandkids (kids of their son and daughter-in-law who live in Crofton) to Maryland – they 
figured that they would enjoy some time with them and moved to Annapolis. Bart says that they 
hit the jackpot with lots of softball and music/dance opportunities. 

Photo: Rick Rider and Bart McLellan on Maryland’s Eastern Shore at lunch 
 

 
Elwood & Mary-Lou Cobey Returning to the Washington, DC Area  

 

6/7/2017  
After creating a home with a view on a mountain near Roanoke, Virginia, Elwood & Mary-Lou 
Coby are moving back closer to their Maryland roots. The reason? Easy. Family. One daughter 
and her hubby just moved to Arlington to be closer to family. Their son left his firm after 20 
years to be chief council for a 2000 employee firm in the DC area. And another daughter living 
in Northern Virginia is pregnant with twins. While Elwood plans to spend more time at their 
farm and the beach, he has already leaned on Dave Ohle to sponsor him into the Army-Navy 
Country Club to cater to his golf addiction. 
 

 
Atlanta Founders’ Day  

 

6/7/2017  
Dan Kaufman 
sent a belated 
greeting from the 
Gridlock Capital 
of the World 
with a photo of 
our classmates 
and sight-
impaired brides 

from the West Point Society of Atlanta Founders Day celebration held at the Capital City Club 
of Atlanta where somehow Dickie Bowers managed to obtain a membership... Dan reported that 
“an extremely large time was had by all.” 

Photo: The distinguished looking Class of 68 attendees at the 2017 West Point Society of 
Atlanta Founders Day celebration: Fred & Sallie Shahid, Richard & Sandra Bowers, and 
Kathryn & Dan Kaufman 
 

 
Dan Kaufman and Ralph Tuccillo Report on March West Point Leader 
Challenge  

 

6/7/2017  
Dan Kaufman 
reported that 17 
members of the 
Class of 68 (along 
with 
representatives 
from the Classes of 
67 and 69) 
participated in the 
Leader Challenge 
class at West Point 
on March 30, 2017. While not technically a part of the 50 Year Affiliation Program, the Leader 
Challenge program does provide the opportunity for the 50 YAP classes to participate in a cadet 



class once each semester. Since the format for the Leader Challenge class is that members of all 
three upper classes from each platoon in every cadet company meet together, the opportunities 
for significant interaction specifically with members of the Class of 2018 are reduced 
considerably. Nonetheless, participants find the interaction with cadets to be a rewarding and 
worthwhile endeavor. The format does include 10 minutes at the end of the class period 
specifically intended for the 50 YAP representative to speak about his experiences related to the 
class topic (in this case, unit and individual discipline in combat). As usual, the class gathered in 
the bar at the Hotel Thayer at 5:00 PM on the evening preceding the Leader Challenge class. 

Photo Left: Rich Carlson, Steve Winsor, Mike Peters, Tom Margrave Greg Camp, Ray Puffer, 
Henry Riser, Gary Halstead, Dan Kaufman, Bob Stroud, George Shoener, Ralph Tuccillo, Dave 
Drummond, Bob Clarke, Tony Ambrose, and Dale Hansen at the Leader Challenge night before 
class gathering and poop session 

This 
meeting is 
always an 
excellent 
opportunity 
to engage 
with 
classmates, 
especially 

with those members who had not participated in the event before. The class dined as a group in 
the Hotel Thayer dining room, followed by more opportunities for fellowship in the lounge. The 
next day, after extensive rehearsal and other prep, the grads were met by a cadet from the 
company to which they had been assigned, and were escorted to the appropriate area to observe 
lunch formation and then to dine with the company in the Mess Hall. Then, they were escorted 
to the assigned classroom, and class followed from 1250-1345. After class, there was an After 
Action Review at the West Point Club (old Officers’ Club), followed by departure. Despite the 
limited opportunity to interact directly with members of the Class of 2018, the Leader Challenge 
class provides the chance for engagement with cadets and with other classmates. This was 
Ralph Tuccillo’s first attendance at one of these sessions and he thought it was great spending 
time with cadets up close and personal. 

Photo Right: A more formal (and sober) gathering of classmates at the West Point Club after 
the Leader Challenge 
 

 
Risers Host Gathering  

 

6/7/2017  
 
After meeting 
Paulette, Dick 
Steiner’s 
fiancée, at our 
class gathering 
to honor and 
remember fallen 
classmates at Ft 
Benning last 
October, Henry & Karen Riser thought it would be neat to introduce the couple to the 
Annapolis area classmates. Schedules finally synched over Presidents’ Day weekend for most of 



our area classmates and their brides to gather at the Risers to meet this charming lady. It was 
also a good time to finally welcome Jim & Lisa Greenberg back to the area after all of their 
decades in Saudi Arabia. Since normal AOG rules are that all Notes photos must have a 
classmate in them, just the guys are pictured below; however, there is a photo of the brides in 
our AOG photo album. Henry said that they tried to get photo of everyone, but his arms weren’t 
long enough – a plight that most of us discovered in Plebe boxing. 

Photo: Jim Greenberg, Dick Steiner, Henry Riser, George Shoener, and Bob Stroud at the 
Risers party to welcome Paulette 
 

 
John A. (Tony) Dodson Keeps Ties to Vietnam  

 

 
6/7/2017  
John (Tony) Dodson finally got around to sending us a chronicle that appeared in several local 
papers regarding his return to Viet Nam about the same time Pres & Clem Miller and John & 
Frances Dallen visited the country on structured tours. Like many of us, John had intended to 
go back, but it was Charlie who volunteered them – after 42 years for him. Tony & Charlie 
toured as part of a group of Vietnam Veterans who have adopted a humanitarian mission to 
assist Agent Orange, orphans, and trafficked girls in Viet Nam – not unlike what Don & Lydia 
McLane did about three (or four) decades ago. Seventeen days back traveling all over Viet Nam 
(even to places he had not been in his three tours), visiting orphanages and safe houses, moving 
almost every day by air, bus, boat, bicycle, even a ride with a water buffalo, was quite a 
different experience than the last time. Like others who have returned, he reports that the people 
are amazing – entirely different world there now. To read the article, go to our West-Point.org 
website (www.west-point.org/class/usma/1968 and click on “A Return to Vietnam”). Currently, 
John is working on a White Paper on securing the national grid, which he has been associated 
with for many years and everyone knows it’s important, but no one wants to pay for it. 
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Millers Host Some Stragglers in Scottsdale  

 

3/22/2017  
On a rare occasion that they were home, Pres 
& Clem Miller hosted an impromptu Happy 
Hour at their home in Scottsdale, Arizona – 
complete with James Bond martinis – to 
celebrate Chris Ohlinger's visit and his 
immediate departure. Pres tactfully referred to 
Chris as, “an energetic traveler and an 
enormously entertaining personality.” Chris’ 
son is stationed at Ft Bliss and Chris is taking 
full advantage of retirement, frequently finding himself in the Southwest USA. 

Photo Right: Pete Swan, Clem & Pres Miller, Mark Hansen, Katy Vehlow, and Chris Ohlinger 
enjoying sun, cacti, martinis, and Chris’ zeal 

Mark Hansen came along, laughed loudly, and 
announced his move back to Michigan (at least 
until he’s met with 10 feet of snow). Pete 
Swann, our actual Rocket Scientist, entertained 
the gathering with Air Force hardship stories 
(when the beer in the club was not ice cold). 
Katy Vehlow came, since Chuck was not 
available, and represented the Vehlow family 
well by matching all the guys drink for drink. 
On the very plus side, everyone got home 
safely. 

Photo Left: Chuck & Kate Vehlow visiting the 
Clem & Pres Miller a few days later 
 

 
Classmates Participate In and Contribute To Ring Melt  

 

3/22/2017  
In late February, Steve Caldwell, Dale Hansen, 
and Tom Jewell met the Class of 2018 Ring 
and Crest Committee at the Pease & Curran 
refinery in Rhode Island for the 17th annual 
Ring Melt Ceremony. Of the 41 class rings 
from the classes of 1924 to 1986 donated for 
melting and infusion into the Class of 2018’s 
and future rings, four – Sam Brooks, Tom 
Jewell, Keith Quinney, and George 
Schweitzer – were from our class. Dale 
represented the AOG. Susan Leigh Quinney 
represented Keith and placed his ring in the 
crucible. 

Photo Right: Tom Jewell, Dale Hansen, and Steve Caldwell participated in the Ring Melt 
ceremony. in Rhode Island 



Pamela McCarthy, George’s 
widow, represented George and 
placed his ring in the crucible. D3 
companymate Steve Caldwell 
represented Sam Brooks’ bride, 
Diane, and daughter, Alecia, and 
placed Sam’s ring in the crucible. 
And Tom Jewell was present 
because he had donated his own ring 
and placed it into the crucible. The 
rings were melted into a solid gold 
bar that will be incorporated into the 
gold used to create the rings for the 
Class of 2018. All of these new rings 
will contain not only part of this 
year’s donations, but a portion of all 

of the rings donated since this program’s inception with the Class of 2002. For a more complete 
report of this important and moving event, see Dale’s AAR sent out by Megan Hostler earlier. 

Photo Left: Susan Leigh Quinney, Dale Hansen, Tom Jewell, and Pamela McCarthy (George 
Schweitzer’s widow with the Class of 2018 Ring & Crest Committee at the Ring Melt Ceremony 
 

 
Dan Kaufman Finally Recognized by AOG as a Distinguished Grad  

 

3/22/2017  
In case you have been hibernating in a cave without Wi-Fi 
during Gloom Period, the AOG has finally recognized 
Dan Kaufman as one of our Academy’s Distinguished 
Graduates. Without Dan, as an academic department head, 
the Dean of our Academic Board, a retired Brigadier 
General, the founding president of a college and 
university, and a member of the Order of the British 
Empire – with all the work, publishing, and honors that all 
of those positions entail – our class statics that we have 
passed on to our legacy class and appear in Brian 
Utermahlen’s book, COUNTRY, wouldn’t look as 
impressive. Congratulations Dan! His selection has 
garnered our class an invitation to – and participation in – 
this year’s Graduation Week’s Alumni March and Wreath 
Laying Ceremony, attendance at the Alumni Review, and the Cadet Mess Hall for the Alumni 
Luncheon featuring the Distinguished Graduate Awards. More information can be found at the 
AOG registration link: https://www.westpointaog.org/2017DGALuncheon. Now that our class 
has a Distinguished Grad, don’t stack arms – we have many more classmates that also deserve 
this noble title and we need your support to ensure it happens. 

Photo: Dan Kaufman when he was just a retired BG and USMA Dean, college and university 
president, OBE receiver, and Class VP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



John Cruden Takes a Break  
3/22/2017  

After the change in administration, John 
Cruden dutifully submitted his resignation from 
his Assistant Attorney General of the 
Environment and Natural Resources position, 
and took Sharon to Williamsburg for a well-
deserved and news-sheltered vacation. As soon 
as they returned to the D.C. area, he entered a 
local hospital for some overdue hip surgery. The 
surgery went well, he was discharged at the end 
of the week, and is currently in recovery and 
physical therapy mode. So far, he is not signing 

up for any marathons or pogo stick contests, but he’s improving and expect him to tackle some 
physical, intellectual, and service challenges soon. In the meantime, he’s relishing time with 
family. 
 

 
Bill Jeffries' Newest Book  

 

3/22/2017  
Bill Jeffries' newest book, Inliers: The Curse of Polarity 
Thinking, an organizational leader's guide to removing 
the impediments to organizational excellence and 
personal mastery, will be available the second week in 
March through his Executive Strategies, Inc. company 
website bookstore, at www.execustrat.com (ESI will pay 
the taxes), or your favorite book source. Signed copies are 
available upon request. All books will be shipped the same 
day orders are received. For orders of 20 or more, there is 
a 20% discount. 

Photo: Cheryl & Bill Jeffries spring skiing at Deer Valley 

 

 
Classmates Contribute and Gather at Founders Day  

 

3/22/2017  
Henry Riser and 
George Shoener 
reported that a 
good time was 
had by all 
classmates who 
attended the 
Annapolis West 
Point Society 
Founders’ Day 
on March 10th. 



This was one of Jim & Lisa Greenberg’s first classappearances since they have started 
spending more time in the US than in Saudi Arabia. It was also one of Dick Steiner’s stag 
appearances since he announced his engagement to Paula late last year. The group was polite as 
the Supe enthralled the audience regarding how great and well behaved the Corps was. 

Photo Left: George & Andrea Shoener, Dick Steiner, Henry & Karen Riser, Eileen & Bob 
Stroud, and Lisa & Jim Greenberg at the 2017 Annapolis WPS Founders Day Celebration 

Earlier, the West Point Society of 
Tri/State Chattanooga would not 
have had a Founders Day if not for 
our class. Jim Kimball is 
President; Bill Raines is the Vice 
President, and Tom Mc Connell is 
the lynchpin as the 
Secretary/Treasurer – and Oldest 
Grad. Although Tom has date-of-
birth on his classmates in the area, 
they agreed to share the Oldest 
Grad duties in the future – just to keep Tom as the Secretary/Treasurer. 

Photo Right: Brenda & Tom McConnell, Nancy & Dave Carl, Jim Kimball, Bill & Jerri Raines 
at the Tri-State Chattanooga WPS Founders Day Celebration 
 

 
Dave Schulte Offers More Founders Day – If Anyone Shows Up in Augusta  

 

3/22/2017  
Dave Schulte has a lot to catch us up with after a 
long (three or four decades?) absence. After 
retiring from the Army in 1997, he has worked 
primarily on defense contracts in the Middle East. 
For the past 18 months, he has been the Program 
and Operations Manager for multiple tasks 
supporting the US Embassy in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. He lso mobilized a project on the 
adjoining Coalition military base, Resolute 
Support. This, and similar jobs over the years, has 
given Dave and his bride, Antoinette, a forward 
base from which to visit many countries around 
the world. Last January, they toured Ethiopia by 
SUV for 19 days, splitting their time with the 
historical areas in the north and the cultural sites 
in the south. He reports that, not unlike a lot of 
political zealots, there are still a few tribes in the 

south that reject change, but will receive the occasional visiting tourist. Dave & Antoinette had 
made early reservations for the late February Founders Day celebration in Augusta, where they 
now call home when in the US, and he promised that he would send along a short report – and 
maybe a photo – if any other classmates also show up… 

Photo: Dave & Antoinette Schulte visit the Mursi Tribe in Southern Ethiopia 
 

 
Larry Hart Still Breaking Records  

 

3/22/2017  



While many of us take 15 minutes to get into or out of a car, 
Larry Hart, who has called Los Angeles home for decades, 
set a world record for his men’s age division in the weight 
throw at the USA Track & Field Masters Indoor 
Championship held last month in Albuquerque. As you 
know, this accomplishment just didn’t happen – “Fat Lar” 
was a 1976 Olympian, a 1975 Pan American Games 
hammer throw gold medalist, and holds five USA Track & 
Field Masters records. This was a three-day meet where 
over 600 athletes from ages 30 to 99 competed. Not-so-fat 
anymore Larry broke the previous Men’s age 70 record with 
a throw of 21.08 meters (69½ feet). He has been among the 
best weight throwers in the US for the past five years. 

Photo: USATF photo of Larry Hart competing during the 
first day of the U.S. Track and Field Masters 
Championships at the Albuquerque Convention Center 
 

 
Bob Uhler Flunks Retirement – Big Time  

 

3/22/2017  
A couple of years ago, I reported that Bob Uhler had retired 
from his MWH Global CEO job in Colorado to spend more time 
with Lynne and traveling. When we caught up with him during a 
class trip to Ireland, we could see that he was starting to waiver 
by spending time consulting with other full time CEOs. In 
February, we learned that his is now over hip deep in Great 
Lakes Dredge & Dock Corporation (the largest provider of 
dredging services in the US and a major provider of 
environmental and infrastructure services) as its CEO. While 
NASDAQ:GLDD is based in Oak Brook, Illinois, Bob retains his 
home in Niwot, Colorado. 

Photo: Bob Uhler – back to the old grind 
 

 
Classmates Participate in WPAGC at Carnegie Hall  

 

3/22/2017  
Bruce Korda and Jack Miller sent reports on the 
West Point Alumni Glee Club’s participation in a 
concert in NYC at Carnegie Hall over Presidents 
Day weekend. The venue was a choral/orchestral 
piece by Randall Thompson that put words of 
Thomas Jefferson to music. Jess Gatlin and Ralph 
Tildon are core members of the WPAGC based in 
DC. 

Photo Right: Meg & Jack Miller after the 
performance with the combined choral group in 
the background (Jack didn’t think a selfie would 
have been proper during the actual performance) 



They needed more voices to participate, 
so invited other former Glee Clubbers 
to join the event, hence Dick 
McClelland and Bruce participated. 
Jack & Meg Miller had heard about the 
event during the Class assemblage at Ft 
Benning. They decided it would be neat 
to be in the audience at Carnegie Hall 
when four members of our class 
performed as members of the West 
Point Alumni Glee Club, and melded in 
with several other choral groups for the 

concert. This combined group closed out the President’s Day performance by singing a 
dramatically soaring piece entitled The Testament of Freedom. 

Photo Left: West Point Alumni Glee Club members Bruce Korda, Ralph Tildon, Jesse Gatlin 
and Dick McClelland with observer Jack Miller after the presentation at a 57th St Bistro 
 

 
Limbaughs Visit Gonzalezes at Steamboat Springs  

 

3/22/2017  
Dan Limbaugh dropped a note to share that he and 
Paulette spent the week beginning Presidents Day 
weekend with John & Clara Gonzalez at their 
slope side condo at Steamboat Springs, Colorado. 
The four skied their knees off for six days – waiting 
to go on sick call until they returned to Saint Louis. 
Although Paulette was slowed by a leg issue, she 
made up the slack by being the primary chef. Après 
Ski included war stories of John’s four years on the 
Rock Squad. John & Clara retired last April – John 
from his dermatologist practice and Clara from her 
real estate work. When it warms up, they will be 
hitting the road in their RV for a couple of months. 
Dan & Paulette currently busy themselves caring 
for Dan’s parents (who just celebrated their 74th 
wedding anniversary). After the week on the slopes 
at Steamboat, that care thing may be reversed. 

Photo: Clara & John Gonzalez on the trail at 
Steamboat 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Shipleys Revisit Ft Irwin  
3/22/2017  

As fate would have it, a neighbor of Dick & Kathy Shipley 
at their Deep Lake, Washington home is the OPFOR honcho 
at Ft Irwin where Dick had commanded the DENTAC a 
couple of decades ago. The neighbor invited the Shipleys to 
the Welcome Home Vietnam Vets Celebration at Ft Irwin in 
mid-February. There was a big welcome parade for about 500 
Vietnam Vets. There were motorcycles by the hundreds and 
classic cars with horse Cav leading the way followed by the 
Silver Valley High School band. 

Photo Left: Dick Shipley by his old rock at Ft Irwin 

With local 
troops lining 
the street 
cheering, it 
was the 
welcome home 
we never got. 
The big BBQ 
lunch featured 

LTG (Ret) Pete Taylor (Dick’s CG at Ft Irwin 
and again at Ft Hood) giving remarks. His son is 
Garrison CDR and put it all together. Great rock-
‘n-roll was provided by Blue Oyster Cult. Dick 
noted that the Ft Irwin mission has changed a 
little – now there are villages in “the box" with 
real Iraqi and Afghan actors. The participating 
US Brigades have to engage them to gain their 
trust and assistance and preclude them from 
becoming "terrorists." Evaluated units must also 
monitor local social media! 

Photo Right: Kathy & Dick Shipley at the Blue Oyster Cult concert at Ft Irwin 
 

 
Hedleys Find Classmates in Hawaii  

 

3/22/2017  
After decades of vacationing and ringing in the 
new year in Hawaii, John & Margie Hedley 
found themselves on new turf – they inhabited 
their Maui condo alone – no family, no 
company mates, no one – and they liked it. 
However, upon returning for their 
decompression week on Oahu, they made 
contact with Dutch & Megan Hostler and A1 
Cow year roomie, Bob Hensler (who has 
become quite fond of his current roommate and 
bride, Randy). Since Megan was mending from 
surgery (yet demonstrated great dexterity with 
her knee scooter), much of the three classmates’ 

gathering was at the Hostlers’ temporary digs at the Royal Hawaiian Hotel where they will hang 



out when not traveling to the Mainland until their home is finished on the North Shore, While 
Margie’s and Megan’s constant Facebook posts had us wishing that we were also there, they 
also sparked advice from John (Tony) Dodson. John spent serious time there working on a 
large submarine transmission cable proposal to connect Lanai and Molokai to Maui and back to 
Oahu. He offered some business recommendations if retirement gets boring. John’s insights 
prompted more input from Bob, who can only handle his and Randy’s North Shore condo for 
about four months out of the year (that’s why they also have homes in Texas and Colorado). All 
agreed that your money is welcome in Hawaii – and if you buy enough Aloha Shirts, you might 
as well live there because you can’t wear them anywhere else. 

Photo: Bob Hensler, John Hedley, and Dutch Hostler keeping the Aloha Shirt industry alive in 
Hawaii 

In between the trash talk of shirts, visiting, and living in Hawaii, Ray Rhodes reminded us of 
the tragedy of of the year before when two USMC helicopters colliding at sea off the north shore 
of Oahu killing 12 Marines whose bodies were never recovered. As an superb example of the 
military community taking care of its own, Ray’s daughter-in-law and a team of mothers of 
preschoolers provided support for the families of the missing Marines by not only preparing and 
providing meals and caring for the smaller children, they also bought and distributed gift cards 
for food, gas, and clothing, and spread the word to other service families which included her 
father-in-law’s A1 classmates. When John Hedley mentioned this action to his friends at the 
Mooresville Richard’s Welcome Home, Veterans coffee shop and museum, it was mentioned 
that one of the Marines was a local warrior, and cash donations materialized. When Craig 
Carson heard about the coffee shop donations, he multiplied that donation by ten. As the word 
spread of Craig’s and Susan’s generosity, the military community donated ten times the 
Carsons’ contribution and the Johnny Mac (’68) Soldiers Fund has provided scholarships for all 
children of the deceased Marines. This commendable and inspiring act was reflected as part of 
the May 10, 2016 Congressional Record by the Honorable Representative Ted Poe of Texas 
because two of the lost Marines were from Texas and Ray is a Texas resident. 
 

 
James and Silverthorn Visit Oldest Army Vet  

 

3/22/2017  
While the Hedleys, Henslers, and Hostlers 
were savoring Hawaiian/American cuisine 
(steak over Spam), Chick James and Andy 
Silverthorn went to visit the oldest WW II 
vet on the island of Kauai, Hawaii. 

Photo Right: Chick James and Andy 
Silverthorn with 103-year-old Gabriel 
Cataluna, the oldest living WW II veteran on 
the Garden Isle of Kauai 

Our classmates were impressed with how 
quickly and proudly this Nisei recalled his 
service in WWII, knew exactly where in the 
Pacific he was assigned for duty, and the 
specific islands where he was engaged 
incombat. He will be 104 next month. 

Photo Left: Where Silverthorn and James get 
together, golf is also involved 

 



Tuccillos Attend Army Hockey Reunion   
3/22/2017  
In January Ralph & Sandy 
Tuccillo ventured back to 
West Point for a Hockey 
reunion and saw Army play 
the Royal Military College of 
Canada (RMC). Ralph 
proudly reported that it was a 
great game that Army won 5-
3. After the game, they got a 
chance to meet with all the 
players and spend some time 
with the players from our 
affiliation class, 2018. He first met many of them when he returned for the Marchback that 
culminated their Beast Barracks. Back then, Ralph just happened to march back with "B" 
Company and most of the Hockey players were in that company. He subsequently watched them 
play their Plebe year against RMC, so this was like a mini reunion. He was surprised and proud 
at how they had developed and matured over the last two plus years – a great group of young 
men. Unlike our day, hockey was strictly a regional sport. Now these player are from all over 
the country including three from Texas and one from North Carolina. Another difference he 
noticed is that over half of the players were 6 feet and over in height – with three over 6' 5" – or 
maybe we’re shrinking. As a bonus, Ralph & Sandy got to watch a hard fought Army vs Navy 
basketball game that Navy won – but Army got its revenge in February. 

Photo: Ralph Tuccillo (you can pick him out) with the Army Hockey team 
 

 
Army Football Wrap-up  

 

3/22/2017  
Ray Rhodes forwarded a photo of three staunch 
Army football supporters at the Zaxby's Heart of 
Texas Bowl game in Dallas at the end of last 
December. It appears that the Rhodes were the only 
first-hand class witnesses of Army football’s solid 
footing after its impressive victory. 

Photo: Mary Jane & Ray Rhodes with an Army 
mascot at Army’s victory over North Texas 
University 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



An Adams Birthday Celebration  
3/22/2017  
After seeing our last Notes dump, 
Dan Adams was spurred on to 
remind the class of the significant 
event many were blessed to 
experience in 2016 – circling the sun 
70 times. On October 17, 2016 at 
West Point, Dan celebrated his 70th 
birthday. To make the divisible-by-
10 event special, he arranged for his 
brothers, Richard (‘67) and Steve 
(‘74), and their brides to join him at 
their alma mater. Since Richard was 
born a year earlier on the 17th, that day was particularly significant. Note how proudly the 
brothers are posing with rings in view. 

Photo: Debbie, Rich, Dan, Steve, and Marilyn Adams after lunch at the Thayer Hotel 
 

 
Dr. Vic Garcia – A 2017 The greatest living Cincinnatian  

 

2/7/2017  
During one of Chris Ohlinger’s rare returns to his home base in Cincinnati, he had the 
opportunity to get together with Vic Garcia. In addition to having a blast talking about old times 
at West Point and Cincinnati – and future new times – Vic let slip that he was the most recent 
recipient of the highest award that the city of Cincinnati can bestow: The greatest living 
Cincinnatian. Vic failed at retirement and is currently back working on a project that Vic created 
and founded that is not only having a huge and transformational impact on the Cincinnati inner 
city residents - but is about to be implemented nationwide. He is the co-founder of Cincinnati’s 
Initiative to Reduce Violence and the non-profit CoreChange. For this work, he received the 
National Jefferson Award for Outstanding Community Service. 
 

 
Some Blasts for Holiday Mail  

 

2/7/2017  
We received quite a number of cards and 
holiday letters from classmates with some 
neat information. Bob & Carol Shimp are 
still busy with their philanthropic Houston 
activities, overseeing their winery in 
Mendoza, Argentina, and are excited about 
the pending nuptials of son, David, who 
popped the question to his bride-to-be right 
after the Army-Navy game. Bill Jeffries 
continues as an adjunct professor in the 
Graduate Business Schools of Carnegie 
Mellon and the University of California at 
San Diego. He has been asked to work for 
another year with the Association for 
Psychological Type International, an 
international membership organization open 
to any individual interested in personality 
type. This group also oversees issues 

regarding management and ferrets out those masquerading as experts in psychological type 



theory and Emotional Intelligence. It assists trainers and consultants in several countries and 
creates more focused coaching and consulting interventions. 

Photo Left: Gary Halstead with son, Scott, at our October gathering at Ft Benning 

Just before Christmas, Jon & Aj Dodson’s 
sewer system failed resulting in the flooding and 
contamination of all living quarters in their 
basement. They had to post a “No Vacancy” 
sign to their always open door in the DC area for 
the foreseeable future. Gary & Patti Halstead 
remain close to and engaged with kids, 
grandkids, their community, and spurring 
classmates on to step up to the continuing 
arduous tasks of writing classmate Memorial 
Articles. After 12 years, Claude & Tina 
Johnson left Florida and resettled back in New 
Jersey to be close – but not too close to their 
children – and grandchildren – in New York and 
New Jersey. Since they are consultants, they can 
live anywhere and find The Garden State more 
to their liking. They live each day to the fullest, 
travel to Europe at least twice a year to see 
Tina’s cousin and niece in Ireland and another 
niece in Northern Italy. Claude volunteers at a county arboretum across the street where he loves 
playing in their garden and the full timers there acknowledge that he is their BEST volunteer 
because he shows up to WORK not shoot the breeze! 

Photo Right: Claude & Tina Johnson in Northern Italy 
 

 
Family Photos  

 

2/7/2017  
It seems that the only time 
we get family photos is 
this time of year – 
probably because our 
families have gotten so 
spread out and it’s an 
ordeal to get everyone 
together. Elwood & 
Mary-Lou Coby’s family 
has gotten so big, it needs 
continuation photos, so 

we’ll just show one – of the present-day adults… I believe that Elwood entices the clan to come 
together at their many neat homes – one in the mountains of Roanoke, a farm, and one at the 
Outer Banks. 

Photo Left: The 2016 Cobey adults – following the patriarch, not all have grown up 



Peter Wallace and his bride, 
Barbara, continue living their 
split existence of six months in 
Tampa (where daughter, Gwenn, 
used to live before her hubby 
moved their brood to Hotlanta) 
and six months in France (which 
is closer to Steve’s family in 
Stuttgart than Tampa). Peter and 
Barbara seem to do more time 
babysitting for the Atlanta 
contingent (latest is for Gwenn 
& hubby to attend the Super 
Bowl) than for the European because that group is taking maximum advantage of family time 
and family touring in anticipation of Steve’s promotion and selection for command. In between 
babysitting, the Wallace penthouse door is open for visitors. So far the Hostlers and Gerards 
hold the record for classmate visits at 1; however, the Hostlers have the edge with a visit to their 
French manor. 

Photo Right: 2016 Wallaces 
 

 
The Liebs Have to Travel to California to Get Their Photo  

 

2/7/2017  
In between trips to Nashville and 
Jackson, Tennessee, Columbus, 
Georgia, Naples, Florida, Des 
Moines, and brief stents at their big 
laundromat in Wisconsin, Charlie & 
Janet Lieb have managed a few trips 
to California to celebrate and 
participate in a wedding, play golf at 
Pebble Beach, and welcome two new 
grandkids into the World. They 
learned a long time ago that every day 
is a celebration. 

Photo: The 2016 Liebs 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Dale & Joyce Hansen Thaw Out in Australia  
2/7/2017  
wAfter enduring the cold of the Army-Navy Game 
and an additional month in New York, Dale & 
Joyce Hansen took advantage of retirement by 
avoiding further frigid temps and visiting 
Australia. 

Photo Right: Dale Hansen at ANZAC Hill, Alice 

Springs, Australia 

January there is like July here, so they enjoyed 
touring Sydney, diving at part of the Great Barrier 
Reef, sampling offerings of the local New World 
grape, and viewing the immensity of the Outback. 

Photo Left: Dale Hansen living our class motto at Uluru Rock, Australia 
 

 
Palkes Bring Army Spirit to China  

 

2/7/2017  
While folks were freezing the 3rd point of 
contact off on the East Coast, Dick & Regina 
Palke were touring China with appropriate 
Army spirit. In an earlier time, one of the first 
Americans to visit China after the US re-
established relations, John Hedley, tried the 
about ting same thing and was met with less 
than a diplomatic response. 

 

 

 



Photo Right: Dick Palke leading 
the terra cotta warriors 

Not as a result of their visit, Dick 
began the process of hip 
replacement in anticipation of 
further adventures. 

Photo Left: Dick & Regina Palke 
at the Great Wall 

 

 
Terry Wong Makes Another Trip to China John Cruden Returns to Vietnam  

 

2/7/2017  
While the Palkes were touring 
China, Terry Wong was in Beijing, 
for a meeting at the Chinese 
Diaoyutai State Guest House 
Compound. After their meeting, the 
US delegation was given a tour of 
several reception areas. 

Photo: Terry Wong in one of the 
many reception areas at the 
Diaoyutai State Guest House 
Compound in Beijing 

At the same time, John Cruden led 
a US delegation to Hanoi for a 
week-long international conference 
on illegal wildlife trafficking. This was John’s first time back to Vietnam since his special forces 
days. For his visa, he was asked when he last came to, and departed from Vietnam. He was 
pretty sure that they’d be able to figure out “purpose of travel.” 
 

 
Army-Navy – Part I  

 

2/7/2017  
Dave Martin sent a half time photo of some 
long participating and enduring classmates in 
attendance at the Army-Navy Game. 



Photo Left: Dale & Joyce Hansen, Dave Martin 
and Dutch Hostler celebrating good things to come 
at the Army-Navy Game 

He said that, needless to say, they were all smiling 
because Army was winning – but also because of 
Dale Hansen’s scarf. Meanwhile, in another part 
of the stadium, Tom & Gretchen Jewell hunkered 
down – until the end of the game, when they stood 
and Tom joined in with the Alma Mater. 

Photo Right: Tom & Gretchen Jewell attending the 
Army-Navy Game incognito 

 

 
Army-Navy – Part II  

 

2/7/2017  
Jim Kimball proudly wore his original ’68 parka to 
the Army-Navy game and got to meet a Cadet from 
our affiliate class. He came up to Jim and started 
talking about the affiliation program. Jim did not 
recognize that the cadet was from 2018 because he 
only had one stripe on his sleeve until he explained 
that he had just returned from a semester exchange. 

Photo Left: Jim Kimball and Paul Joseph catching up 
during a brief lull at the Army-Navy Game 

 

 

 

 

He also met and caught up with Paul Joseph 
who commuted from Richmond, Virginia for 
the game. Hank Gregor gathered his family 
together and drove to the game from Boone, 
North Carolina with the feeling that this would 
be “the year.” 

Photo Right: Hank, Lucy, Alex, and Maggie Gregor doing their best for the Army Team at 
Army-Navy 
 

  



Army-Navy at Home  
2/7/2017  

Ralph 
Tuccillo said 
that he has 
been waiting 
14 years to 
send a true 
Beat Navy 
photo. Bob 
& Eileen 
Stroud 
hosted a 
group of 

classmates and their brides at their home on Bethany Beach, Delaware to cheer on the Army 
Team. The group were Bub & Angela Younts, Jack & Bobbi Munson, Bill & Patty 
Marriott, Phyllis Gaisson (Chuck was out of town), as well as Ralph and Sandy. Ralph took 
the group picture and wanted to let us know that he did not leave early. 

Photo Left: The Yountses, Strouds, Munsons and Marriotts with Sandy Tuccillo and Phyllis 
Giasson Cheering on the Army Team in Delaware 

The gathering and pre-game activities began on the Thursday prior to the game and lasted 
through Sunday. While the 
brides went shopping at all the 
discount stores, the guys got a 
guided tour from Bob of Ft 
Miles (which provided shore 
Artillery support against the 
German Surface fleet in 
WWII). Earlier in 2016, The 
Strouds, Marriotts, and Younts 
spent 12 days in Hawaii. They 
got cottages run by the Navy 
on a beach on Kauai. Taking 
full advantage of military retirement, they also stayed at the Hale Koa in Honolulu, and got a 
hop back to CONUS out of Hickam AFB. Bob says that his bride, Eileen, always complains of 
not having enough leg room on commercial flights, but conceded commercial seats are comfier 
than the web seating on a C-17. 

Photo Right: The guys a little later in the game trying to remember how to do a ‘Rocket 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Army-Notre Dame Game in San Antonio Revisited  
2/7/2017  

After seeing photos from the Notre Dame 
game in our last Notes posting, Frank 
Lynch dropped a mea-culpa line explaining 
that he and Michele flew from Las Vegas to 
McKinney, Texas so Michele could visit her 
son. Frank & Michele then drove to San 
Antonio, got tickets through theArmy 
Football Club, and never asked about a tail-
gate – so he missed the chance to hob-nob 
with other classmates in attendance. 

Photo Left: Dick Shipley, Ed Lorentzen, and 
Chris Ohlinger on the Riverwalk prior to the Army-Notre Dame game in San Antonio 

Further, Ed Lorentzen forwarded more photos 
from pre-game Benny Havens hour on The 
Riverwalk. He not only met up with classmates 
but also with LTG (Ret) Richard G. Graves 
(’58) who was the first MILPO assignments 
officer for everyone in our class who selected 
Armor branch. He and his wife currently live in 
San Antonio. 

Photo Right: LTG Graves (’59) and Ed 
Lorentzen whooping it up at Benny Havens 
Hour prior to the Army-Notre Dame Game 
 

 
Jock Merriam – Against all Common Sense  

 

2/7/2017  
As reported earlier, Jock Merriam and 
his daughter launched a rowing club – a 
501c(3) not for profit – now in  its 10th 
year in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. In 
November Jock ventured into his first 
race in a couple of years – a 5 km race 
around Turkey Lake in Orlando at a 
regatta appropriately named "Head of the 
Giblet", held each year just before 
Thanksgiving. One of the club’s parents 
caught pictures of the kids and a few of 
the old guys and Jock couldn't pass up the 
opportunity to share one of him. Jock 

finished third out of a field of seven, all of whom were younger than Jock. He said what got him 
through was he kept chanting to himself in the middle of the race, "No Task Too Great for 68". 
It really motivated Jock – not only because the actual age of 68 was far away in his rearview 
mirror, but because he was still pumped after the E2/G2 mini reunion and spent some really 
great time with wonderful classmates and their brides. 

Photo: Jock Merriam chanting ‘No Task Too Great for ‘68’ during last November’s ‘Head of 
the Giblet’ race in Orlando 
 



E2 (Including Originals from G2) Mini Reunion   
2/6/2017  
Skip Greeby reported that following Howie 
Harper's funeral last year, E2 company mates 
in attendance decided that they weren’t getting 
any younger, and that a company reunion was in 
order under more happy/favorable conditions. 
However, to report that an E-2 – with 
appropriate G2 files – mini reunion was 
immediately planned and executed would be a 
grave exaggeration bordering on honor. Fully 
aware that the F-2 Zoo, B-2, and others were 
holding regular company reunions, E2/G2 never 
has. With Jock & Malena Merriam acting as 
"boots on the ground" – Skip & Joan, Bill & 
Jane Bachman, Dick & Nanch Flanigan, Randy & Linda Griffin, Chick & Carole James, 
Alvie & Cindi Kimball, Jim & Donna Lawton, Chuck & Joan Petruska, Lamar & Ginger 
Ratcliffe, Harold & Donna Timboe, Bob & Lynne Uhler, and Ev & Bev Wohlers invaded 
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida last October. 

Photo Right: Skip Greeby and Jock Merriam – first ever E2/G2 mini-reunion instigators 

With a full “Indian 
Blanket” graphic 
Training Schedule 
in hand, socializing, 
eating, and drinking 
were the General 
Orders of the day. 
With the uniform 
flag directing "as 
for Florida," they 
golfed, cruised the 

Intra-Coastal Waterway, rowed at Jock's rowing club (with a number of company mates 
overturning and eating seaweed), shopped, tanned on the beach, "formal" supper at Seasons52, 
and ended up Sunday night at the Merriam Compound for a sumptuous farewell supper. Prior to 
the reunion, Skip asked all to send him any old photos they had from our cadet days. Skip & 
Joan then arranged all by Plebe, Yearling, Cow, and Firstie years, had a pro put all together in 
CD format with the appropriate music (yes, the Thumper was included), and made copies for all. 

Photo Left: The first ever #2/G2 mini reunion gang at the Merriams 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Dallens (Re-) Visit Southeast Asia  
2/6/2017  
To begin celebrating the new year, John & 
Frances Dallen set off on a grand tour of 
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, and 
Myanmar in late December. While the trip 
started out with intense congestion, hearing loss, 
and some lost luggage, it ended up with a love 
of Asian food, new friends, greater appreciation 
of history and culture, and a yearning for a 
Whopper with cheese. 

Photo Left: Frances & John Dallen going 
historically native (i.e., not black pajamas) at 
Ha Long Bay, Vietnam 

For complete account – with photos – of their 
travels, go to http://dallen.posthaven.com. 

Photo Right: Frances & John 
Dallen in Cambodia 

 

 
Millers – From East to Down Under  

 

2/6/2017  
While in Australia, the Millers followed the 
Merriams’ lead and spent some time with 
hybrid Aussie Ron Kendall, who lives across 
the bay from Sydney. As Jock & Malena 
learned, Ron is quite the host. He prepared Pres 
& Clem a light breakfast, took them for a bike 
tour of the area, and then cooked them up a 
spread of giant prawns – with appropriate adult 
fermented libation – for dinner.  

