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Class of 1968 March Back Attendees
12 miles Bob Adams, Tony Ambrose, Dean Becker, Bill Brown, Gre; 3
Y , 0 , Greg Camp, Craig
Camm':jlz'hc;:nshw. Ralph D'Alessandro, John Dodson, Michael Einbinder, Tim iy
Mmm“;" i "nlum Steve Frushour, Jess Gatlin, Dale Hansen, Jerry Hansen, Mark
! et m;;n:ry u::l’hnd. Du;c‘h;oﬁer. To:‘n }de“well. Jay Johnson, Paul
:*Pﬁ- Kaufman, ; David In, Toney Mathews, Doug McKenna, Mike
o ;”-ﬁl’:‘;:;rﬂi;:- Pres Miller, John Morris, Craig 0'Connor, Joe 0'Connor, Dave 1
s ;adm Lamar Ratcliffe, Rick Rhoades, Ray Rhodes, Gary

mﬁlphwmodllo, ol 3 Tmm Simmons, Jim Tallman, Gordon Tillery,

nangst/ th, Jimmy Walsh, John Walsh, and Rick Wright

2 Miles Jim Ca

oo umr::‘,",:’k‘ C”mmm\'&Memm Dave Gerard, Skip
urkjian, Ed Lorentzen, Lai £ b, lerness, Larry Jordan, Tom

Robinson, Pete Swan, um?::?mm‘ i Me?:l:.d ?rlzl;sy (‘J'?l:::zr, Ray Puffer, Robby

e
Boots and “‘F'ﬂ lops

0ld grads were rst permitted to join New Cade:

March Backin 2000. | made that 15-mile ..fﬁi';f}'?i i:i,u‘."u‘fi". Hc:.“ i
older son Daviﬂ,‘Class 0f2004. Tony Ambrose '68 also partici n[: -‘d sl
of the inaugural “old grad March Back” Classmates Jim l;rrun’h‘cll md’u“ s
upndmp.rﬂclpale ataless strenuous level, joining only the nmfl;‘; s
march. In subsequent years, Tony and | were accompanied by ol
classmates who participated regularly in the annual March n) “k‘ ks
to me that those members of our Class making the
full length of the arduous march merited some sort

of recognitis ingly, | established the
“Lyal Order of the Dilapidated Boot,” and
inducted into that august organization each year
any members of the Class of 1968 making the full
distance march for the first time as an “old grad.”
As a remembrance and indicia of membership in
that select group, | presented a pewter combat
boot lapel pin with ‘68 numerals to each new
inductee.

group of
nt. It occurred

‘The Class of 1968's participation in the March

Back with our 50-year affiliate class was substantial. We far exceeded the 50 slots

allocated by the Academy to the senior affliate class, relegating a significant number \
of our classmates who wanted to be a part of the |
event to marching only the final two ceremonial ‘
miles. 1 was presented with a dilemma. It did
not seem appropriate to diminish the long
distance marching “pewter booter” group by \
inducting mere two-mile marchers. On the other
hand, every member of our Class who supported
that very special March Back with our 50-year
affiliate class deserved to be recognized. After \
some agonized reflection on the matter, |
resolved the dilemma. | presented pewter boots ‘

to the new long distance ‘marchers who had
earned them. To recognize those comrades l
making the more modest march, however, | ‘

established another organization, inducting them all as charter members of the

“Fraternal Order of the Flip-Flop,” and presented each with a pewter lapel pin ‘

depicting thatmare relaxed footwear with our Class numerals QED. NoTask Too

utch Hostler 68 A = =




Acceptance Day az August 2014)

which an incoming class of New Cadets is, with approp,;,.
| f Cadets and elevated to the lofty position of Priate
de is one of the two most moving and meaningf,|
the other being their own graduation parade.

Acceptance Day is the day o!
ceremony, accepted into the Corps 0!
Plebedom. The Acceptance Day para
ceremonies for any West Point class - -

On 17 August 2014, the Class of
2018 marched onto one side of the
Plain while the remainder of the
Corps marched to their traditional
positions on the parade field. On
appropriate commands, members
of the Class of 2018 marched across
the Plain and were absorbed into
the formations of their assigned
academic year companies. The
then “fully formed” Corps of Cadets
completed the parade by “passing
in review” before a reviewing party
that included the USMA
Superintendent, Commandant,
Dean, Command Sergeant Major
and representatives of the 50 year
affiliate classes of each of the cadet
classes comprising the Corps. Class
President Dutch Hostler
represented the Class of 1968 in
the reviewing party at the
Acceptance Day parades over the
years our affiliate class was
involved.

