Guidelines for Writing Pieces for Inclusion in 
Another Side of the Wall
Reflections by Distaff of the Class of 1968

1. All pieces submitted must be relevant to your West Point experience, your spouse’s experience, and/or service experience (Service wives have some very unique experiences).  
2. Nothing in any of the pieces included in the book should disparage, embarrass or demean anyone. Remember family members and friends will read the pieces in this book - - perhaps even a wider audience.  There is no need to embarrass anyone or to be hurtful to anyone - - including former Tactical Officers, class members, and members of other classes.  Remember, their innocent wives, children or grandchildren could read the book.  Make sure there is no basis for anyone to claim injury or even hurt feelings.  Defamatory characterizations could even have legal implications that could expose you, the author, and/or the project, or the class to claims for damages.   Be sure that the piece(s) you write will not become a source of embarrassment for you, a classmate, the class, the Academy, or the Army.
3. Try to make your piece(s) “PG-13” at worst.  Use expletives only if they are absolutely necessary and appropriate for the piece.  The occasional four-letter word may be necessary for authenticity in some pieces about military service, for example, but please curtail expletives that are of no good reason.  Again, family and friends and untold others may read the book.

4. Be sure your facts are accurate. Each of us has by now probably experienced “mis-remembrances”.   If you are not sure, ask a husband, a classmate, another wife, or a friend who might be more knowledgeable of the circumstances. Remember that incorrect facts can be very embarrassing to you, the author, but also to fellow classmates, wives, and/or family.
5. Humor is a good thing - - but if something in the piece would be hurtful to someone else, it isn’t really funny.  It’s OK to make fun of yourself, but it is hurtful and disrespectful to make fun of someone else.  

6. Use common sense as a guide. Ask yourself “How would my husband or my friends react to this piece?  Will they be hurt or embarrassed? Will it cast discredit on the class or the academy?”  If the answer to any of these questions is yes, please do not submit the piece. The editorial staff will have to either reject it or ask you to revise it.  
7. Bring any issues, questions, or concerns to Andy’s, Tony’s or Dutch’s attention.  Good luck and good writing!