Photo Right: Pres Miller and Ron Kendall at 
Ron’s place across the bay from Sydney, 
Australia 



Both the Merriams and the Millers gave him 5 stars in 
Froomer's and Trip Adviser, so hurry “down under” 
to visit Ron before he withdraws his invitation in our 
reunion bio book. After Australia, Pres & Clem found 
their way to Hawaii to spend what appeared to be a 
month on the Kona coast 

Photo Left: Pres & Clem Miller on their Ron 
Kendall-led bike tour around Sydney 

 

 
Wrights Take 21-day Tour to China in July  

 

2/6/2017  
Rick & Anne Wright were the first of the 
class, that I know of, to visit China in 2016. 
Their visit was quite diverse and included 
Beijing, (old and new) Shanghai, Xian, 
Chonqing, Guilin, Hong Kong, and 
Kowloon, as well as four nights on a 
Yangtze River cruise and the obligatory 
climb on the 3,000-mile-long Great Wall. 
While at these places, they visited 
Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden City, 
Ming Dynasty tombs; took a rickshaw ride; 
attended a performance at the Beijing 
Opera; visited jade, cloisonné, and silk 
factories; rode a bullet train at 180mph; 
saw a performance by the Chinese acrobats; toured the Three Gorges Dam and a relocated 
village; saw the Terra Cotta Warriors; visited Buddhist, Taoist, and Confucius temples; walked 
through huge Farmer’s, Bird, and Flower Markets, and ate an incredible amount of delicious 
Chinese food. Throughout the year, they spent quite a bit of time on the Left Coast, visiting 
family and friends and even doing some Institute for Defense Analyses work in San Diego and 
Seattle. Rick says that he still enjoys his work at IDA, but has scaled back home construction 
DIY projects. 

Photo: Anne & Rick Wright at the Great Wall 
 

 

 



1968 Class Notes   

  
Classmates Participate in Cadet Leader Challenge   
11/23/2016  

Dale Hansen reported that 13 of our 
classmates participated in the Leader 
Challenge at West Point in mid-
November. Three members of the class 
were participating for the first time. 
While not technically a part of the 50 
Year Affiliation Program, the Leader 
Challenge program does provide the 
opportunity for the 50 YAP classes to 
participate in a cadet class once each 

semester.  The discussion with the cadets from the upper three classes was titled “Combat 
Integrity.”  Check with any of the classmates who participated this time to see if you would be 
interested in attending and participating the next session, which will be held on Friday, 31 
March 2017. As usual, there is a poop session at a local lounge the night before each Challenge 
discussion so we can get our stories straight and an after action gathering to trade stories as to 
how we may have scared some young malleable minds. As you can see from the photo, USMA 
spares no expense for these sessions – that is why an old clamshell phone camera was used for 
the photo. For some of us, attendance and participation would be intriguing just to see how we 
would be introduced to make us sound credible without giggling. 

Photo: Dave Drummond, Steve Winsor, Mike Fay, Dale Hansen, Skip Greeby, Ray Puffer, Bob 
Clarke, Gary Halstead, Roland Olivier, and Dick Flanigan at the West Point Club after the 
Leader Challenge session. Participants not in the photo were Tom Jewell, Dan Kaufman, and 
Pat Toffler 
 

 
The Notre Dame Game Was Good for Something   

11/23/2016  
Lots of classmates showed up at the Army-Notre 
Dame game in San Antonio to enjoy gathering 
with other grads and to see how the Army Team 
was progressing. They all agreed that gathering 
with other grads was more fun that day. Chris 
Ohlinger managed to coax son, Mack, to San 
Antonio with the promise of seeing Dick & 
Kathy Shipley and tapping into their adult 
beverage larder. As usual, the Dick & Kathy 
rallied classmates in the area to make things 
interesting. 

Photo Right: Chris & Mack Ohlinger and Dick & Kathy Shipley hiding behind some Irish and 
Scott soldiers in San Antonio 



With Bob & Randy Hensler now in the area, 
Dick now has a classmate to talk to and 
coordinate with regarding our class pistol. As 
luck would have it, Bob & Carol Shimp were 
between travels and adventures at their condo in 
Houston and brought their son to the game. 
Andy & Betty Shaffer drove in from their 
home in Midland and chronicled most of the on 
and off field mayhem with pictures. 

Photo Left: Bob Hensler, Dick Shipley, and Bob 
Shimp at the Army tailgate prior to and during 
the Notre Dame game in San Antonio 

 

 
At the Army Tailgate in San Antonio   

11/23/2016  
Andy & Betty Shaffer also found Ray & Rose 
Lynch, who had come down from their home on 
Lake LBJ in the Texas Hill country for the game. 

Photo Right: Ray & Rose Lynch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They also found Ed Lorentzen, who 
made the short drive from the Austin 
suburbs. 

Photo Left: Ed Lorentzen and Andy 
Shaffer at the Army tailgate in San 
Antonio 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Irvins and Samuels Found Outside the Tailgate in San Antonio  
11/23/2016  
Ross & Margaret Irvin and Phil & Linda Samuel 
traveled from the Dallas-Ft Worth suburbs to see Army 
play. Despite the loss, it appears that they managed to 
deal with it and not protest in the streets after the game. 

Photo: Ross Irvin and Phil Samuel enjoying San 
Antonio sunshine at the Army Notre Dame game 

 

 
Classmates Gather in Winston-Salem to Watch Army Spoil the Wake Forest Homecoming   

11/23/2016  
The Army-Wake Forest game underscored 
that it’s easier to be compassionate and 
giving when your team wins. The Hedleys 
and Gerards invited Wake Forest alums to 
our Army tailgate and sit on our side for their 
homecoming. As we introduced them to our 
classmates and brides at the tailgate – 
Dwight Lee (who had driven up from Paulys 
Island, SC with a gaggle of ’70 grads), Hank 
& Maggie Gregor (who had organized the 
gathering by getting tickets for Hank’s ‘63 
brother and bride and Hedleys and us), 
Elwood & Mary-Lou Cobey (who drove 

down from Roanoke, VA), and Dan & Gwynne Taylor (who live in Winston-Salem) -- 

Photo Left: John Hedley & Dwight Lee at the Army-Wake Forest tailgate and who had not seen 
each other since the Benning Memorial event the week before 

we pointed out to them that 
Wake and Army colors were 
the same and explained 
various differences in Army 
uniforms and why the Army 
Team just had “Army” on 
the backs of their jerseys 
where other teams displayed 
individual players’ names, 
Army proceeded to spoil Wake’s homecoming with a loss. Since our guests had never stayed 
until the end of to the game, the sting of the loss was eased when they saw the civility and 



respect of the two teams for each other by standing for the playing and singing of their 
respective Alma Maters (of which the melodies are also much the same).  The sting was further 
assuaged by the generosity and hospitality shown by Dan & Gwynne Taylor who invited us all 
to their home for dinner. 

Photo Right: Dan Taylor, Hank Gregor, Elwood Cobey, John Hedley, and the incredible 
shrinking Scribe who manages to gain weight at Dan & Gwynne Taylor’s home after the Wake 
game 
 

 
Classmates and Families Gather at Ft Benning to Honors and Remember 
Their Fallen Classmates  

 

11/23/2016  
During the third week in October, 
about 90 classmates – most with brides, 
other family members and friends – 
attended and participated in a military 
re-bluing and memorial event at the 
National Infantry Museum and Soldier 
Center in Columbus, Georgia. The 
gathering was planned and executed 
primarily by Greg Camp, the 

President/COO of the National Infantry Foundation, which owns and operates the National 
Infantry Museum and Soldier Center, and Gordon Tillery, our class lynchpin for Washington, 
DC area classmates. They reached out to dozens of other classmates – primarily from Georgia 
and the Washington, DC area to ensure that every facet of the event was conducted with 
precision, respect, and grace – well, most of it – until the Rangers reminded us what swamp 
water on a cold day felt like. 

Photo Left: Charlie Lieb, Greg Camp, Dan Kaufman, Henry Riser (behind Dan), and Mike 
Cerrone listening to Dutch Hostler’s welcome address and our Fallen Classmate Memorial 
Ceremony at the National Infantry Museum 

More thanks to 
Class President 
Dutch Hostler 
for providing 
coordination 
and welcoming 
remarks, Father 
Mike Cerrone 
for providing 
the Remembrance of our Fallen Classmates’ Invocation, Henry Riser for coordinating next of 
kin guests and escorts, Class Vice President Dan Kaufman for providing a captivating 
commutation and key note address, Charlie Lieb for the emotional job of addressing the roll 
call and placing the paver stone event, Dick McClelland for flawlessly playing Taps, and 
WPAOG Board Chairman Larry Jordan for his tribute to all classmates who are with us now 
only in ghostly assemblage. He joined Greg Camp, Gordon Tillery, and Dale Hansen in naming 
these departed classmates. Kudos also to Past Class President Dave Ohle, who presided over the 
presentation of pins to Vietnam veterans in attendance, David Clappier, who kept the class fed 
and hydrated throughout the three-day event at the hotel. During a break in the action, Dan 
Kaufman mentioned that he had recently returned to Georgia Gwinnett, the college he founded 



after he retired as the Dean of the Academic Board at our Alma Mater, as the guest of honor 
during ceremonies where they named the library and learning center after him. 

Photo Right: Classmate aides who escorted next of kin or placed remembrances at Fallen 
Classmate paver stones 
 

 
F1 Creates a Company Reunion and Record at Memorial Event   

11/23/2016  
More kudos to Gordon Tillery for 
bugging all classmates who had 
survived F1 plebe year to attend the 
Memorial Event at Ft Benning. Since 
the F1 plebe year resulted in a pretty 
strong bond, he got 12 to attend – 
especially notable since four from plebe 
year have passed on and three have 
dropped out of sight. 

Photo Left: F1 attendees: Fred Johnson, Gordon Tillery, Fred Shahid, Norm O’Mara, George 
Fravel, John Benson, Charlie MacKall, Fred Raines, Robby Robinson, Randy Witwer, Don 
McLane, and Lee Morand 

I believe that the runner-up company to 
F1 in First Regiment was A1 with Tom 
Barnes, John Hedley, Bob Hensler, and 
Ray Rhodes in attendance. Lee Morand, 
one of the F1-files, shared that he was 
going from our Memorial event to 
Northern Virginia to promote his and 
Ginny’s son to colonel and administer 
the oath of office to his son to become the 
Director of the National Reconnaissance 
Operations Center in Chantilly, Virginia. 
His son has also been selected for O-6 
command. 

Photo Right: Son Matthew and Lee Morand at Matt’s promotion to colonel 
 

 
Classmates and Guests Gather on the First Evening at Memorial Event   

11/23/2016  
On the first evening of the 
Memorial Event at Ft 
Benning, Greg Camp put 
together a barbecue dinner 
at the outside courtyard of 



the Infantry Museum. Right off, it was great to see 
Dan Gooding meet up with Franki Bennett (Ken 
Cummings’ widow). 

Photo Left: Franki Cummings Bennett, lacrosse 
teammate Charlie Lieb and Dan Gooding at our 
barbecue at the National Infantry Museum 

Dan wrote Ken’s Memorial Article that appeared in 
the 1970 Spring ASSEMBLY.  After that, Dan also 
met up with fellow lacrosse teammates. 

Photo Right: Author Brian Utermahlen, another 
lacrosse teammate who met up with Dan Gooding 

 

 
The Barbecue Was a Great Time to Renew Old Relationships   

11/23/2016  
I don’t believe that I ever remember Ft 
Benning to have as good of weather as at 
our Memorial Event – at least for the first 
two days. The barbecue was perfect – 
especially when we all kept hydrated and 
had the time to be with classmates eating 
anything other than C-Rations. 

Photo Left: Doug McKenna and Joe 
O’Conner yukking it up over past H  stuff 
at the barbecue 

It was also interesting to see how 
company mates fell back together into 
familiar antics. Larry Jordan commented 
that it was great seeing B2-mates like 
Steve Harper, Gary Halstead and 
Ronnie Lane during the event. 

Photo Right: B2-mates Steve 
Harper and Larry Jordan at 
the barbecue 

 

 
 
 

 



A2 Also Contributed  
11/23/2016  

Jack Miller contributed photos to document 
A2’s attendance at the Memorial event. 
Jack, along with Bruce Brown, Bob Keller, 
Bruce Korda, and Dick McClelland 
attended all events, including the school 
graduation at the parade field that contains 
soil and sand from every field American 
soldiers have fought and left blood on. Jack 
also sent a photo that appears in our AOG 
Photo Album that captures the explosion in 
the water at the Ranger Demo just seconds 
before the wall of water arrived at the first 8 

rows of the Class of ’68 in the stands. 

Photo Left: Bob Keller with Meg & Jack Miller at the Infantry Museum 

If you did not attend but plan to visit the 
Infantry Museum in the future, you missed 
a great opportunity to tour it with our 
classmates. There were the usual 
comments honed from watching movies in 
the gym and South Aud from the “peanut 
gallery,” but also some very deep and 
meaningful observations from classmates 
who recalled lots from our History of the 
Military classes and obviously contributed 
through life experiences. 

Photo Right: A2 in attendance: Bruce Brown, Jack Miller, Bob Keller, Bruce Korda, and Dick 
McClelland 
 

 
The Zoo Was There Too   

11/22/2016  
In a rare appearance, 
Charlie Beckwith 
joined Terry Holland, 
Dwight Lee, and Jim 
Swinney to make a 
respectable Zoo 
appearance.  

Photo Left: Jim Swinney, Dwight Lee, Terry Holland, and Charlie Beckwith taking big bites at 
the barbecue on our first night 

 

 

 



I believe Charlie attended at 
Dianne’s prodding so they 
could revisit their wedding 
chapel on post. 

Photo Right: Dwight Lee, 
Terry Holland, Charlie 
Beckwith, and Jim Swinney 
all cleaned up at the 
Memorial Dinner in the 
Grand Hall at the National 
Infantry Museum 
 

 
Third Regiment Representation   

11/22/2016  
C3 was well represented with seven 
prestigious company mates. In retirement, 
these guys are probably busier than they 
ever were in their first or second careers. 
Charlie Lieb is in his last year on the 
board of the Green Bay Packers. Yes, he 
brought and shared his ring – especially 
the night of the Memorial Dinner when 
the Packers were playing the Bears. Greg 
Unangst remains on four boards and 
commissions related to environmental, 
biking, & pedestrian issues. 

Photo Left: Company C3 contingent: Terry Wong, Bill Mulvey, Charlie Lieb, Dave Ohle, John 
Hathaway, Henry Riser, and Greg Unangst 

I’ve given up counting how many 
times Dave Ohle has retired – but 
Susan still refers to herself as the 
Aide and the Maid. Henry Riser had 
traded in his VP duties for Annapolis 
Rotary and class NOK duties. Terry 
Wong is still consulting in Asia for 
the State Department. John 
Hathaway still consults based on his 
earlier title as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs, (Military Assistance to Civil Authorities). Only Bill 
Mulvey seems to have broken the code with spending his time diving off Bonaire or really 
hiking the Appalachian or other demanding trails. 

Photo Rigth: Mike Fay, Paul Joseph, John Throckmorton, Neil Lark, and Pat O’Keefe 
representing F3 

Five classmates represented F3 – and, oh what a five they were – from all over the country. It 
was great to see John Throckmorton, our First Captain, with them. With Mike Fay as an 
Episcopal Priest (as opposed to orthopaedic surgeon), the class boasted two Father Mikes. 
 
 



Classmates Also Gathered by Geographic Proximity   
11/22/2016  

Except for the Savannah Poopschoolers, lots of classmates living in Georgia and Alabama 
attended the Memorial Event. 

Photo Left: DC area Terry Wong is flanked by “Hotlanta” residents Dickie Bowers and David 
Clappier 

Photo Right: Georgian Ronnie Lane meets with long time Huntsville residents Frank & Carol 
Chapuran 
 

 
Geography Includes the Colorado Contingent   

11/22/2016  
No class event is complete without the gang 
from Colorado – different companies and 
Regiments, but certainly united and present. 

Photo Left: Chuck Canella boasting that he 
was out of range of swamp water at the 
Ranger demonstration and graduation 

Besides Mike Fay, Gary Halstead, Bob 
Hensler (who also dwells in Hawaii and 

south Texas), and Don McLane already 
mentioned, there was also Chuck Canella, 
Joe Henry, Chuck Jones, Mike Fellows in 
attendance 

Photo Right: Mike Fellows, Joe Henry, and 
Chuck Jones surrounded by Dan Gooding, 
Jim Swinney, Fred Shahid and John Benson 
at the Ranger demonstration and graduation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Other Bits and Pieces Picked Up at the Memorial Ceremony Gathering  
11/22/2016  

The second and third oldest classmates – Fred 
Johnson and Bill McCauley, respectively and 
respectfully – attended. Remember how plebes 
would carry you into the showers on your 
birthday? At this event, the Rangers carried the 
shower to Fred Johnson (and a few dozen 
others) on his birthday. 

Photo Left: Bob Kelly and John Hathaway at 
the barbecue 

John Hathaway also got the 
shower treatment but is not as old as 
Fred.  In earlier times, we would 
talk about an APC and PRC. 
Popular topics of conversation now 
include A1C and PSA. 

 Photo Right: Robby Robinson, 
Fred Shahid, Fred Johnson, and 
MM Markley crooning some doo-wop oldies at the barbecue 
 

 
A Prep for Our Class Memorial Ceremony at Ft Benning   

11/9/2016  
As a prelude to carpooling and convoying to 
Columbus, Georgia for our Class Memorial 
Ceremony and Paver Dedication at the National 
Infantry Museum, Dick & Kathy Shipley flew 
into Charlotte from San Antonio to visit 
classmates at Lake Norman. The next day, 
Henry & Karen Riser drove in from 
Annapolis. That day, since John was still 
winging back from ceremonies in Hawaii, we 
were joined by Margie Hedley for a sou vide 
supper and ad hoc Single Malt Sipping Society 
meeting. 

Photo Left: Members of the SMSS – Kathy Shipley, Barbara & Dave Gerard, and Henry & 
Karen Riser at Lake Norman. Not pictured were photographer Margie Hedley and Irish Whisky 
partisan Dick Shipley 

 

 

 

 



The Risers and Gerards were 
introduced to sou vide earlier 
this year while having lunch 
with Pete & Kathy Paulson. 
As a master chef, Margie was 
interested in sou vide and was 
a great photographer for the 
SMSS gathering. The next 
day, John & Margie Hedley 
joined us so John could catch 
up on the earlier SMSS meeting. Once we ensured that Scotland’s economy was in good shape, 
we set out for Columbus and Fort Benning where we were met by over 85 other classmates for a 
precisely planned, superbly executed, deeply moving, and incredible gathering that will be more 
fully reported on as soon as those classmates in attendance come through with photos and 
accounts on who was met, what classmates are doing, and what was meaningful at the gathering. 
This was a unique opportunity where we had a little more time to interact than the always 
overwhelming reunions. 

Photo Right: Gerards, Shipleys, and Risers at Lake Norman 
 

 
John Hedley Helps Neighbor Contribute to History   

11/9/2016  
John Hedley helped a Salisbury, North Carolina woman share a piece of WWII history with the 
world. For years, she had kept stashed away in a closet a hand-sewn wool red and white 
Japanese flag that she got from her father. As you know, John has been instrumental in 
establishing Richard’s – a patriotic coffee shop and military museum in neighboring 
Mooresville. When the woman brought the flag to John at Richards, they discovered that the 
flag was from the HIJMS Nagato, the flagship of the Combined Fleet, aboard which Admiral 
Isoroku Yamamoto oversaw the Pearl Harbor attack. In 1945, the Nagato was attacked by 
bombers from American carriers, and her skipper was killed. The battleship was secured by 
American forces, and was destroyed during Bikini Atoll atomic bomb tests in 1946. From 
John’s experience in Japan, frequent trips to Hawaii, and interaction with the military in Hawaii 
and media in the Charlotte area, he was able to contact the right people in the National Parks 
Service who operate the World War II Valor at the Pacific National Monument in Pearl Harbor. 
Last October, John accompanied the possessor of the flag to Pearl Harbor where it is now 
displayed as a symbol of the beginning and end of WWII in the Pacific. 
 

 
Dick Steiner Performs for the Past and Looks Forward to the Future   

11/9/2016  
Dick Steiner was hired by the class of ’71 
to perform his stage mentalism show at 
their 45th reunion at West Point this fall. 
He said he had a blast entertaining the 
grads who were plebes when we were 
firsties. Since Dick was a platoon leader in 
First Beast and also a platoon leader in D-
2, there were plenty of beanheads who 
remembered him. 

Photo Left: Dick Steiner with the class of 
'71 smackheads from his Beast and D-2 platoons 



In fact, the reunion organizers seated Dick and 
Paulette Schroeder (a former girlfriend he first 
met 46 years ago and hadn’t seen since after his 
divorce three years ago) to a D-2 table with the 
former members of his platoon. One of the 
members of Dick’s Beast platoon, Jack Reed, is 
now a U.S. Senator from Rhode Island. Dick told 
the audience a funny story about “Smackhead 
Reed” that will also be included in our next 
volume of Both Sides of the Wall. The bottom line 
is that Dick received a standing ovation and 
fallout. 

Photo Right: Dick Steiner and Paulette Schroeder 

 

 
McCauleys Visit Orahoods   

11/9/2016  
Jim Orahood reported that Poopschool classmate Bill 
McCauley and his bride, Cindy, stopped for a weekend 
in Indiana, on their way to visit relatives in Chicago. Jim 
sent a photo that indicates that either Bill is getting taller 
or Jim is shrinking. Since Bill & Cindy have been living 
in France, the Orahoods had a soirée of local French 
speakers at their home for Bill & Cindy. A lot of French 
was spoken and beef borguione consumed. While Jim 
contributed little to the conversation, he helped mightily 
with the beef. Further, since Bill is an Armor guy but he 
and Greg Camp had worked together on a major project 
that led to an eventual change in the reshaping of the 
Infantry division, Bill looked forward to seeing Greg at 
the Memorial event at Ft Benning! 

Photo: Jim Orahood and Bill McCauley hazily in Indiana 
 

 
Dick & Kathy Shipley Host Classmates   

11/9/2016  
In keeping with this giant rotation we 
experience in retirement, we took advantage 
of Dick & Kathy Shipley’s invitation to 
visit them at their compound at Deep Lake, 
Washington. If you’ve been invited, go 
before the Shipleys wise up and discover 
that visitors can interrupt their solitude. 
Their compound consists of two sets of very 
comfortable living quarters, the lake that 
hosts a myriad of wildlife, a motor boat and 
other water toys, and an impressive larder of 
food and drink. As I am sure that you have 
already discovered, when two or three or four classmates are gathered together, there will be a 
fifth and lots of talk about other classmates not present. In this case, Mark Hansen’s ears had to 



be burning regarding his generous contribution of elk meat he shared with the Shipleys that 
brought Bob & Randy Hensler and Bob & Carol Shimp to their home in San Antonio. When 
he was staying with the Shipleys at their Washington compound, Mark also tipped Dick onto a 
pump plastic gun that shoots table salt to kill bugs which we put through its paces when we 
found a yellow jacket hive. While in nearby Canada, a statue in the town we visited reminded 
the Shipleys of going to see the play Warhorse in Texas. Topping those memories off with a 
couple of adult beverages aided health and welfare calls to Elwood Cobey and Tom 
Beierschmitt and added to creating the desire to get together again – soon. 

Photo: Dick and Kathy Shipley with a Warhorse in Canada 
 

 
Classmates Take on Another Grad’s Spirit of Army Football and Spoof of Politics   

11/9/2016  
Last summer, I submitted a photo of Ray Rhodes at the 
Hedleys sporting a hat with a play on a current political slogan 
that his son gave him. 

Photo Left: Elwood Cobey almost ready to get back in the 
game 

This football season, other classmates have also been spotted 
with the hat. Elwood Cobey used it as an ornament and reason 
to let us all know 
that he can still fit 
into his Gray 
Jacket. Dick 
Shipley donned 
the hat just to 
shield the setting 
sun. 

Photo Right: Dick Shipley on his boat at Deep 
Lake, Washington 
 

 
News From El Paso   

11/9/2016  
An Army football game is always a good excuse 
for classmates to get together – with other 
classmates or family, or other grads. The Army-
UTEP game gave Ed & Molly Lorentzen a 
reason to leave the Austin suburbs to visit Ed’s 
childhood home and Andy & Betty Shaffer a 
chance to leave Midland for a while to visit 
Betty’s childhood home. Chris Ohlinger used 
the game as an excuse to see if son, Mack, was 
still at Fort Bliss (Mack seems to have an 
allergy to emailing, texting, and phoning). 

Photo Left: Chris Ohlinger (lower right) at the 
Army-UTEP football game with his son and his friends 



The only documentation I have of any 
classmate actually attending the game is from 
Chris, who had seats about eight feet from the 
sun, seems to be sensitive to El Paso sunshine 
and dry heat, but had the presence of political 
correctness to not wear head gear that might 
offend any thin-skinned local. While visiting 
El Paso a couple of weeks after the Army 
game, Barbara & I met up with old 
Leavenworth, Purdue, and Stoney Lonesome 
neighbor Gil Tijerina to learn that he is 
meeting a goal to retire from his second career 
of elementary/high school education this 
month and plans to travel with Susan, his new bride of just a year. 

Photo Right: Gil & Susan Tijerina in El Paso 
 

 
Shahids Make the Most of the Army-Duke Game   

11/9/2016  
Fred & Sally Shahid turned the Army-
Duke game and Army tailgate into a 
family reunion since they have grands 
attending each school – which took the 
sting out of the Army loss. 

Photo: Shahid clan at the Army-Duke 
tailgate: Fred, daughter Julie, grandson 
JJ (in front of Julie), grandson Michael 
James (Affiliation Class of 2018), 
daughter Kathleen, Sallie, son in law 
Col Michael James ’92, grandson 

Jayden, daughter Debbie James ’92, granddaughter Jessica James, and grandson Sam James 
(Duke ’19) 
 

 
Gus Lee Update   

11/9/2016  
Gus Lee sent an overdue update on his and 
Diane’s wanderings and family events along 
with more photos than I can print since the rule 
still seems to be that a grad has to be included in 
the picture. Gus & Diane have migrated from 
Colorado to a Joint Base Lewis-McCord, 
Washington suburb where their biological son 
and his bride both PCSed with their children 
prior to his medical retirement and her leaving 
the Army as an ICU RN. 

Photo Right: Gus & Diane Lee farther out west 
last fall 



Gus’ & Diane’s biological daughter and 
hubby were both CEOs of missions in 
Africa for a decade and both changed jobs 
after they became parents. All are back on 
the West Coast. Jena has followed in Dad’s 
footsteps by publishing a book. One of the 
Lees’ two adopted children deployed twice 
to Afghanistan and the other is a happily 
married social worker. Gus is still 
consulting in leadership and character and 
hammering on the next book. He is also still 

in touch with Larry Rapisarda, a loyal cohort of the A-3 Avengers. 

Photo Left: Gus Lee with Gen Schwarzkopf in Tampa just before the General fell ill 
 

 
West Point Four  Invade Portland   

11/9/2016  
As reported over the years, four of our 
classmates have established a tradition of 
their own: to continue the comraderie of our 
every five year gatherings. For almost twenty 
years, Mike Hart, Jim Kelley, Bob 
Sweeney, and Jim Thome have gathered 
annually from all parts of the country, along 
with their brides, to spend a long weekend 
exploring another area of our great country. 
This year it was Jim & Kathy Kelley‘s turn 
to plan the weekend, so the group set off for 
the Great Northwest – Portland, Oregon in 
September. The Kelleys flew in from San 
Jose, California where Jim is semi-retired (approaching retirement “with training wheels”) and 
still teaching at Santa Clara University. Mike & Janean Hart, still living in Colorado, flew into 
Sacramento to visit family and then Amtracked to Portland. They had hilarious stories about 
trying to survive in a 3x5 “roomette” overnight. Mike has sold his interest in a residential Home 
Development company, and both Harts highly recommend retirement. After decades of 
governmental consulting based in the Washington, DC area Bob Sweeney retired and he and 
Anne set up new digs in Charlotte, North Carolina. As reported earlier, Jim & Patti Thome’s 
adventure continues in a new home in Knoxville, Tennessee to be closer to their grandchildren. 
Portland was selected, in part, due its several mottos – one of which is, “Keep Portland Weird.” 
Portland is also a great “foodie” destination and is famous for having over 600 food trucks 
throughout the city where food from pretty much anywhere in the world can be found. While 
they let some discretion prevail (nobody wore a tube-top while riding the mechanical bull), they 
did their best to support that foodie tradition. They also visited some beautiful waterfalls, paid 
their respects at the Portland Vietnam Memorial, enjoyed some of the great outdoors that 
Oregon has to offer and sampled some notable local wines. 

Photo: Kelleys, Thomes, Harts, and Sweeneys enjoying some time at the Columbia River Gorge 
outside of Portland 
 
 

 



Ralph Tuccillo and Fred Hoblit Compete in Army-Navy Golf Match   
11/9/2016  

Ralph Tuccillo sent a photo from the annual Army-
Navy Golf Match, which was sponsored by the 
Washington DC Societies for both Academies. The 
event was held at Joint Base Andrews in early 
September. Fred Hoblit and Ralph played, and it was a 
close competition between participants and Academies. 
But Army Won! Ralph and Fred contributed by winning 
their match against a couple of young Navy guys in 
muggy Washington DC weather with the temperature 
up around 95. Ralph attributes their victory to skill and 
that old Recondo training. 

Photo: Ralph Tuccillo and Fred Hoblit beat two Navy 
guys more than 20 years their junior at the 2016 Army-

Navy Golf Match in DC 
 

 
Jewells Take Time to Visit Stott & Bobbie Carleton   

11/9/2016  
While Ralph and Fred were swinging it out at 
the Andrews golf course, Gretchen Jewell 
posted a photo of Tom with Stott Carleton at 
Stott’s & Bobbie’s home on a fjord in 
Edgecome, Maine during the Jewell summer 
travels. Stott and Tom were roomies back in the 
day. Gretchen said that the visit was wonderful 
and relaxing with delicious dock lobster off 
Stott’s boat. 

Photo: Roomies Stott Carleton and Tom Jewell 
in Maine 
 

 
Luck & Longevity – Classmate Runners Still Compete   

11/9/2016  
Progressing into the 70–74 age group, 
Tom Vollrath demonstrated that, with a 
lot of luck and a little longevity anyone 
can make it to the podium. In August, 
Tom won in this age group at the 27th 
West Point Triathlon, and the 32nd Army 
Ten-Miler in October. Tom has done the 
West Point Triathlon (which includes an 
annual award in remembrance of Ken 
Cummings) intermittently for several 
years along with classmates Joe 
Guignon and Pres Miller. 

Photo Left: Tom Vollrath last August at Buckner after winning our age group for the 27th West 
Point Sprint Triathlon 



Pres reported that Tom beat his classmates by a 
significant margin, and the race was run in the 
morning before the Cow Affirmation later that 
day. This year their age group ranks had thinned 
down to 9 making things a bit easier. The Army 
Ten-Miler was another story with 24,000 
runners and 69 in the “mature” age group. Jerry 
Hansen substantiated that Tom came in first in 
our age group at the Army Ten Miler.  Tom 
averaged a fantastic 8:27 minutes per mile! Not 
far behind him was Howard (Skeeter) Kympton 
nineth with a 9:10 minute/mile average. Jerry 
finished a very respectable and enviable 19th with 
a 10:27 minute/mile average. 

Photo Right: TomVollrath showing off his hardware after winning our age group for the Army 
10-Miler last October 
 

 
Local Grads Pitch in for USMA Class of 2018 at Annapolis   

11/9/2016  
To execute the Oath 
of Affirmation 
Ceremony for our 
affiliation Class of 
2018 Cow Cadets 
spending this 
semester at USNA, 
Bob Stroud planned 

a linkup with the West Point Society of Annapolis which dedicated its September meeting to 
this ceremony. Thirteen ’68 participants along with several of their brides joined with Society 
members to make up the 40 USMA affiliates for the ceremony. Seven Cadets of the Class of 
2018 left USNA grounds in "India" whites, bypassing local distractions in downtown Annapolis, 
to arrive on-time for the event. The Cadets introduced themselves by name, USMA Cadet 
Company, USNA Company, and (the usual back-to-school assignment) "what I did this 
summer." During supper with the Cadets, Ralph Tuccillo remarked that, "It was a lot of fun 
interacting with the Cadets and sharing stories. It is amazing how much they have matured in 
only two years. They were impressive." After dinner, Bill Nash spoke about the life and career 
of General John Vessey, emphasizing Vessey placed duty, honor, and country first – always, 
over ego and career interests; and, General Vessey placed joint service interests ahead of Army 
self-interests. Bill challenged the cadets to consider Vessey as a role model. The assemblage 
sang The Corps (demonstrating the desperate need of a glee club member to get everyone in 
tune). Bill led the Cadets in their Oath of Affirmation. Seven '68 classmates (making it more of 
a class event) presented Commemorative Coins to the seven Cadets. To reciprocate, the Cadets 
then presented Commemorative Coins to each '68 attendee. 

Photo: Class participants at the Class of 2018 Affirmation Ceremony sponsored by the West 
Point Society of Annapolis for Cows on the USNA Exchange: Dick Steiner, Bill Marriott, Bill 
Nash, Bob Stroud, Henry Riser, Gordon Tillery, Ralph Tuccillo, Dave Ohle, John Hathaway, 
George Shoener, Bob Beahm, Jon Dodson, and Nellie Laughton 
 

 
 
 

 



Hansens and Ambroses Keep Dale’s Brother’s Memory Fresh  
11/9/2016  
Tony & Linda Ambrose accompanied 
Dale & Joyce Hansen to Dale’s brother’s 
WW II 490th Bomb Squadron veterans’ 
reunion in September in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. Dale’s brother was KIA as a 
B-25 pilot in May 1945. The vets’ names 
are, on left Murray Schenker, and on right 
Joe Barrett (you likely don’t need their 
names, identifying them as WWII 490th 
Bomb Squadron veterans. 

Photo: Joyce & Dale Hansen and Linda & 
Tony Ambrose with two WWII 90th Bomb 
Squadron veterans last September 
 

 

 



1968 Class Notes   

 
John Hedley is Guest Speaker for USMC Event  

 

10/3/2018  
After the Army-Duke game and 
just before the visit of Hurricane 
Florence, John & Margie Hedley 
were the guests of a USMC 
Vietnam reunion of Mike 
company, 3/7 Marines, 1965-70, 
in Wilmington, North Carolina. 
John was the guest speaker at their 
final banquet aboard the USS 
North Carolina. The multi-day 
event began with a memorial 
service for more than the 200 
Marines and Navy Corpsmen that 
were KIA during those years. 
Then, there was an outdoor 
reception and dance. The next 
day, they toured Camp Lejeune with an escort from the Patriot Guard and State Police. They ate 
in a mess hall and went to a firing simulation range where they could fire everything from a Ma 
Deuce to a pistol at huge screens populated by appropriately dressed bad guys, vehicles, etc. that 
went down or blew up as hit – John asked for one for his basement. Throughout the event (and 
as you would have expected), John took some incoming because he was Army and not a Marine. 
But by the end of the presentation, John felt that he had won over the majority of his audience 
with some pretty effective return fire (which included the ’64 Army-Navy game) and realization 
of true inter-service brotherhood under real enemy fire. 

Photo #1 John Hedley by the USS North Carolina less than a week prior to Florence 
 

 
Classmates Join with other Grads at Army-Duke Game  

 

10/3/2018  
Always looking for a reason to 
gather together, classmates from the 
Carolinas and Southeastern coast 
gathered in Durham to see what 
chance the Army Team has this 
season with its opening game 
against Duke. Jeff & Carlie 
Rogers stopped off on their way 
from Florida to the DC area to visit 
family. 

Photo Left: Jeff & Carlie Rogers 
flanking Barbara Gerard and the 
Army-Duke Tailgate 

 



Since they live in neighboring 
Raleigh, neither Mark Barnet nor 
Jim Stanley didn’t have too far to 
travel. Surry & Dorothy Everett 
who, we hope, used the time to 
scout out safer lodging since their 
area around Bath, North Carolina 
was hit hard by Florence. John & 
Margie Hedley traveled about the 
same distance as the Gerards – each 
with other things to do and people 
to see after the game. 

Photo Right: Dr. Chris Hostler (Dutch & Megan’s youngest) with the Incredible Shrinking (in 
height) Scribe, and John Hedley at the Army-Duke Tailgate 
 

 
Classmates Gather for Another Marchback  

 

10/3/2018  
Pres Miller 
forwarded a 
bunch of 
photos of 
classmates 
and brides 
who 
participated 
and cheered 

on hubbies in the Marchback from Camp Buckner for the Class of 2022. As usual, they had a 
grand time mingling with the new cadets and grousing with each other about how much shorter 
the march is now – and how much tougher it has become in recent years. There is good reason 
that, even for classmates who make the complete saunter, they are not provided double bunk 
beds – few can climb up to the upper bunk anymore… 

Photo Left: Classmate Marchback participants Bob Lower, Dutch Hostler, Craig O’Conner, 
Pres Miller, Jerry Holderness, Craig Carson, Dave Martin, Tony Ambrose, and Dale Hansen” 

While at West Point for the Marchback and annual 
Leaders Conference, Dutch Hostler visited the 
Cemetery and took photos of the Some Gave All 
sculpture by James Muir that has been installed (for 
now), near to the Old Cadet Chapel. As addressed at 
our 50th Reunion, the piece was ultimately donated 
to the Academy by the Nothstein family.  Our Class 
is sharing the costs of transporting, mounting and 
installing the sculpture with ’63, ’66 and ’67. During 
the same time, Andy & Betty Shaffer were 
participating in the Military Academy Liaison 
Conference, and Andy brought along an extra copy 
of Both Sides of the Wall – Volume III for the AOG. 
Andy has converted BSOTW – Volume I into Kindle 



and sales from that work will be flowing into our Class Gift Account. 

Photo Right: The Some Gave All statue created by James Muir at the Cemetery 
 

 
Greg Camp Sets Out In Search of Classmates  

 

10/3/2018  
Since no classmates other 
than Greg Camp live in the 
Columbus, Georgia, he has 
decided to travel to see what 
the United States offers that 
entices classmates to places 
other than the home of the 
Queen of Battle. One of his 
stops was at the urging of 
friends who discovered the 
most patriotic and military 
friendly coffee shop in the 

world – Richards in Mooresville, North Carolina. Richard’s is very close in proximity to a 
relative of Greg’s – as well as Infantry classmate John Hedley, who also plays a major role in 
keeping the coffee shop and military museum going. When Greg and his entourage arrived at 
Richard’s, he met up with John and presented the coffee shop with a 1:50,000 North Vietnamese 
map, hand drawn on rice paper, to display as part of the museum collectables. Greg was really 
taken with downtown Mooresville and the barbecue it offered, and gave John & Margie 
permission to stay there. 

Photo: John Hedley, Blimpy, and Greg Camp outside of Richard’s Coffee Shop in Mooresville, 
NC 
 

 
Greg Camp Continues Travels ISO Classmates  

 

10/3/2018  
Earlier this summer, Greg 
& Joni Camp ventured to 
Colorado to meet face-to-
face with his old roomie, 
fellow Infantryman and 
class Memorial Article 
coordinator Gary 
Halstead and Gary’s 
bride, Patti. Greg was just 
in time to see the Colorado 
classmate gaggle that puts 
on an annual picnic 
normally in conjunction 
with an Alcoa U football 
game. Greg was blown away with the number of classmates in attendance. Also during the 
Camps’ visit, the Halsteads picked them up in Ft Collins, where they had lunch with Don & 
Louanne Johnson. From Don's house, they toured The Colorado State University, drove to 
Boulder to see Colorado University then visited Red Rocks Amphitheater enroute to the 
Halsteads’ home in Castle Rock. 



Photo Right: Greg Camp and Gary Halstead flank Gary’s and Patti’s and Jim & Rene Orahood 
grandkids – all Zoomies 

The next day they did the USAFA trip 
and toured it thoroughly, as it was open to 
parents and families of all cadets 
following their Wing Parade.  Since the 
Zoomies are not big at strolling in large 
groups, they only do a complete “Wing” 
level parade three times  -- Acceptance 
Parade with the new “Doolies,”  Parents’ 
Weekend, and the Graduation Parade. 
There, they met up with three of Gary’s 
and Patti’s grandchildren – all USAFA 
cadets – and also grandkids of Jim & 
Rene Orahood. The next day, they 
toured Gary’s old school (Colorado 
School of Mines in Golden) went to 
Central City, ate lunch and drove over one 

of Colorado’s many 14,000 foot peaks and thoroughly scared everyone as they got above tree 
line.  Their last day together included a tour of downtown Denver and eventually heading to 
Colorado Springs for a handoff to Chuck & Joyce Canella, where the Camps stayed for three 
more days. 