(‘:'}Il ::lgil;szhzo‘i 7, the Academy e
e Acceptance Day ceptance Day Parade

parade ceremony by reducing AOG i !

; g the Chairman La n '68 and
reviewing party to just the USMA Dutch Hostler L Jor'da e
senior leadership and, during the Ph B evinehary
fharc;c(l)e narrative, ackr’mwledglng B ey R

€ 50 year affiliate classes,

Was ontband o SES representatives seated in the Supe's reviewing stand. Dutch

present the ()
the Class of 2018 Parudpatefi, 1255 of 1968 at the final Acceptance Day parade in which

sprint Foo;ba:ll MT:tgrh =

It all started when 1 did the March Back from

E G201 T s o b

knew then that bemg a “mentor” was not being some abstract r ‘: of questions. |

only stood up and discussed solutions to military or command Erlrgld officer, who

mgetimolved ns persora e n 2015, sty e sy e |
kend. Thi: tings, talks, discussions, banquets and a full umni

football game between alumni and the present Sprint Football Team, D, contact

“Alumni Game" several Plebes played on the alumni team during the se “nrl;ghlhe

got the idea to cond half. |

unofficially

“mentor” the

Sprint players

from the Class

0f2018.1 had

an instant

connection

with the team

members, as

we have gone

through

making weight

and playing

the game for

the fun. Not

for the glory.

It has been

four years of

great fun since

that time. At
each Sprint Alumni Game since that time a T-shirt has mysteriously appeared fmil!"he
al

Class of 2018. During the last Alumni weekend, | was givena “150 Pound Footb
jersey (Number 68) that had been signed by the team members of the Class of 2018.
Off-season, my wife (Mary) made sugar cookies in the form of footballs and jerseys.
On numerous occasions e-mails were exchanged and everything from classes,

on 2 i 1 traveled
assignment as discussed. Three or four times each yedn
ignments and politics w ffirmation and Ring Weekend

from Texas to visit with the team members. Class A ‘
nded. We had time to talk, personally, to the cadets and many oft:mr
t has been a great experience to watch these young men develop r‘Tmf .
00l “kids” to mature men and leaders. It was a great four years for all of us.
lerstand that their class will truly “Grip Hands" with ours. -
= . =

th the New Cadets ’

shour ‘68




randson )
686 and was commissioned a 2LT i, 1,
o

Rest of the St0 26,2018

Michael F. la;:.‘.;se graduated on ::j?cefe'“““" conducted Thursday eve: Michg
Corps of 5’? o " a Distinguished Cadet and for achieving the highest grade iy e
e mgltar engineering classes. At the Graduation Parade held on Friday, M,y ;
u(sl::‘S :llchael was cheered on by 25 family members and friends. That same gy,
- ;here for his graduation in Michie Stadium and subsegueflt bar pinning ;
mr::mnny {5 ke Hal: Later that evening the group, sporting identical T-shirts,
F;ned together fora wonderful celebration dinner. At that event, Michael was

. resented with one of the '68 Sterling Silver Class coins by his grandfather, Fred
ghmld 68, The next day, most of the group headed to the Outer Banks in NC 1
continue the i

celebration. After

his graduation leave,

Michael will head to

Fort Leonard Wood,

MO for his Engineer

Officer Basic course.

Then he is on to Ft.

Benning for

Airborne and

Ranger Schools

before ending up at

his first assignment

at Ft Bragg. Fred

Shahid ‘68

onceall members of the graduating class

the Commandant administered the Oat::ﬂ'}a(;j received their gjpj,
order “Class Dismissed,” the Class of 201g lh(rxce, the Alm; mas aj
spectacularly blue sky backdrop - just a5 therglw their wh

before.

nd commissj
o mission:
ater was sung and on lheS‘

ite hats higp
ass 0f 1968 had dcn‘g':l:‘m :

al[-cemury

of the afternoon following
nted second lieutenants held bar
officers administering the oath of

onies, with Academy staff and faculty
insignia to the Army blues that had

d family and friends affixing rank
Gray for the Class of 2018.