Photo Left: Gary Halstead, Greg Camp, and Don Johnson at Don’s home in Ft Collins, CO 
 

 
Dallens and Millers Underscore Life After Reunion  

 

10/3/2018  
Last month, John & Frances Dallen combined 
reunion decompression, Texas heat escape, 
family, and adventure traveling to Washington 
State, British Colombia, and Alaska. They started 
out by spending a week in Washington State with 
daughter, Christina, exploring Mt. Rainier and 
Olympia National Parks and visiting 
Tumwater/Olympia. Then, they plodded on to 
British Columbia for a breath of smoke-filled air 
and to see how it affects the wildlife, and on to 
Denali National Park in Alaska. As usual, John 
dutifully chronicled his and Frances’ trip for the 
curious at http://dallen.posthaven.com. 

Photo Right: Frances & John Dallen playing in 
Northwest North America 



Jack & Meg Miller gave up trying 
to escape the summer heat of the 
Southeast by traveling from 
Alabama to Seaside, Florida for 
their annual beach vacation. How 
do you go on a vacation when 
you’re retired? Jack reports that 
they would have won the “Seaside 
500” kayak race if there actually 
was such an event – and if there 
were no other participants.  He 
further stated that the raising of the 
paddles in the photo could be 
misinterpreted as a sign of victory; 

however, Jack said the truth is that he and Meg raised the paddles to signify their relief that they 
made it safely back to shore. 

Photo Left: Jack & Meg Miller making believe that they won the Seaside 500 
 

 
Jerry Cobb and Elwood Cobey Share What Happened After 50 Years  

 

10/3/2018  
 
Jerry & Kathy Cobb 
celebrated their 50th with 
kids and grandkids with a 
Caribbean cruise on the 
Allure of the Seas. 
Meanwhile, Elwood & 
Mary-Lou Cobey shared 
a photo of them and their 
progeny at the 50 year 
mark – plus 10 days – on 
June 18th. 

Photo Right: Kathy & 
Jerry Cobb celebrating their 50th cruising the Caribbean with their family 

Photo Left: The 
Cobey clan 
celebrating their 
50th 

 

 
 

 



Ross & Sue Nagy Share Day One Leading to a Golden Wedding Anniversary  
10/3/2018  
Ross Nagy sent photos of his and 
Sue’s wedding – complete with 
the traveling sabre 
bearers/ushers. As a backup, 
Gordon Sayre mused in his 
remembrance in Both Sides of the 
Wall – Vol III that the first time 
he wore his Army blue officer 
service cap was at Ross’ & Sue’s 
wedding in Vermont on June 9th. 
It was later used at Pete & Cathy 
Swan’s and Mike & Kit 
Havey’s weddings as well as his 
own to Alix at Fort Belvoir on 
December 8th. 

Photo: Day one of Nagy wedded bliss with mobile sabre bearers/ushers From left to right the 
traveling road show of sabre bearers/groomsmen are: Rick Miller, Art Coogler, Ralph 
D'Alessandro, Mike Havey, Aandy Corcoran (best man), Gordy Sayre and Bob Mills 
 

 
E3 Classmates Do More Than Golf  

 

10/3/2018  
Joe Henry reported that, for the last several years, 
in early August, a group of E-3 classmates have 
gathered outside of New Orleans near Venice to fish 
for redfish. Using a full service professional guide 
service with overnight lodging and sumptuous meals 
in the Delta at the bottom of the Mississippi River, 
they were either going after the 40-inch bull reds on 
a catch and release basis or the small edible reds to 
eat and take home. 

Photo Left: Chuck Jones with a bull red he snagged 
around the Mississippi Delta 

Venice is the Redfish capital of the 
world. This year, the gang was made 
up of Jack Bussa, Bill Flowers, 
Chuck Jones and Joe. The longest fish 
was 47” and usually took two guys to 
hold. Bill caught a jack that took 30 
minutes to haul in. Naturally, the 
winners took home some cash as well. 



Although hot and humid out there with the oil rigs, the guys have finally learned how to protect 
themselves from UV rays and celebrated another great trip. 

Photo Right: Bill Flowers, Jack Bussa, and Joe Henry – the only thing they didn’t catch was 
rays 
 

 
Reunion Rejuvenates Bill McCrone  

 

10/3/2018  
When Bill McCrone came home to 
Monterey after our reunion, you’d think that 
he would correctly rest up -- 
WRONG.  Some people might think he is 
disabled in the head as well as the heart, but 
he is running for Mayor of Monterey this 
November. He has discovered that he is too 
young to hang up his spurs. He decided to 
run against an entrenched incumbent in 
league with wealthy waterfront merchants 
who has been gorging at the public trough for 
50 years. He figures it is way past time to 
clean up the Waterfront. His website with 

link to FB is mccroneformayor2018.org. Since he is underfunded, Bill feels that it will be an 
uphill battle, but hopefully "No Task Too Great for '68"... 

Photo: Mr. Mayor (we hope) Bill McCrone is revitalized 
 

 
Steve & Kitty Rodger’s Recollections of our 50th Reunion  

 

10/3/2018  
Kitty Rodgers was the family 
photographer while Steve made the 
rounds to renew friendships with 
classmates he had been company 
mates with prior to the fragmentation 
of E2 and G2. 

Photo Right: Steve Rodgers flanked 
by Mike Wells and Harold Timboe at 
our reunion 



Steve & Kitty did a great job of 
capturing photos of friends. As 
noted before software limitations 
allow only two photos, the 
remainder can be found in the AOG 
and West-Point.org photo albums. 

Photo Left: Long time company 
mates of Steve Rodgers, Jocko 
Merriam and Jim Lawton 

 

 
Shipleys Relate Early Golden Anniversary Celebration with the Shimps  

 

10/3/2018  
While prevailing on the hospitality 
of Dick & Kathy Shipley  and 
their neighbors(which included an 
all-out attack on their liquor larder 
and wine caves) at the Shipley 
compound on Deep Lake in 
northeastern fire-ravaged 
Washington State, they told 
Barbara and me about a plan that 
they devised last spring with Bob 
& Carol Shimp while the Shipleys 
were visiting the Shimps in their 
tower in the sky in Houston. 

Photo Right: Dick & Kathy Shipley 
with a happy Barbara Gerard 
celebrating fall with a cocktail cruise on Deep Lake 

They got the jump on all of us 
regarding Golden Anniversary 
celebrations by making reservations at 
the Culinary Institute of America (the 
fun CIA that will torture you with 
cholesterol) in Hyde Park, New York 
just prior to our 50th reunion. No 
question that the two couples showed 
up in Tarrytown well fed and not 
hungry – but maybe thirsty… As 
always when Kathy is present, other 
phone calls were made that found the 

Shimps in Iceland, and the Hiatts and Hostlers away from their phones. 

Photo Left: Kathy & Dick Shipley with Bob & Carol Shimp about to interrogate a five course 
meal at the CIA in Hyde Park 
 



John Dodson Speaks at The Wall That Heals Mobile Exhibit   
8/31/2018  
John (Tony) Dodson was the finale 
speaker in a week of The Wall That 
Heals Mobile Exhibit – a half scale 
replica of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, DC and 
created by the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Fund (VVMF). It was 
designed to travel to communities 
throughout the United States. It was 
erected on the Newburgh waterfront, 
and after five days, even with 
torrential rains, had brought in over 
20,000 by the time John spoke on a 
hot and steamy Sunday. John was 
moved to see nearly 40 actual VN vets 
from around Newburgh. Newburgh had about a dozen names on the Wall. John reported that his 
discourse was completely non-PC, from the heart, and really resonated, much more than he 
expected.  He further said that it was heartwarming to see their pride and finding their own 
thoughts were much in unison with what was said.  One of the veterans he met was a retired 
COL that he had taught in Sosh! John forwarded a couple of the articles he used for research 
that give details on the points that were made, and Andy Shaffer has posted them on our 
http://www.westpointclassof1968.com/ website. 

Photo: John Dodson speaking in Newburgh in front of The Wall That Heals Mobile Exhibit 
 

 
DC Summer Luncheon Elicits News and Great Absence Reasons  

 

8/31/2018  
Bless Gordon Tillery and Norm O’Meara for organizing luncheons for classmates who 
continue to live in and may be passing through the Washington, DC area. The summer event 
brought more “regrets” than normal… Tom McNaugher was in England. Bill Nash was at 
West Point giving his grandkids a (recruiting) tour. Chuck Hawkins was at his “homestead” in 
Alaska getting ready to go to Pearl Harbor to sick friend sit. Bill Marriott went to the beach. 
Ralph & Sandy Tuccillo were with family (including three sons and spouses or girlfriends, and 
6 grandkids) at Hampton Beach, New Hampshire – a 10-year tradition.  John & Sharon 
Cruden were in Santa Fe, New Mexico where John was the opening speaker to a large 
environmental conference. They then spent a long weekend at a Native American resort near 
Albuquerque. Although Dick & Paulette Steiner now live in Williamsburg, Dick still attends – 
when he can. This time, he was in Las Vegas at magic convention. Ralph Tildon had to cancel 
due to a horrible reaction to the first of the two part new shingles shot protocol. Among those 
who did attend was Larry Jordan – still basking in the afterglow of his Distinguished Graduate 
confirmation. George Shoener brought a 5th Mech shoulder patch for Gordie’s hobby 
collection. Terry Wong, a regular at lunches – announced that he has placed his house on the 
market and will be severing ties with the Dept. of State as soon as he and Kristine accept an 
offer and will move to Washington state. Pete Sowa offered to look into a possible 
classmate/spouse outing at the "Cold War Museum" at the old Vint Hill Farms Station ( 
http://www.coldwar.org/ ), coupled with a visit to an adjacent winery or brewery. Tommy 
Barnes checked in from his home in Cullman, Alabama to ask that he be kept on the luncheon 
email list because he and Bonnie have kids in the DC area and they are there a couple of times a 
year. A more mobile John Keane was welcomed back back after his prolonged absence. 
Although health has kept him grounded, he is still working and talked about a software system 



about to be deployed that integrates digitized military medical records. Jess Gatlin talked about 
the Honor Flight and the fun he has meeting vets at airports or monuments.  Jess is a Glee Club 
alum which performs for them. Bob Balog is a regular doing that too. After it had been read, all 
in attendance wanted a copy of Chuck Gantner’s creation, The Spirit of '68, which is also 
available on our http://www.westpointclassof1968.com/ website. 
 

 
Second Regiment Classmates Participate in Clandestine Meeting  

 

8/31/2018  
Skip Greeby (E-2) reported that he 
met with Bill Marriott (A-2) and 
Bruce Sweeny (E-2) at a clandestine 
“reception” in the Shenandoah Valley 
in Virginia. Skip marveled that Both 
Bill and Bruce remained in the Army 
for over 20 years as Signal Corp 
files.  Skip, a shy and soft spoken 
Engineer got out in nine years and 
wonders if his whiter hair and the fact 
that Bill and Bruce haven’t aged at all 
says anything about that decision? Or, 
it could be that he’s five years older 
than them. Skip and Bruce were Beast 
roommates, E-2 company-mates all 4 

years, and Ranger buddies. I believe that Skip has hit upon the distinct uniqueness of words like 
roommate, company mate, teammate, and classmate in our Academy lexicon. 

Photo: Skip Greeby, Bill Marriott, and Bruce Sweeny memorize each other’s name tags in 
Virginia 
 

 
Jack & Meg Miller Continue Travel and Comfort by Cruisin” Up the River:  

 

8/31/2018  
Jack & Meg Miller recently 
took their second river 
cruise.  Jack reported that the 
weather was fine and they 
were able to enjoy the open air 
dining on the longship.  As the 
photo depicts, beer was always 
a refreshing beverage, 
especially just before their 
lunch while docked at Mainz 
on the Rhine.  Apparently, the 
hot weather in Europe will 
negatively impact the barley 
crop and hence beer 
production.  But the same 
weather will improve wine 
production, so fortunately during their trip they took a left turn at Koblenz onto the Moselle 
River where vineyards dotted the river banks.  And, of course, the wine was also a refreshing 
delight… 



Photo: Meg & Jack Miller enjoying longboat river cruising on an alleged “warm day” (note 
long sleeved shirt) – another reason to drink 
 

 
John & Margie Hedley Host Fourth of July Celebration  

 

8/31/2018  
As if the reunion 
and beginning of 
Golden Wedding 
anniversaries 
weren’t enough, 
leave it to John 
& Margie 
Hedley to 
continue their 
traditional Fourth 
of July Open 
House gathering 
in celebration of 

company and classmates and their service. While they did forego participation in a local parade, 
they fired both their bow rider (to spread classmate cheer around the lake) and the grill (to 
provide protein and cholesterol) for classmates. 

Photo: Ray Rhodes, Fred Shahid, and John Hedley Celebrating the Fourth of July 
 

 
A Little News Filters in about Golden Wedding Anniversaries  

 

8/31/2018  
Fifty years ago this summer, a lot of 
new cars containing newlyweds 
were scurrying around the US 
acting like they were in a giant 
volleyball game rotating from one 
wedding to another. Bachelors 
Mike Mears, Dutch Hostler, and 
Peter Wallace flew to Honolulu to 
be in Gary & Cookie Roberson’s 
wedding and watch Cookie hula to 
the Hawaiian Wedding Song for 
Gary. Fifty years later, the 
Robersons celebrated their Golden 
Anniversary with their kids and 
their families at the incredible 
Nemacolin Woodlands Resort just 
outside of Pittsburgh. 

Photo Right: Janet & Charlie Lieb 
flanking the 1968 Liebs at their Golden Celebration 



Henry & Karen Riser were 
also with kids and grandkids 
in Annapolis. Dick & Kathy 
Shipley stayed at one with 
nature at their compound on 
Deep Lake, Washington. 
Charlie & Janet Lieb had 
themselves cloned to a lighter 
form and celebrated with 
family and friends at their 
home (AKA one of the 
world’s most expensive 
laundromats) in DePere (just 
outside Green Bay) 
Wisconsin. And Bill & Suzie 
Mulvey celebrated by 
checking into McGuires Pub 

in Senoia, Georgia for lunch prior to flying to their little piece of paradise on Bonaire for some 
serious lionfish hunting.  Who and what else have I missed? 

Photo Left: Bill & Suzie Mulvey celebrating with Guinness 
 

 
Tom & Brenda McConnell Renew Vows in a More Formal Manner  

 

8/31/2018  
TC McConnell reported that 
when his bride, Brenda, 
discovered she could get into 
her original wedding dress 
from that momentous evening 
of 5 June 1968, she started a 
campaign to renew their 
marriage vows on their 50th 
anniversary.  And the 
planning took off.  Bill 
Robinson and Jimmy Walsh, 
two of TC’s original saber 
bearers at the McConnells’ 
wedding, in the Cadet Chapel, 
agreed to show up and do it 
again for the renewal of their vows at the Basilica of Saints. 

Photo Right: TC & Brenda McConnell renewing vows and reflecting that getting married is fun 



Peter & Paul where TC 
serve as an ordained 
Roman Catholic permanent 
deacon.  Brenda’s 93-year 
old dad traveled from Mt. 
Holly, NC, to walk his 
daughter down the 
aisle.  TC’s and Brenda’s 
granddaughters served as 
Flower Girl and Altar 
Server and their son, 
David, escorted his 90-yr 
old grandmother (Brenda’s 
mom) to her seat.  Their 
daughter, Mary Catherine, 
sang “Ave 

Maria”.  Needless to say, it was a grand event still being talked about in Chattanooga. 

Photo Left: The McConnell re-wedding party with Brenda & TC flanking parents and Jimmy 
Walsh and Bill Robinson flanking Brenda & TC   
 

 
Golden Wedding Anniversary – Day One – A-1 to H-2  

 

8/31/2018  
During a recent confab with Greg Camp, he 
mentioned that he had heard that Bob & Randy 
Hensler waited a while after graduation to get 
married – three hours. After checking with 
Bob’s bio, you can discover that this A-1 file 
was not the first to wed. Bob & Randy were 
third line at the Cadet Chapel behind company 
and occasional roommates Ron Wernicke and 
Scott Vickers. 

Photo Right: Bob & Randy Hensler about 
3:30PM on June 5, 1968 at Battle Monument 

Bob remembers that his saber bearers were 
Donny Colglazier, Pres Miller, Jay Kelly, 

John Hedley, Eric Kunz and Tommy 
Moore, and that they got married so early 
so they could get back to Des Moines, 
Iowa so Randy could finish her nurses 
training. No word yet as to how they 
celebrated their Golden wedding 
anniversary, but Vic & Pat Hiatt – who 
were married at 6:30 PM on June 5th by 



Chaplain Ford at the Cadet Chapel –celebrated their big event in Maine, with Pat’s mom, 
chowing down on lobster. 

Photo Left: Vic & Pat Hiatt celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary on a foggy Maine 
day 
 

 
Gerards Follow Hiatts 50 Years Ago at Cadet Chapel  

 

8/31/2018  
After a brief critique about the 
Hiatts’ nuptials by Chaplain 
Ford, it was Barbara’s and my 
turn at the alter with Chaplain 
Wilson.  Since Vic and I were 
company mates and we were 
inviting mostly the same 
classmates to our receptions and 
we were both close to having the 
same number of family 
members from out of town, we 
(actually, our parents in-laws) 
split the reception at the Stewart 
AFB Officers Club – with the 
strict understanding that we 
were on our own after that… 

Photo Right: Barbara & Dave Gerard boxed in by saber bearers Gary Roberson, John Hedley, 
Andy Shaffer, and Dick Shipley with Betty Shaffer and Dutch Hostler in the background about 
7PM on June 5, 2018 on a paddle wheeler on Lake Norman 

Fifty years later I asked my 
Best Man, Dutch Hostler, 
and groomsmen/saber 
bearers Bob Alexander, 
Tom Burnette, Gary 
Roberson, Don Roberts, 
Dick Shipley, and Peter 
Wallace to be our guests at 
Lake Norman on June 5th 
and be part of a brief 
informal ceremony. While 
travel and health issues 
precluded most of the guys 
from participating, Dutch & 
Megan, Gary & Cookie, and 

Dick & Kathy made it. As classmates have melded into family and almost family, we enlisted 
Andy Shaffer (my roommate for over two years and Barbara’s brother-in-law and Vic Hiatt’s 
Best Man) and John Hedley (we were Poopschool classmates 55 years ago and lake neighbors 
now) to round out groomsman/saber duties. 

Photo Left: Dick Shipley, Dutch Hostler, Orca, Andy Shaffer, Gary Roberson, John Hedley, and 
Henry Riser providing somewhat dated but expertadvice to entering cadets at expert advice 
prior to anniversary festivities at Lake Norman 
 



Rare Summer Photos of Dutch & Megan Hostler   
8/31/2018  
Reflecting back on our 50th reunion 
celebration, everyone in attendance saw 
blurs of Dutch & Megan Hostler 
(AKA the Reunion Committee) as they 
scurried from the check-in/registration 
area to the ballrooms, to Snuffy’s, to 
the patio, to the busses, and the various 
events at West Point and the hotel. 
They not only planned and executed 
this highly successful event, they also 
moderated, participated, and attended – 
only at a slightly faster pace than the 
hectic stride experienced by the rest of 
us. 

Photo Right: Megan & Dutch Hostler during a lull in the action at supper during our 50th 
reunion 

There is no doubt that they not 
only took all recommendations 
forwarded by classmates and 
brides during earlier gatherings 
into account, but they continued 
on after the reunion to wrap up 
loose ends, visited and cared for 
family on the East Coast, visited 
classmates, counselled incoming 
cadets and their families, and 
found time for Dutch to 
participate, as he did 50 years 
ago, as my Best Man when 
Barbara and I renewed our vows 
on a Lake Norman paddle 

wheeler – as close as they got to Paul DeCoursey’s recommendation that they take a sea cruise 
after the reunion to unwind. 

Photo Left: Megan & Dutch Hostler on June 5, 2018 aboard the Catawba Queen in North 
Carolina 
 

 
Hank Gregor Reflects on Last Notes Posting  

 

8/31/2018  
Hank Gregor dropped a note to say he was fascinated to read about Bill McCrone, Pat Jonas, 
and John Spengler and their proximity and interaction during Lam Son 719, as Hank 
commanded the lead tank company, leading the column that moved out from the Quang Tri AO, 
passing the "Rock Pile," establishing an operating base. and then heading further west 
toward  Khe Sanh. It was interesting to find out now, decades later, how many from '68 were 
there. Now, he suspects that there were other classmates involved as well. He read our last Notes 
posting while on the road working as a fill in for a doc on medical convalescence. During that 
time, he had the privilege of attending at the birth of an Afghan war veteran's newborn daughter. 
While he never achieved his pipe dream (met by Tony Ambrose) of attending at the birth of a 



classmate's child (a dream that morphed into "grandchild" and now, "greatgrandchild"!) it's a 
distinct satisfaction that he greatly appreciates when given a chance to serve the family of 
someone who served our nation in harm's way. This latest Mom was a transportation outfit 
member and an IED survivor, so that made it more special. Then, to come in and read Notes 
about Classmates, it just cements the service connection. With regard to that classmate delivery 
pipe dream, Hank intends to hang it up before the hope morphs into "great-grandchild.” Now, if 
he can only figure out what he is to "hang up" ........  speculum, gloves, forceps, scalpel? 
 

 
As Usual, A2/D2/G2/H2 Turns Out In Force  

 

8/3/2018  
While the 
original 
classmates 
from 
A2/D2 – 
that 
transformed 
into H2 
(with some 
from G2 
still 
showing 
close ties) – 
don’t get together on a grand (ala Zoo) scale in between reunions, they certainly make up for it 
by turning out en masse at the five year reunion gatherings – with lots of news. Bob Alexander 
left Trish with their kids since she had mobility issues and Bob had volunteered to help run the 
golf tournament – which included bringing enough cigars to put Cuba out of business. Mike 
Mears John O’Neal, and Rick Wright also showed up stag because of travel schedule conflicts 
– in fact, John flew in from England. Peter Wallace and his bride, Barbara, made their annual 
pilgrimage from Tampa, Florida to France in April only to return in May to attend son Steve’s 
multi rescheduled change of battalion command at Ft Drum and our reunion. Irene Drummond 
is on the mend – as is Megan Hostler – healing from fractured knee-cap issues – the orthopaedic 
malady du jure for company wives. My bride lost her knee cap a couple of decades ago before it 
was fashionable… Dave Drummond is helping Irene mend by running further and faster than 
he ever did as a cadet. Carl Woessner is still running Dayton Supply & Tool Co. and mending 
nicely from his earlier cardiac events. Dick & Kathy Shipley attended our 45th reunion via 
Face Time and are happy to make a personal appearance this time – especially with the weather 
in Texas. Steve Winsor was quite proud of his positive health turnaround. 

Photo Right: Rick Wright, Sherrry & Carl Woessner, Phil & Linda Samuel, Mike Mears, Pete 
Wallace & Barbara, and Irene & Dave Drummond catching up 

Vic & 
Pat 
Hiatt 
were 
passing 
through 
the 
reunion 
sites on 
their 



way to Maine with Pat’s mother to escape the Florida heat. Phil & Linda Samuel and Andy & 
Betty Shaffer echoed the Shipleys and Hiatts’ thoughts. About the only classmate who lives in 
Texas and likes the heat in Johnny Johnston who heard about triple digit temps in Killeen and 
decided at the last minute to stay there rather than attend the reunion. As usual, Chris Ohlinger 
swooped in like a monsoon – and appeared to be just as wet – but most of us thought it best not 
to ask him what he was doing or what his plans were because the term “premediated” could be 
used. Bob & Cherie Lower continue to teach in their respective high schools in New Jersey 
because they say their students keep them young – still seems like an eerie thing in Bob’s case… 
Gary & Cookie Roberson still live in the Pittsburgh suburbs and, while Gary considers himself 
fully retired from law, he is only semi-retired from the commercial real estate boom that has re-
invigorated Western Pennsylvania. The area has garnered impressive titles such as USAA’s 
“Best Place to Retire for Veterans” and Movoto’s “Smartest City in the USA” – no doubt due to 
Gary’s positive community input. While friends tell him that he should retire, Cookie knows the 
buttons to push by telling him that his professional activities keep him young – and provide 
income to travel back to Hawaii whenever they want – or the kids want them. 

Photo Left: Andy Shaffer, Chris Ohlinger, Vic Hiatt, Mike Mears, Bob Lower, Rick Wright, 
Dave Drummond, Steve Winsor, Gary Roberson, and Phil Samuel – smiles all around 
 

 
More Photos of A2/D2/G2/H2  

 

8/3/2018  
Photo Right: Kathy & Dick Shipley 
enjoying it all at the reunion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Left: Barbara Gerard helping her 
sister, Betty Shaffer and Ed Lorentzen 
celebrate being in air conditioning away 
from Texas 

 

 
 
 

 



B3/G3 Moves Off-Post  
8/3/2018  
Jim Orahood and Marty 
Bowling reported that some of 
the B3/G3 crowd discovered it 
was good to have a classmate and 
old company mate who remained 
in the West Point Community. 
John & Charlie Dodson invited 
some of the old gang and their 
brides over to his beautiful old 
home overlooking the Hudson 
for a quieter gathering. Back 
when we were drooling over our 
first cars, Mike Mears and John 
were contemplating buying a 
home in Highland Falls that was normally occupied by members of the USMA band – John 
followed through. Later, when the class started rotating back to our Alma Matre as members of 
Staff and Faculty, John needed a place for family and a little more solitude so he informed the 
band members to move on and he started renovating. 

Photo Right: Front: Wally Magathan, Alan Crecelius, Jim Orahood, John Dodson; 2nd:  Ed 
Hobbs, Marty Bowling, Maurice Adams;  3&4: Dan Limbaugh, Bill Nash, Joe O’Connor, Mike 
Toole, and John Gonzales at John Dodson’s home by Buttermilk Falls 

There was a time when Architectural Digest 
wanted to run a spread on John’s home; 
however, John realized that tax assessors 
subscribed to the magazine and demurred. 
If you ever have a chance to see the inside 
and learn the history of this unique 
mansion, jump on it. 

Photo Left: Marty & Barbara Bowling 
outside the Cadet Chapel at the 50th 
Reunion 

 

 
 
 

 



New Brides and Companions Introduced to Class at Reunion  
8/3/2018  
Paulette Steiner was not the only new bride to attend our reunion, but at least Dick eased her 
into introductions with smaller gatherings of classmates around the DC area. Although 
Poopschool classmates Steve Herman, Dave 
Carraway, Tom Burnette live in the 
Savannah, Georgia area, their lifestyles, 
professional dealings, and family 
relationships are so diverse that they rarely 
get together. Consequently, Steve’s only 
recourse was to throw his bride, Gerry, into 
the deep end and hope for the best. I’m not 
sure who it was harder on. Gerry always 
appeared cool, interested, and gracious as she 
learned about Steve’s life as a cadet, Armor 
officer and incidentals before medicine and 
the South while Steve always appeared to 
look like a deer in headlights – especially at meal times – wondering what a classmate was 
going to do or say. Was silverware going to be passed off the table in preparation for “Animal 
Night” or was a classmate going to take a particular shine to dessert and whip out his dinner 
knife to lay the groundwork for going “Large Richard”? Fortunately, most bad habits and 
practices were curtailed and the Herman relationship lasted. 

Photo: Gerry & Steve Herman at our reunion 
 

 
Reunion Made Bill McCrone Feel 50 Years Younger  

 

8/3/2018  
Bill McCrone said that our 
50th reunion was the most fun 
he has had in a long time. He 
renewed friendships and shared 
so many reminisces they were 
only yesterday. He echoed that 
four days was not long enough 
to connect with all he wanted 
to greet.  He found it funny 
how he would recognize faces 
and names from the other half 
(1st & 3rd Regiments), but not 
remember why we were friends 
in our partitioned Corps. His 
most amazing remembrance 
happened right after he and 

Carol checked in on Saturday afternoon, when they approached the elevator, and he recognized 
Pat Jonas standing there with his wife and grandson.  

Photo Left: James Muir, Pat Jonas, and Nellie Laughton at Snuffy’s 

One of his favorite photos was of four of his best friends from A4 –  Ray Lynch, Bill McAdams, 
Brick Sweet, and Jerry Hansen.  All but are from the California contingent of A4, and Ray's 
daughter lives here now. 



After exchanging 
greeting, Pat turned 
to his grandson and 
said, "He's the guy 
whose foot I landed 
my helicopter on 
west of Khe Sanh." 
Bill was stunned and 
shouted out, "That 
was you, Pat?"  Bill 
was charged with 
opening up a 
highway in support of pending Lam Son 719 when his Engineer Commander flew out to inspire 
him. The commander was a busy man so he called Bill over to his hovering C&C ship to spur 
him on in the rotor wash just as the pilot settled the helicopter on the ground – and Bills foot. 
Bill yelled and the aviator lifted off, cutting the inspirational speech off and relieving Bills foot. 
Bill never knew that Pat was the Peter Pilot. 

Photo Right: A4 California guys Ray Lynch, Bill McCrone, Bill McAdams, Brick Sweet, and 
Jerry Hansen 
 

 
Bill McCrone Remembers More  

 

8/3/2018  
Part of Bill’s 
participation in Lam 
Son 719 was when his 
Engineer company 
pulled into the old 
special forces camp at 
Lang Vei, 1.  It was 
then being set up as the 
forward base of the 5th 
Mech Bde and Bill was 
staying just for the 
night before moving on 
west.  When he 
checked in with a unit 

on his perimeter flank to coordinate defensive positioning and fires, he ran into his old 
roommate John Spengler, who commanded that battery. They had not seen each other since 
John’s wedding in Jan '69 at West Point, and Bill thought he was then in Germany.  They had all 
of about two minutes to talk.  Unfortunately they have not seen each other since – the Spenglers 
were unable to make the reunion from Arizona. 

Photo Left: The original G2 classmates who morphed into A2 and D2: Front row- By Shields, 
Mike Romash, Bill McCrone, Bill McAdams, Brick Sweet, Warren Bowland, and Fr Mike 
Cerrone; Back Row - Dave Martin, Rich Carlson, Ray Puffer, Ray Lynch, Jerry Hansen, and 
Steve Lyons 



Bill was also thrilled to see the widows 
of two of his best friends attending the 
reunion, Katy Vehlow and Bette 
Spengler Meuleners – both of whom 
Chris Ohlinger referred to as his 
Class Angels. Bill always saw Chuck 
Vehlow as indestructible – but was 
one of the first in the class to contract 
Agent Orange which induced prostate 
cancer caused him to pass away last 
July. Henry Spengler was KIA in 
1972 and the last Engineer officer to 
be lost in Vietnam. Bette showed Bill 
an article written by (the infamous) Oliver North (USNA 68) in 2002 which celebrated the 200th 
Anniversary of USMA.  Among the notable graduates he exalted was his friend, Henry 
Spengler, for his unheralded sacrifice and service to the nation in Vietnam – a belated but warm 
remembrance of Bill’s Ranger Buddy and best friend. Bill had long thought that that he had met 
North and that was finally confirmed – Ollie was Henry's exchange Middie during our Cow 
year. 

Photo Right: – Bill McCrone with class angels Katy Vehlow and Bette Spengler Meuleners 
 

 
Jim Thome Adds one to the “West Point Four”  

 

8/3/2018  
Jim Thome 
broke the code of 
how to log onto 
and peruse the 
photos offered 
bycadetissue.com, 
the commercial 
photographer who 
covered our 
reunion, and 
found a favorite 

subject – the “West Point Four” – the infamous traveling companions who keep the reunion 
party going in between reunion years. This year, they allowed an addition to their traditional 
photo – a additional classmate – Gordon Zophy – a company mate of Mike Hart and Bob 
Sweeney – and possibly an original company mate of Jim Kelley. 

Photo: Gordon Zophy with the West Point Four couples Mike & Janean Hart, Jim & Kathy 
Kelley, Bob & Ann Sweeney and Pat & Jim Thome 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Classmates Maintain Contact with a Gold Star Brother  
8/3/2018  
Art Coogler used our reunion as a means to rekindle a 54-year family friendship.  He has been 
in touch with Don Van Cook’s brother, Bill, for many years. The Van Cook family, in the 
Bronx, somewhat "adopted" Art and many 
other classmates (especially during Plebe 
year). Art and Don started out in company 
H2, but during the expansion, Art went to 
B4 and Don went to D4. Art was at Ft. 
Riley with 1/70 Armor with 24th Infantry 
Division when Don was killed (first in our 
class) in Kontum with 14th Field Artillery. 
As it was in those days, Art didn't have the 
funds to come back for Don’s burial at 
West Point. Art and Bill have met up 
during a couple of previous reunions. Bill 
lives near Poughkeepsie and works down 
closer to Tarrytown. Bill visited a few 
hours with Art and his late wife, Pat, at the 45th reunion. Art invited Bill to come down and 
enjoy a buffet supper with the class. Bill is the only survivor of that Van Cook branch. As a 
Gold Star Brother, Art and the classmates who were taken in by Don’s and Bill’s parents all 
those years ago see Bill as an honorary member of our class. Since Don, Ross Nagy, and Art 
were roommates during second Beast, Ross and Art especially enjoyed Bill’s visit – as did 
several other classmates who knew Don. 

Photo: Art Coogler, Ross Nagy and Don Van Cook’s brother, Bill 
 

 
Alan Crecelius Sees Reunion as a Jumping Off Spot  

 

8/3/2018  
Since Alan Crecelius and his bride, Sandy, 
live on the west coast, they saw our reunion 
as a first leg to further travel. After the 
reunion, they flew to Edinburgh and took The 
Royal Scotsman Train on a 5-day trip 
through the Scottish Highlands – a “bucket 
list” experience. 

Photo Left: Alan Crecelius by an antique 
phone booth in Edinburgh – two relics 
holding each other up 

 

 

 

 

 



They then flew to Venice and 
revisited a city they both love. Then, 
on to Sicily (where they had  never 
been before) for a great four days in 
the Grand Hotel Timeo in Taormina, 
where they were given an fanciful 
upgrade to a very large suite with an 
even larger terrace that afforded 
spectacular views. Finally, they flew 
to Basel and boarded a Crystal river 
cruise down the Rhine to Amsterdam. 
Alan submitted this report three weeks 
after they returned to their home in 
San Diego because it took them that 
long to recover – not as easy as in 
younger years. 

Photo Right: Sandy Comrie and Alan Crecelius aboard The Royal Scottsman after the reunion 
 

 

 



1968 Class Notes   

 
Roommates Dave Martin and Rick Goodell Link Up  

 

7/11/2018  
Dave Martin said that he wanted to make sure he 
got together with his Beast Barracks roommate, 
Rick Goodell. They were in Central Area in New 
Cadet Company 4, with a motto: "Studs Go Fourth." 
After Beast, they were in Old North (Dave was in G-
2 and Rick was next door in H-2). With the Corps 
expansion, those companies changed to A4 and B4. 
They saw each other a lot in classes, intra-murals 
and out on the stoops. After graduation, they only 
saw each other at reunions. But, for a while, Dave 
was working for an undersea fiber optic company in 
Portland, Oregon, where Rick was with the Corps of 
Engineers, and they actually got together – through a 
business meeting anyway... However, Dave doesn’t 

recall Rick trying to blow in his ear back in school! Funny now, but spooky 54 years ago when 
being awakened to that and the Hellcats… 

Photo: Dave Martin and Rick Goodell reliving old times at our reunion 
 

 
H1/A3 Kicks of Reunion with Picnic  

 

7/11/2018  

 



Marvelous Marv Markley sent along a before and after photo of H1 Plebes spanning from 1964 
to our 50th reunion of A3 graduates and classmate who did not graduate. They kicked off the 
reunion with a company picnic held on the Sunday afternoon prior to the reunion at Croton Park 
– a local green close to our hotel. However, it took Steve Childers to come up with the names 
of classmates in the reunion photo. 

Photo: A3 then and now:  Dean DeMattio, Dave Bue, Tom Pence, Mike Peters, Jim Altemose, 
Steve Childers, Bob Beahm, Tim Balliett, Jon Gardner, Mike Murphy, John Vikesland, Jim 
Adams, Paul Coulter, Dan McGuigan, Marv Markley, Mike Mann 
 

 
Steve Childers Makes the Rounds  

 

7/11/2018  
In addition to furnishing A3 picnic 
names, Steve Childers took advantage 
of renewing friendships with his old 
Beast roommate, Steve Nyquist. They 
don’t get to see each other much since 
Steve Childers returned to his old 
Southern California stomping ground 
and Steve Nyquist returned to Michigan 
as soon as they could. 

Photo Right: Beast roomies Steve 
Nyquist and Steve Childers 

Steve also got to catch up with company mate Bob Lorbeer who left California years ago and 
set up camp in Prescott, 
Arizona. 

Photo Left: Linda & Steve 
Childers with Belinda 
Gail & Bob Lorbeer at 
our reunion 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



E-2 Classmate Relationships Continued  
7/11/2018  

After hearing of B2, F2, et al annual company reunions, Skip Greeby said that E2 decided in 
2016 to hold its first-ever gathering since graduation. Hosted by Jock & Malena Merriam in 
Palm Beach, everyone had such a good time that they decided to try another last year in 
Williamsburg hosted this go-around by Harry & Mary Bennett – again a smashing success. 
Bill Bachman has volunteered along with Bob Uhler and Dan Winter to spearhead E2’s third 
company reunion in Colorado Springs in September 2019 – if there’s anything left after the 
fires. 

Photo Right: The ‘original’ E2 in earlier days 

All of the guys in the reunion group 
photo attended both company 
reunions. Bill & Jane and Skip & 
Joan have since become traveling 
buddies – last year in 
Paris/Normandy, this year 
Paris/Provence. Skip follows the 
saying, “we ain't getting any 
younger,” and while they’re all still in 
good health, they’ve decided to spend 
some of their kids' inheritance! 

Photo Left: E2 regulars who showed 
up for the company photo at the 
reunion: Rob Broderick, Mike Wells, 
Jock Merriam, Harold Timboe, 
Lamar Ratcliffe, Bill Bachman, Steve 

Rogers, Alvion Kimball, Skip Greeby, and Bruce Sweeny 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Skip Greeby Ventures Out  
7/11/2018  
Although, Skip Greeby (E2) and Tom 
Kurkjian (A1) didn't cross paths that much as 
cadets, they got to know each another well when 
they both got their graduate degrees at Stanford. 
Tom was dating Stephanie, and as Skip & Joan 
were two-year married pros by then, they 
counseled Tom & Stephanie on the ways and 
means of connubial bliss. Godparents of the 
Greebys’  now 41 year-old son, they've done 
much with Tom and Steph since: kid rearing, 
weddings, travel, wine drinking -- they've done 
all. In lieu of a visit with the Kurkjians on the 
Big Island after the reunion during eruption 
season, they decided to head straight to Sonoma 
this month in an attempt to live up to his 
nickname: Chardonnay Skip. This may be a 
safer trip – no active volcano eruptions in 
California wine country lately – only wild 
fires... 

Photo: Tom Kurkjian and Skip Greeby at our 
reunion with a couple of cadets rehearsing for 
the graduation p-rade and playing ‘who’s is longer’ 
 

 
Reunion Rejuvenates Need and Desire to Produce Memorial Articles  

 

7/11/2018  
At our class business 
meeting, Greg Camp 
reported that 19 of our 
deceased classmates had 
no memorial article 
author/point volunteers. 
After a little prodding, 
pleading, soul searching, 
and reflection, we now 
have only nine without an 
author/point. To encourage 
volunteers for these nine – 
and more to come – a 
request went out for 
regimental reps to 
facilitate timely writings. 
Currently, Fred Johnson 

will cover First Regiment, Gary Halstead, Dale Hansen, and Greg will cover Second 
Regiment, and Jerry Hansen with cover Fourth Regiment. 

Photo Left: Lee Outlaw with his companion and swing dance partner Veronika Krejc 



We’re still looking for a Third Regimental rep.  This 
latest impetus has helped Lee Outlaw to honor Tom 
Martin. Lee’s and Tom’s parents knew each other, 
but Lee didn’t know Tom that well. After some 
extensive research and reconnecting, Tom’s article 
about finished in an insightful and distinctive way 
that only a guy like Lee could do. Greg never got the 
word that Frank Lynch would do George Gardes’ 
article, which first appeared our in 50th  reunion Bio 
Book. Frank & Michele brought George’s widow, 
Kathy, to the reunion. 

Photo Right: Bio Book creator and loyal classmate 
Frank Lynch 

 

 
Jim Orahood Takes on Herculean Memorial Article  

 

7/11/2018  
Jim Orahood has taken on 
the task of writing Bruce 
Erion’s memorial article. He 
waited for someone else to 
step forward, but no one did. 
Jim feels that Bruce’s article 
will be the most prominent 
historical memory of him, 
and that Bruce epitomizes, in 
so many ways, the spirit of 
our class. The task is daunting 
because most articles are staid 
and less anecdotal and not 
about the fun stuff. No doubt, 
Bruce was truly bigger than 
life, but Jim is trying to steer 

clear of things that would make him look like a “cut up”, which he really was not. If anyone 
cares to help or add an Erion story, contact Jim. 

Photo: Rene & Jim Orahood at our 50th reunion 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Paul Joseph and Bill Raines Share Memories with a Plate and a Plaque  
7/11/2018  
Paul Joseph persevered in sending 
a great reunion story. Bill Raines 
and Paul served together in their 
first assignment in Okinawa. Then, 
Bill replaced Paul in Vietnam after 
Paul was wounded when his APC 
hit a mine. When Bill reported to 
Paul’s unit in Dong Ha, he was told 
to retrieve the data plate from the 
APC Paul was on when it hit the 
mine to verify its destruction. This 
past year, Bill returned to Vietnam 
to where their unit was located. 
Apparently this triggered his 
memory regarding the plate and he 
was able to rummage through his 
forgotten stuff in a duffle bag or 
foot locker when he got home. Bill 
called Paul before the reunion to 
tell him that he had something for 
Paul. Needless to say, Paul was 
totally surprised when Bill 
presented to him, at the reunion Monday evening meal, the data plate that he had mounted onto 
a plaque. It was both a thoughtful and emotional reminder of their time in Vietnam. More 
importantly it reflects what is best about our class – that someone would, after all these years, 
make such an effort on another's behalf. 

Photo: Paul Joseph receiving a plaque containing the data plate of the APC he was wounded in 
in Vietnam from Bill Raines 
 

 
Kudos To Charlie Lieb For His Plan to Recognize Married Couples  

 

7/11/2018  
Months prior to our reunion, 
Charlie Lieb proposed a brief 
celebration reception, which 
he would host, during our 
reunion to honor all those 
couples that got married in 
1968 and are still married and 
thus will be celebrating their 
50th wedding anniversary. He 
used the list of engaged 
couples from our 1968 
Howitzer. Eighty were listed 
and he added a few more that 
I knew about who had not 
gotten around to identifying 

themselves for the Howitzer record – a trait that has made our class famous and made outsiders 
frustrated. He sought help in identifying more couples plus those that were no longer married 
(husband or wife died or they were divorced.). 



Photo Left: A toast to couples celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary in 2018 

The Reunion Committee (i.e., Megan) got in touch with the Marriott and they offered, at no 
cost, the upstairs open area where the registration was held – it could hold about 40 couples – 
our best estimate as 
to how many would 
attend. To further 
keep expenses 
reasonable, we were 
to forego bartenders 
or expensive 
champagne. As we 
got closer to the 
reunion, a clearer 
picture came into 
focus – the reunion 
schedule got tighter 
and more complex. And response of couples who met Charlie’s criteria swelled to 103. A much 
bigger room and lots of support staff were needed that did not exist, and Charlie had to give up 
the recognition and celebration project. 

Photo Right: Golden Anniversary in 2018 celebrants Janet & Charlie Lieb (who are registered 
as Engaged Couples in the Howitzer) and Karen & Henry Riser (who are not) at the Cadet 
Chapel during our reunion 
 

 
Larks Continue Celebrating After Reunion  

 

7/11/2018  
No doubt that Neil & 
Diane Lark came to the 
reunion to celebrate – a lot 
– about a lot. Not only were 
they still rejoicing in Neil’s 
career transition from tech 
college education to full 
time grandparenthood, but 

 

 

 

 

 



 they also got to catch up with F3 company mates. 

Photo Left: Neil Lark hugging Cindy Krohnfeldt 
while Ranger Buddy Les Krohnfeldt looks on along 
with Bill Gardepe and Paul Joseph 

They had already planned to go to Hawaii with an 
entourage of 10 which consisted of the whole Clan: 
children, spouses, plus four grandchildren. They all 
stayed in excellent accommodations at the Hale Koa. 
From surfing to snorkeling to Diamond Head to 
Luau, a great time was had by all. 

Photo Right: Neil & Diane Lark celebrating their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary on Waikiki 

 

 
Jack & Meg Miller Prepared for Pre and Post-Reunion Discomfort  

 

7/11/2018  
The Huntsville Museum of Art 
borrowed art and artifacts from the 
West Point Museum for a "Duty, 
Honor, Country” exhibit. Jack & 
Meg Miller visited it twice, once at 
the opening in March to prepare for 
our reunion and once at its closing in 
early July to wind down. Jack was 
impressed by the artwork that was 
required of each cadet in the 1830s. 
Some of the drawings and paintings 
on display were done by cadets 
Grant, Lee, J. Davis, Sherman, and 
Meade. Jack said that if that quality 
of work had been demanded in our 
time at West Point then in June of 
1968, he would have been addressed 
as “Mister” instead of “Lieutenant”. 
He was curious as to why Gen 
Douglas MacArthur’s B-robe had not 
turned purple over the years, but none 
of the staff knew what he was talking 

about... 

Photo Left: Jack & Meg Miller preparing for our reunion at the Huntsville Museum of Art 



In anticipation of a warm/hot 50th 
Reunion (just because West Point and 
vicinity are usually warm in late May) 
and then the inevitable "dog days of 
summer”, Jack & Meg Miller thought 
about planning a trip in June to 
somewhere cold, and decided on 
Switzerland. The trip included stops in 
Geneva, Zermatt and Zurich. While in 
Zermatt, they took the cable car to 
Gornergrat to view the mountains. As 
the photo depicts, the Matterhorn (in 
the distance over Jack’s head) was in 
the clouds, as it usually is. However, 
the temperatures were perfect – not too 
cold, but warm enough for a beer. They also were able to take the Glacier Express from Zermatt 
across Switzerland to Chur and saw more than their fair share of majestic mountain visages. 
They now feel that the onset of summer does not seem so bad. 

Photo Rigth: Jack & Meg Miller in Switzerland winding down from our reunion 
 

 
Mike & Rachel Potter Cleaned Up and Got Comfortable after the Reunion  

 

7/11/2018  
Normally, Mike & Rachel Potter thrive along the 
West coast outside Central Point, Oregon on their 
hobby farm tending the horses, steer, dogs, cats and 
lots of fish. If they want a change in routine, they 
take to the open road via motorcycle and enjoy a 
new view of the West. 

Photo Left: Mike &Rachel Potter all cleaned up at 
our 50th reunion 

 

 

But this was a big-time reunion year, so they 
set aside their leathers for the brief wearing of a 
blazer, tie, and some intense classmate catching 
up. Recharged, they got back to Oregon to pick 
some strawberries, exchanged the blazer for a 
swim suit, and flew to Kauaʻi to decompress. 
It’s always nice to have a fall back plan. 

Photo Right: Mike & Rachel still smiling in 
Hawaii 
 

 
 
 

 



Al Vitters Celebrates Past and Present  
7/11/2018  

Al Vitters sent a photo that underscores 
bonds. He said that it was great re-
connecting with B2, D2, & assorted 
rabble. He mused that, at our graduation 
parade on the 5th of June, we gazed out at 
those WWI “old guys,” and marveled that 
we are now them... At the farewell 
brunch, he reveled at company mate Dick 
Steiner working his magic for Al & 
Kathy, and his old Vietnam buddy, 
Chuck Gantner There was lots of magic 
at this memorable gathering! 

 Photo: Kathy & Al Vitters and Chuck 
Gantner watch Dick Steiner work his magic 
 

 
Reunion Reflections  

 

6/29/2018  
Rabble, I’m humbled at the enormity of chronicling our biggest and longest reunion yet. After 
previous reunions, requests were made to make time for company, team, and club activities. The 
Reunion Committee (Dutch & Megan Hostler) heeded and front-loaded time on on Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday that 
companies took advantage of – to 
dine, drink, play golf, talk, laugh 
– and hug – there were lots of 
hugs and lots of laughter. But, 
still not enough time – especially 
for classmates who have never 
attended a reunion – and there 
were quite a few of them. Bob 
Clarke likened the event to a 
giant speed dating gathering 
where you had three to five 
minutes to talk and listen to a 
person while hundreds of people 
around you were also trying to 
talk and listen before something happened – someone else came into view, someone grabbed 
you, or there was a bolt of laughter near-by – and your moved on talking and listening – and 
wanting it all frozen so you could savor the moment. Some companies broke the code early by 
securing tables in the auxiliary dining room that was smaller and quieter. 

Photo Right: Larry Jordan – we always knew he was a Distinguished Grad 

 

 

 

 



A new code to break was that four wine 
drink tickets bought you a full bottle – 
which added to the conversation and 
din. At one point early on, I felt like 
everyone’s Plebe asking me questions 
about the whereabouts of one classmate 
or another. By the time I had 
maneuvered through the dining room to 
answer a question, I had not only 
received two more questions, but I had 
made it into the hallway containing the 
buffet line and forgotten the questions 
and who I was looking for. A sign of the 
times… This job is too huge for me and 
I need your help. In this section, I have 
shared photos from CadetIssue.com and 

Facebook that really got to me. Send me a photo or two and tell me about a favorite experiences 
at the reunion. I’ll print what you send for as long as you keep sending memories, recollections, 
and back-up. Regarding the photos, we have a great asset besides our own. The young grad 
photographers from CadetIssue.com did a great job of capturing what we might have thought or 
we only imagined. Digital photos are free and we can share them – but they do appreciate photo 
credit with a link to cadetissue.com where possible. If you have lost Megan’s email the album 
site, go to CadetIssue.com, click on Galleries, and click on USMA 68 50th Reunion. 

Photo Left: George & Cathy Fravel – Yesterday and Today 
 

 
A2 – The Only Company (so far) to Answer Request  

 

6/29/2018  
At this biggest yet reunion, I asked everyone I 
could as loud as I could to send me your favorite 
photos with names and some of your favorite 
recollections. Jack Miller not only answered 
first but he was the only one to answer. Among 
others, he sent photos of Jack and Bruce Brown 
in Central Area where the old Divisions 11, 12, 
and 13 were – with Davis Barracks rising in the 
background while the cadets were practicing for 
the Graduation P-rade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo Right: Bruce Brown 
and Jack Miller in an ever 
new Central Area 

You know that you’re an 
Old Grad when the barracks 
you watched being built are 
being gutted for restoration 
and barracks that never 
were are now part of the 
skyline – and the “All 
Over” bush no longer exists. 

Photo Left: A2 Falling Out: Bill Marriott, Al Sleder, Terry Wildrick, Bruce Brown, Jack Miller, 
Dick McClelland. Bruce Korda, and Dan Nettesheim 
 

 
Cummings and Noonan – Passing in the Night  

 

6/29/2018  
This was Doug Cummings’ first 
reunion. Needless to say, he was 
blown away. He had a very 
limited time to see and talk to 
specific classmates before he had 
to return home on Monday night.  

Photo Right: Rich Witherspoon, 
Doug Cummings and Keith 
Harrelson yukking it up on 
Tuesday night at the reunion 

Same with Mike Noonan who 
wanted to see Doug, but he 

showed up for the Alumni P-rade 
on Tuesday morning. Both got to 
see a lot of old friends, but… 

Photo Left: Paul Joseph, Jack Reid, 
and Mike Noonan hugging it up 
Tuesday morning prior to the P-
rade 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Books Everywhere and Not a Sign of a Stay-Back  
6/29/2018  
John Westerlund was the 
first to blink when someone 
mentioned that we ought to 
have a book-signing as part of 
our 50th reunion, so he got 
tagged to put the event 
together. Officially, it was 
held in Ike Hall on Monday, 
after our Memorial Service 
and during lunch and our 
combination back-patting and 
epiphany session with the 
Supe; however, it really 
began when we checked in to 
pick up our gear at the 
Marriott with the issue of 
Both Sides of the Wall – Vol 
III, and signings by John Hedley and Jack Reed. 

Photo Right: The book signing gang: 
Seated: Jim Locher, Carol Fish (USMA 
Bookstore Manager), Father Michael 
Cerrone, Mike Mears; Standing: James 
Muir, John Oventile, Tom Carhart '66, 
Sandy Cohn, John Westerlund, Rich Enners 
'71 

For the official event, John thanked the 
USMA Book Store Manager and Megan & 
Dutch Hostler for including the event in 
our busy reunion schedule. He also thanked 
non-classmate participants Tom Carhart 
('66) and Rich Enners ('71) who drove 
some great distances to join the gathering. 
John also offered up beers on him if they 
ever come to the Grand Canyon area of 
northern Arizona. 

Photo Left: After the book signing, Sandy 
Cohn stopped off at the Cemetery to visit 
an old friend 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



A Reunion and a Half for Some  
6/29/2018  
When trying to find something to eat during the first night we checked in for the reunion, 
Barbara and I met up with Elwood & Mary-Lou Cobey and Woody said that we have to hear 
more of the story about Dick & Paulette Steiner. All we knew was that they were recently 
married and incredibly happy – and had just joined us... Mike Tangen and Woody were in the 
same Transportation 
outfit in Dalat, 
Vietnam when Dick 
was the Signal Officer 
for the provisional 
artillery battalion just 
outside of town. 
Paulete worked as an 
interpreter at the 
dispensary in the 
American compound 
in Dalat. Paulette was 
born in France (French 
father and Chinese mother) and was a natural as an interpreter as she spoke four languages 
fluently.  Dick and Paulette dated in Dalat, but only reunited four years ago and married last 
year. Dick had found Paulette in Denver where she was a retired high school principal.  The 
Tangens and Steiners have gotten together in recent times, but Woody and Paulette had not seen 
each other since Woody’s days in Dalat.  So the 50th reunion was a time for the three couples to 
share a common bond. 

Photo: #9 Elwood & Mary-Lou Cobey with Mike & Karen with Paulette & Dick Steiner – a 
reunion within a reunion 
 

 
Ray Puffer Came Prepared to Play Golf  

 

6/29/2018  
While many of us were just arriving at 
reunion central, Ray Puffer had joined the 
golfers at the West Point links. On the 
fourth hole, he hit the winning longest 
drive at our West Point 50th reunion golf 
outing. In the foursomes behind him were 
Don Johnson, the captain of our cadet golf 
team, and an All-American golfer. Their 
drives were about 30 yards short of Ray’s. 
Team member Mike Palone suggested 
Ray give a urine sample after the golf 
outing. But, with our advancing age, the 
evidence would have vanished by that 
time. 

Photo: Ray Puffer with his “Longest 
Drive” Certificate. Note how close he is to 
the par 4 green 

 

 
 
 

 



Alvion Kimball Lends A Hand  
6/29/2018  
One of the first classmates I got 
to meet when checking into the 
Marriott Westchester on 
Saturday afternoon was Alvion 
Kimball. Good for me – maybe 
not so much for Alvie. I not 
only had one of those 
roller/transporter dollies full of 
Barbara’s and my luggage but 
also boxes, albums, and 
memorabilia stuff for our class 
Snuffy’s hospitality suite. He 
didn’t just ask if he could help 
me, he said, “Here, give me this 
stuff and where can I take it?” 
On our way up to my room and then down to Snuffy’s, I learned that he and Cindi had gotten 
out of the B&B business and settled into a more leisurely life style in Maine. When I asked why 
he got out of “hospitality,” he told me that he was tired of rolling people’s stuff to and from their 
rooms… 

Photo: Alvie & Cindi Kimball taking a break at our reunion 
 

 
Gerry Weeks Provides a Poke Prior To Reunion  

 

6/29/2018  
With all the hourly emails prior 
to reunion, Gerry Weeks 
couldn’t resist reminding us of 
the old days when Dan 
Kaufman would usually issue 
one letter/OPORD for earlier 
reunions – and see folks show 
up in all manner of dress – but, 
at least we would remember to 
dress. When he heard that we 
were almost getting organized 
with regard to what to wear for 
the Alumni and Distinguished 
Grad P-rade, he wrote (just for 
fun) to ask if he could still 

attend even if he didn’t have a pair of khakis or dark blazer. He was one of the first to show up 
at the Snuffy’s reunion hospitality room with at least a blazer. I’m not sure I ever saw him with 
socks on under loafers that looked like those he wore as a cadet… 

Photo: Don Davis, Ralph Tuccillo, Alan Aker, Norm Miller, and Gerry Weeks creating their 
own mini-reunion in the lobby of the reunion hotel 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Don Jones Offers Best Wishes to Classmates Attending Reunion  
6/29/2018  
Since he is still teaching high school at Cottage Hill 
Christian Academy in Mobile, Alabama, Don Jones 
was not able to attend our 50th reunion.  At his own 
personal celebration, he got a chance to hike 28 miles 
on the Appalachian Trail in Virginia during the first 
part of April (his Spring Break). The weather was on 
the chilly side, as you can see from the sweater he was 
wearing in the photo. He was also recently selected as 
the Teacher of the Year for his high school. Would 
there be any doubt? Working with high school 
students keeps him young (at heart, anyway). He is 
still able to get out and ride his bicycle about 40 miles 
each Saturday with his cycling club. He seconds Art 
Sands’ recommendation to keep riding as a good 
form of exercise for anyone able to do that – there is 
no impact on the knees as in running and even 
walking.  He wished for us a great time at the reunion 
and is contemplating retirement in time for our 60th. 

Photo: Don Jones last spring on the Appalachian 
Trail 
 

 
Last Founders Day Update  

 

6/29/2018  
Right after the May 6 Notes 
posting, Nellie Laughton 
sauntered intolate ranks with the 
news that Roy & Jacque Miller 
also attended the Northern 
Chesapeake WPS Founders Day 
dinner.  Stay tuned for next 
posting to find out if Ann 
attended with Nellie. 

Photo: Nellie Laughton greeting 
a classmate during registration 
while Mike Kulikowski looks on 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Merritts Practice Rubbing Elbows Prior to Reunion  
6/29/2018  
Bob & Kathy Merritt moved 
to Tampa, Florida several 
years ago and found the West 
Central Florida WPS 
gathering to their liking. At 
one of their events, they ran 
into Brenda Schwarzkopf, a 
regular there, and shared some 
great Stormin’ Norman 
memories. Last year, she 
packed up and left to avoid 
Hurricane Irma, but it wasn’t 
necessary. Bob remarked that 
the grad who took the picture 
of them was obviously never 
on the Pistol team, nor could 
he get a spot weld. 

Photo: Kathy & Bob Merritt flank Brenda Schwarzkopf in Tampa 
 

 
Art Sands Makes More Free Time  

 

6/29/2018  
If you know him intimately, you might get 
more out of Art Sands than I do. In a rare 
effort to communicate about anything more 
than commuting by bike, he informed us 
that he closed his Family Practice office in 
the Fort Collins, Colorado area last 
December after 46 years. Hope some of you 
got to talk with Art & Pam at the reunion. I 
saw them, but I didn’t have my bright light 
and rubber hose with me, so I got no further 
information. 

Photo: A rare photo of Art & Pam Sands, 
not in bike cycling togs, celebrating Art 
closing his medical office last December 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



McKennas are Moving West  
5/10/2018  
Gordon Tillery and Mike Wells combined forces to forward an article from the most recent 
Arlington Catholic Herald that reported that 
after 26 years in Fredericksburg, Virginia, 
Doug & Susan McKenna are entering a 
new chapter of their lives in their 50th year 
of marriage. Doug will retire as dean of 
academics at the Marine Corps Command 
and Staff College in Quantico in July, and 
the two of them look forward to a long-
awaited move to Arizona. They are also 
leaving what Susan calls the best job at 
University of Mary Washington. They took 
over the hospitality portion of the 
University Catholic Campus Ministry 
where all they had to do was love the 
students who passed through the Ministry 
Association from 1996 to 2014. As 
expected, the McKennas have already 
found a house close to a Catholic church. 
Susan can’t wait to continue making quilts 
in her new quilting room and Doug has his 
eye on the public golf course that runs 
through their neighborhood. They won’t 
spend too much time there initially however. They have a busy schedule of reunions and 
weddings to attend, not to mention the 50-plus road trips Susan has planned for Arizona alone. 

Photo: Doug & Susan McKenna saying goodbye to their home in Fredericksburg – enroute to 
reunions, weddings, touring and their new home in Arizona 
 

 
Best Made Plans Don’t Always Work Out  

 

5/10/2018  
Dutch Hostler forwarded the news that he had some correspondence with David Olmstead 
who had hoped to be able to attend our 50th reunion. David has ultimately come to the difficult 
conclusion that health considerations will keep him from joining the reunion this May. David 
suffers from Parkinson’s disease. He anticipates undergoing the Parkinson DBS (Deep Brain 
Surgery) procedure this year, which offers the prospect of adding 10 to 15 years of functional 
living to sufferers of this debilitating disease. David speculated that there may be other 
classmates and spouses who share the same affliction and has offered to facilitate an online 
support group. Initial screening indicates that Chuck Giasson, Chuck Mahan, and Steve 
Winsor may be candidates. I have contact information for David, if anyone is interested. 

As a follow on, Gil Tijerina was also planning on attending; however, earlier bouts with cancer 
and some ensuing issues have necessitated him to pass up this important event. Personal contact 
with all who are unable to attend has proven to be a great elixir. We’ve all come to grips with 
the fact that life isn't fair -- but we can all help make it good. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Dave Clemm and Bob Kelly Help Pay Tribute to John Wing  
5/10/2018  

Since cadets have no 
commitment to repay 
anything before 
beginning their third 
year, they must now 
AFFIRM that they will 
serve five years after 
graduation. With this 
change, a program was 
started sometime in the 
past to have the 
Yearling Class visit the 
West Point cemetery by 
the Old Cadet Chapel 
and hear the stories of 
selected graduates as a 
way to Inspire (them) 
To Serve. A few years 
ago the Class of 1968 
was able to select eight 

members of the Class to honor. Greg Camp and Gary Halstead had taken on the task to 
organize our Class presence then. When objections were raised by classmates that John Wing 
was not included in that group, it was learned Academy officials, in their infinite wisdom, had 
decided only those that were buried at West Point could be included and that those that were 
cremated and placed in the Columbarium were excluded. This year, the exclusion of cremated 
graduates was receded thanks to the hard work of Greg and Gary. This year, our Class could 
honor only one graduate and John was selected. To once again emphasize that no good deed 
goes unpunished, Dave Clemm was selected to help coordinate the presentation of John’s story 
and contributions. Dave had hoped to get Jim Swinney to take charge, but he was busy buying 
and remodeling a new home. Then, Dave reached out to Bob Kelly, who agreed to help Dave 
and (John’s children), Christian O’Donnell and Brian Wing. The event was held during the first 
week in May, and Greg and Gary were there to support our presentation crew. As you know, 
Gary & Patti Halstead’s son was responsible for this event among many others that impact 
Cadet life. 

Photo: Dave Clemm and Bob Kelly at the West Pont Cemetery with a poster used during the 
presentation of John Wing’s life and service during this year’s Inspire to Serve event 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Hedleys on the Road Again  
5/10/2018  

In an effort to dodge an 
uncharacteristic 
abundance of April 
showers, John & Margie 
Hedley took a road trip 
to Melbourne, Florida 
(under the guise of 
selling more books at 
Florida’s 31st Annual 
Vietnam and All 
Veterans Reunion) for a 
long weekend of eating, 
drinking, music, military 
vendor and displays, and 
veteran tributes. 

Photo Right: John & Margie Hedley and Melena & Jock Merriam at John’s book signing hooch 
in Melbourne 

Classmate-wise, the gathering 
was a success since Jock & 
Melena Merriam came to visit 
and John & Margie got to deliver 
a Saddle Up – The Story of a Red 
Scarf to Mike Palone at his 
home in The Villages. 

Photo Left: Mike Palone and 
John Hedley at Mike’s place in 
The Villages 

 

 
Jack Miller Skips Founders Day In Lieu of Family Trip  

 

5/10/2018  
During Spring Break, Jack & 
Meg Miller took two of their 
grandchildren to West Point to 
participate in the AOG’s 
Rockbound Highland Home 
Grad Insider Tour. The third 
grandchild, at 20 months, did 
not seem interested in the trip. 
For those of you not familiar 
with this tour, it allows 
graduates to access exclusive 
aspects of West Point with 
families and guests. Stops on 
the tour included the Kenna 
Hall/Kinsey Center, the Arvin 



Gym, the Mess Hall and Jefferson Library among other things. The tour guide reminded Jack 
how many gallons of water were in Lusk Reservoir since he was a little rusty on Plebe Poop. 
However, Jack did learn several new things about the current West Point layout – including the 
fact that the tables in the Mess hall now seat 12 cadets and that soon all the barracks will be air-
conditioned. The grandchildren were impressed with the size of the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center and especially with the live survival swimming, boxing and gymnastics 
classes being conducted. The gymnastics class consisted of plebes practicing for the IOC 
(Indoor Obstacle Course) – a change from our day, cadets must now pass the IOC every year. 
No mention of whether or not foot long chilidogs were served in the mess hall prior to the event. 

Photo: Jack & Meg Miller with a contingent of grandkids in front of the noontime formation just 
before the cadets entered the Mess Hall 
 

 
Founders Day Reports  

 

5/10/2018  
With the last submission of draft Notes, I asked for input regarding Founders Day participation. 
The response was underwhelming – presumably because we must all be gearing up for our 
reunion… Ray Puffer braved the elements to attend in Albany, New York. He harkened back to 
days of when the Assembly was published and distributed by snail mail –when when he vowed 
to himself to read every memorial article published. In doing so, he has come to appreciate 
much more exactly 
how special our 
alumni are, and the 
wonderful 
accomplishments 
they have achieved. 
The stories of their 
service and 
dedication to the 
principles we all 
hold dear are truly 
inspirational. At 
that point, he expressed the hope that cadets would take the time to read and find similar pride in 
the Long Grey Line. Consequently, he recommended to a member of the AOG staff that all 
issues of TAPS be distributed to each Cadet Company day room. The recommendation was 
adopted! Pop it up, Ray. It appears tha Nellie Laughton was the only classmate to attend the 
West Point Society that covers Bel Air, Maryland celebration. John Dallen forwarded the photo 
taken of classmates and brides at the Central Texas WPS Founders Day Dinner of March 24. 
Since he knew that we’d all recognize all classmate attendees, he benevolently included 
names… And, despite the hands of the clock in the background, they were not still at the event 
at 12:30 a.m. 

Photo: #5 Ed & Molly Lorentzen, John &Frances Dallen, and Dean &Clair Becker 
representing our class at the Central Texas WPS Founders Day Dinner 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Army-Navy – the Celebration Continues  
5/10/2018  

While cleaning up the files 
and reports from last 
year’s gathering in 
Philadelphia, I was proud 
that we had so many 
photos and reports about 
Army-Navy. Since 
publishing rules allow 
only two photos per 
headline, and I was so 
proud of myself for 

splitting up reports, photos and headlines – until I just discovered that I missed a great photo 
sent by George Shoener. 

Photo: Joe Henry, Hank Gregor, George Shoener, and Joe Guignon at the Army Tailgate just 
after the Hellcats ensured everyone was awake 
 

 
Still Playing Catch-up and Dropping the Ball  

 

5/10/2018  
Last year about this time, I was trying to help Frank Lynch get ahead of the Bio Book curve by 
at least updating addresses when I got a note from Bill Kunzman who I had living in Berlin. 
When I brought that up to him, he said that he and his bride have been hanging out in 
Steilacoom, Washington for about (now) four years after leaving Berlin where he taught physics 
for 10 years. Now, they spend time visiting their daughters in Baltimore, Seattle, Columbus, 
Ohio and friends in Berlin. I got his updated address for Frank, but did not get his bride’s name 
and lost his email somewhere where lost airline luggage is stored. Now, I found it – too late to 
bug him to come to the reunion. By the way, when at the reunion, thank Frank Lynch when you 
see him for all the work, blood, sweat, and tears he poured into our Bio Book. While in the 
home stretch, of the book, Frank suffered a stroke in his left eye – leaving him without sight in 
that eye – probably permanent. 
 

 

 



1968 Class Notes   

 
Tuccillos Visit Colorado  

 

3/29/2018  
Ralph & Sandy Tuccillo recently 
traveled to Colorado to attend a 10th 
Mountain Division Reunion at 
Leadville -- near the old Camp Hale in 
the middle of the Rocky Mountains. 
The mountain training came in handy 
since the 10th was deployed to Italy in 
1944 to break through the German 
defensive positions at Riva Ridge and 
Mt.Belvedere in the Apennine 
Mountains, and members later returned 
to the training area in Colorado to 
establish Vail and Beaver Creek ski 

resorts. Ralph had been a battalion commander in the 10th after it was reactivated at Ft Drum 
back in the late 1980s. After getting in enough skiing and listening to enough real war stories 
from WW II vets, Ralph & Sandy moved on to Ft Collins to visit Don & Louanne Johnson. 

Photo Left: Ralph Tuccillo and Don Johnson – Golf teammates together after almost 50 years 

Ralph and Don had been 
on the Golf Team 
together and had not seen 
each other since 
Graduation. Sandy and 
Louanne had met each 
other in 1967 when the 
Golf Team went to Ft 
Gordon, Georgia to 
practice (since there was 
still snow on the ground 
at West Point) over Spring break and several girlfriends of team members met the guys in 
Georgia. Everyone remembers that it was a great trip -- they got to play golf, spend time with 
girlfriends, got to play the Augusta National Golf Course two weeks before the Masters Golf 
Tournament. The guys may have been only Golf Team from West Point to have that distinction. 
Besides some selfies, Ralph took a picture of the plaque Don received when he was awarded the 
NCAA Honorable Mention "All American" Honors for Golf in 1966. That was the year Don 
won the Eastern Intercollegiate Golf Championship and was invited as an individual to compete 
in the NCAA National Tournament. The plaque contained names of many golfers who became 
some of the best golf professionals on the Tour. In the 97 years of West Point Golf there have 
only been five cadets to achieve this honor. 

Photo Right: Ralph & Sandy Tuccillo with Louanne & Don Johnson celebrating old times in 
Colorado 
 

 

 
 

 



Hostlers Participate in Texas Can-Do Spirit  
3/28/2018  

It takes a lot to blast Dutch & Megan 
Hostler out of Hawaii from January 
through March. Helping disabled 
veterans is just such a blast – as long as 
Megan can have access to the internet so 
she can keep current with her other 
projects. Last month, the Hostlers came 
to Texas to help build d a 100% 
handicapped accessible, mortgage free, 
fully furnished home for a real wounded 
warrior. Megan’s Nine Line Foundation 
provided the funding for A Soldier’s 
Journey Home to galvanize the 

community in Texas, have a call to action and build that young man or woman a house that will 
allow that person to flourish and prosper for the rest of his or her life. The home went up in three 
days – two days off the record due to weather. Within three weeks, the home was finished, 
furnished, and keys were turned over to the disabled veteran and his family. All that while 
Megan was immobile and Dutch turned into her Sherpa. After the presentation festivities, the 
Hostlers returned to Hawaii to see how the construction of their home – that was begun over 
four years ago – was doing. They’re not in it yet. 

Photo: Dutch Hostler Cheering Megan on as she participates in a Key Presentation Ceremony 
for a handicapped accessible, mortgage free, fully furnished home for a real wounded warrior 
 

 
Classmates Connect in Florida  

 

3/28/2018  
Jock Merriam dropped an e-blast 
with photos to report the chances 
he had to reconnect with two 
classmates during a weekend in 
mid-March. Mike & Jan Mann 
came to visit Jock & Malena at a 
crew regatta in Tampa – The 
Mayors Cup. The photo is of 
Mike and Jock sitting in front of a 
racing shell aptly named “No 
Task Too Great” which was 
donated to the club by Bob & 
Lynne Uhler – which Jock raced 
earlier to victory. 



Photo Right: Mike Mann and Jock Merriam in front 
of Bob & Lynne Uhler’s donated shell – “No Task 
Too Great 

Later, Alvion & Cindy Kimball stopped by the 
Merriam Manor in Palm Beach Gardens to 
reminisce about E2 times as roommates. The 
Kimballs were in the area looking at and possibly of 
picking up a new (vintage BMW) motorcycle from 
a dealer nearby. If it fit him, Alvie planned to drive 
it back to Sarasota, Florida where he and Cindy are 
staying while winter runs its course up in Maine. 

Photo Left: Alvion Kimball and Jock Merriam 
keeping spirits warm and bright 

 

 
John Hedley’s Book Continues to Gather Raves  

 

3/28/2018  
A while back – just after John Hedley’s book, 
Saddle Up; The Story of a Red Scarf, was released – 
John & Margie celebrated the engagement of their 
daughter, Marcia. As fate would have it, the family 
of Marcia’s fiancé was also celebrating the 
engagement of another son to a member of the 
family of famed Gary “Captain Dan” Sinise – a 
deserving Thayer Award recipient. 

Photo Right: John Hedley presenting his book to 
Gary Sinise 

 

Since the Hedleys were invited to that 
engagement celebration in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, John just happened to 
bring along a couple of his books – one 
of which he presented to Mr. Sinise 
which elicited a great rave on the actor 
and humanitarian’s Facebook page. The 
next day in Raleigh, John & Margie had 



breakfast with Jim Stanley, who wanted John’s book directly from the author. 

Photo Left: Jim Stanley and John Hedley having breakfast at the Weathervane Restaurant in 
Durham 
 

 
Dallen Conclude Trans-Pacific Tour  

 

3/28/2018  
John Dallen reports that he and Frances 
are home at last from their nine odysseys 
of crossing of the Pacific, visiting New 
Zealand and Southern Australia and, for 
their last week of touring Tasmania. It's 
a marvelous island. 

Photo Right: Frances & John Dallen 
report no devils in Tasmania 

They seemed happiest when eluding the 
major tourist snares and populated areas. 
They marveled at Tasmania and toured 
New Zealand with John’s C1 company 
mate Brian McKenna and his bride, 
Karen. 

Photo Left: Brian & Karen McKenna 
and John & Frances Dallen in Milford 
Sound, New Zealand 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Millers Escape Alabama Winter  
3/28/2018  
Jack & Meg Miller decided that the only way 
to get warm since Alabama, along with most of 
the US, had several weeks of bitter cold 
temperatures, was to take a cruise in the West 
Indies. They report that the plan worked. The 
photo they sent along is of Meg & Jack sight-
seeing in Guadeloupe at Castle Point. It’s easy 
to see from the photo that it was a very windy 
day, as it mussed Meg’s hair and blew Jack’s 
completely off. 

Photo: Meg & Jack Miller enjoying the warm 
wind of Grande-Terre Island, in Guadeloupe, 
West Indies 

 

 
Other Millers Spend Enough Time at Home to Enhance Martini Album  

 

3/28/2018  
Pres Miller submitted a rare who, what, 
when, where report of his and Clem’s 
numerous adventures. During the end of 
February, they were home long enough to 
host an un-numbered birthday celebration 
for one of Clem’s college classmates that 
contained because Kathy Shipley flew in to 
help boost the festivities – along with 
constant martini infusions. Dick was left 
alone in San Antonio to binge watch the 
National Geographic channel. The “quick 
lunch" lasted 2 ½ hours – during which, Pres 
was allowed to speak for a grand total of five 
minutes – which included making 
reservations at the lunch location, ordering 
from the menu, and taking care of the bill. 
Since Dick & Kathy had hosted Dutch & 
Megan Hostler in San Antonio during one 
of Megan’sNine Line Foundation fetes, there 
was discussion about Megan's ability to 
multitask, as she is supervising the 

construction of their home on Oahu, working the reunion, and is heading up Nine Line along 
with several other activities all at the same time. 

Photo: The obligatory selfie of Pres & Clem Miller with Kathy Shipley during martinis 
 



McLellans and Tangens Finally Link UP   
3/28/2018  
Bart McLellan reports that he received a long email from his beloved roommate, Mike 
Tangen. Mike and his bride, Karen, are enduring the climate extremes of Mike’s home town of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. As such, Mike stays in contact with fellow Minnesotan and Virginia 
transplant, Dick Steiner. Unfortunately, Mike & Karen will not be attending our 50th reunion 
due to significantly reduced mobility issues brought about by an Agent Orange related illness. 
Mike wishes all of the Class his very best regards. Now that Bart knows about Mike’s condition, 
he plans to visit with him in Minneapolis in the near future. 
 

 
Dale Hansen Keeping Track of Classmates  

 

3/28/2018  
Dale Hansen now has helped 76 classmates out of 114 who were awarded Purple Hearts to 
enroll in the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor. In some cases, “helped” may be an 
understatement since many are 
too modest to apply. Two more 
classmates are pending, and Dale 
will be submitting Warren 
Bowland for a total of 79 either 
enrolled or pending enrollment 
by our reunion – hitting a 68% 
mark. A few folks have enrolled 
because they have found it easier 
to sacrifice a little shyness than to 
withstand Dale’s tenacity. 

Along with his update on 
classmate National Purple Heart 
Hall of Honor enrollees, Dale 
forwarded a photo of Mike 
&Eleanor Peters at the Peters’ 
and Hansens’ church after a chili 
cook off. After Mike’s stent as 
president of the St. John’s 
College in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, the Peters amassed the skills to create some mouthwatering and innovative Southwest 
dishes. Now that they have moved back to New York, where Mike is Executive Vice President 
of the Council on Foreign Relations in NYC, they had an opportunity to share their culinary 
expertise. They won the “People’s Choice” and “Most Creative” categories. 

Photo: Mike & Eleanor Peters showing their New York City neighbors how to collect trophies 
and what real Southwest chili tastes like 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Mike Grygiel Hosts a Family Ski-in  
3/28/2018  

Mike & Kathy Grygiel live in 
Richland, Washington and got 
their kids, who live in Long 
Island, New York, to join them 
during the Christmas Holidays 
for some western skiing. This 
was the first time the East 
Coast kids have done any 
Western skiing – and they 
LOVED it! The blonde girl in 
the pink parka is Mike’s 
youngest son’s daughter. She 
lives here in Richland and they 
go skiing often, but Mike 
confesses that he can no longer 
keep up with her. For that 
matter, he’s not working as 

much as he used to either. 

Photo: Mike Grygiel (on the right) after a day of skiing at White Pass, Washington with his son 
& his wife, (on the left) and grandchildren 
 

 
Bill Robinson Packs a Lot into a November Three-day Weekend  

 

3/28/2018  
Just when I thought we had 
2017 adventures documented 
and packed away, Hank 
Gregor forwarded an email 
from Bill Robinson sent after 
this past fall's Captain Richie 
Cliff Memorial Golf 
Tournament which raises funds 
for education for children of 
the Special Operations Warrior 
Foundation. In case you’ve 
forgotten, the tournament is 
named after Rich & Julie 
Cliff’s son and is held in 
Charleston, South Carolina. 
Bill reported that “real 
winners” for the weekend were the kids receiving the educational funds from the Special 
Operations Warrior Foundation – which meant that his team didn’t finish in any of the running. 
Bill also mentioned that retired California avocado ferment and B4-file Larry Joe Van Horn, 
lives fairly nearby the Cliffs, but did not make it to the tournament this year. After the 
tournament and a sumptuous low country boil at the golf club, Hank rested up for his “long 
drive” (golf lingo) back home to Boone, North Carolina. Meanwhile, Bill & Susan hooked up 
with Jim & Peggy Walsh (Jim is a hiker – not a golfer – and does a lot of legal work for 
veterans) who had driven over from Birmingham for their rally point (Ranger lingo) in 
Dahlonega, Georgia. Jim spent some time as Recon platoon leader for H Norman Schwarzkopf 



and then a couple of years as an instructor at the Mountain Ranger Camp. He has a good story 
about dropping in on The Bear while visiting in DC where he was Chief of Infantry Branch. Jim 
swears that The Bear worked out Jim's assignment to law school. Since Jim was a Ranger 
instructor and spent a lot of time hiking the Appalachian Trail around the Mountain Ranger 
camp, he wangled a tour of his former (now vastly upgraded from back in the day) digs at Camp 
Frank Merrill. 

Photo Right: Bill Robinson, Rich Cliff, and Hank Gregor with two other golfers at the Captain 
Richie Cliff Memorial Golf Tournament in Charleston early last November 

Jim further answered a 
question that had been 
nagging Bill ever since the 
Mountain Phase when his 
Ranger lane grader never ate 
Cs or LRRPs during his 24-
hour tour watching him and 
his Ranger buddies wander 
around the North Georgia 
Mountains. The answer 
became abundantly clear 
when they experienced a 

feast at Smith House – complete with a family style meal of ten vegetables, fried chicken, 
strawberry shortcake and tea. Jim confessed that, after his 24-hour day Lane grading without 
eating, he would join the other lane graders and instructors for the same kind of meal before 
retiring to a warm cot at their homes to rest up for their next 24 hour assignment. After eating, 
Jim & Peggy headed back to Birmingham while Bill & Susan hit the road for Nashville. All 
during this time, Bill and Jim are staying in contact with company classmates by engaging in 
football trash talk and prodding one another into attending our 50th reunion. Bill reported that 
Harold Yager said it was a great weekend Army won its game and he made others pay dearly 
for their losses. Bill’s and Jim’s company mate, Eric Thomas is originally from Cullman, 
Alabama and introduced Harold to Kay, Eric's high school classmate. That union, made 
Missouri native Harold a Cullman resident before he and Kay began moving around the 
Southeast. Eventually, Harold & Kay settled in Memphis where Harold teaches high school 
math and is spreading the "Take Boards" system. Tom McConnell, another company mate, a 
Mount Holly, North Carolina native who toured the world as a Signal Corps officer before 
becoming an ROTC instructor, Catholic Deacon, and Chattanooga resident, along with his bride, 
Brenda. Jim recruited Bill to help him put the squeeze on Tom & Brenda, during a weekend at 
Smith Lake a couple of weeks ago to get them to commit to attending the reunion – and it 
worked? Chuck & Joyce Canella have also come to Smith Lake C1/D1 reunions from 
Colorado and also planned to attend our 50th reunion until some medical treatments got in the 
way. 

Photo Left: Bill Robinson and Jim Walsh at the Dahlonega Ranger Camp 
 

 
A Real Christmas Report from Bob & Carol Shimp  

 

2/2/2018  



As usual, Bob & Carol 
Shimp’s holiday poem was 
a fun read – not much of a 
head scratcher but a 
challenge to translate into a 
prose summation. Also, as 
usual, lots of celebrations 
were reported – first a 
proposal by their son to a 
lady he had dated for quite 
a while, which was 
followed by a promotion in 
El Paso and a wedding in 
Houston. These events 
were followed up by the 
(senior) Shimps travels 
within Texas as well as to Florida and Oklahoma. Dick & Kathy Shipley visited the (senior) 
Shimps a couple of times to receive good news from MD Anderson. The (senior) Shimps’ new 
daughter-in-law accompanied them on their dental mission to Uganda and an excursion to 
Murchison Falls. Later, the (senior) Shimps traveled to South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, and 
Zimbabwe (Victoria Falls). After visiting their vineyard in Mendoza over Thanksgiving, both 
Shimp couples reported that their Malbec pairs wonderfully with turkey, and they are looking 
forward to joining us for our 50th reunion and Golden Wedding Anniversary celebration. 

Photo: The wedding of Carol & Bob Shimp’s son, David to his Alisa last February 
 

 
As Shaws Travel, Bob Introduces Sabine to D3 Company and Classmates  

 

2/2/2018  
Thanks to the reality of 
technology and my failing 
memory, Bob Shaw’s normal 
input from last October is now 
integrated in an update of 
holiday adventure letters 
received over the last month or 
so. In April, Bob & Sabine 
took a road trip from their 
home in New Orleans through 
the Southwest visiting National 
Parks at Carlsbad Caverns, the 
Grand Canyon, Mesa Verde 
and the Petrified Forest.  This 
sojourn mirrored a trip Bob 
had taken over 60 years ago. 
He still sees the National Parks 

as amazing – you really can't fully appreciate their full beauty and scale until you see them in 
person. Bob & Sabine took the time to take the Carlsbad Caverns tour with candles that 
replicates what the early explorers saw using just a simple 1 candle lantern. 

Photo Left: Bob & Sabine Shaw with Christine & Myles Crowe last September in in Montreal 



In September, Bob & Sabine met with 
Myles & Christine Crowe in Montreal, 
Canada as the Shaws wrapped up a cruise 
from Norway to Montreal visiting outposts 
of the Viking explorations along the polar 
region.  Bob says that the cruise was very 
interesting, and with the exception of 
Norway and Canada, very different from 
what a tourist sees while visiting 
Europe.  The Shaws were also happy to 
avoid the heat back in New Orleans for a 
couple weeks as they visited Iceland, 
Greenland, Newfoundland, and the Faroe 
Islands.  About the only event they missed 
were the Northern Lights as a result of the 
overcast weather and timing – a good 
reason to return. Also during 2017, the 
Shaws made the time during their travels to 
visit some of our other classmates – John 
& Vickie Kruger in Whitefish, Montana; 
and Hank & Maggie Gregor and Pat & 
Tricia Strong in North Carolina. 

Photo Right: Bob Shaw overlooking some 
Mesa Verde cliff dwellings  
 

 
Belated Report From Tony Mathews – Another Unintended D3 Slight  

 

2/2/2018  
While scrambling to find the three email reports from Bob Shaw (see above) I came across 

another D3 interchange. Back 
in mid-May, Tony Mathews 
reported that he and Ginger 
spent a week in Tucson, 
Arizona visiting a Vietnam 
buddy – they were in the same 
infantry company – Tony as the 
FA FO and the buddy as an 
Infantry platoon leader and 
later the Recon Platoon leader 
(he was later succeeded in 
Recon by Larry Jordan). While 
in Tucson, they all went to 
Sierra Vista, Arizona for a one 
day trip to visit Mickey & 
Cheryl Vennum. The three 

couples had a great time catching up over lunch and a visit to Mickey’s & Cheryl’s home. This 
was the first time Tony and Mickey had seen each other since graduation. 

Photo: Easily recognizable from Howitzer photos) Tony Mathews, Mickey Vennum and their 
mutual friend Joe Ladensack yukking it up in Siera Vista in May 
 

 



The Dallens’ New Adventure   
1/26/2018  
John & Frances Dallen are at it 
again. Never content with just a 
quick weekend get-away, part of 
their next adventure began with 
traveling across the Pacific by boat 
from Los Angeles to New Zealand 
and Australia. A week into this new 
adventure, they toured the Hawaiian 
Islands where they met up with an 
old friend of John’s from his MIT 
days who became a PIP (Florida 
retirement community speak for 
“previously important person”) – a 
Navy four star – only outranked by 
West Point Plebes – who gave them 
a four star tour. 

Photo Right: Frances & John 
Dallen on Nuku Hiva 

On day two out of Hawaii and 
having two more days before they 
could reach their next port in the 
Marquesas Islands (over a 
thousand miles to land of any 
kind), the seas were choppy, the 
lights went out, the engines 
stopped, and they weng dead in the 
water.  Diagnosis: water in the 
fuel. Forty-five minutes (and a lot 
of STA-BIL) later, the engines 
were restarted and they made it to 
their next port. Stay tuned and 
follow them at 
http://dallen.posthaven.com… 

Photo Left: John & Frances Dallen at Volcano National Park on the Big Island 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Hedleys Offer Sanctuary to Hostlers  
1/26/2018  
With frigid temps even in North Carolina last December, John & Margie Hedley seemed more 
anxious than usual to not only start their annual trek to Hawaii, but to settle into the condo on 
Maui they purchased back when 
they lived in Japan and had to 
leave that country periodically. 
They got to the condo just in time 
to receive a disconcerting text 
from a fat fingering local civil 
servant. Not too long after came a 
text from Megan Hostler asking 
if the extra bedroom in their condo 
was spoken for. The Hostlers had 
fled the foul east coast weather 
after the Army-Navy Game and 
settled back into supervising the 
construction of their home on the 
windward side of Oahu, where 
they discovered that they had not 
included a bomb shelter. Dutch 
took the excitement in stride – 
stating that this was not the first time he had been warned of “incoming.” Consequently, the 
Hedleys and Hostlers used the false alarm to practice taking shelter on Maui and under 
quantities of Mai Tais and craft beer. 

Photo: Dutch Hostler and John Hedley taking shelter from incoming in Hawaii 
 

 
Holiday Letter Theme: Family, Travel, and Friends  

 

1/26/2018  
The accumulation of Holiday 
letters followed a central 
theme – along with a scarcity 
of printable photos 
(classmates missing or 
couldn’t get the fitting 
resolution from the scanner). 
Jon & Aj Dodson are still 
spending quality time with 
meaningful work – Jon with 
his wounded warriors and Aj 
with the Red Cross – but 
doing fewer days these days. 
Jon and his sister showed 
that family gets more 
important with time by 
working on genealogy 
together. Gary & Patty 

Halstead are breathing easier now that Scott is back from his Afghanistan tour. In addition to 
visiting family, Jim & Lucille Swinney hosted the 1st Platoon and C Troop, ¾ Cav reunion in 
Maggie Valley, North Carolina just prior to going on a cruise to “Down Under” – both New 



Zealand and Australia – and moving into a new home in Florida. John Cruden finished his 
tenure at the Dept. of Justice just before he was able to finish leading the negotiations with VW 
and file the civil and criminal actions. He & Sharon visited with Ed & Peggy Thal in 
Smithfield, Virginia just before joining the 100 lawyer environmental law firm of Beberidge and 
Diamond as a partner. 

Photo Left: Rick Wright this summer at Machu Picchu 

Since Bob Alexander retired last year, he fills part of his time with caring for Trish and helping 
her overcome a stroke suffered in the fall, organizing charity golf tournaments supporting 
Special Ops survivors and Habitat for Heroes, and serving as President of the local West Point 
Society and AOG Capital Area (Mid-Atlantic) Regional Council. Peter Wallace cherished the 
holidays when he could see his five grandkids together in one place and viewing the next six 
months with extreme mixed emotions. Peter & Barbara return to France only to return for our 
50th reunion while his daughter’s family transitions from Hotlanta back to Pete’s and Barbara’s 
winter home in Tampa and his son’s family PCSs from Germany to Ft. Drum for a battalion 
command tour. He is hoping not to break the bank by commuting back and forth over the 
Atlantic. 
Charlie & Janet 
Lieb 
experienced 
travel this year 
with family and 
friends to what 
sounds like 
almost too good 
to be true: Swiss 
Alps with 
Matterhorn in 
view; Skiing in Utah; horseback riding and white water rafting in Costa Rica; golfing in Arizona 
and the Robert Trent Jones Trail in Alabama; sailing in the Bahamas; river cruising the Rhine; 
three and a half months on the beach in Florida; touring Cuba, Bulgaria, and Romania; and NYC 
Theatre District and personal tour of Fox News with General Patreus. Rick & Anne Wright 
took things a little easier, while Anne continued her whirlwind adventures. Besides trips out 
west, they spent almost three weeks cruising on the Amazon and Urubamba rivers, hiking part 
of the Inca Trail, visiting Machu Picchu, and touring Cuzco and Lima and their environs. After 
Anne had overcome a Amazon jungle fall that caused bleeding around the brain, they left the 
snows of DC for an upgraded Holland America cruise from Ft Lauderdale to Aruba, Bonaire, 
Curacao, Dominican Republic, Turks and Caicos, and the Bahamas to see firsthand how these 
little slices of Eden can recover from the 2017 Hurricane season. Of Chick & Carole James’ 
2017 adventures with family, classmates, and friends, their trip to Hawaii with Andy & Dee 
Silverthorn was a highpoint. 

Photo Right: Chick & Carole James telling golf and medical war stories in Hawaii 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Let the Holiday News Begin – Starting with the 2017 Cobeys  
1/26/2018  

This must be 
tradition by 
now – what 
has grown 
into an ultra-
wide-angle 
view of the 
ever 
expanding 
Cobey clan. 

Photo Left: 
The 2017 
Cobeys 

 

 

 

Although Elwood says that the number in the photo may 
have stopped, we can look forward to seeing the family 
develop in the future. 

Photo Right: Mary-Lou & Elwood Cobey expressing their 
feelings at the Army-Navy game 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Orahoods Spend Time With Grandkids Following in Military Footsteps  
1/26/2018  

Jim & Rene Orahood spent the 
weekend prior to Christmas with 
grandkids Grace (USAFA 2021) 
and Charlie (USAFA 2019) 
Orahood, in Colorado. They are 
Jim II’s and Kari’s (Halstead) 
kids. Jim & Rene took Charlie to 
London when he was 16 and 
Grace to Paris when she turned 
16. 

Photo: Some of the Orahood 
clan – Grace, Jim, Rene, and 
Charlie 

 

 
‘Tis the Season for Classmate Authors  

 

1/26/2018  
After catching grief from company mate Craig 
Carson for minimal contributions to any 
Edition of Both Sides of the Wall, and 
submitting a sample of his work describing his 
experiences in Vietnam to classmate Brian 
Utermahlen, John Hedley finally set to work 
on a memoir of his own. The final product, 
Saddle Up – The Story of a Red Scarf, arrived 
in early December – just in time to be 
purchased as Christmas presents. The book is a 
story of John’s combat tour in the Central 
Highlands and a tribute to the incredible 
members of his Reconnaissance Platoon known 
as “Fox Force” in the 1st Battalion, 14th 
Infantry.  Within a week, John’s books shipped 
to his home as well as books shipped to 
Amazon.com sold out. At last count, the book 
is into its fourth printing. 

Photo Right: John Hedley adorning his book 
cover 



Not too far behind – but 
available for Valentine’s Day – 
Bill Jeffries’ latest techno 
thriller, Framing the Sacred, is 
now available.  Bill also found 
the time to produce a  non-
fiction business book:  Inliers: 
The Curse of Polarity Thinking 
– a  natural sequel to Malcolm 
Gladwell's Outliers, providing 
organizational leaders tips and 
strategies for removing all those 
impediments to achieving 
organizational greatness and 
personal mastery.  All of Bill’s 

books are available from his Executive Strategies International website 
(http://www.execustrat.com/purchase.asp) and other online book websites. 

Photo Left: John Hedley at a book signing in Mooresville, NC flanked by bride Margie and his 
Battalion Commander from Vietnam days 
 

 
Army-Navy Game – More Than Just a Whiteout  

 

1/26/2018  
We received a number of emails and FB posts stating that the past two Army-Navy games have 
shown a lot more 
smiles and provided 
a lot more 
comradery than in 
recent past years. 
Staunch attendees 
Tom & Mary 
Beierschmitt 
scraped three extra 
tickets together for 
Dave, Jeannie, and 
Rob Clemm while 
Marv Belasco 
watched the 
invisible stealth Army team win from his home in Austin where there was more snow than in 
Philadelphia. 

Photo Right: Joe Henry, Bill Flowers, Elwood Cobey, and Jack Bussa at the Army-Navy Game 
just before the guy taking the picture ran off with Joe’s iPhone 



Joe Henry started early to scrounge tickets for E3 
classmates and company mates and find where other 
classmates were seated and partying. Terry Wildrick also 
caught up with Elwood & Mary-Lou Cobey. Other 
classmate attendees included Dutch & Megan Hostler 
(with their sons and their families) and Bob Alexander. 

Photo Left: Terry & Lynn Wildrick entering the Army-
Navy Game 

 

 
Lorentzens Share Adventures with Classmates  

 

1/26/2018  
Ed & Molly Lorentzen celebrated their 
anniversary on the Big Island of Hawaii in late 
September.  Enroute to a week of relaxation on 
the Kona side, they spent a day with Ed’s G-1 
company mate Stu (Stein) Beckley and his 
bride, Linda. Stu & Linda own 9 acres of 
partially-cleared jungle south of Hilo and they 
took Ed & Molly on a guided tour of the Puna 
coast that no major tourist company would 
attempt.  They traveled the hardened lava flows 
which destroyed several housing subdivisions in 
2014 and capped off their adventure with a 
sumptuous late lunch at Kaleo’s Bar and Grill in 
Pahoa.   

Photo Right: Stu (Stein) Buckley with Ed Lorentzen either on the moon or on the Big Island in 
September 

A couple of months later, Ed & Molly 
drove up from Austin to see the Army-
UNT football game in Denton, TX.  By 
staying at the Marriott Hotel booked by 
the local WP Society, they got to watch 
the Army football team do light 
warmup drills prior to the game.  Ed 
talked briefly to Coach Monken and 
members of the Army radio broadcast 
team.  It was a very cold night game 
and so windy that the Army Golden 
Knights parachute team had to cancel 
their pre-game jump. At the Armed 
Forces Bowl game Ed & Molly met up 



with Dale & Joyce Hansen and had dinner afterwards. Sometime during the game, Dale also 
saw Tom & Mary Beierschmitt. 

Photo Left: Classmates at the Army UNT tailgate:  Ed Lorentzen, Ed Nelson, Ross Irvin, Andy 
Shaffer and Ed’s Beast roommate, Phil Samuel 
 

 
Munsons Arrive In Time To Welcome New Granddaughter  

 

1/26/2018  
Not ones to be rushed or cramped, Jack & Bobbi Munson set sail on a 22-day cruise from 
Miami to Hawaii via Colombia, Costa Rica Guatemala, Nicaragua, Mexico, and San Diego last 
fall on a small ship that could get into small 
ports – and intensify rough seas. They 
found that eating, touring, and sleeping (in a 
queen size bed) their way to Hawaii beats 
an airplane seat any day.  Aside from the 
leisurely and uncrowded means of travel, 
the big draw was to see their younger 
daughter, an Air Force Colonel (USAFA 98 
grad) who is stationed on Oahu and had the 
distinction of still being very 
pregnant.  How many pregnant colonels do 
you see or know? Jack & Bobbi were 
thrilled to welcome their new 
granddaughter into the world on November 
29. While mom and baby did fine, granddad was a wreck. Tripler AMC delivers about 180 kids 
a month, so it has the system down. Since Jack & Bobbi stayed around for a while to help the 
family into a new routine, they had to endure watching the Army-Navy game in the midst of the 
Ford Island Navy crowd prior to departure. 

Photo: #15 Bobbi & Jack Munson enduring new grandparents, Hawaiian weather and Navy 
fans last December 
 

 
Carletons Prepare for Winter at Their Home in Maine  

 

1/26/2018  
Winter comes early for Stott & Bobbie Carleton 
in Maine. Not only do they have to take boats 
out of the water and winterize them, they have to 
lay on supplies and provisions to last until spring 
– there’s only so much solitaire one can play. 

Photo Left: Stott & Bobbi Carleton getting 
ready for winter in Maine 

 

 

 

 



 

Stott’s winter project was 
to construct a new boat. 
This isn’t his first – and 
may not be his best or last 
because every task he sets 
out to accomplish ends up 
as near perfection. 

Photo Right: Stott with 
Geraldine 
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David Alexander Sports Complex a Reality   
12/5/2017  
Rick Rhoades just reported that, through the perseverance of his high school class and D3 
classmates, the Dave Alexander’s high school sports complex in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania has 
been named after him. As you know, we lost Dave from this physical earth in Vietnam; 
however, his spiritual presence is still with all who knew him. Company-mate Hank Gregor 
named his son after Dave – Hank’s & Maggie’s son’s nickname is Alex. 
 

 
Robersons Feed the Multitudes in Asheville  

 

12/5/2017  
Decades ago, Gary Roberson and his 
many brothers agreed to celebrate 
Thanksgiving with their mother in 
Asheville every other year and have a 
family reunion at the same time. Over the 
years, the families have expanded like wild 
fires in California – but in a kinder and 
friendlier way… Currently, the Roberson 
clan celebrates Thanksgiving in Asheville; 
however, there are so many attending they 
now have to rent at least two neighboring 
homes and stretch the festivities over three 

days to include family and friends dating back to high school. This year, Barbara and I were 
invited to attend with our son and his brood on the Friday after Thanksgiving. We were happy to 
take part in the wonderful organized chaos of a large, diverse, respectful, and loving family. 
While the food was good and plentiful, the comradery, conversation, and fellowship were 
beyond description. It is times like this that we need to give extra thanks for being a member of 
this class and get to be exposed to such wonderful people. 

Photo: Cookie & Gary Roberson enjoying a break between turns on the serving line over the 
Thanksgiving weekend 
 

 
Shimps Celebrating Vino  

 

12/5/2017  
As reported earlier, Bob & Carol Shimp are part 
owners of a vineyard in Mendoza, Argentina. This 
month is the first time I have heard that they are 
actually bottling the output of the place – which is not 
strange because it takes a while for the grapes to take 
hold and mature in the sandy soil. While my guess 
would be that they’d be growing Malbec and 
Chardonnay, red and white is OK with me – 
especially with a name like Mi Vino Tu Vino. 

Photo: Carol & Bob Shimp show their latest vintage 
of Mi Vino Tu Vino 

 



Gordon Tillery Sends Summary of Class Luncheon   
12/5/2017  

In mid-November – Gordon Tillery put together a 
well-attended (33 attended), fun lunch. This was 
Elwood Cobey’s first class luncheon after moving into 
the area earlier this fall. As usual, he livened up 
conversations and events – even with the ground-rules 
of avoiding political discussion which may lead to 
heated remarks that might divide classmate bonds. He 
observed that about five percent of our living 
classmates were in the DC area. There was enough 
important information and trash talk to carry the day. 
The gathering reflected on classmates experiencing 
health (or other) concerns, such as Mike Fisher and 
John Keane, who are recovering from surgeries, 
Ralph Tildon, who came down with shingles (after 
having the vaccination!), and Bob Alexander, whose 
bride, Trish, suffered a major stroke at the end of 
September. Included in his note, Ralph mentioned that 
he went to Jim Craig's funeral service along with Bob 
Lower, George Neil, and Roland Oliver, and asked 

for prayers for Linda Craig and Jim's 2 daughters. As usual, there were a few other colorful 
reasons sent by folks who could not attend. Doug McKenna was enroute to Norfolk to do a 5K 
on one day and a half marathon on the next; Sun. While he is retiring as Dean at USMC 
Command and Staff College at the beginning of next August 2018, the ceremony will be at 
Quantico on 5 June, and he is inviting the class. Dave & Susan Ohle were at their home (Casa 
Ohle)- in Loreto Bay, Mexico until the end of November. Larry Jordan was at the "Topping 
Out Ceremony" (a builder’s rite held when the last beam is placed atop a structure under 
construction) for the National Museum of the US Army at Ft Belvoir. Larry and Russ Fuhrman 
are on the Board of Directors for the Army Historical Foundation, (a private organization that is 
building and donating the Museum to the Army. Terry Wong was participating in a meeting 
concerning Vietnam as part of his alleged retirement duties. Guys at the luncheon passed around 
the 2017 calendar published by the Army Museum and saw that Rick Hawley was featured in 
the line of soldiers for November. Underscoring that poor Rick could never catch a break, the 
caption under the photo showing Rick as a 1LT in-country had his name misspelled. Karl 
Leatham informed the gathering of a great Vietnam Memorial to see in Frankfort, KY. 
http://www.kyvietnammemorial.net/. Bill Dickerson went to West Point for Chuck Vehlow's 
interment, along with Jim Greenberg, Dave Ohle, Jim Locher, and others. Rick Rider and 
George Shoener talked about an event next year (May 30-June 5) in Easton Maryland, 
orchestrated by the VFW, At that event, all names on the wall will be read and the “Traveling 
Wall” will be present. George also circulated a very thorough article about his career, published 
in their local paper. Jess Gatlin talked about the JohnnyVet performance to be given later that 
day of the luncheon by the USMA Alum Glee Club (https://www.johnnyvet.com/). He also 
mentioned etched USMA glassware available and talked about a recent reception for Vietnam 
Memorial designer Maya Lyn on Veterans Day. Bob Stroud mentioned the Army-Navy hockey 
game at Navy on January 12 – tickets are going fast. Joe Henry wrote in from Colorado that he, 
Jack Bussa, and Bill Flowers will be at the Army-Navy football game and wanted to know if 
there were any ’68 events. Chuck Hawkins gave an overview of the situation with North Korea 
with thoughts on possible scenarios in that quagmire. John Cruden continues to fail as a retiree. 
He is now president of the American College of Environmental Lawyers 

Photo: Elwood Cobey’s “usual news” – twin boy grandsons born a couple of months ago -- now 
with six grandsons and six granddaughters 
 



Classmates Participate in 2018 Branch Night   
12/5/2017  
Dave Martin reported that on 15 November, 13 members of our class representing 10 branches 
participated in Branch Night for our Affiliation Class of 2018 at West Point. In addition to Dave 
(representing Signal Corps), other participants included Dan Adams (Field Artillery), Bob 
Beahm (Ordnance and Infantry), 
Skip Greeby (Engineers), Dale 
Hansen (Military Intelligence), 
Tom Jewell (Infantry and 
Aviation), Larry Jordan (Armor, 
and also delivered a knock-out 
keynote address), Ed Lorentzen 
(also Armored Cav and Military 
Intelligence), Craig O’Connor 
(Field Artillery), Fred Shahid 
(Field Artillery), Bob Stroud 
(Military Police and Infantry), 
Ralph Tuccillo (Quartermaster), 
and Steve Winsor (Engineers). 
After a little fortification to gather their wits at the Hotel Thayer Patton Lounge, our classmates 
proceeded to the Comm’s Quarters for more fortification and meet and greet/grip and grin 
formalities, prior to moving on to Ike Hall for a photo op with the class of 2018 officers and 
meeting an anxious class in the auditorium. Unlike our “analog” branch choosing a half century 
ago, Firsties now submit their preferences, and a computer algorithm (with a sense of humor) 
makes branch assignments, based on a bunch of factors, the most important of which being 
General Order of Merit, based on academic/physical/military/character scores. 

Photo Right: Branch Night participating classmates with Class of 2018 officers at Ike Hall 

Company TAC Officers distributed 
envelopes to each Firstie, and then 
basically, on the command of “Open 
your envelopes” all the Firsties at the 
same time opened their envelopes, 
which have a welcome note and brass 
branch insignia attached, and all 
bedlam broke loose. It was 
emphasized that there would be no 
“blood pinning” allowed….but then, 
this wasn’t exactly Airborne or 
Ranger School.  

Photo Left: Skip Greeby with E2 Firsties at Branch Night 

Dave wasn’t entirely sure what qualifies as “Combat Arms” these days (an obvious REMF has 
changed terminology – an act that surely won him or her a Legion of Merit), but according to 
the AOG, 70% of the class branched combat arms. Every Firstie Dave spoke with had gotten his 
or her first choice, so there were lots of smiles and high fives. Furthermore, the Class of 2018 
President made a point of telling Dave how thankful he was with the Class of 1968 participation 
in the 50-year affiliation program. Other Cadets dropped by to espouse the same 
sentiments.  Skip Greeby may have introduced a new meaningful tradition by wearing his 
original Engineer branch insignia on his lapel and he traded it with one of the Firsties from his 
old company (E-2), and asked that Firstie to give Skip’s Engineer branch insignia to a Firstie 50 



years hence in 2067 during his own 50-year affiliation event. Skip reported that the Firstie was 
visibly emotional about the gift. The event closed down around 9pm, but as our contingent was 
walking up the hill from Ike Hall to their cars parked by Arvin Gym, they noticed that the Firstie 
party begun after branch envelop openings and party in the ballroom had merely moved to the 
First Class Compound, where no doubt additional libations were still available. In several 
weeks, the Firsties get to choose their first posts. 
 

 
Don Jones completes 100 Mile Ride on Veterans Day  

 

12/5/2017  
Don Jones is another classmate not one to 
rant at a TV news show for his exercise. On 
Veterans Day, he commemorated the day by 
participating a Backroads bicycling group-
sponsored 100-mile ride in Mobile, Alabama. 
This was nothing new – he rides every 
Saturday with a local group. So far this year, 
he has ridden over 1,100 miles on his bike. 
The “century ride” was a one-day event – 
starting at 7:00 AM and finishing at 3:00 PM 
on Veterans Day. Riding time was a little over 
7 hours. 

Photo: Don Jones at the end of his ride on Veterans Day 
 

 
Bill McCrone Breaks Ground for Presidio Monterey Historic Park  

 

12/5/2017  
Bill McCrone 
has been 
working for the 
past three years 
to raise funding 
for the buildout 
of the Lower 
Presidio 
Historic Park in 
Monterey, 
California. As 

the Board Secretary of the Old Monterey Foundation and Chairman of the Park Committee, he 
has led the effort to buildout a 2002 Master Plan for the Park, which was given to Monterey by 
the Department of the Army on a 50-year lease in 1996. The City had done nothing in the Plan 
due to a lack of funding and vision, so it was a natural opportunity for a real leader to take 
charge and forge a private/public partnership and get it done. With history starting with the 1602 
discovery of California, this park, overlooking the Harbor and Monterey Bay, is the most 
historically significant site on the West Coast. Being ever so politically correct, the only statue 
of a person on a horse you’ll see in California is John Wayne – not his real name and all he ever 
did was play the parts of people who really did stuff. The end result is that Bill’s committee 
raised $1.1 million and opened the new park to the public on Veteran's Day. The fruits of Bill’s 
labor are now enjoyed by the public for years to come. Read more at 
oldmontereyfoundation.org. Other than that, it has been a bad year for Bill health wise – six 
stays at the VA hospital in Palo Alto, of varying lengths, and two major surgeries. He continues 



to battle the effects of Agent Orange and a transplanted heart that is slowly being rejected, but 
he is holding his own so far and has made reservations for our 50th reunion. See you there, Bill. 

Photo: Bill McCrone (the good guy with the scissors and white hat) with the Mayor and 
Councilmen as he cut the ribbon to open his park pathways with historic interpretative signs 
 

 
Dick Shipley Sends Trap Update from April and July 2017  

 

12/5/2017  
There was a report in our July Notes on 
how Dick Shipley got to meet with the 
Cadet Skeet and Trap Club in San 
Antonio back in April, and how he 
traded his old shooting vest for one that 
fit. He subsequently received an 
invitation to the first alumni skeet match 
which was to be held after the Temple 
game at West Point. As luck would have 
it, the Shipleys had already planned to 
take their son and his family to that 
game, which was a spectacular come-
from-behind victory in the final seconds. 
After the game, the Shipley clan went to 
the range where the whole team was 
assembled along with the coaches, OIC, 
and only a handful of alumni. 
(Naturally) Dick was the "oldest grad" in attendance. He not only got to shoot with the cadets 
but had a pretty good round and a really good time. After the shoot, the cadets let Dick’s 
grandson pull the trigger on a few clay pigeons which thrilled him. Then the club fed the 
Shipleys a wonderful BBQ dinner and made some presentations. One of the cadets had taken 
Dick’s vest and had it mounted in a glass frame which now hangs on the wall of their clubhouse. 

Photo: Dick & Kathy Shipley’s son, Eric, and Samantha Shipley with their kids with Kathy & 
Dick at the Skeet & Trap Clubhouse at West Point that now houses Dick’s old shooting vest 
 

 
Bill Mulvey Marks 500th Dive  

 

12/5/2017  
Bill & Suzie Mulvey’s last trip 
to Bonaire lasted from mid-
August to mid-October. During 
that time, Bill spent over 24 
hours underwater blowing 
bubbles – more than a full day 
with no TV, no computer, no 
news, no politics, andwith a 
beautiful world of reefs, fish, 
and sea creatures to enjoy. The 
accompanying photo was taken 
on his 500th dive off the coast of 
Bonaire with his dive master, 
Christine “Tina” Nicolaas, who 
certified Bill in 2006 after his 

first four open water dives. They spent the dive working on Coral Restoration where they took 



fragments of staghorn coral to hang underwater on a PVC pipe "tree" where they will grow 
rapidly to three or four times their current size before being “planted” in shallow water above 
the reef. 

Photo: Bill Mulvey with the dive master who certified him restoring coral off in Bonaire 
 

 
Happy News – Dick Stiner Marries  

 

12/5/2017  
Although we were supposed to be some of the first to know, your no-account Scribe had a major 
brain cramp about five months ago and buried the happy news that Dick Steiner married lovely 
Paulette Schroeder, a retired school 
principal, in the mountains of Colorado last 
June 16th. It was a small wedding with 
family members including Dick's two 
brothers and their wives and Dick's 
daughters, Charlotte and Lindy. Paulette's 
daughter, Alexandra, and grandson, Jaiden 
were also there. Juilliard grad Charlotte 
surprised everyone by hiring a violinist to 
accompany her on the viola to play some of 
Dick and Paulette's favorite songs. Although 
the newlyweds moved to Williamsburg, 
Virginia late last summer, Dick has yet to let 
us know his residence address since all West 
Point oriented mail still goes to his 
Millersville, Maryland address. However, he was quick to share that their neighbors in 
Williamsburg include Harry Bennett and Bob Clarke, who have both lived there long enough 
to have correct snail mail addresses. Bob has established himself with his Academy days carry-
over sport – playing drums for an oldies rock band called Secret Aging Men. 

Photo: Newlyweds Dick and Paulette at their Colorado wedding last June 
 

 
Air Force Game – Another Good Excuse to Gather – and Celebrate  

 

11/16/2017  
For at least eight months, Joe & Carla Henry and Chuck & 
Gayle Jones have been preparing for the Army-Air Force 
Game at Colorado Springs. While Joe beat the drum to find 
out who needed and wanted tickets, Chuck & Gayle 
prepared for the post-game celebration (we can say that 
now) at their home. In the meant time, classmates provided 
local support that only classmates can do and began to 
descend on the area. 

Photo Left: Vic Hiatt with son Michael (AFA ’01) preparing 
the kids for their first loss to Army 

 

 

 



Too bad no one brought a camera… Since 
Vic & Pat Hiatt’s oldest son, Michael, is 
an AF grad and Colorado is a good 
meeting spot between Vic’s & Pat’s home 
in Florida and Michael’s & Kelly’s home 
in Oregon, they have met there in 
November for years – but not enough 
years to see many Army victories. This 
time, it was Vic’s turn to cheer – not only 
for the Army victory but for finally losing 
Hurricane Harvey who chased the Hiatts 
up Florida, to Georgia and Alabama… 
Since Dick & Kathy Shipley’s son’s 
family lives around Colorado Springs with 
all of Dick’s & Kathy’s grandkids, it’s easy to get them to visit Colorado after hunting season. 
This year, Dick and his brother, Dale (’61), smelled blood in the water, so both brothers decided 
to drop in. 

Photo Right: Kathy & Dick Shipley with Eloise & Dale (’61) at the Army victory over Air Force 
 

 
Shaffers and Gerards May Have Found New Favorite Way to Cruise  

 

11/16/2017  
Every couple of years, Barbara’s small 
family (her sister and cousin and respective 
hubbies) gathers for a reunion somewhere. 
This year, the venue was a trip to Prague 
and an associated river cruise from 
Budapest to Amsterdam on the Danube, 
Main, and Rhine. Since Barbara’s sister, 
Betty, married one of my old roomies, 
Andy Shaffer, we treat these assemblies as 
mini reunions where we can get into new 
levels of trouble. This time, Andy was still 
in the re-entry to reality phase of being 
honored for his countless contributions to 
the community within the Permian Basin. 
The Nonprofit Management Center of 
Midland, Texas hosted its annual Beacon 
Awards Luncheon just prior to our river 
cruise departure. The awards recognize 
outstanding volunteers and Andy was 
recognized for his excellence in governing 
board leadership – specifically with the 

Midland County Public Library Advisory Board. That honor rated the purchase of the river 
cruise beverage package – which paid for itself by day three… A couple of years ago during the 
Princess Med cruise that John & Margie Hedley put together, we heard from a few classmates 
who were scheduled to take this river cruise either before or after the big boat Med cruise, but 
plans were scrubbed due to low water. We’re glad we had the water, weather, and spectacular 
scenery for this great adventure. 

Photo: Old roomies Dave Gerard and Andy Shaffer after a rough day of jousting with windmills 
in the Netherlands 
 



2017 E2/G2 Company Reunion   
11/16/2017  
Skip Greeby reported that 
this year, classmates from 
E2/G2 went to 
Williamsburg, VA for its 
2nd ever Company 
Reunion. Actually, I got 
word of the gathering from 
Jock Merriam, who 
emailed me to see if they 
could stop off to visit us on 
their way to Virginia from 
Florida – for the second 
time in a month thanks to Hurricane Harvey. 

Photo Right: E2/G2 reunion golfers: Chick James, Harry Bennett, Jock Merriam, Dan Winter, 
Jim Lawton, Hal Timboe, and Skip Greeby 

Since I got the email while in Budapest, 
we asked for a raincheck. In any event, it 
appeared that about a dozen classmates 
and brides showed up for some golf, 
shopping, touring, and fellowship to 
warm up for May. Since I received no 
written report from anyone, believe me 
when I say, “The pictures say it all.” 

Pnoto Left: E2/G2 reunion uniform 
formation: Dan Winter, Jock Merriam, 
Alvie Kimball, Steve Rodgers, Harry 
Bennett, and Bill Bachman 

 

 
Classmates Participate in Next-to-Last Leader Challenge at West Point  

 

11/16/2017  
Gary Halstead 
and Dale 
Hansen reported 
that a steadfast 
and motivated 
team of ’68 
classmates 
gathered at West 
Point in mid-
October for the 
first of two remaining opportunities to interact with out 50 Year Affiliation Class of 2018 at a 
Leader Challenge. Besides Gary and Dale, those attending were Bob Alexander, Dave 
Drummond, Ray Puffer, Chris Ohlinger, Mike Peters, George Shoener, Pat Toffler, 
Jimmy Walsh, and Steve Winsor. As always, most of the gaggle gathered for camaraderie and 
consumption of “spirits fermenti” at the Hotel Thayer bar on Sunday evening prior to Monday’s 
instruction. As always, the conversation and consumption activity was jolly and enjoyable. The 



same cannot be said of the follow-on dinner in the dining room, which most agreed had gone the 
way of the Cadet Mess. Early the next morning, our gang met up with representatives of ’69 and 
’70 at the old Officers Club for a “meet and greet” and rehearsal of exactly what they all would 
be doing in respective classrooms with their designated cadet companies. The classroom 
experience this time was about “Butting Heads” between an infantry platoon leader and his 
platoon sergeant in an actual combat scenario. As is usually the case, mistakes in leadership and 
command decisions are controversial and provide ample opportunity to discuss how better the 
decisions could have been made. The scenario gives something meaningful to talk about, and 
it’s the way cadets and grads engage with each other that helps develop leadership skills – 
except in Chris Ohlinger’s group which all looked like deer in headlights while muttering, “I 
didn’t know you could say that in any company.” The overwhelming consensus from this 
diverse group was that this was another highlight of our relationships with our affiliation class, 
as well as an outstanding opportunity to engage with the Cows and the Yearlings and to reaffirm 
our collective belief that The Corps, in general, is in great shape in all respects. 

Photo: Most of the Leader Challenge Classmate contingent: Dale Hansen, Pat Tofler, Steve 
Winsor, George Shoener, Dave Drummond, and Jimmy Welsh 
 

 
Classmates Take Queen Mary 2 From NYC to Quebec  

 

11/16/2017  
For two weeks between September and 
October, John & Margie Hedley once again 
organized a cruise on the majestic Queen 
Mary II from New York City to Quebec for a 
dozen classmates and their brides.  After a 
short stay in NYC (where Margie reported 
that John made a pilgrimage to his media 
mecca – FOX news) for most participants, our 
gang of happy travelers boarded the QM2 for 
an ultimate two day stay in Quebec via 
Newport RI, Boston and Sydney NS. On the 
way back, they called at Saguenay, Gaspe and 
Halifax. 

Photo Left: The USMA QM2 fall cruise crew 
from bottom to top – left to right: Bev 
McCormick (friend of Shipleys), (in the white 
jacket) Bob Werner ’55, Bill “Pop-pop” & 
Patty Marriott, Phyllis & Chuck Giasson, Ken 
& Beth Hauck, Lisa Marshall (another friend 
of Shipleys), Margie & John Hedley, John & 

Frances Dallen, Lucille & Jim Swinney, Dutch & Megan Hostler, Dale & Joyce Hansen, Mary 
Jane & Ray Rhodes, Don & Gail Hall, and Joyce & Chuck Canella. Not in photo: Ron 
Yasukawa and Roberta 

 

 

 



The scenery at this time 
of year was supposed to 
be nippy and just right 
for fall colors. Actually, 
the weather was much 
more moderate and the 
guys were 
contemplating making 
their tuxedo trousers 
into Bermuda shorts. 
Darn – great weather 
for sunning and 
sampling Canadian beer and other British spirits. While on board, our gang was augmented by a 
couple of friends of Dick & Kathy Shipley who have taken up traveling with us (Ireland, and 
the Princess cruise on the Med) because we’re fun. Our classmates adopted a couple of ’55 
grads, so they pretty much ran the ship. 

Photo Right: John & Margie Hedley, Dutch & Megan Hostler, and Mary Jane & Ray Rhodes at 
the “I love my spouse even with the hat and ascot” costume party 
 

 
Jetlands Host San Diego Reunion Prep  

 

11/16/2017  
All classmates from the San Diego 
area gathered at the home of Bob & 
Elsa Jetland for a “mini-reunion” 
consisting of barbecue and fellowship 
in late September. Allan Crecelius 
(B-3) and his bride Sandy Comrie, 
Joaquin & Janice Perez (G-3), and 
Jerry Hansen (D-4) attended.  Bob 
was surprised when he planned the 
event, he thought that there were 
more classmates in the beautiful 
area.  Since most everyone was from 
3rd Regiment, the guys fell right into 
cadet war stories, which surprised 
and may have enlightened the brides. 

All reported that they plan to attend the 50th Reunion next May. As a sign of the aging process, 
Bob reports his regret that no one had the presence of mind to take a photo to include with this 
report. 

Photo: In the absence of a recent photo, here are Bob & Elsa Jetland at Machu Picchu a few 
years back 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Late Summer Notes – Millers Visit Westerlunds  
11/16/2017  

This is my bad – I got an email from Pres 
Miller back in July that seems to have gone to 
the 3rd ring of Saturn. He reported that, back in 
July, he & Clem visited Flagstaff and spent 
time with the John & Gail Westerlund. One 
day, John took Pres & Clem for a hike in 
something John called the Inner Basin. John 
explained (as simply as he could) the Inner 
Basin is the blown out side of a giant volcano 
crater and all the major mountains around 
Flagstaff are the remains of the crater wall. 
They actually didn't get too far due to some 
thunder from clouds coming over the mountains 
– not because John was reading the map. After 
Pres was treated for shock from having an 

ES&GS flashback, the Millers were in awe and report that John is a true expert on the history of 
the regions, and continues to write books and pursue projects to document (or disprove) stories 
and legends about the region. It is well worth a trip to Flagstaff to hear John's stories and enjoy a 
tour of Flagstaff. 

Photo: John Westerlund with Clem & Pres Miller in the Inner Basin around Flagstaff 
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1968 CLASS NOTES 

John (Tony) Dodson – Latest Classmate Long Time Bachelor – Weds
9/19/2019

Tony Dodson feels that – although we still have a few dedicated bachelors remaining in our

ranks – he may be the last member of the class to enter into wedlock for the �rst time. Tony

and Barbara "Charlie" Murphy have been an “item” for over a quarter of a century, yet Tony has

been cautious of taking on the title of “husband” – or at least as cautious as a person whose

life has been punctuated by getting shot at, jumping out of airplanes, piloting choppers in

combat, boxing, tech rock climbing, spelunking, SCUBA, sky diving, and risking millions of

dollars can be.

Photo Left: Bride Charlie (in white) and kilted groom Tony with his groomsmen (including Bob

Hensler) at their wedding in Highland Falls

Tony and Charlie were married on the 25th anniversary of the day Tony almost killed Charlie in

a horrendous one car accident. She too brings some spice to the union -- a �re�ghter of 30

years& former EMT, Phi Beta Kappa at Tufts, and her father a GE Engineer of note. She set the

site at the small chapel outside of West Point and arrived in the biggest �re truck in the

Highland Falls inventory – driven by two �re chiefs and rugby buddy Bob Hensler, who drove

up from San Antonio but returned only as far as Carlisle Barracks (another story at another

time). Later, at the reception at the Hotel Thayer Crest Room (where Tony and Charlie �rst met)

there were toasts started by Buddy Bucha (’65), music provided by the Mayor of Highland Falls,

and lots of celebrating by about 90 friends and family.

Photo Right: Charlie & Tony Dodson emerging from the church after their wedding under “crossed

stuff”

Mike Mears Hosts CIA Tour for Classmates

9/19/2019



Gordon Tillery reported that he and nine other classmates 

retired CIA Senior Intelligence Service executive (3-star

equivalent) with extensive covert operations

experience, sponsored and planned the adventure and

was assisted by a CIA Museum docent as their guide.

This was a prized excursion – even Don Johnson, who

lives in Colorado, got wind of it and signed up.

Photo: The class CIA trip section: Ralph Tuccillo, Bub Younts, Tom McNaugher, Mike Mears, Craig O’Connor, Glen Hewitt, Lee Outlaw, Gordon Tillery, Rick Rhoades,

and Don Johnson 

Mike assembled this fortunate band for breakfast at a McLean restaurant, and then led a convoy thru the badging process and on to VIP parking. The guys

spent over four hours being shown the main lobby of the original CIA HQ building, the “Wall of Honor,” a similar memorial for the OSS, and one for

“agents” recruited by case of�cers. Discussions on topics like “the life of a deep-cover case of�cer” and the Osama Bin Laden takedown were most

interesting. In the CIA Museum they saw equipment and learned about ops in Afghanistan – much on horseback during the early days. They also saw a

variety of clandestine tools & devices, weapons, platforms, and disguises, etc. Mike even loosened up and related a couple of his experiences during his

tenure.

Shimps Continue to Spread the Fun

9/19/2019

I always wondered how Bob & Carol Shimp accomplished all the adventures that Carol reports

in their family Holiday Letter. While Carol continues practicing Dental Hygiene two to three

days a week, she also �nds time to volunteer for various organizations including mission trips

to Africa, and hosting folks passing through Houston for periodic M. D. Anderson chick-ups.

Photo Right: The Gerards yukking it up with Carol & Bob Shimp during a whirlwind visit in

September

Bob had to retire to focus on his volunteer programs such as his Men’s Mission Raisers (a group of guys that get together once a month to play poker).

Over the last decade, they have raised over $50,000 which gets donated to missions and other worthy causes. Barbara and I found out that they don’t

sleep as evidenced by the fact that they swept in to our area about 1:30 AM enroute to help other friends with their mobility issues. While with us, we

visited Richards (Welcome Home Veterans) Coffee Shop in Mooresville (a future benefactor of Bob’s poker fund raising), laughed a lot, and sampled their

latest red blend offered by their Mendoza, Argentina vineyard. And then they were gone.

After doing transport duty for their friends, the Shimps dropped in on Dick & Kathy Shipley to

check out local Texas Hill Country wine competition prior to attending the Army UT San

Antonio game.

Photo Left: Dick & Kathy Shipley with Carol & Bob Shimp sampling Tuscany in Texas prior to the

Army UTSA game

Andy & Betty Shaffer Capture Rare Photos at the UTSA Game

9/19/2019

As prime Texas USMA Admissions reps, Andy & Betty (call sign: grayhog) Shaffer were Academy guests at the Army-UT San Antonio tailgate and game. Not

to give up that golden opportunity, they managed to get some photos of classmates we rarely see.

Photo Right: Joe Guignon and Pat Dolan made the trek in from Northern Virginia to attend the UTSA game

The Academy sponsored tailgate was what we’d expect for a Texas spread – everyone left it well forti�ed to cheer on the Army Team.

Photo Left: Ed & Shirley Nelson didn’t have to travel far from Plano to attend the tailgate and UTSA game



More Army UTSA Photos

9/19/2019

Photo: Andy Shaffer was happy to see company mate Phil Samuel and his bride, Linda, who drove in

from Frisco, Texas for the UTSA tailgate and game

Shipleys Continue to Celebrate Around the UTSA Game

9/19/2019

Somewhere around visiting with Bob & Carol Shimp at the UTSA game, Dick Shipley’s also

attended his high school reunion (needless to say Dick was Mr. everything in high school and

Kathy was the belle of the ball at the reunion as she wore Dicks high school sweater). That was

also a good time for Dick to visit with his brother, Dale (’61) and catch up with classmate Eric

Kunz. Eric had come over to see Dick directly from PT needed for healing Eric’s post back

surgery. As always, there was a class quorum as Sam Adams was in also attendance.

Photo: Dick Shipley with Eric Kunz in Ohio

Classmates Use the Army-Michigan Game to Gather

9/19/2019

Jimmy Walsh forwarded photos and a report of a C-1 group that made it to the Michigan game.

Jimmy, along with Don Hall, Chuck Canella, Bill Robinson, and Jim McClain enjoyed a great long

weekend together with their brides. They gathered on the Thursday afternoon prior to the game

at the team hotel, and rehashed the same stories we have shared all these years. Jim & Sherry

McClain hosted the gaggle on the lake on Friday, and they all headed to the Tailgate and game

at The Big House on Saturday. Sooooo close. Jimmy strongly recommends gatherings such as

this between reunions.

Photo Right: C1 company mates Bill Robinson, Jim McClain, Chuck Canella, Don Hall, and Jimmy Walsh on the shores of Lake Michigan prior to the game



Dave & Suzanne Martin and Dale & Joyce Hansen traveled to the game with the A-Club trip 

section out of Stewart. While they never met up the Jimmy and the C1 gang, it’s understandable 

given the crowd of over 111,000 also milling around. For more pictures, see our Notes Photo 

Album.

Photo Left: Dale Hansen and Dave Martin at the Michigan game

D3 Rallies for Hal Wilhite and Family

9/19/2019

It has been awe-inspiring to listen in on D3 classmates and Jim Jennings who helped coordinate

Hal Wilhite’s celebration of life in Berkley, California and Oslo, Norway. Since Jim knew Hal &

Zehlia and was closest to them geographically, he contributed greatly as our classmate on the

ground. While John Kruger amassed recollections from class and company mates of Hal as a

cadet to deliver at the Berkley gathering, After ten Army years, which included service in Viet

Nam and at West Point, adventures continued as he studied again at Berkeley.

Others reported on his years of studies and scienti�c achievements across multiple continents- including Central America, India, Japan, Europe and the US. 

He was a ground-breaking respected leader in the �eld of consumer energy use. Hal was a founder of the European Council for an Energy Ef�cient

Economy. As we all know, Hal was not just an academic, he was a doer and a leader. The wonderful love story of his family unfolded – meeting Zehlia in

the Philippines while living in Japan, marrying in France, honeymooning in Africa, research in India, life in Norway and his last six years back at Cal

Berkeley. At his celebration ceremonies, �ags from the US, Texas, our class, France, and Norway were always on display. Rick Rhoades is the principal

author of Hal’s Memorial Article with inputs from family, friends, and Hal's academic and social science colleagues – with Zehlia as the ultimate approver.

Photo: Rick Rhoades, Greg Unangst, Zehlia Wilhite, Jim Jennings, and John Kruger at Hal Wilhite’s Celebration of Life at the University of California Berkeley Alumni

House in late August

Dan Kaufman Retires Retires – But Doesn’t Retire Retire Retire

9/19/2019

Dan Kaufman announced that, after retiring as Dean of the USMA Academic Board, founding president of Georgia Gwinnett College, and head of the

Gwinnett County (second most populous county in Georgia) Chamber of Commerce, he took a second graduation leave of sorts and is now trying his hand

at consulting since Kathryn has dropped the strong hint that hanging around the house was not an option. With his vast background, we’re sure that he’ll

do well with the consulting gig – as long as it’s not on how to relax, travel, spend time with family and friends, and generally unwind.

George & Andrea Shoener Show Off our Alma Mater

8/23/2019

George & Andrea Shoener took their granddaughter up to The rock for a college tour. To enhance the “WOW” factor, George took full advantage of othe

AOG-sponsored Grad Insider Tour. In another “what are the odds” moment, while on the tour, they met up with Tom Jewell, one of George’s company mates

Photo: Company mates and fellow Engineers Tom Jewell and George Shoener meet at West Point on an Insider Tour



Colorado Classmates Celebrate Summer and Each Other

8/23/2019

Chuck Jones un abashedly showed his technical skills by sending four emails

(one with a photo attached, one explaining the photo, one with both the photo

and explanation, and one correcting the spelling of a classmate’s name) to

report on the annual Colorado Classmate picnic, and thanking Paul Baerman

for once again for pulling it together as host earlier this month at the Air Force

Academy. There may be others in the group with more control over their smart phones, but Chuck personi�es our Class Motto by not quitting until the job

is done. All in attendance were accompanied by their brides, who ensured no one went hungry by providing a bountiful feast. As with any gathering such

as this, a great time was had by all.

Photo: 2019 Colorado Classmate Contingent participants Chuck Jones, Joe Henry, Larry Stevenson, Les Krohnfeldt, Mike Fay (with the noticeably poorly functioning

right wing), Paul Baerman, Chuck Canella, Bob Hensler, Gary Halstead, Robby Robinson, and Mark (a 72 USNA grad)

Dan Adams’ Meaningful Adventures

8/23/2019

Earlier this summer, Dan Adams attended and participated in a number of events commemorating the

75th anniversary of the D-Day landing at Normandy. Dan's father spent the night of June 6, 1944 on

Utah Beach. 

Photo Left: Dan Adams last June on Utah Beach

Earlier this month, attesting

to Dan Bunnell's powers of

persuasion, Dan was coaxed

into visiting Grinnell, Iowa

(population 10,000) to

attend the opening day of

the Iowa State Fair. Who wouldn’t chose getting glad handed by a bunch of

politicians in lieu of fun and games in sweltering New Orleans or the Florida Gulf Coast as was offered by Dan?

Photo Right: Dan Bunnell, Iowa Lieutenant Governor Adam Greg, Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds, Dan Adams, and Vicki Bunnell on opening day of the Iowa state Fair

Celebrating Anniversaries and Relationships
 8/23/2019

Myles Crowe forwarded a photo of him and Christine, his bride of only 50 years, along with Dave & Nancy Carl celebrating both of their golden wedding

anniversaries near the Crowe’s home in Jackson, New Hampshire. Dave was a company mate of Myles, he and Nancy live in Tullahoma, Tennessee, and are

Myles’ & Christine’s daughter’s parents-in-law. How cool is that? A very elite club.

Photo: Dave & Nancy Carl with Christine & Myles Crowe



Marty & Barbara Bowling Continue to Celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary

8/23/2019

If a trip to French Polynesia was not enough, Marty & Barbara Bowling continued their golden wedding

anniversary by returning to the chapel where they were married.

Photo Right: Barbara & Marty on August 23, 1969 at the US Coast Guard Academy Chapel

They met at the United States Coast Guard Academy, where

Barbara’s father was stationed, in March 1967 on a blind date

set up by Marty’s Coast Guard Academy exchange cadet host.

Two years later, Marty & Barbara were married at Coast

Guard Academy Chapel in New London.

Photo Left: Barbara & Marty recently returned to the US Coast

Guard Academy Chapel this summer as part of their celebration

Walt & Kay Curl Celebrate and Give Thanks

8/23/2019

Walt & Kay Curl celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with what is most important to

them – each other and their family. They live in the go-to area of Asheville – land of craft beer,

drum lines, fresh local food, and little hustle – just the place where their kids (who live

relatively nearby) and grand kids want to visit to be spoiled.

Photo: Kay & Walt Curl �ank a cherished happy grandson

Dallens Stay (Closer to) Home This Year

8/23/2019

This summer, John & Frances Dallen were supposed to be on the maiden cruise of a new Scenic ship

touring north of the Arctic Circle and viewing the fjords of Norway this summer. However, labor troubles

delayed the ship’s launch and the cruise was scrubbed. So John cajoled Frances into a trip that they had

planned for next spring that would include the only state John has never visited.  Every year or two,

John & Frances take an extended road trip through some section of the USA.

Photo Right: Frances & John Dallen in Carlsbad Caverns, NM

For this trip, they are focusing on the central and northwest part of the country that includes at least a

dozen national parks and monuments, plus numerous special attractions, museums and other points of

interest. They are covering 14 states – from New Mexico, Oregon, Colorado, North and South Dakota

(the never been to state plus the state that instructed them not to take sel�es with the “furry cows”),and



ending in St. Paul, Minnesota. In St. Paul, they will board a river boat and �oat down the Mississippi to New 

Orleans, and should be home the week after Labor Day. To further follow their adventures, tune into 

Dallen.posthaven.com

Photo Left: Frances & John Dallen at the Forney Museum of Transportation in Denver, CO

’68 Grads Tour Land of the Midnight Sun

8/23/2019

About every year or so, Barbara and her sister, Betty plan an adventure with the only other

member of their family – a cousin who lives in Austin. Of course, the hubbies get to tag along,

which gives me a chance to hang out with my Plebe and Yearling year “wife” (from Ducrot Pepys

days) my bride’s brother-in-law, Andy Shaffer. This year, the three couples took a Viking ocean

cruise from Bergen, Norway, north above the Arctic Circle, over to Scotland and �nally to

Greenwich, England.

Photo Right: “A local whale and Andy Shaffer with AFA ’68 Grads Steve Marlier, Mike Ellison, and Michael Freeborn in a bar heading north across the Arctic Circle

Since we usually don pieces of outerwear purchased at our various reunions, it’s not unusual to be asked the

signi�cance of our class crest embroidered on jackets, shirts, and slickers. This trip was no exception; however,

those who asked had a special reason – three USAFA grads and a USNA grad -- all from the Class of 1968. What

are the odds? I recommended we get some photos to send to our respective Scribes, copied down names and

contact information (to avoid more recent honor violations when I tell myself that I’ll remember something) –

and promptly lost the slip of paper I jotted the Navy grad’s info on… His �rst name was Tom

Photo Left: Andy Shaffer atop the fjord surrounding Geiranger, Norway

Classmates Compete and Re�ect on Links of Friendly Strife

8/23/2019

Keith Harrelson has been trying for years to seek out and keep classmate football players

together and in the loop. Once a year, as a kick-off to the second weekend in July, The Army

Football Club holds its golf tournament which has become an additional motivator for our Army

Team members to gather. In the past, our classmates have �nished in the money in the golf

scramble on three occasions. This year was not one of them. But that didn’t stop classmates

from participating and having another great time. Keith’s assessment is that more classmate

football players are needed next year for victory – preferably at least one that has a cell phone with a camera manufactured in this century.

Photo: The 2019 1968 Army Football Club Golf Tournament golfers: Tom Beierschmitt, Nick Kurilko, Pat Mente, Elwood Cobey, and Keith Harrelson

Nellie Laughton Updates July Notes Posting

8/23/2019

As usual, I didn’t have all of the information regarding Nellie Laughton’s knees and his grandson as reasons for Nellie’s March Back with the Class of 2023.

Further, as usual, his critique of my words reached me after the deadline of when I could make changes to the AOG Notes post. In fairness, Nellie ranks

behind Skip Greeby in frequent and late Notes critiques and suggested rewrites. My comment about his knees may have been more apropos about 20



years ago before he had them replaced. So switch the July comment over to Don Jones’ knees. 

As a further update, Nellie included a photo of him and his grandson at his grandson’s high 

school graduation. No word yet as to how much classmate company Nellie had during the 

March back – expect more.

Bodenhamers Can Hold Their Own Founder’s Day

7/24/2019

Julia Bodenhamer sent a cyber note to report that her and Jim’s troops gathered at their

headquarters in Houston this summer. Their son, Jon (’00), an LTC stationed at Selfridge Air Base

in Michigan, brought his bride, Gailo, and their three children, Ashley, Corinn, and AJ along and

were joined by their daughter and her husband, Juliana and Maj Adrian Biggerstaff (both ‘05),

and their three boys, Dylan, Owen, and Everett. The Biggerstaffs were in route to California

where Adrian will be attending Stanford for his PhD and will return to West Point to teach in

the Department of Civil Engineering. Needless to say, they had lots of cousin time and local

touring of local points of interest.

Photo: The Bodenhamer clan at the Lone Star Flight Museum in Houston during a family reunion

4th of July Brings Another Gathering of the “A1 Gang of Four”

7/24/2019

John & Margie Hedley hosted their traditional 4th of July celebration with a

few more people than John’s normal Gang of Four (John plus, Craig Carson, Ray

Rhodes, and Tom Barnes) and their brides (Susan, Mary Jane, and Bonny) in

attendance – more like 30 to be served stuff off the grill and smoker, and out

of the cooler and fridge. Since experience has shown that being on North

Carolina’s largest lake with a few thousand of one’s closest and heavily

imbibing friends on America’s Birthday is not the safest pastime, the gang

stayed close to shore (and their own food and beverages) and celebrated in

their own more meaningful way. Besides, Tom had to be close to his latest adopted pet (a baby bird that he found on the ground at his home in Alabama)

that had to be fed six to eight times a day. Ray brought the news that one of his sons is being posted to New Zealand (with an area that stretches from

there to Singapore, and Manila) to carry on in his dad’s footsteps as a FAO. Craig has not yet even thought of retiring and laments the thriving job market

because those who are worth hiring in Illinois and Indiana already have good jobs.

Photo: Ray Rhodes, John Hedley, Tom Barnes, and Craig Carson – the A1 Gang of Four enjoying this 4th of July weekend

Surry & Dorothy Everett Prepare for the Baltic

7/24/2019

In preparation for the Class Cruise set up by John Hedley to the Baltic, Surry & Dorothy Everett struck out on a tour of Eastern Europe that started out in

Warsaw and continued through Krakow, Vienna, Budapest, Prague and Berlin. They had hoped to dodge some of the hot weather that they were

experiencing in their North Carolina AO, but it appeared that they brought the heat with them. Hopefully, it will be cooler in September for our trip to

Russia, Latvia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, and Sweden because we’ll certainly not see a lot of air conditioning.



Photo: Surry & Dorothy Everett in the Buda part of Budapest – overlooking Pest during their tour of

Eastern Europe in June

Bill Mulvey Staying Active In and Out of the Water

7/24/2019

After spending about a month on the Appalachian Trail, Bill Mulvey returned to the the southern Caribbean to

complete over 600 dives on Bonaire’s 300km of protected coral reef. Twenty-two of those 600+ dives was with

his son while they speared 68 invasive and tasty  lion�sh this trip. Their grand total since they got certi�ed in

2011 to hunt lion�sh is 1,025.

Photo: Bill Mulvey with a lion�sh on Bonaire

Don Jones Continues to Roam

7/24/2019

Don Jones dropped a note and photo to let us know that he enjoyed a six day hike in the Pecos

River Wilderness in New Mexico in late June that reminded him that the mind is still willing but

the body – especially the knees -- complains a lot more these days. But look how good he

looks…

Photo: Don Jones conquering New Mexico

Classmates Participate in “i-Witness to History” Day

7/24/2019

For several years, DC-area classmates have participated in “i-Witness to History” Day at a

middle school in Chantilly, Virginia. Bill Marriott’s daughter teaches history there and she is the

primary organizer of the event. In late May, more than 100 “eyewitnesses to some of the most

important moments in our country's history."

Photo Left: Bill Dickerson with his “I-witness” panel

Bill, Chuck Giasson, Bill Dickerson, and Gordon Tillery participated by holding  discussion

panels with groups of 7th graders to offer them personal perspectives on the Vietnam War. The kids had prepared questions, and the “witnesses” brought=

in photos and other materials to show the kids. Next year's event is tentatively scheduled for May 30, 2020, and all classmates and spouses are invited to



participate. To be added to the invitation list, send an email to Bill Marriott at

wmarriott1@cox.net

Photo Right: A middle school participant with Gordon Tillery – a slightly more senior participant

Robersons and Gerards Make a New Carolina Barbecue Discovery

7/24/2019

Gary & Cookie Roberson travel from their home in Pittsburgh to area the Raleigh-Durham North

Carolina Research Triangle area to visit their son and his family, then up to Asheville to visit

Gary’s family, and home again  a couple of times a year. During the Research Triangle to

Asheville leg, Barbara and I usually meet them in the Lexington area to sample its celebrated

barbecue.

Photo Left: Cookie & Gary Roberson when the Banana Split was served

We have found great places for

hushpuppies, brisket, sausage, slaw,

and pork which are open on various

days. During their most recent swing

through, we found not only

superlative pulled pork, sauce, and

red slaw with a hint of horseradish,

we found the biggest banana split

that four geezers could almost �nish

and narrowly miss slipping into a

diabetic coma.

Photo Right: Cookie & Garry Roberson (with a very appropriate t-shirt) after a little perspective

Reason to Participate in the Grad March Back With the Class of 2023

7/24/2019

When Gordon Tillery relayed the AOG announcement for this year’s march back for the Class of 2023, he received unanticipated pleasant news from Nellie

Laughton informing Gordie that he had already registered early because his grandson will report on 1 July. To determine which distance to walk, Nellie did

a squat that made his knees sound like a goat chewing on an aluminum can full of celery – so he’ll be joining his grandson at Victor Constant Ski slope.

Marty Bowling Catches up with Adventures

7/24/2019

To catch up with Founder’s Day, last March, Marty Bowling reported that he too participated in a Florida WPS celebration. After that, Marty & Barbara

welcomed three B-3 classmates and spouses – John & Brenda Harmeling, Ed & Stephanie Hobbs, and Wally & Sue Magathan to their home in Osprey,

Florida. Marty, John, and Ed may have set a record for rooming together – almost all of Yearling year and the following June Entrenchment, and all of Cow

year. Wally is still �ying and �ew his plane up from Miami for the gathering in Osprey.

Photo Left: Lt. Gen. Darryl Williams (The Supe) with Marty Bowling (more hair) at a Founder’s Day somewhere in Florida this year



Photo Right: John & Brenda Harmeling, Marty

&Barbara Bowling, Stephanie & Ed Hobbs, and ally &

Sue Magathan at the Bowlings’ home in Osprey Florida

last March
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1968 Class Notes   

 
Art Coogler and Mike Kulikowski Still Trade Stories of an Oral Nature  

 

6/27/2019  
Over Father’s Day weekend, Mike 
Kulikowski was visiting his daughter near 
Charlotte, North Carolina, so Art Coogler 
drove up from Columbia, South Carolina to 
have a visit, eat some ribs, and trade Dental 
Corps stories from Ft Bragg in the 1980s. Art 
has three daughters who also live in the 
Charlotte area. At the time of the visit, Art 
was hobbled by sciatica, but Mike was still 
patrol ready. Both guys are from Second Regt, 
but Mike was an Engineer and Art was a 
Tanker – and dentistry brought them together 
even though Mike moved on to become an 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon. 

Photo: Art Coogler and Mike Kulikowski 
together at Father’s Day – Could there be 
anything scarier than Ranger Dentists? 

 

 
Gordon Tillery Reports on DC Classmate Lunch News  

 

6/27/2019  
Although early June can be 
considered vacation season, 22 
classmates attended this month’s DC 
area classmate lunch that Gordon 
Tillery put together. The classmate 
traveling the furthest to attend was 
Hank Gregor (who met up with his 
kids after lunch) from Boone, North 
Carolina. John Hathaway planned to 
be at lunch, but threw-out his back 
just that morning. Other reasons for 
not attending included: Lee Outlaw, 
who was in Normandy with his oldest 
son and older sister (ret Navy) for the 
75th anniversary of D-Day; Jess 
Gatlin who was at the AOG golf 
tourney at West Point with Joe 
Guignon, Chuck Jones, Joe Creeden, Mark Spellman, and Gordon Zophy; Craig 
O’Connor who was in Boston awaiting delivery of a grandson; Bill Nash who was in Abu 
Dhabi for a granddaughter’s high school graduation; Chuck Hawkins who was with his brother 
driving one of Chuck’s rigs to Bellingham, WA, then on the Alaska Marine Highway System 
ferry to Whittier and a three-hour drive to AK family homestead; Henry Riser who was in a 
charity golf tournament; Bob Balog who was with Cecilia on a paddle-wheeler up the 
(expanded) Mississippi from New Orleans to Memphis; Glen Hewitt who was with Michele on 
a Baltic cruise; Jim Greenberg who was with Lisa on their boat in the Florida Keys; and Ralph 



Tuccillo was with Sandy trying to keep up with their oldest grandson who was visiting for a 
week. 

Norm O’Meara reported on good classmate turnout at the funeral of John Walsh. Sandy Cohn 
reminisced with vivid detail about John’s supportive action in Vietnam when Sandy was pinned 
down by enemy fire - tossing grenades and more, and then again after Sandy was wounded. The 
group opened the formal part of the lunch with a moment of silence to reflect on: the Greatest 
Generation, the Cadet killed in training at Camp Buckner, and the two classmates in attendance 
who, over the past six months, each lost a child. Dave Ohle had invited two guests to speak -- 
COL Kristin Brown (’90, first female First Captain, and a highly accomplished MI officer 
currently assigned to Army Talent Management Task Force) who spoke of how today’s officer 
personnel management system is changing into a data-rich process for promotion, command, 
and assignments; and KC Brown (’69)  who just finished orchestrating the graduation piece of 
’69’s affiliation program with ’19.  He told the group of assembled classmates how cadet seating 
at graduation is now:  first the “star” cadets, and then the Firsties are seated alphabetically by 
company rather than order of merit The next order of business involved Larry Jordan and 
Gordon Tillery -- Larry had commented at the  previous lunch about Gordie’s  105mm howitzer 
shell casing that he uses to “gong” TAKE-SEATS at lunches and how it just couldn’t compare 
to a tanker’s shell casing. Larry and Gordie found a 105mm tanker’s shell casing - and let the 
group decide.  Decision: both are great representations of times gone-by and military fire-power 
in our younger days. 

Photo: Larry Jordan and Gordon Tillery playing ‘Whose is bigger’ with their 105mm shell 
casings 
 

 
Third Time’s a Charm for Jack & Meg Miller  

 

6/27/2019  
Jack & Meg Miller finally got to visit Kinderdijk, 
The Netherlands when it was sunny and warm. 
During their previous two visits, the rain 
prohibited getting any good pictures. Jack said 
that, since they had been on two previous Grand 
European Tours (Amsterdam to Budapest) this one 
was more relaxed. They made up a mini-bucket 
list which consisted of: A "pub crawl" in Cologne, 
Rauchbier (a smoky tasting beer with hints of 
bacon) in Bamberg, a Mozart/Strauss Concert in 
Vienna, and the Thermal Baths in Budapest. 
Anything else they felt like doing was icing on the 
cake. Jack indicated that for their next adventure, 
like Mama Cass said, they would go somewhere 
where they have never been before…… 

Photo: Meg & Jack Miller in shirtsleeves and 
clear views of windmills in Kinderdijk, The 
Netherlands 

 
 
   

Celebrating 50 Years of Wedded Bliss   



6/27/2019  
And the hits just keep on coming... 

 

Photo Left: Becky & Mike Fellows, May 31, 1969 

Photo Right: Jim & Ginny Furr, May 31, 1969 
 

 
More 50th Celebrations  

 

6/27/2019  

 



Photo Left: Bob & Anneliese Clarke at an undisclosed beach on June 6 

Photo Right: Alice & Andy Stratton with Groomsmen (The groomsmen on on the left side, front 
to back are Jude Rolfes (B-3, Boone, IA), Randy Griffin (E-2, Henderson, KY), and Larry Fulton 
(B-3, Blacksburg, SC) and on the right side front to back are Jim Bevans (E-1, Nashville, TN), 
Steve Williams (B-3, Union City, TN), John Anderson (H-4, Mayfield, KY) in 1969 
 

 
Still Celebrating After 51 Years  

 

6/27/2019  
I found some photos that are never 
boring. Last year, I asked for wedding 
or before and now photos of 
classmates celebrating their Golden 
Wedding Anniversaries and they’re 
still trickling in. 

Photo Right: Katheen & Mike 
Bressler, June 5, 1968 

In some cases, it’s also still fun trying 
to remember the ushers/saber bearers. 

 

 

 

Photo Left: Pat & Vic Hiatt, June 5, 
1968 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



David & Jeannie Clemm Try to Remember 51 years Ago  
6/27/2019  
After 51 years, Dave Clemm recounted: 
While we celebrate the incredible effort by 
the Allies landing in Europe, I hearken 
back to memories of trying to come back to 
life on June 6th and prepare for my 
wedding to Jeannie on June 7th. After 
Chuck Mahan arranged for a night at 
Snuffy’s after graduation as a bachelor 
party, I vaguely remember hanging on to a 
wall and doing a rocket as Chuck cheered 
me on. After that point, I am not sure I can 
attest to anything other than trying to 
recover on June 6th and wonder if I had 
any chance of stumbling down the aisle on 
June 7th. To make matters even worse, Ed 
Mendoza and I were walking out of the 
former C-Store to cross the street and some 
wild driver in a Dodge Dart almost hit us. 
Fortunately, she missed and stopped about 
50 feet past us, paused, and looked back so 
that we were able to recognize her. Ed and 
I then wondered: “Was Jeannie trying to hit 
us?” So we survived yet another possible 
problem and arrived at the chapel the next day with the support from a number of you to help us 
celebrate our wedding day.” 

Photo: Dave & Jeannie Clemm on June 7, 1968. That guy over their shoulders with the big grin 
is the culprit and Dave’s Best Man, Chuck Mahan 
 

 
Dick & Kathy Shipley Get a Deep Lake Visitor  

 

6/27/2019  
Dick Shipley reported that Mark 
Hansen spent a few days with Dick & 
Kathy at their compound on Deep Lake 
in Washington where they could enjoy 
the wonders of nature and Dick could re-
familiarize Mark with a little single 
action Ruger .357 practice. After Mark 
was certified good to go, they witnessed 
an American wigeon and her babies 
avoid a bald eagle attack, and toasted 
many old friends (with many toasts). 
Dick further mentioned that Kathy has 
retired from the friendly skies so can now 
spend the summer at the lake, go on the 
cruises without the worry of work, and 
shop. 

Photo: Dick Shipley and Mark Hansen at Deep Lake, Washington 
 



Victor F. Garcia – Our Latest Distinguished Graduate   
6/27/2019  
To kick off Graduation Week festivities, Elwood & Mary-Lou Cobey, Chuck & Eva 
Gantner, Dale & Joyce Hansen, Peter Hansen, Dave Martin, Lee & Veronika Outlaw, and 
Dan & Gwynne Taylor, attended the alumni parade and induction of Vic Garcia as an AOG 
Distinguished 
Graduate. Vic’s 
official citation stated: 
“From growing up the 
son of Puerto Rican 
immigrants in Harlem, 
NY, to becoming one 
of the nation’s leading 
pediatric trauma 
surgeons, COL (R) 
Victor Garcia, M.D., 
has always embodied 
the excellence, integrity, and character that West Point seeks to instill in its graduates. Following 
graduation, Garcia headed to Fort Benning, GA, where he was elected commander of his Ranger 
School class. After an assignment with the 8th Signal Battalion in Germany, he entered 
Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, completing his residency in 
general surgery at Walter Reed Military Medical Center in 1978. After studying pediatric 
surgery under Dr. C. Everett Koop (13th Surgeon General of the United States) at Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia, where he studied pediatric surgery, Garcia returned to Walter Reed 
and, in 1987, became the Chief of General Surgery Services. 

Photo Right: Chuck Gantner, Larry Jordan (another Distinguished Graduate), (Supe) 
LTG  Darryl Williams, Lee Outlaw (hiding behind the Supe), Dave Martin, Peter Hansen, Dan 
Taylor, Vic Garcia, and Elwood Cobey on the Plain after Vic Received his Distinguished 
Graduate Award 

After retiring from the Army, he 
founded the Trauma Center at 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, 
serving as its director until 2009. 
During that time, he not only focused 
on advancing the treatment of 
traumatic injuries but also preventing 
them. He developed the ‘Buckle Up 
for Life’ program with Toyota, co-
founded the Cincinnati Initiative to 
Reduce Violence, started a nonprofit 
to address the root causes of health 
disparities, catalyzed the development 

of a for-profit inner city business to stimulate economic growth in disadvantaged inner city 
neighborhoods, and co-developed an artificial technology-based medical platform that predicts 
and treats blood flow instability during trauma care. In May 2018, in recognition for his work, 
Garcia received an Honorary Doctorate of Humanities from Xavier University. Father Michael 
Graham, President of Xavier University, calls Garcia ‘a champion for the marginalized, a man 
who truly lives his life for and with others.’” After the parade, all classmates attended Vic’s 
Award luncheon, and the group retired to the balcony overlooking the Hudson at Cullum Hall 
for some fellowship. Vic’s family in attendance included his bride, Gail, and daughters Kara 



and Kristen – one of the daughters traveled from her home in London to see her Dad receive this 
award. Thanks to Gwynne Taylor for the photos. 

Photo Left: Vic Garcia flanked by his wife and daughters after receiving his Distinguished 
Graduate Award 
 

 
Class of 2019 Members Show Respect to Vic Garcia  

 

6/27/2019  
Following the parade and group 
photos with Vic Garcia on The Plain, 
the African American Firsties were so 
proud of Vic’s accomplishments, they 
waited nearly 30 minutes so they 
could grab him for a photo prior to 
attending the Distinguished Graduate 
Lunch in the mess hall. 

Photo: Vic Garcia with the African-
American Firsties 

 

 
Dale & Joyce Hansen Do More Than Attend West Point Functions  

 

6/27/2019  
Dale & Joyce Hansen are familiar 
fixtures around West Point – 
especially the AOG. Besides being the 
Chairman of our Class Standing 
Committee, he is also an indispensable 
representative for our class and all 
grads within the AOG. As a thank 
you, they, along with other essential 
classmates were treated by the AOG to 
a donor appreciation dinner in early 
May. 

Photo Left: Dale Hansen, Martin 
Bowling, Dave Martin, Lee Outlaw, and Tom McNaugher at AOG’s annual donor appreciation 
dinner in early May 

 

 

 

 



The dinner was held in conjunction with West Point’s 
annual Projects Day where more than 800 cadets 
presented the results of their year-long capstone and 
independent research projects. Cadets develop 
projects through their work in Academic Individual 
Advanced Development (AIAD) opportunities, 
research projects, and other academic pursuits, made 
possible by private funding. 

After the dinner, the Hansens struck out on a bicycle 
trip of the Great Allegheny Passage, riding from 
Cumberland, Maryland, to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
over a five day period, which included a rest day near 
the Shankersville/Flight 93 which they visited. 

Photo Right: Joyce & Dale Hansen spending some 
time in different parts of the country together 
 

 
John & Vickie Kruger Retiring – Their Way  

 

6/27/2019  
Last December, John & Vickie Kruger visited Hal & Zelia Wilhite in Berkeley, California 
and George & Cathy Fravel in Vancouver, Washington. All were doing well. Hal was still 
working at Cal Berkeley – got to admire those guys who still work after all these years. John & 
Vickie continue to bounce from one border to another – Yuma, Arizona to Whitefish, Montana – 
only not on the typical snowbird schedule as they are in Whitefish for the winter ski season and 
Yuma to thaw out! John invites anyone who wants to visit some of the more remote (and scenic) 
places in the country to stay with them. 
 

 
Another Founders Day Report  

 

5/17/2019  
Bob Clarke didn’t want the 2019 
Founders’ Day in Williamsburg, 
Virginia to fade away, so he 
reported on a couple of class 
highlights. For the first time, 
John McDonald and his wife, 
Jane, joined Dick & Paulette 
Steiner and Bob & Anneliese for 
the West Point Society of 
Williamsburg (WPSW) 
Founders’ Day tradition. The 
McDonalds recently moved into a 
local Williamsburg retirement 
village. To highlight the evening, 
Dick rescued the WPSW who 

was unable to secure an emissary from the Academy to speak. Dick served as the evening’s 
keynote entertainer by providing an interesting program of magic and mentalist skill cleverly 
nested in the context of Academy and soldier-based stories and humor. His extraordinary talent 
emerged from his post-graduation experience at the Magic Castle (see Both Sides of the Wall, 
edited by Remy Benoit, copyright 2008, pp 219-220). Those looking for a memorable and 
perhaps non-traditional way to celebrate Founders’ Day may find it appropriate to hire Dick to 



do a similar show.  He would love to do it, and you won’t regret it! Dick and Paulette are in the 
midst of yet another move: they’re resettling in Denver, a move they should complete in July. 

Photo: Dick Steiner wowing Glen & Michele Hewitt and Samar Fay at our 50th Reunion 
 

 
Allan Crecelius and Sandy Visit an Updated Southeast Asia  

 

5/17/2019  
Allan Crecelius dropped a cyber note to let 
us know that that they are still recovering 
on the Left Coast from the 16 hour time 
adjustment they had to endure after 21 days 
in Asia. Allan & Sandy started with two 
days in Singapore, where they felt they 
could assimilate into the land of crazy rich 
Asians. They then boarded the Seabourn 
Sojourn to sail to Malaysia, Cambodia, 
Vietnam, Sanya (China), Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, Ishigaki-Shi Island off Okinawa, 
and into Shanghai where they disembarked 
to fly home. 

Photo Right: Allan & Sandy lolling in the 
Gardens By The Bay in Singapore 

 

 

Allan had to work hard to find pictures with 
him wearing different shirts, since he only 
brought along a few and kept sending them to 
the ship’s laundry due to the heat and humidity 
during much of the trip – low 90s in Singapore, 
but 105 in Hue. Allan also noted that the flight 
over was 17 hours from LAX to Singapore; 
however the flight back from Shanghai zipped 
by in only 11 hours. 

Photo Left: Sandy & Allan hanging out with 
Uncle Ho in Ho Chi Minh City – Allan’s first 
trip back to Vietnam since he visited in jungle 
boots 

 

 
 

 



Fort Carson Classmates Re-Reunite  
5/17/2019  
Charlie Lieb 
dropped a note 
relating that, after 
our 45th reunion, 
a bunch of 
classmate 
infantrymen who 
had drawn Fort 
Carson as their 
first assignment 
decided to get 
together for a more intimate gathering. Jack Mayer took the lead and booked them into the 
Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs on a golf vacation. They had such a great time that they 
decided to do it again after the 50th reunion. Once again, Jack took point and booked them into 
the Ritz Carleton at Lake Oconee, Georgia the week after Easter for another golf get together. 
Another great time was had by all! 

Photo: Jack & Kathleen Mayer, Jim & Patty Decker, Pete & Maril Sowa, Rich Scaglione, and 
Janet & Charlie Lieb keepin’ a light on for ‘ya at the Ritz Carleton at Lake Oconee, Georgia 
 

 
Gary Roberson Still Traipses West Point and Vicinity  

 

5/17/2019  
Gary Roberson, another classmate of 
few words, sent a photo via email that 
contained only two words in the 
subject and none in the body – Bull 
Hill. If the intent of the message was 
to give me a disagreeable flashback, 
mission accomplished. How many 
Bull Hills can there be? Fortunately, 
Gary’s bride, Cookie, bailed him out 
by providing a little more information 
about Gary’s free time activities. He 
continues to donate his time to 
Scouting for decades and is a regular 

at the West Point Scout Camporee – an invitational event held on the Academy reservation each 
spring. The Invitational nature reflects the priority for a Cadet to invite his or her "home" Boy 
Scout Troop, Venturing Crew, Sea Scout Ship, Varsity Crew, Explorer Post (Boy Scouts of 
America (BSA)), or Girl Scout Troop (Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) to participate. Each 
attending organization may choose to attend the Camporee as a "Lightfighter" or "Mechanized" 
troop. Lightfighter troops must backpack all of their gear three miles through the not so small 
hills surrounding West Point to the Camporee site. Those who complete the trek earn the "I 
Hiked Bull Hill" pin and a Lightfighter patch. Mechanized troops are shuttled directly to the 
Camporee site and are permitted to bring one vehicle containing their gear. However, they do 
not earn the Bull Hill pin or the Lightfighter patch. Guess what Gary’s troop did… 

Photo: Gary Roberson with an unnamed cadet on Bull Hill enroute to to the West Point Scout 
Camporee Quagmire last month   
Dutch & Megan Hostler Continue to Help Veterans   



5/17/2019  
While searching for non-
grouchy Facebook Items, I 
came across Dutch & 
Megan Hostler’s activities 
after they attended the 
Feldman-Hedley wedding 
and proceeded to a Georgia 
golf outing. While there, 
Megan, as the president of 
Nine Line Foundation 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding with Georgia 
Southern University at its 
Armstrong Campus’ 
Sustainable Aquaponics 
Research Center. 
Aquaponics – soilless farming – mixes aquaculture, the farming of fish, and hydroponics, to fuel 
the growth of plants in water. The memorandum is designed to include veterans with education 
to solve community needs. By bringing students, faculty, and volunteers together to conduct 
fundamental, interdisciplinary research in the area of aquaponics. The partnership with Nine 
Line Foundation will extend education opportunities to area homeless veterans and provide 
faculty and students an opportunity to engage with the veterans. Between Nine Line 
Foundation’s mission and that of Georgia Southern, a mutually beneficial relationship will help 
the community and homeless veterans.” 

Photo: The Georgia Southern University’ Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs 
gather with Nine Line Foundation members (including Megan & Dutch Hostler) to sign a 
mutually beneficial memorandum of understanding 
 

 
Greenbergs Celebrate Spring  

 

5/17/2019  
In a further effort to use 
Facebook in a way it was 
intended, Jim & Lisa 
Greenberg posted some great 
photos of them among the 
cherry blossoms during peak 
bloom in Washington, D. C. – 
and they testify that the 
blossoms didn't disappoint. 
The trek to the tidal basin was 
also an operational test to see 
how both of their wounds and 
fixes were progressing. 
Walking stretched endurance 
and pain thresholds, but was 
still enjoyable. 

Photo: Jim & Lisa Greenberg enjoying each other and the Washington cherry blossoms 
 

’68 Group Expands Within Golfing Grads   



5/17/2019  
Kudos to Chick 
James for his 
perseverance in 
getting classmates 
to participate in 
the Golfing Grads 
Event. It all 
started about 30 
years ago by the 
classes of ’61 and 
’62, and this year, 
it was held at World Golf Village in St Augustine, Florida. Although the ’68 ranks have swelled 
to more than two foursomes, no holes in one were reported. 

Photo: The April 2019 ’68 Golfing Grads and cheerleaders: Standing L to R Chick James, Hank 
Gregor, Jim Stanley, Bruce Korda, Dick McClelland, Bill Robinson, Dwight Lee, and Ken 
Hauck; Seated (holding sign) - Carole James and Beth Hauck 
 

 
Original E2 Members Meet Before the Storm  

 

5/17/2019  
Skip Greeby forwarded a photo of two 
tankers and an engineer taken when he 
and Joan traveled to the Boston area to 
celebrate past and present good times 
with Bill & Jane Bachman and Lyle & 
Margot Pirnie. Keeping to his persona 
as a man of few words, that’s all I got 
from Skip. Since the photo was sent 
about the time of Dan Winter’s 
untimely passing, I did get some news 
from other sources.  Bill had roomed 
with Dan a lot during their three years 
in E2 together. Firstie year, Bill got 
reassigned to G2 and Dan served as 
Skips XO/roomie in E2. Since Bill had 
written Bob Pinzuti’s Memorial Article 

and Dan had also roomed with Skip, Bill was willing to spread the writing wealth regarding 
Dan’s Memorial Article. However, he honored Dan’s brother’s (USAFA ’72 grad) wishes that 
Bill take lead on Dan’s Memorial Article – with back-up from E2/G2 company mates and Paul 
Baerman with the Colorado crew. In a rare burst of communication skills, Skip reflected on the 
adage, “Do not resent growing older, as many are denied that privilege!" Dan was the point man 
for the planned September E2/G2 company reunion in Colorado Springs. As those who still 
remain among the "privileged," Dan's passing was a pointed reminder and incentive to 
reschedule – and relocate – possibly to Naples, Florida during non-hurricane season since that’s 
what geezers do anyway. 

Photo: Bill Bachman, Lyle Pirnie and Skip Greeby – two tankers and an engineer -- in the 
Boston area in April 
 

 
 

 



DC Area Classmates Take a Field Trip  
5/17/2019  
Gordon Tillery 
reported that 
our DC area 
classmates and 
guests enjoyed 
a rewarding 
visit to the 
retirement 
home of 
General George 
C Marshall - where he lived after WW2 and his final Army assignment as Chief of Staff. While 
living there, retired, Marshall was called to serve as Special Envoy to China (1945-46), 
Secretary of State (1947-49), President of the American Red Cross (1949-50), and Secretary of 
Defense (1950-51). 

Photo Right: DC area classmates and 
guests participants at the Marshall 
Retirement House: Rick Rhoades, Dave 
Johnson (guest), Pete & Maril Sowa, 
Cramer Gilmore (guest), Mary 
Rhoades, Tom Mulrine (docent), Ralph 
Tuccillo, Aj & Jon Dodson, Bob Stroud, 
Gordon Tillery. (Photographer: Sandy 
Tuccillo) 

Classmate Rick Rhoades, a docent at 
the Marshall House, planned the visit, 
led half of the group on the tour, and 

hosted lunch at the adjacent GC Marshall International Center. 

Photo Left: Jon & Aj Dodson eyeing a piece of memorabilia from the Marshall Retirement 
House as Rick Rhodes explains 
 

 
Mike & Donna Wells Lose Daughter Prior to Christmas  

 

5/17/2019  
Skip Greeby relayed the sad news that Mike & Donna Wells lost their daughter, Kristin, in 
mid-December. There is no good time for parents and their friends to have a child pre-decease 
them. Our deepest condolences go out to Mike & Donna. 
 

 

 



1968 Class Notes   

Glory Days With Army Rugby Remembered   
4/13/2019  
While ceremonies honoring 
Vietnamese Veterans were 
being conducted in 
Washington, DC, Pres Miller, 
Tom Moore, and Bob 
Hensler joined in Rugby 
Legacy Weekend at West 
Point and did their best to 
represent the Class. While they 
did not participate in the "Old 
Gray" game against some 
Cadets, they distinguished 
themselves in all the other 
facets of the "Rugby Legacy" -
- especially after hours in 
Patton's Tavern.  

Photo Right: Army Rugby 
Team of an earlier day – 
Chuck Mahan left most front 
row (in civ clothes – injured in semifinal match), Tom Moore, just left of trophy, Art Sands 
(stitches above one eye, did not play in championship game either). Bob Hensler (directly 
behind Tom wearing the hat). Diagonally up and right of Bob are Billy Robinson (bandage on 
head) and to right is Charlie Hill, Press Miller is to right of Ken Rice, '67, (yellow shirt) 

There were ruggers from six 
decades of Army Rugby, from 
Class of '62 to current 
Cadets.  Pres, Bob, and Tom made 
the Top 10 in order of age. The 
weekend included watching the 
Army/Navy (Rugby is now a 
varsity sport) match (results not 
recorded) and telling more stories 
of their own "days of glory". Prior 
to the event, Gordon Tillery 
(played a couple of years with the 
Ft. Sill rugby team) and Bob 
Hensler were speaking of earlier 
glory days – specifically the 1967 
Notre Dame Rugby Tournament – 

and Bob came up with a nostalgic photo. 

Photo Left: Pres Miller, Bob Hensler, and Pete Lily (’70) at Rugby Legacy Weekend at The 
Rock 
 

John & Margie Hedley Include Classmates in Daughter’s Wedding Celebration   
4/13/2019  



Just when most of 
us have put 
personal big event 
celebrations behind 
us, John & Margie 
Hedley have been 
higher than knee 
deep in wedding 
planning (for 
almost a year) with 
their daughter, 
Marcia. Each parent 
had herculean jobs 
assigned – Margie scouted party, wedding, and reception venues and made decorations 
(including creating origami swan place card holders). She also helped coordinate shower 
hosting, guest lodging, and florist selection and delivery. John worked hardhad to lose 35 
pounds in the right places so he could fit into his mess dress, and worked out so as to avoid 
writer’s cramp while writing checks. The benevolently included classmates and their brides to 
participate in the fruits of their labors on the weekend of the wonderful day. Yes, it took a 
weekend to get the job done right – rehearsal dinner, out of towners’ reception, wedding service, 
reception, pre-travel brunch, informal home gathering to unwind and celebrate John’s youngest 
son’s birthday – and all logistics required to pull it off. A little inside tip: invest heavily in Oban 
and The Famous Grouse scotch in anticipation of a surge of activity now that John is off of his 
diet. 

Photo: Fr. Carmen, Craig Carson, Tom Barnes, Ben & Marcia Feldman, John Hedley Dutch 
Hostler, Ray Rhodes, and Orca the Aging Whale at the Feldman-Hedley wedding at Lake 
Norman, NC 
 

 
John Hedley and His Fox Force Recon Platoon Participate in Vietnam 
Veterans Day in Washington, DC  

 

4/13/2019  

The weekend after the Hedley wedding, John & Margie traveled to Washington, DC where John 
met up with his 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division Fox Force Recon Platoon 
members to celebrate their 50th anniversary at the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on 
Vietnam Veterans Day. John’s platoon has gathered at least annually during recent decades with 
members’ (living and deceased) families. Ralph Tuccillo and Gordon Tillery both reported 
that they were honored to be in attendance for the ceremony at The Wall at which they paid 



tribute to those who made the ultimate sacrifice and those who subsequently passed – many 
from the effects of Agent Orange related diseases. 

Photo Above: John Hedley with his battalion commander and Fox Force Recon Platoon at the 
Vietnam Memorial on Vietnam Veterans Day 

Ralph and Gordie 
related that John and 
several of his platoon 
soldiers gave very 
moving and emotional 
talks about their 
experiences and the 
brotherhood forged in 
the jungles of South 
Vietnam. In addition, 
Rockie Lynne, the 
country singer who 
performed at our 50th 
Class Reunion, 
entertained with his 
personal song about military service and love of country. He attracted quite a crowd on the Mall 
next to the Vietnam Memorial that evoked what John referred to as “a lot of sweaty eyeballs.” 

Photo Right: Ralph Tuccillo, John Hedley, and Gordie Tillery after the ceremony 
 

 
Classmates Even Celebrate Founder’s Day in Hawaii  

 

4/13/2019  
After a whirlwind trip to 
the mainland for fun and 
Nine Line fund raising, 
Dutch & Megan Hostler 
returned to Oahu just in 
time to witness Steve 
Marcuccilli and Pam 
attend what appears to be a 
Founder’s Day celebration 
lunch (or early dinner). 

 

 

 



Photo Left: Dutch & Megan Hostler 
celebrating being “home” and 
Founder’s Day on Oahu 

Photo Right: A first recorded 
sighting of Pam with Steve 
Marcuccilli a a Founder’s Day in 
Honolulu – or anywhere 

 

 
DC Founder’s Day Brings a Big ’68 Turnout  

 

4/13/2019  
Gordon Tillery 
forwarded a 
brief report and 
photos of 
classmates and 
significant 
others at the DC 
area Founder’s 
Day celebration. 
He said that, 
while the 
Supes’ talk 

about the new tradition of the Supe doing push-ups whenever the Army team makes a 
touchdown was interesting, the highlight of the evening was the presentation of the DC 
Society’s “Distinguished Member” award to John Cruden.  

Photo Left: ’68 contengent with brides and guests: Veronica & Lee Outlaw, Gordon & Elsie 
Tillery, John & Sharon Cruden, Larry Jordan, Sandy & Ralph Tuccillo, Glen & Michelle 
Hewitt, and Bev &Mike Brennan 

 

 



John was recognized for his combat service 
as a Special Forces officer, his 
distinguished Army career as JAG attorney, 
and his exemplary service to the nation as a 
Presidential-nominated/Senate-confirmed 
senior leader in the Justice Department 
specializing in prosecuting violations of 
environmental law. John is the first 
member of our class to receive this award. 
Mike & Bev Brennan brought their 
granddaughter Rory, a freshman at WT 
Woodsen HS in Fairfax, Virginia. Rory is 
interested in going to West Point and 
pursuing a career as an Army JAG officer. 

Photo Right: John & Sharon Cruden at the 
DC area Founder’s Day with John’s 
Distinguished Member Award 

 

 
“Hotlanta” Classmates Celebrate Founder’s Day as a Team  

 

4/13/2019  
Dan Kaufman reported that the Class of 68 contingent from in and around Atlanta helped with 
the festivities. Dick Bowers helped secure the Capital City Club in Atlanta for the occasion. As 
part of the event, each class selects one recently deceased classmate from the southeast to 
remember during 
the Roll Call 
portion. Newly 
Arizona 
transplant Jim 
Altemose 
jumped on that 
action with 
Keith Harrelson 
to not only 
nominate Bud 
Neswiacheny 
but to have Dan Kaufman as the person to remember our lost classmate. Since Fred & Sally 
Shahid were reported as “out of town,” Barry Conway drove down from Seneca, South 
Carolina to boost our attendance numbers. Unfortunately, Dan, as our first classmate to be 
selected by AOG as a Distinguished Graduate, will not be able to attend Vic Garcia’s selection 
ceremony at West Point on May 21st. Dan will be traveling with a group of metro Atlanta 



educators and economic development types on the day of the DGA ceremony, and cannot miss 
the trip because he is one of the sponsors and felt that he ought to attend his own event. As it 
was for the DC celebration, the featured speaker was LTG Williams. 

Photo: Atlanta Founder’s Day class participants Barry Conway, Jim Altemose, Keith 
Harrelson, Richard Bowers, and Dan Kaufman 
 

 
Jim Altemose Reports on A1/H3 and Transitions  

 

4/13/2019  
In addition to Founder’s Day 
events in Atlanta, Jim Altemose 
fessed up on not keeping us 
informed of his whereabouts 
and other delinquent activities. 
Jim & Fran  moved from 
Arizona to the Atlanta area, 
staying with their daughter in 
Decatur until their house in 
Peachtree City was ready last 
Thanksgiving. They promise to 
be up to the Lake Norman area 
sometime soon (after it finishes 
“pollening” and the water 
warms up) as their niece and her 
family plus a brother-in-law live 
in neighboring Greenville, 
South Carolina. 

Photo Right: We have to guess 
at the names of this 
Beast/H1/A3 gaggle. What 

could confuse you are the faces of guys who attended Beast, started academics but did not 
graduate. To get you started: Tom Pence, Bob Beahm, Mike Murphy and Paul Coulter are in the 
front row 

Jim also 
relayed 
the news 
that Mike 
& Eleanor 
Peters are 
building a 
home in 

Greenville and will transition there from NYC. He also reported that a Beast/H-1/A-3 gathering 
was held the Sunday morning before our 50th reunion festivities began last May. Further, there 
was another mini H1/A3 gathering held last August at John Anderson’s home in Mayfield, 
Kentucky to help Jim celebrate John’s and Jim’s birthday. 



Photo Left: Dan McGuigan, Jim Altemose, Mike Mann with John Anderson seated. Jon’s and 
Jim’s birthday last August 
 

 
McKennas and Schuskys Participate in Bob Messel’s Interment  

 

4/13/2019  
Doug & Susan McKenna traveled from their home in Chandler, Arizona to meet up with  Bill 
& Donna Schutsky, and join met about a dozen of Bob Messel’s family members (including 
his grown children) to help commit Bobby'sremains to the Columbarium Wall at the West Point 
cemetery in mid-March. Doug reported that the service was short but very dignified, with all the 
appropriate military honors. Bill & Donna live locally, and were great friends of the 
Messels.  Doug and Bobby were company mates for 3 years and close friends throughout the 
remainder of his life.  After the formal ceremony, they all repaired to South Gate to tell stories, 
laugh, and cry.  Bill was mortified that Doug did not even know where South Gate was, much 
less had spent any time there.  In life Bobby was a good guy, smart, funny, and a true 
friend.  Laying Bobby to rest caused Doug to reflect on a photo he & Susan have of the moment 
that Col William Malkemes, the USMA Transportation Officer while we were cadets, who was 
basically Doug’s sponsor and a sponsor to all those he brought with him to their quarters on 
Wilson road, swore four classmates (including Doug) in at Grant Hall before we went up to 
Michie Stadium for graduation and the official ceremony.  Aside from Doug, the other three 
were Bobby Messel, Keith Quinney, and Bill Schaeffer – all of whom are now deceased.  
 

 
Clemms Take Advantage of Living in Florida  

 

4/13/2019  
David Clemm admitted 
that it had been awhile 
since he attended a 
Founder’s Day Dinner 
anywhere because he and 
Jeanie have usually been 
on the road going 
somewhere between 
Florida and New 
Hampshire or visiting 
children. This year they 
happened to be in Florida 
and were able to attend 
the event. The oldest grad 
reminisced on about a 
fairly amazing career 

starting in the Army, transitioning into the Army Air Corps/Air Force, working with Von Braun 
on spacecraft development, spending time with John Glenn to understand spacecraft controls, 
and developing processes to land and support man’s arrival on the moon.  Dave felt that the 
highlight of the festivities was LTC Sam Lombardo, a WWII rifle platoon leader during the 
Battle of the Bulge, who sat at the Clemms’ table. As a non-grad, Sam was an invited guest who 
turns 100 in July.  He is wore the WWII pinks and greens that were recently made for him 
because he has been busy making so many speeches at high schools. When the war ended, he 
was assigned to the detail preparing the Palace of Justice for the Nuremburg trials and with 
guarding the prisoners. 

Photo Left: Dave Clemm at a Founder’s Day celebration with his tablemate 



Prior to that, since 
Jeannie was not able to 
join the group from the 
F2 Zoo for their visit to 
Chuck & Jamie 
Mahan last December, 
the Clemms a wedding 
to attend in the 
Tampa/Clearwater area 
in early March, they 
made a side trip to Palm 
Coast after the wedding 
to make up for the 
missed 
opportunity.  They had a 
chance to have lunch at 
one of Chuck’s favorite 
watering spots and enjoy the ocean view. Dave confirms that it’s always nice to visit with his 
Best Man from 50 years ago. 

Photo Right: Jamie & Chuck Mahan with Jeanie & Dave Clemm enjoying company and 
sunshine in Clearwater, Florida 
 

 
Jeff & Carlie Rogers also Celebrate Founders Day in Florida  

 

4/13/2019  
While the Clemms were at a 
Founders Day celebration in one 
part of Florida, Jeff & Carlie 
Rogers celebrated on the Space 
Coast in Melbourne listening to the 
ex-Supe. Although about a hundred 
were in attendance, Jeff was our 
only 68 representative. 

Photo: Carlie & Jeff Rogers with 
LTG (Ret) Caslen at the Space 
Coast Founder’s Day celebration in 
Florida 

 

Josephs and Marriott First to Report on Founders Day   
4/12/2019  



Bill Marriott sent a photo of Paul & Claire Joseph and Bill with his daughter, Anne Stroud at 
the West Point Society of Richmond, VA (WPSR). I did not know that the Merriotts and Bob & 
Eileen Stroud were related by the marriage of their kids – Halsteads and Orahoods, move 
over. Anne is also a high school classmate of our daughter. Since WPSR is an ecumenical 
society (inviting graduates from 
all service academies to join), 
Bob’s & Eileen’s son, Tom 
(USNA ’94) is a member and they 
invite the senior Strouds and 
Merriotts down each year for the 
Society’s big event. Bill’s bride, 
Patty, had a scheduling conflict – 
an Applique Academy event in 
Williamsburg – she went to her 
academy event and Bill went to 
his. Further, Bob & Eileen were 
unable to make it, so one and a half couples helped represent the class this year.  During the 
festivities, the WPSR has a silent auction each year to raise funds, and one of the items up for 
bid was a 1964 edition of Bugle Notes donated by a member of the class of ’66. Bill felt that he 
should have bid on it, but he thought that his was somewhere in their home. If he had bid and 
won, it would save him the trouble of having to look for his. 

Photo: A Tom Stroud photo of Paul & Claire Joseph and Bill Marriott and daughter, Anne 
Stroud 
 

Lou Coatney Releases Latest Boardgame   
4/12/2019  

Lou Coatney dropped an email to announce that 
he has licensed his boardgame, Patton's Lorraine 
Campaign, for five years to Banner of War in 
China for the equivalent of a month's rent where he 
lives in Norway. He says that Chinese military 
history buffs and game players love Patton. 

Photo Left: Lou Coatney being interviewed by 
NVIO about his games and model ships 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The cover originally had American soldiers 
holding a US flag horizontally, but the 
Chinese changed it when Lou explained that 
is against our Flag display custom (and 
laws). Lou also got interviewed in Akershus 
Festning/Fortress/Castle – Norway's 
Pentagon – by Norway's overseas veterans 
association, NVIO, about his games and 
model ships. 

Photo Right: The cover of Lou’s latest 
boardgame – Patton leading the Chinese 
charge 

 

Millers go in Circles in the West Indies   
4/12/2019  

Jack & Meg Miller were 
fortunate to plan a vacation to 
the West Indies just as a series 
of storms brought 6 days of 
torrential rain to the Southeast. 
The mission of the trip was to 
cruise somewhere warm for 2 
weeks and success was 
achieved. While in St. Maarten, 
they again took a spin on a 
vintage carousel in the French 
sector and went "around and 
around." Fortunately Jack 
remembered from last year’s 
visit that there was a French 
Bakery close by, so an after 
merry-go-round treat was 

within easy reach. In keeping with the French theme and his Field Artillery roots, later that day 
while back at one of the ship’s bars, Jack asked for a French 75 but got a thousand meter stare, 
so next year he will bring the “recipe” with him. 

Photo: Jack & Meg Miller participating in senior extreme sports in St. Maarten this winter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Terry Wong Enjoys His New Digs  
4/12/2019  
Terry Wong heeded my plea for news by sending 
greetings from the Pacific Northwest – specifically 
Kingston, Washington – where he sent a selfie of him 
in the front yard of his and Kristine’s retirement 
home, with Mount Baker, part of Puget Sound and the 
Kingston/Edmonds ferry in the background. 

Photo Right: Terry Wong getting serious about 
retirement on a sunny autumn day in 2018 

A while later, as a sign of settling in, Terry forwarded 
a more formal photo of he and Tay Yoshitani at the 
Founder's Day gathering hosted by the West Point 
Society of Washington and Puget Sound at Joint Base 
Lewis/McChord. 

Photo Left: Tay Yoshitani and Terry Wong at the WPS 
Seattle/Tacoma Founder’s Day celebration 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Rick & Anne Wright Submit Winter Holiday Letter  
4/12/2019  
To avoid the Christmas rush, Rick & Anne Wright 
sent out their holiday letter in January because they 
were busy in 2018. The highlight of their travesl was a 
12-day Grand Circle Travel river cruise on the Seine 
from Paris to Normandy last summer. They covered 
220 miles from Paris (where they spent a couple of 
days touring) to Honfleur (Point de Hoc, and Omaha 
and Utah beaches)in the English Channel with stops at 
Conflans (village where VanGogh lived and painted the 
last 15 years of his live, Giverny (home and gardens of 
Monet), Vernon, Les Andelys (castle Chateau Gallard 
built in the 1100s by King Richard the Lion Hearted), 
and Rouen (light show and home visits). There was a 
ceremony at the main monument of the American 
Cemetery where 12 veterans were call forward as 
representatives to be thanked for their service. Don’t 
even wonder if Rick is retired – or even contemplating 
retirement. He’s still contributing. 

Photo: Anne & Rick Wright last summer in Paris 
 

 
Bob & Carol Shimp Continue Giving on Many Levels  

 

3/1/2019  
Bob Shimp dropped an email 
thanking us for the ink of their 
2018 adventures. Carol creates a 
two page Holiday poem to let folks 
know what they have been doing 
in a very entertaining and 
unassertive way. In their email, 
they sent along a photo of them at 
this year’s Houston International 
Rodeo and Wine competition -- 
Rodeo Uncorked. The Rodeo-
Barbecue-wine tasting event is a 
very successful way for the 
Houston Rodeo to make millions 
of dollars for student scholarships 
each year. The Shimps were proud 

to be a part of all that. The Rodeo Wine competition (3,100 entries) proved to others what the 
Shimps already knew – the wine from their vineyard in the Mendoza area in Argentina is really 
good (one Gold Medal and two Silver Medals). The event is one of the five largest competitions 
in the United States, owing to the sheer quantity of competing wines. Their wines (under the Mi 
Vino, Tu Vino label) are grown in the sunny, high-altitude of Mendoza’s Valle de Uco, and 
nourished by the snowmelt of the Andes.  Since they sell to restaurants and individuals, if you 
want to taste it, go visit them in Houston. 

Photo: Bob & Carol Shimp at the 2019 Houston International Rodeo and Wine competition   
Bowlings Ease Into Warmer Winter Life From Florida   



3/1/2019  
Not content with the weather in the Sarasota 
area of Florida, earlier this month, Marty & 
Barbara Bowling decided to see what 
conditions were like in French Polynesia. 
Rather than jump right into those islands, 
they eased into them by stopping off to visit 
Marty’s company mate Allan Crecelius and 
his bride, Sandy, in their home overlooking 
the beach in the San Diego area. 

Photo Right: Marty Bowling wrestling with 
Allan Crecelius over the semi-famous fresh 
mango tart 

To further help with the transition, Sandy 
created a fresh mango tart dessert that had 
become semi-famous at their B-3 mini 
reunion. After visiting with Allan & Sandy, 
Marty & Barbara started the celebration of 
their 50th year of marriage by cruising the 
French Polynesian Islands. 

Photo Left: Marty & Barbara Bowling in Bora 
Bora 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Dallens and McKennas Brave Bucket List Check-offs  

 



3/1/2019  
John & Frances Dallen once again 
teamed up with Brian & Karen 
McKenna for some extensive foreign 
adventures. 

Photo Right: Frances & John Dallen 
with Brian & Karen McKenna finishing 
up their visit to Petra in southern Jordan 

This time, they traveled through Egypt 
and Jordan together. After Jordan, John 
& Frances stayed on for a journey 
through Israel. John is still keeping a 
blog on their trips at 

dallen.posthaven.com. 

Photo Left: Frances & John Dallen 
with Karen & Brian McKenna 
overlooking Wadi Rum (Valley of the 
Moon), Jordan proving there was 
something to be learned during ES&GS 

 

 
Mike & Eleanor Peters Maintain Chili Prowess in NYC  

 

3/1/2019  
Dale Hansen reported that Mike & Eleanor Peters 
once again won the “People’s Choice” award at Fifth 
Ave Presbyterian Church in Manhattan during its Chili 
Cookoff in early February – the second time in a row 
with “West of the Pecos” chili. The fact that Mike & 
Eleanor are probably the only members of the 
congregation who have lived in chili country may be 
helping. 

Photo: Mike & Eleanor Peters giving their congregation 
a taste of something new 

 

February DC Class Lunch Report   



3/1/2019  
Gordon Tillery reported that 22 classmates assembled to enjoy the camaraderie of each other’s 
company. Excuses sent by some who could not attend included:  Greg Camp, who lives in 
Columbus, Georgia, but planned to attend the luncheon while visiting family in the DC area 
until matters in Columbus intervened and He had to cancel; Lee Outlaw needed to take a break 
after finishing Tom Martin’s Memorial Article (a magnificent job) and opted for The Money 
Show Investment Conference in Orlando but promised to bring back some stock tips; Bub 
Younts promised to attend in spirit but had to be with his body that was fishing in Jupiter, 
Florida; Chuck & Phyllis Giasson elected to visit their son in San Diego at his beach house; 
Joe Guignon and Jess Gatlin chose to attend the annual E-3 golf outing in Palm Springs with 
Chuck Giasson (who snuck away from the beach house), Earl Newsome, Earl Flowers, Jack 
Bussa, Chuck Jones, Joe Creeden, Mark Spelman, and Gordon Zophy; Bill Marriott chose 
babysitting grandkids; and Ralph & Sandy Tuccillo broke away for a three-day weekend at 
Lake Anna to celebrate marriages with 10 other couples ( old friends). John Keane recruited 
classmate Mike McClary to speak about his experiences working with the "Abigail Spanberger 
for Congress" campaign and other merits of being a Democrat in Virginia. Mike retired from the 
Federal Civil Service in 2003 where he held the position of Associate Assistant Deputy 
Administrator in the Office of International Nuclear Safety and Cooperation within the Dept. of 
Energy. Since then, he moved to Culpeper, dabbles in local affairs and politics, travels, canoes 
and goes camping, gardens and cooks. He writes a biweekly column that appears on Sundays in 
the Culpeper Star Exponent newspaper and wrote eight op-eds supporting Abigail Spanberger. 
Dave Ohle gave the assembled classmates a few highlights of the Army’s new "Talent 
Management" initiative and will invite to a future luncheon a spokesman (class of 1990, and 1st 
female 1st Captain) for more info. Elwood Cobey double checked that we had heard Vic 
Garcia has been selected as a Distinguished Grad by the AOG. Larry Jordan talked about the 
Army sports Hall of Fame and asked folks to consider nominating classmates. To date, Bill 
Schutsky and Mike Palone have been inducted, and Dutch Hostler has submitted a letter 
nominating Jay Williams.   
 

 
Meinshausens Assemble the Multitude  

 

3/1/2019  
In what might also be an 
anniversary celebration, 
Walt & Ann Marie 
Meinshausen – the one 
couple population 
explosion – 31 family 
members (including Walt 
and Ann Marie) at the time 
(with two more on the way) 
– assembled all kids and 
grandkids at a ski lodge in 
Canaan Valley, West 
Virginia, presumably to at 
least take a family photo. 

Photo Left: The 
Meinshausen band assembled in West Virginia 



While assembled, the kids and 
grandkids put Walt & Ann 
Marie to the test of 
remembering everyone’s’ 
names and birthdays. 

Photo Right: Ann Marie 
Meinshausen wearing her 
grandchildren sweater at our 
50th Reunion last May 

 

 
Jack & Meg Miller Celebrate 50th Wedding Anniversary – to the Day  

 

2/7/2019  
Jack & Meg Miller celebrate 
their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary at a mini-rock-
bound highland club - The 
Ledges in Huntsville 
Alabama. Jack and Meg were 
able to celebrate the occasion 
exactly 50 years from the 
original ceremony conducted 

in Bayonne, NJ on 4 January 1969. 

 

Photo Left: The Millers' 50th Wedding 
Anniversary Celebration: From left to right are: 
Sherry Sobul (widow of Tony Sobul, '70); Fred 
('70) & Lisa White, Meg Miller; Jo Moran, Jack 
Miller, Mike Moran (’64), Jody ('78) & Trina 
Maxwell 

Although several local classmates were unable to 
attend, other West Pointers and spouses joined 
them for the evening celebration. Jack and Meg 
tried to take lessons from their grandchildren on 
how to do the “floss", but quickly retreated to the 
comfort of slow dancing to old Sinatra favorites. 



After the evening was over, they vowed to rest up before their next venture which is a trip to 
somewhere warm…. 

Photo Right: Jack & Meg 50 years earlier with groomsmen Bill Marriott, Jim Stettler, John 
Wing and Chuck Witschonke 
 

 
Vic Garcia Joins Dan Kaufman and Larry Jordan as AOG Distinguished 
Graduate Award Recipient  

 

2/1/2019  
Unless you have been 
living under a rock – or 
you have a block on 
news from our 
Rockbound Highland 
Home – you should 
know by now that Vic 
Garcia was selected by 
AOG as one of the five 
Distinguished Graduates 
for 2019. As the founder 
of the Children’s 

Trauma Center at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, the leader in the effort to establish the 
country’s first Pediatric Weight Loss Surgery Center, and his ongoing work to eliminate 
childhood health and social disparities, he has received numerous awards and commendations to 
include the Martin Luther King Humanitarian Award, the National Jefferson Award, and the 
2017 Greatest Living Cincinnatian Award, Vic certainly reflects the character, distinguished 
service, and stature draws the wholesome comparison to the qualities for which West Point 
strives, in keeping with its motto. It looks like we have another reason to travel to West Point 
this coming May. Congratulations Vic! 

Photo: Rand Allen, Fred Hoblit, Dan Taylor, with Vic Garcia at our 50th Reunion last May 
 

 
Holiday Letter Blasts  

 

2/1/2019  
Most of the Holiday letters this season dealt with 
the activities of kids and grandkids, contained 
printed photos too grainy to scan and post. Since 
there was not enough information on who was in 
the photos and why, all I can do is include 
information from the printed part of the letters. 
Bill Jeffries is working on his 14th book and 
coordinates with Cheryl on innovation and 
educational trends. When they’re not traveling to 
the Far East (fun with friends and remembering 
past visits), Europe (Greek Isles to celebrate 
their 50th and, then to Iceland), and Argentina 
(to tend their award winning wine), Bob & 
Carol Shimp work to bring light and ease to 
those they host in Houston while they have to 
visit M. D. Anderson. Their interests and 
contacts included Garth Brooks and Trisha Yearwood, Hamilton, The Wiz, and a bit of a flinch 



when Bob was hospitalized for Transient global amnesia (TGA) – a neurological disorder whose 
key defining characteristic is a temporary but almost total disruption of short-term memory with 
a range of problems accessing older memories – that left as soon as he was told they were going 
to celebrate their Golden wedding anniversary anyway. Besides also celebrating their 50th, Jack 
& Bobbi Munson helped their Air Force daughter move from Hawaii to the Seattle-Tacoma 
area where she took command of Joint Base Lewis-McCord. They also enjoyed travels in Italy 
for a wedding in Tuscany and wine tasting all over. John & Sharon Cruden celebrated their 
50th all year long with a trip on the National Geographic Sea Cloud sailboat to Athens and along 
the Dalmatian Coast, and visits to the Grand Tetons, Acadia, and Yosemite National Parks. John 
finished up the year by speaking at the United Nations on International Environmental Law. 
Like most of us, Fred & Nancy Hoblit are limping along playing hurt – but they’re still playing 
as evidenced by Fred getting in at least a round of golf at the ANCC. Since it was summer, 
Charlie & Janet Lieb celebrated their Golden wedding anniversary at home in Green Bay 
where they repeated vows presided over by their sons (ministers via internet authentication), and 
turned their front yard into a carnival for the grandchildren. Of their many trips, Charlie got to 
check off a bucket list item with a trip to Morocco (and tours of Casablanca, Fez, Rabat, 
Marrakech, and the Valley of the Roses), and Janet checked off observing polar bears in their 
natural habitat and a talk with Canadian Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau. As they celebrated their 
Golden wedding anniversary, Gay & Patti Halstead reflected on the great life we are sharing 
and the thought: “A little smile, a word of cheer, a bit of love from someone near, a little gift 
from one held dear, best wishes for the coming year.” 

Photo: Chick & Carole James were the only ones to send transferable photos. Here they are on 
their 50th wedding anniversary 
 

 
Classmates Celebrate in Warmer Climes  

 

2/1/2019  
Jim & Kaew Carman dodged 
Pennsylvania weather by 
scooting off to Thailand about a 
week before Christmas and 
returned in mid-January. They 
engineered the trip around their 
eldest granddaughter’s schedule 
so she could accompany them 
and meet Kaew’s side of the 
family. Touring highlights 
around the family area included 
a renowned elephant camp, 
orchid farm, Hill tribe villages, 
and the beautiful and famous 
Wat Doi Suthep temple. Then 

on to Phuket, where they sunned and toured islands that included the “James Bond” Island used 
in filming The Man With the Golden Gun. They also visited the Royal Palace, Wat Pra Kaew 
(Temple of the Emerald Buddha), and Wat Arun (Temple of Dawn...also seen in the Bond 
flick). Jim said that the whole trip was filled with tons of delicious food, family, friendly people 
and spectacular sights and scenery that should take him at least a month to recover from. 

Photo Left: Jim & Kaew Carman flanking their granddaughter while touring Thailand 



About the same time as the 
Carmens, Dick & Regina Palke 
took a bucket list trip to Israel, 
Egypt and Palestine to not only 
celebrate the Holidays in the Holy 
Land but to celebrate one of 
Regina’s rare birthdays. We could 
see from the photos that they were 
in safe and secure areas because 
there were not only natives around 
but they weren’t facing away from 
the Palkes with their fingers in their 
ears. 

Photo Right: Dick & Regina Palke 
seeing the pyramids along the Nile 
via Egyptian Uber 

 

 
The Final Chapter of the Greenberg PURA VIDA Odyssey Closes  

 

2/1/2019  
After complying with 
Coast Guard warnings in 
early December to seek 
shelter immediately in the 
vicinity of Kings Bay 
Submarine Base in 
Cumberland Sound, 
Georgia, Jim Greenberg 
and his brother complied 
and narrowly missed a real 
live tornado. Later, arriving 
in Ft Pierce, Florida on 
Pearl Harbor Day, securing 
the PURA VIDA, and 
being operated on for a 
deep infected hematoma 
acquired two weeks earlier, 
Jim took a three day break 

and decided to go fishing with Lisa. 

Photo Left: Jim Greenberg braced by his walker and the trailered PURA VIDA 

 

 

 



Besides living through his odyssey, Jim’s luck 
continued as he won the big fish prize for the 
expedition, which upset other fishing mates on the 
boat when he disclosed that most of his previous 
fishing was from catching cat fish in stock ponds 
in Arkansas as a kid. Typically, Jim likened the 
whole adventure to Plebe Year – it wasn’t always 
pretty but we made it and he is glad he doesn’t 
have to do it again.  Next stop with the PURA 
VIDA: late May to take her to sail in the Florida 
Keys prior to returning to her home waters in the 
Severn River and Chesapeake Bay. 

Photo Right: Jim Greenberg’s prize and delicious 
mahi mahi 

 

 
Classmates Wrap Up 50 Year Affiliation Duties by Attending Winter 
Graduation  

 

2/1/2019  
Dale Hansen reported that 24 
members of the Class of 2018 
graduated on 21 Dec. The 
ceremony was in Robinson 
Auditorium (our South 
Auditorium.) Dale, Tom Jewell 
and Pat Toffler participated as 
50 Year affiliate reps.  Since any 
remaining members of the 
original class of 2018 will move 
on as turn-backs to the Class of 
2019, this event wraps up our 50 
Year Affiliation effort. 

Photo: Pat Toffler, Tom Jewell, and Dale Hansen congratulate the last of the Class of 2018 at 
their December graduation 
 

 
Purple Heart Hall of Honor Update  

 

2/1/2019  
Dale Hansen also provided an update on how the class is doing in getting all qualifying 
classmates registered. To date, we have 90 out of 111 (81percent of our known class Purple 
Heart recipients enrolled at the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor). Dale has been promised 
by a couple of others that more registrations will be submitted. It’s not too late for someone to 
make a New Year’s resolution to get this done – or just send Dale a copy of the orders or 
DD214 and he will do the rest! He feels that an 80 percent is gratifying, although it took a lot of 
prodding to get there.  However, at this point, it’s so easy to raise our grade from B to A or even 
A+…   
Army Armed Forces Bowl Attendees   



2/1/2019  
In December, we put out a call about 
who attended the Armed Forces 
Bowl where Army was not very 
hospitable to Houston. John Dallen 
reported that Ed & Molly Lorentzen 
picked John & Frances up from 
Austin and drove them to the game. 

Photo Right: Bill Brown, Ed & Molly 
Lorentzen and Frances at the Armed 
Forces Bowl game in Fort Worth, TX 

The Lorentzens, Dallens, and Bill 
Brown stopped a guy going by them 
to ask if he would take a picture of 

some USMA '68 classmates. The guy 
agreed and, after he took the photo, he 
revealed he was Tom Beierschmitt. In 
another part of the stadium was Frank 
Lynch with some members of his 
family. 

Photo Left: Frank Lynch with son, also 
at the Armed Forces Bowl 

 

 
John & AnneMarie Keane Getting Back to Their Cuddly Selves  

 

2/1/2019  
John Keane dropped an email to 
share that AnneMarie had cataract 
surgery on both eyes in November and 
December.  Her vision had 
deteriorated to the point that she could 
not drive John around at night. She 
woke up after the first surgery and had 
perfect vision.  After proclaiming that 
she could see and read clearly at a 
distance, she turned to John and said, 
"Boy, did you get old." 

Photo: John (Mr. Warmth) Keane 
showing that his grandkids are 
normal in spite of him   
Tom Margrave – Still Responding   



2/1/2019  
Tom Margrave has been a Red Cross 
disaster volunteer (sometimes, just a 
disaster) since retiring from active ministry 
in 2011. He is a preparedness educator, the 
lead volunteer for Cortland County, NY and 
Disaster Spiritual Care Program Lead for 
both his local chapter and the Western and 
Central NY Region.  As a Disaster Spiritual 
Care responder, he left in 2017 to travel to 
Dallas and Houston as part of the Red Cross 
response for Hurricane Harvey and in 2018 
to Goldsboro NC for response to Hurricane 
Florence.  In both cases, he supervised other 
Spiritual Care responders as a District 
Lead.  He also does telephone support for 
other DSC people deployed, most recently, 
to the Camp Fire and Woolsey Fire in 
California. Tom says that, while helping 
others has a very special kind of reward, 

sometime those one tries to help pushes need beyond what we feel we are capable of giving – 
and to work through that really shows what we’re made of. 

Photo: Tom Margrave belting out grace at a 50th Reunion Dinner 
 

 
Andy & Betty Shaffer Donate Most of Estate to Cadets  

 

2/1/2019  
In case you might have missed at least three recent AOG publications, Andy & Betty Shaffer 
have a longstanding charitable remainder unitrust that provides them with income for life, with 
the remainder going to AOG (which may 
explain why they take as many as three 
multi week cruises each year). They have 
also created another trust that will benefit 
cadet activities – specifically the Track 
Team (Andy was a member), Cycling 
Club (both Andy & Betty used to be 
cyclists), and the Mule Riders Spirit 
Support Club that cares for the Army 
mules. An area that was not addressed in 
the AOG hype is that, when Andy & 
Betty are gone and no longer need these 
trusts, their relatives have the opportunity 
to come to the Shaffers' home and gather 
family heirlooms and keepsakes. As 
Admissions Reps for over 35 years, they 
are very shrewd and know the quality of young men and women entering the Academy and who 
will benefit from their generosity. Three cheers to the Shaffers for their munificence toward all 
the right things. 

Photo: Betty & Andy Shaffer at one of the many gatherings in Midland, Texas where Andy has 
been honored. 
 



Chapurans Return to West Point to Share Their Golden Wedding Anniversary   
2/1/2019  

Under the topic of, “Don't say I never send you anything,” 
Frank Chapuran almost begrudgingly passed along the 
neat news that, after being at West Point for our 50th 
Reunion last May, he and Carol brought (almost) the 
whole family (minus one grandchild who was coaching at a 
high-priority baseball tournament in Kentucky) back to 
NYC and West Point in July to celebrate their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary. 

Photo Left: Carol & Frank Chapuran outside the Catholic 
Chapel last July 

No word as to whether the gathering was on their 50th – 
this much news nearly took a bright light and a rubber 
hose. 

Photo Right: The Chapuran family 50 years after Frank’s 
& Carol’s wedding in the Catholic Chapel 

 

 
A Late Reunion Recollection of Lamar Ratcliffe  

 

2/1/2019  
I have been remiss for far too long for not bragging on the number one graduate in our class. 
There is not a set of Notes that goes by that Lamar Ratcliffe does not drop an email thanking 
Barbara and me for posting a new set of classmate adventures. That’s a pretty big deal, 
considering the way star men talk with and treat each other. For anyone who has ever tried to 
read one of these postings – you know I never even made it to the Dean’s List (even though 
Peter Wallace tried to help me attain that honor and all he did was lose his own stars). On day 
one of our 50th Reunion celebration at the Tarrytown Westchester Marriott, I not only ran into 
Lamar, he remembered me. He not only remembered me, he also remembered that I was from 
California. He related that the last time he was in California, he participated in some wine 
tasting at a winery just northeast of Sacramento (closer to Folsum Prison) and thought of me. 
With that, he reached into his pocket and produced a wine cork with the name David Girard on 
it. Dick Stiner couldn’t pull off a trick that magical. Thank you, Lam 
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Vic & Pat Hiatt Head West to See What Snow and Cold is All About  

 

12/17/2018  
Late last month, Vic 
& Pat Hiatt 
gathered up Pat’s 
mom and their 
forever young pups 
into their 
motorhome, departed 
the warm climes of 
the Tampa Bay area, 
and headed west to 
meet up with their 
sons and their 
families in Utah. 
Ever the optimist, Pat 
acted like she was 
reveling while 
making snow angels 

for the grand kids. Soon after, she busied herself with tree decorating, gingerbread houses, board 
games, and the like – indoor stuff – while she sent Vic off to scrape the ice off of windshields 
and winterize the motorhome. Their last snowball fight was held in the garage. As long as she is 
around, the adventure will continue and the family will remain well fed. 

Photo: Vic & Pat Hiatt with Pat’s mom and the rest of the Hiatt clan in Utah seeing how those 
not addicted to sunshine live 
 

 
Jim Greenberg Found a Task That Was Almost Too Great  

 

12/17/2018  
At the last posting, we left 
Jim Greenberg in high 
spirits and warm thoughts of 
a wonderful Thanksgiving 
dinner with his bride, Lisa, 
and heading to the warmth of 
Florida via the Intracoastal 
Waterway (ICW). Not so fast. 
Funny how weather can 
change – and bring 
thunderstorms and tornados. 
While Jim did an admirable 
job dodging the worst, his 
blog is full of words like 
REALLY FOGGY, DAMP, 
45 DEGREES, half- mile 
visibility, very strong currents 
and few Marinas, thunderstormy, COLD, COLDER, COLDEST. 31 degrees with freeze 
warnings, did not bring clothes for this type of weather. Soon after aggravating a banged up leg, 



his brother, who has a Captain’s license and carried enough stuff to build a new boat, appeared 
for the rest of the odyssey which entailed delicate maneuvering on Jim’s part, some courageous 
acts on his brother’s part, and some abject fear on the part of the owners of the multimillion 
dollar boats docked around them. After two weeks of bonding on the boat, they reached their 
Florida marina goal where they were met by Jim’s nephew. Since Jim’s leg had gotten worse, 
his brother and nephew cleaned and stowed the boat while Jim supervised, made a doctor’s 
appointment and arrangements to travel to a local hospital for a stay and surgery to repair the leg 
and clean out infection. Now that this little adventure is about over, Jim is thinking of renewing 
his pilot’s license and flying throughout the Caribbean with Lisa this coming spring – after 
Lisa’s possible knee replacement and Jim heals. 

Photo: A rare photo of Jim Greenberg vertical at the end of his sailing odyssey with the Pura 
Vida from Maryland to Florida 
 

 
Some Watched the Army-Navy Game Up Close and Personal  

 

12/17/2018  
As stated early, how ‘bout that Army 
Team! The game itself is always a 
great way to get classmates together 
to relive old times and to keep the 
spirit thriving. As a previous Rabble 
Rouser, Pres Miller drags Clem 
along to take part in it all – including 
the Pre Beat Navy Gala the night 
before the game. 

Photo Left: Pres Miller reliving 
(hallucinating about what it was like 
to be a Rabble Rouser about 51 
years ago 

Tom Jewell, another Rabble Rouser, goes for the 
basics – just hunkering and cuddling down with 
Gretchen in the uber-brisk air in seats guaranteed to 
keep you awake and make you want to stand. 

Photo Right: Tom & Gretchen Jewell enjoying reality 
at the Army-Navy Game 

 



Shoeners Make Army-Navy a Family Event   
12/17/2018  

George & Andrea 
Shoener turned the 
Army-Navy game 
into a rolling family 
and friends party 
from the tailgate to 
the game and on to 
enhancing the 
economy of 
Philadelphia. 

Photo: Andrea & George Shoener are in the middle of their gaggle at Army-Navy 
 

 
Most Watched the Army-Navy Game From Afar  

 

12/17/2018  
Since Lincoln Financial Field in 
Philadelphia couldn’t handle all of 
us, groups of classmates and 
families gathered together – 
physically and electronically – to 
(finally) enjoy the game and each 
other. Not too far into the fourth 
quarter, Henry & Karen Riser 
got a text from friends advising 
“nail biting time.” Never one to 
ping, Henry advised to wait for the 
two minute warning to engage in 
any manicuring procedures. 

Photo Right: Kathy & Dick 
Shipley enjoying the Army-Navy 
Game with Carol & Bob Shimp in Texas 

Bob & Carol Shimp traveled from Houston to 
San Antonio to watch the game with Dick & 
Kathy Shipley at an integrated (both Army 
and Navy fans) watch party. Elwood & Mary-
Lou Cobey figured that one of their 
granddaughters was old enough to be 
indoctrinated into the fine art of “Army-Navy 
decorating” as a major celebration between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Photo Left: Mary-Lou & Elwood Cobey 
showing one of their granddaughters how to 
decorate for Army-Navy in Alexandria 
 
 
 

 



Dan & Betty Nettesheim Receive a Golden Anniversary Present – An Army 
Win  

 

12/17/2018  
It just so happened that Dan & Betty 
Nettesheim were married on December 8th – 50 
years ago. 

Photo Right: Betty & Dan Nettesheim starting 
their married life 50 years ago 

As part of their Golden Anniversary celebration, 
the Army Team chipped in and presented them – 
and us – with an Army win. Congratulations to 
all. Fall out. 

Photo Left: Betty & Dan Nettesheim almost 50 
years later at our reunion in May 

 

 
Zoo and Friends Visit Florida  

 

12/17/2018  
When Chuck 
Mahan 
missed our 
50th Reunion 
festivities, 
David Clemm 
decided it was 
time for a visit 
to see Chuck 
& Jamie in 
Palm Coast, FL. As word spread of the pending visit within the F2 Zoo, more classmates 
decided they wanted to join as well. As a result, the F2 Zoo held it first Mini-Mini Reunion with 
David that included Charlie & Deanne Beckwith, Tom & Mary Beierschmitt, Dwight Lee, 
Mike Palone, Jim & Lucille Swinney, and surprise guests - Dick & Kathy Shipley. Dick & 
Kathy had been stationed with Chuck & Jamie several times during their Army careers and the 
Zoo was very pleased to have them in attendance and to help bring an additional smile to the 
Mahans. Dwight Lee convinced the owner of the LaPiazza restaurant in Palm Coast to open for 
a private dinner on Dec 4th on a night that they were normally closed. The owner provided a 
spectacular meal with many choices and a great venue for everyone to trade war stories and 



reinforce long friendship. On Dec 5th, they had lunch at the Mahan’s residence before the ladies 
took off for the afternoon and the Zoo continued with their tales of past misadventures. The 
gang ended their Mini-Mini Reunion at a local restaurant on Flagler Beach to enjoy the ocean 
and the setting sun. This was a fitting gathering to celebrate years of friendship begun so long 
ago and to continue to wonder how someone from the Zoo could have possibly become a 
Lieutenant General. 

Photo: Zoo Mini reunion in Florida: Charlie Beckwith, Mary Beierschmitt, Lucille Swinney, 
Jamie Mahan, Tom Beierschmitt, Deanne Beckwith, David Clemm, Chuck Mahan, Mike Palone, 
Kathy Shipley, Jim Swinney, Dwight Lee, and Dick Shipley 
 

 
Classmate Couples Meet in London  

 

12/17/2018  
To celebrate her birthday, 
Peter Wallace escorted 
his bride, Barbara, to 
London – not just to take 
side trips to Peter’s 
ancestral home so he 
could sample a wee dram 
of an ancient single malt 
but also to reinforce why 
they didn’t retire there for 
part of the year (a 

reminder that the place can be dank and dreary – it is farther north than West Point). They 
remembered what it was like to dodge cars the size of toaster ovens coming at you from 
unexpected angles, reminisced about an old stomping ground, and actually celebrated Barbara’s 
birthday. While there – and as fate (not prior planning) would have it, Peter called an old friend 
and neighbor who told him that another mutual friend couple from the Colonies was also in 
town – Mike & Eleanor Peters. And the rest enhanced Barbara’s birthday – another good 
reason to keep having them… 

Photo: A chance meeting in London of Peter Wallace, Elenor & Mike Peters and Peter’s bride 
(and birthday girl) Barbara – another reason to celebrate 
 

 
Ross Irvin Earns another Degree  

 

12/17/2018  
Ross Irvin successfully 
defended his Master of 
Arts in creative writing 
thesis earlier this month 
before the University of 
North Texas English 
Department select 
committee investigating 
the writing of senior (as in 
mature) students. Another 
graduation – but no hats in 
the air – in preparation for 
a brave new world -- if he 



can remember where the keys are to get there… 

Photo: Ross Irvin during our reunion showing his bride, Margaret, that he can pass is Masters 
Thesis but not a Bar 
 

 
Bodenhamers Display Logistical Prowess Through Med Invasion  

 

12/17/2018  
In an adventure that would 
have made the D-Day 
planners wince, Jim & 
Julia Bodenhamer joined 
with their two kids and six 
grandkids (from 3 to 12) for 
a 12-day Mediterranean 
Cruise from late October to 
early November. It was in 
recognition of Jim’s & 
Julia’s 45th Anniversary --a 
bit early as their son moved 
last summer and their 
daughter moves next 
summer – which eliminated 

summer celebrations. Julia reports that (surprisingly) there was not a (major) hitch -- their son 
and son-in-law were able to get leaves, the grand children were allowed to miss two weeks of 
school with plenty of homework that was completed on Sea Days, flights, and luggage arrived 
on schedule, the seas were calm, and the weather was amazing. Memories were made for all 
while exploring Toulon, France, helping support the leaning tower of Pisa, sharing pizza in the 
shadows of Michelangelo's copy of David (a crowd fav), running the track at Olympia, wading 
off the beaches in Mykonos, sipping wine (and apple juice) on Santorini, hiking to the castle 
atop Kotor, and wandering Herculaneum. After celebrating and sharing a Vow Renewal 
ceremony conducted by the ship's Captain, the kids and grandkids toured the Vatican and 
Colosseum in Rome before catching flights back to Michigan and Colorado. Jim Julia stayed on 
the ship for a trans-Atlantic return to Port Everglades, Florida. As good coordinators, they 
worried about so much that could have gone wrong, but there were only a few missteps. Not bad 
for two senior citizens, some doting parents and six kids cooped up with a ship-full of geezers. 
The grand kids were pretty much the only children in the Kid Club, so they got lots of attention, 
prizes, and one on one with the crew caregivers. It worked out well for evening activities for 
parents after marshaling all the children around the ports of call. 

Photo: Jim & Julia Bodenhamer amid their son’s and daughter’s families at their Vow Renewal 
ceremony on a Princess cruise that exceeded all expectations 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Steve & Kitty Rodgers are Present to Celebrate Son’s Promotion  
12/17/2018  
In October, Steve & Kitty 
Rodgers traveled from the 
Pittsburgh area to witness the 
promotion of their son, Peter, to 
LTC at the Pentagon where he 
works as a foreign attaché liaison 
officer. Pete’s older brother, Chris, 
also joined the family for the 
event. Pete and his family live in 
(surprise, surprise) Fairfax, 
Virginia. It was a proud day for the 
Rodgers clan. 

Photo: Steve & Kitty Rodgers 
flanked by their sons Chris and Pete, Pete’s bride, Shannon, and kids Becca, Connor and Ben at 
Pete’s promotion 
 

 
Dale Hansen Seeks Help For a Great Cause  

 

12/17/2018  
Last month, Dale Hansen 
participated in the 
Wreathes across 
American program where, 
on one day wreathes are 
placed the on grave sites 
of veterans throughout the 
United States. Naturally, 
the West Point Cemetery 
is included in the program 
and Dale had not been 
able to scope the place out 

so he could place wreaths at our classmates’ headstones – but he did ensure that they were 
covered. The program does not exclude those vets not KIA or cremated. As you know, Dale has 
taken up a number of arduous tasks on our behalf – getting Purple Heart recipients recognized, 
tracing NOK of long deceased classmates, chairing the Class Standing Committee, and writing 
the Memorial for his company mate and our classmate Joe Durkan. He encourages classmates – 
especially those in the Tri-State area -- to contact him if they’d care to participate in 2019. 

Photo: Bill Ericson and Don Workman honored in Wreaths Across America last month 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



B3 Departed Classmates Remembered  
12/17/2018  
Marty Bowling 
recounted that, as part 
of our 50th reunion, the 
B3 classmates wanted 
to remember and pay 
tribute to two of our 
classmates who have 
passed away since our 
last reunion – Larry 
Fulton and Steve 
Williams. 

Photo Right: B3 
Remembers Larry 
Fulton 

The B3 gang had framed 
two of the 1968 Crests 
which were made in 
Scotland especially for our 
50th reunions and presented 
them to Beverly and Mary 
Ellen, Larry’s and Steve’s 
widows. 

Photo Left: B3 Remembers 
Steve Williams 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Bowlings Breath Rare Air in Preparation for out 50th Reunion  
12/17/2018  
Marty Bowling also mentioned 
that he and Barbara braved 
Andes altitudes to visit Cusco 
and Machu Picchu earlier this 
year and prior to our reunion. It 
was a pre-cruise add-on as a 
stopover to launch their cruise 
from Lima, Peru to Buenos 
Aires, Argentina with stops 
around the Cape Horn and 
through the Strait of Magellan – 
a tour that even challenged this 
physically fit couple with lots of 
unpredictable winds, waves, and 
currents. 

Photo: Barbara & Marty 
Bowling at and Machu Picchu 
earlier this year 
 

 
Gordon Tillery Shared Luncheon Activities of DC Area Classmates  

 

12/6/2018  
Gordon Tillery shared a summary of the mid-November lunch gathering of DC area 
classmates. As usual, those that attended got to hear the excuses offered by those who could not 
attend this lunch. Terry Wong sent greetings from Washington state, where he and Kristine are 
getting settled into their new home after Terry’s retirement -- again. Bart & Pam McLellan 
recently welcomed a 13 week old whippet puppy to the family and are coming to grips with the 
fact that kids need attention. John Hathaway was recently released from a 30-day hospital stay, 
where he underwent six operations on his infected left hand that will curtail his handball playing 
for the foreseeable future. Craig O'Connor just opened a small AirBnB in Davis, West Virginia 
and was putting finishing touches on it. Hank Gregor had a prior commitment for Veterans Day 
activities. Bill Dickerson was in Cuba with medical missionary team, but asked if classmates 
had any interest in joining him for skiing this winter at Whitetail (or other) Ski Resort. Dave & 
Susan Ohle were in Loreto Bay, Mexico. Mike & Donna Wells and Rand & Leeda Allen 
were in Florida. Chuck Hawkins was in Alaska. Bill Nash was in Australia. Rick Rhoades 
opened the pre-lunch portion by commending Pete Sowa for facilitating the DC gaggle recent 
field trip to the Cold War Museum (at the old Vint Hill Farms Station in Warrenton, Virginia) 
and the talk by Mike Mears on his CIA experiences in Moscow during the cold war. 

Pete also arranged the wine tasting at adjacent winery. Later, Rick announced that he will plan a 
spring field trip for area grads to the George C. Marshall home in Leesburg (where Rick is a 
docent) and lunch/winery-type complement. Prior to guests speaking, Ralph Tuccillo talked 
about the 50 Year Affiliation Book and provided a copy for everyone's review. Guest speakers 
included an ‘O6 grad who discussed the strategic background for the Russian takeover in 
Crimea, and US military reaction including sending advisors to train Ukraine forces and a 
discussion of ARNG military involvement in training, and one point when US Army active unit 
fell under C&C of NG command structure. Another speaker was a ’77 grad talked about joining 
“Friends of Rocky Versace” in July, 1999 and has planned and emceed 20 Memorial Day & 
Veterans Day ceremonies at Versace Memorial in Alexandria. He served with Bob Hensler in 



2d Ranger Bn, three+ decades ago, and Presented Vietnam War 50-yr Commemoration 
Certificates to Bette Spengler & Clare Ericson Barkovic (2017 Memorial Day), and assisted 
Clare on the “Inspire to Serve” event for Class of 2018 in WP Cemetery, and responded to Bette 
Spengler’s request for “Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin” for Chuck Vehlow - prior to his untimely, 
July 2017 death. He has also been writing bio entries for ’68 fallen heroes in “Registry of the 
American Soldier. Further, he spoke about the 336 USMA grads lost in the Vietnam War, of 
which 39 were POW/MIA. '68's Henry Spengler was one of the 39. Bill Gardepe gave a 
summary of election results, some prospects for 2020 election, and his well-informed prognosis 
on coming excitement from the Administration & the Legislature. The lunch ended with a 
surprise birthday celebration with complementary dessert for be Bob Balog, 
 

 
Jim Greenberg’s Latest (Mostly) Excellent Adventure  

 

12/6/2018  
At the beginning of November, Jim 
Greenberg departed on his trimaran 
sailboat, Pura Vida, from his and 
Lisa’s home on the Severn River near 
Annapolis, down the Severn River, 
down the Chesapeake Bay, and then 
down the Inner Coastal Waterway 
(ICW) to Delray Beach, Florida, where 
Pura Vida will sleep for the winter. 
Jim’s & Lisa’s son accompanied Jim 
for the first week down to the ICW – a 
great bonding experience. 

Photo Left: Jim Greenberg after 
getting bucked out of his bunk by foul 

weather on his Pura Vida 

Jim is enduring some uncommon (windy and wet) 
weather as he solos for the rest of November. During 
one of the adverse weather stints, Jim got bucked out 
of his bunk and managed to collect some stitches 
over his eye and a world class shiner that would have 
gotten him a 3.0 from Mr. Creighton or Coach Palone 
in Plebe Boxing. With a stop in Charleston for 
Thanksgiving (with Lisa give thanks that he’s still 
mostly in one piece) and another stop to pick up 
Jim’s brother for the last leg of trip, the entire 
odyssey  is estimated to take over a month – unless 
more problems occur. 

Photo Right: Lisa & Jim Greenberg  

 

 



A Happy Zoo Report   
12/6/2018  

Charlie 
Beckwith 
reported that, 
had Dick 
Steiner been in 
South Carolina 
during the first 
weekend of 
December to 
raise a glass of 
champagne 

celebrating the golden anniversary Dwight & Donna Marie Lee, he would have enjoyed hearing 
how his 50th Reunion CD of musical hits from 1968 paced the celebration: Girl, you’ll be a 
woman, soon. Photo Album on the table includes photos of the brightly youthful wedding 
couple, their handsome and happy parents (seemingly far younger then than we are now), and 
Lieutenants Holland and Fuhrman brandishing swords, seeking companionship of bridesmaids, 
and ensuring that the reception bar bill was higher than the gourmet menu bill for 160 optimistic 
and hopeful guests. White lace and promises. Dr. Bob and birthday girl PhD Carol Fabrey, in 
their 49th and a half year of wedded bliss, mused and sang.  And that was “the days,” my friend. 

Photo: Dwight & Donna Lee celebrating 50 years of marriage with (author and photographer) 
Charlie & Deanne and Bob & Carol Fabrey at Pawleys Island, SC 
 

 
Friends, Classmates, and Family Keep Bohdan Neswiacheny Alive in Their 
Hearts  

 

12/6/2018  
Charlie 
Beckwith 
also 
provided 
some 

magnificent observations regarding the vigil held for Bohdan Neswiacheny on November 2. 
Six of Bohdan’s F2 Zoo classmates (Gymnastics Captain COL (Ret) Charlie Beckwith, Tom 
Beierschmitt, Swim Team Manager COL (ret) Dwight Lee, LTG (Reg) Chuck Mahan, and 
Hockey Team Captain Mike Palone, plus Bob Kelly who was taken from the Zoo Firstie year 
as part of company expansion), two football lettermen classmates (Nick Kurilko and Dr. 
Elwood Cobey), local Florida resident Chuck Petruska. and the team captain and a linebacker 
(and Buddy’s Company XO in Vietnam) from Class of 69 journeyed to fill a pew in a packed 
church. Buddy, number 57 on the gridiron and 59 in our Class, was a staid giant who chose his 
friends carefully – although they were company mates, Charlie maintains that the first real 
conversation he had with Buddy was at our 20th year reunion when, with the relaxed and 
welcoming confidence of a self-made man, he brought his new bride, Mary, and shared some of 
the history of his past two decades. To learn more about his success as a lawyer, husband, and 
parent, those assembled had the chance to hear about him from the family, church, and 
community that loved him. 



Photo Left: Classmates team mates at Buddy Neswiacheny’s funeral service: Chuck Petruska, 
Dwight Lee, Tommy Beierschmitt, Ken Johnson (‘69 Team Captain), Elwood Cobey, Tom 
Wheelock (‘69 linebacker), Nick Kurilko, Bob Kelly, Mike Palone, and Charlie Beckwith 

Charlie 
said that 
he went to 
Bohdan’s 
funeral 
mass 
because 
the spirit 
of the 
Army 
football team was fundamentally important to him over 50 years ago, as a cadet, and he wanted 
to tell his kids how important their father was to him and fellow cadets. His 
class/company/football mates who attended made the trip because they really liked Bohdan and 
were struck to the heart by his passing – genuine sorrow from genuine friends. The officiating 
priests made it clear that Bohdan was a well-respected and much appreciated stalwart whose 
devotion and foundational support they will miss. Other attendees included employees who had 
served in the Bohdan Neswiacheny Law Firm for 10, 20, and 30 years. The hero of sons of slum 
and gravy was hero in life to his four beautiful children, his devoted, elegant wife Mary, his 
church, and his employees. At the reception ( after a local Reserve unit burial detail performance 
honoring Bud’s service in Germany, 11th ACR in Vietnam, West Point, and 20 years in the 
Army Reserve), Charlie remarked to Nick Kurilko that he was amazed to read in the bio written 
by the family that Bohdan Newiacheney was born in a refugee camp in Eastern Europe and 
sailed past the Statue of Liberty into America with his immigrant parents, who later attended 
every home and Army-Navy football game and spoke quietly, with marked accents. How proud 
they must have been of their son, his family, and their country. And Nick looked up, with 
watered vision, and said, yes, he too was born in a refugee camp after World War II and came 
through Ellis Island to America the same way as Bohdan. 

Photo Right: Zoo members present at Buddy’s funeral: Mike Palone, Tommy Beierschmitt, 
Chuck Mahan, Dwight Lee, and Charlie Beckweth 
 

 
Contributors Needed to Write Ray Mac Donald’s Memorial Article  

 

12/6/2018  
Ray Mac Donald was our first Class President when we were cadets. Remember how smooth 
he was and how well he represented us during cadet saber presentations during our Firstie Trip? 
His passing means that every classmate – except Lamar Ratcliffe – reading these Notes has 
moved up one slot (the classmate who wrote Ray’s Howitzer Bio, wrote that). After Ray 
resigned as our class president, I did not hear from him again. Rabble, we need some folks to 
come together to write this very special classmate’s Memorial article. Greg Camp and Gary 
Halstead can help you get going. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Dale & Joyce Hansen Visit Montreal for Different Reasonsi  
12/6/2018  

Dale Hansen dropped an email to 
let us know that he and Joyce were 
recently in Montreal, Canada, 
where Joyce was attending a NYC 
Bar Conference. While Joyce was 
hard at work, Dale busied himself 
with enhancing international 
relations with certain members of 
the Cirque du Soleil performers. 
When not gallivanting around the 
world with Joyce, Dale serves the 
class as the chairman of our Class 
Standing Committee and is 
working hard writing Company-
mate Joe Durken’s Memorial 

Article, and is in dire need of any information on him during his military and civilian years. 

Photo: Dale Hansen getting recruited for a Cirque du Soleil dance routine 
 

 
Stott Carleton Re-Emerges From (Reverse) Hibernation  

 

12/6/2018  
Last year at this time, Stott 
Carleton had winterized his 
lobster fishing boat, gotten all 
traps and lines stowed, and began 
his winter’s work (a real labor of 
love) on a skiff for his grand 
kids. In the spring, he emerged 
with his masterpiece, went back 
to the sea with his family and 
spent his spare time capturing 
nature and peaceful things with 
his camera. Now, while many of 
us hunker down for the winter, 
Stott re-emerges with more 
creative tasks. 

Photo: Stott Carleton posing as Leroy Jethro Gibbs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Ed & Molly Lorentzen Also Attended the Army-Oklahoma Football Game  
12/6/2018  

It’s always good to learn that folks 
read these ramblings – and get 
something out of it. In his email about 
Class Notes, Ed Lorentzen also 
mentioned that he enjoyed his old 
Ranger Buddy, Dave Martin's, story 
about the Army-OU tailgate and game 
that Ed & Molly has also attended. I 
can only surmise that A-Club 
members are not listed on any 
attendance rosters because Ed checked 
the list – twice – so he could be on the 

look-out for classmates. So, while Dave & Suzanne were having their picture taken with the OU 
mascot, Ed & Molly were having theirs taken with LTG Williams – the Supe – along with some 
proud parents of a member of the Class of 2019 that Ed & Molly had met at the Cadet Parade 
before the Hawaii game when Ed was visiting a Cow he was mentoring. 

Photo: Molly & Ed Lorentzen flanking the Supe with proud parents of a member of the Class of 
2019 flanking all of them 
 

 
Company Mates Pass Through Close Enough for a Visit  

 

11/1/2018  
While Gary & Cookie Roberson visit one set of 
kids in the Raleigh-Durham-Cary Triangle area 
and drive to visit Gary’s family in Asheville, 
they travel close enough for Barbara and I to 
grab some famous Carolina barbecue with them 
in Lexington. If they pass our way during the 
week, we eat at the most famous restaurant, and 
if they travel on Sunday, we catch up at a gem of 
a place tucked into a very rural neighborhood 
where the hush puppies are plentiful and just the 
size of popcorn. Each visit includes eating, 
talking about kids, laughing about earlier visits 
from cadet days to now, and lasts at least two 
hours. 

Photo Right: Barbara with Gary & Cookie 
Roberson after a barbeque bonanza and good 
fellowship in Lexington, NC 



A week after the last Roberson visit, we 
were blessed to have Peter (Mr. 
Intermittent – so named for his frequency 
of checking in) Wallace stop off for an 
overnighter between golf with brothers-in-
law at Pinehurst and visiting old friends in 
New Jersey who have been storing family 
stuff for decades. While his route was a bit 
circuitous, Pete seemed happy since he 
was driving his new “sweet ride” that he 
equates to the feeling he had on 
Mobilization Day in March 1968 and a 
new car that he equates to a splurge only 
every 50 years or so. He hatched the plan 

to visit while he and Barbara were shutting down their home in France (which is always 
bittersweet) for the winter and spending a few days in Madrid (because they could) prior to 
getting back to Tampa. 

Photo Left: Peter Wallace with his new sweet ride with all the bells and whistles 
 

 
Swedocks and Tuccillos Celebrate their Golden Wedding Anniversaries  

 

11/1/2018  
Ralph Tuccillo reports 
that he and Sandy, 
along with Bob & Jann 
Swedock participated in 
a Marriage Jubilee Mass 
at the Cathedral of Saint 
Thomas More in 
Arlington, Virginia in 
mid-October to celebrate 
their 50th Wedding 
Anniversaries.  There 
were over 200 couples from the Archdiocese of Arlington Virginia, who were celebrating their 
50th or 25th wedding anniversaries. After the Mass, the two couples went to dinner at a local 
restaurant and talked well into the night about their families, experiences, and adventures over 
the last 50 years.  Bob & Jann were double 68ers since their wedding anniversary is 6/8/68. Ralf 
& Sandy were married on 12/22/68. The Tuccillos and Swedocks send congratulations to all of 
our classmates and brides celebrating their 50th wedding anniversaries this year! 

Photo: Bob & Jann Swedock and Sandy & Ralph Tuccillo flanking The Most Reverend Michael 
F. Burbidge, Bishop of Arlington, who said the Mass and administered the renewal of marriage 
promises 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Bachmans and Greeby Experience All That Is Good in France  
11/1/2018  

Bill Bachman forwarded a couple of 
candids from their recent trip to 
France---Paris (five days) and 
Provence (a week), specifically---that 
he & Jane shared with Skip & Joan 
Greeby. 

Photo Left: Bill & Jane Bachman and 
Joan& Skip Greeby in France 

Although they followed the French 
Impressionist artists through the 

beautiful countryside, they managed to take time out for a couple of ABCs (another beautiful 
cathedral), some great food, and a 
couple of glasses of wine. It’s good to 
keep scooting around while legs and 
livers hold up. I’m sure that we’ll be 
hearing from Skip again in the near 
future as he recounts the intense 
motivation he had to earn his Ranger 
Tab about two days before marrying 
Joan 50 years ago. 

Photo Right: Skip Greeby and Bill 
Bachman looking slim at the colosseum 
in Arles 
 

 
Jock Merriam Does Well at Making Rowing a Classmate Enterprise  

 

11/1/2018  
Jock Merriam and crewmates 
from their rowing club took to 
the water in World Master 
Rowing Championships in 
Sarasota, Florida at the end of 
September. There were more 
than 2,000 rowers from all over 
the world who came to compete. 
Jocko’s club took 13 rowers and 
entered 13 events with various 
combinations of rowers based on 
age and gender including singles, 
doubles and quads. Jock proudly 
but humbly reports that, thanks 
to Bob &Lynne Uhler, they 
took several of their boats 

including Jocko’s favorite – “No Task Too Great” – which he rowed. He finished 4th in his heat 
and 14th overall out of 35 rowers, all of whom were born in 1945 or 1946 so there was no age 
advantage. As he rowed, he concentrated on our classmates– both fallen and living – how they 
cheer each other on – and it helped immensely. Overall Jocko’s club made a very respectable 



showing against some of the best rowers in the world, many of whom were former national team 
members. It’s good to have classmates who mature gracefully but resist growing up. 

Photo: Jock Merriam with the Uhler-provided ‘No Task Too Great’ skull 
 

 
Martins Travel to Norman, Oklahoma to See Army Stand Up to the Sooners  

 

11/1/2018  
While we were visiting the Shipleys 
at their compound in Washington, 
Dave & Suzanne Martin traveled 
with the A-Club for the Army-
Oklahoma game.  Dave said what 
many of us felt – just hoping for a 
respectful showing. But we all know 
the result. The night before the game, 
the Sooner Club hosted a 
dinner/reception for the A-Club 
group at the Barry Switzer 
Center.  The OU Athletic Director 
related that a decade or so ago, he 
tried to arrange a home-and-away 
series with any academy team, but no one would agree.  However, at the 2008 Heisman Trophy 
event, he approached the then Supe and asked him about a home-and-away series and the LTC 
Hagenbeack agreed.  Dave is now hoping that the 2020 game against OU will be held at Michie 
Stadium and not some "away" spot like Yankee Stadium or Giants Stadium. The Martins got to 
witness firsthand the standing ovation the OU fans gave when the Army team left the field after 
the game. Dave also reported that they can confirm that everyone they met was very friendly 
and respectful. Last year, the Martins went to Ohio State in Columbus, and next year they're 
going with the A-Club to the Big House in Ann Arbor.  Maybe, someday, they’ll even see Army 
win. 

Photo: Suzanne & Dave Martin at the Army-OU tailgate with a Sooner mascot 
 

 
Risers Set Out In Search of Where to Live  

 

11/1/2018  
In August, Henry & Karen Riser set 
out to see how classmates who retired 
and moved to new digs were doing and 
to answer a few questions about 
whether they want to follow suit. Their 
first stop was Williamsburg, Virginia 
to visit Dick & Paulette Steiner (who 
had moved from Colorado and 
Maryland) and Bob & Anneliese 
Clarke (who had moved from 
Colorado). Needless to say, the 
Clarkes and Steiners were superb 
ambassadors to the area and gave the 
Risers lots of smiles and stuff to think 
about.  To mull over their decision to 
possibly move away from their 



Annapolis home of about four decades, where they have many personal and professional friends 
and one of their kids and his family live, they kept heading south to Lake Norman to help the 
Gerards tap into some adult beverage anniversary gifts. Decision to be arrived at – in due time – 
maybe next year… 

Photo: Henry & Karen Riser with Barbara & Orca Gerard in a picture they sent to Dick & 
Kathy Shipley while consuming a Shipley anniversary present 
 

 
A New Class Grandson  

 

11/1/2018  
As another poignant reminder that our days of watching grass grow from the top are blessings, 
Charlie Beckwith forwarded the happy news that Alexandra Davis, one of Jim Baird’s forever 
little girls, gave birth to a boy last April who she named after Jim. Alexandra’s family has been 
lined up with little girls from as far as her family can remember, so everyone was surprised and 
elated with the appearance of little Jim. She is hoping to reconnect with her Dad’s classmates to 
hear stories about Jim that she can share one day with her son. 
 

 

 


